Montgomery County, Pennsylvania
Department of Public Safety - Office of Emergency Preparedness

Severe Weather Safety Guide
Winter Storms

Winter Woes

Want to help?

Winter precipitation can come in all forms, but it all starts the same
way... FROZEN:
Rain: Starts frozen and melts in the warm layer.
Freezing Rain: Starts frozen, melts and freezes on contact.
Sleet: Starts frozen, melts and enters another freezing layer.
Snow: Starts frozen and stays frozen.

Fast Fact
Meteorological
Mumbo Jumbo

Winter Storm Watch:
Conditions are favorable for
hazardous winter weather in
the next 36 hours.
Winter Storm Warning:
Hazardous winter weather is
imminent or occurring.
Blizzard Warning: Blizzard
conditions are imminent or
occurring.

Give us a shout!
Contact Kevin Wagner
Municipal Planning
Specialist
(610) 631-6500
kwagner@montcopa.org

What does it mean?
Winter Storm: Forecast for four

Philadelphia's average
annual snowfall is 19.3"

to six inches in 12 hours or six
to eight inches in 24 hours or a
quarter of an inch of ice is
expected.

Be READY

Blizzard: Must have sustained

Go to ready.gov for more
information on how to be
prepared.

winds of 35 mph and reduced
visibility of less than one
quarter of a mile for more than
three hours, plus requirements
for a winter storm.

Wind Chill Advisory: Wind
chills drop to -10F and -25F.
Winter Weather Advisory:
Roughly half of the Winter
storm criteria are expected, or
and ice accretion is
forecast.

Become a SkyWarn Storm
Spotter. Help the NWS and
MontCo DPS track storms.

Wind Chill: How the air

Storm Safety
Before a storm strikes, check
and restock your emergency
kit. Prepare another, smaller kit
for your car. Be prepared in
case your stuck on a road or
sheltered in your house.

temperature and wind together
feel on exposed human skin.

Frostbite: Damage to body
tissue caused by exposure to
extreme cold.

Hypothermia: Medical condition
brought on when the core body
temperature drops to less than
95F.

Don't Forget!!
Sign up for
READY MontCo Alerts
at dps.montcopa.org
Follow us on Facebook
and Twitter.

For the latest weather information, go to
www.weather.gov/phi
For other information and safety tips from the
Montgomery County DPS, go to
www.dps.montcopa.org
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