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What does it mean?
Tearing Apart Twister Myths
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Flood: is the inundation of a normally dry area caused
by an increased water level in an established body of
 A 100-year flood only occurs every 100-

water. Floods are often caused by excessive rainfall,

years.

persistent thunderstorms (training), rainfall and snow-

 The 100-year flood term is a climatic average. If you're in a 100-year flood zone, there
is a 1% chance a 100-year flood will occur in

Severe Weather Safety Guide
Flooding

melt or ice jams.
Flash Flood: a rapid rise of water along a stream,
creek or low-lying area.

that location in any given year.

 Flash floods only occur along flowing bodies of water.

Flood Advisory: issued when flooding is expected but
only an inconvenience and not anticipated to be
life/property threatening.

 Flash flooding can occur anywhere, even if
a body of water is not present.

 Homeowners insurance covers loss and
damage related to flooding.

 As it turns out, most homeowners policies
DO NOT cover flooding. You must buy
flood insurance from the National Flood
Insurance Program (NFIP) and if you live in
a flood prone area, it's required.

Flood/Flash Flood Watch : a rapidly developing flooding situation is expected to occur. Issued six to 48
hours before anticipated event
Flood/Flash Flood Warning: issued when a flood is
expected to occur or when a flash flood is imminent or
is occurring.
Flash Flood Emergency: rarely issued but used when
flooding is expected to be catastrophic and a severe
threat to human life.

Be READY
For the latest weather information, go to

Go to ready.gov for more
information on how to be
prepared.

www.weather.gov/phi
For other information and safety tips from the
Montgomery County DPS, go to
www.dps.montcopa.org
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The Power of Water:

Storm Safety

Give us a shout!

Contact Kevin Wagner

Six inches of water can move a car or

Before a flood, learn if you are in a flood

Municipal Planning

sweep you off your feet.

prone area. Keep an emergency kit

Specialist



12 to 18" can move an SUV or large car.

stocked and ready to go in case you need



24" can move a truck or even an ambu-



lance.

to evacuate. If you're in your car and you

(610) 631-6500

encounter water on the roadway, TURN

kwagner@montcopa.org

AROUND, DON'T DROWN! If you find your

If submerged underwater, power in a
car can last for up to 10 minutes.

self in your car in rising water, leave your

Don't Forget!!

car immediately, and call 911.
Sign up for
READY MontCo Alerts
at dps.montcopa.org

Follow us on Facebook and Twitter.

Want to help?

Become a SkyWarn Storm
Spotter. Help the NWS and
MontCo DPS track storms.

Safety information provided by
NWS/NOAA &
ready.gov
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