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Executive Summary

Montgomery County has an abundance of
excellent arts and culture venues, including many
performing arts theaters, historic museums, fine
arts centers, libraries, movie theaters, performing
arts schools, and music venues. These places
entertain, educate, and connect county residents.
They also have economic benefits, particularly
for revitalizing downtowns. In the past ten to
twenty years, the county’s downtowns have
added 4 professional theaters and an art center.
In addition, three closed movie theaters have
reopened with major renovations, while three
others saw more limited renovations. Special
events and arts festivals have expanded and
brought more people to local downtowns, and
many communities now see arts and culture as
the key to their town’s revitalization.

This study tries to answer the question: Is there
a market for so many arts and culture venues?
To get at this question, particularly in relation to
the county’s older downtowns, the county was
divided into five trade areas, as shown below.
Each trade area is centered on an older town or
group of towns.
The market for each trade area was analyzed
for three of the most common arts and culture
venues found in downtowns – performing arts
theaters, movie theaters, and art centers. The
market for other venues, such as performing arts
schools or unique destinations like the Crayola
Factory in Easton, was not analyzed in this
report but can help bring people downtown.

Display at Arts Hill festival in Norristown
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Arts and Culture Trade Areas in Montgomery County

Upper Montgomery County

Western Montgomery County

Eastern Montgomery County
Norristown

Main Line

Performing Arts Theaters – Generally, there
seems to be capacity for more performing
arts theaters and music venues in the county,
although operating a performing arts venue can
be very challenging, particularly from a financial
perspective.
 Eastern Montco Trade Area for Performing
Arts – This trade area is dominated by the
Keswick Theater but also includes a couple of
theaters on the edge of the trade area. There
might be an opportunity for a play-oriented
theater in the highly-populated eastern part
of the trade area that includes Abington,
Cheltenham, and Jenkintown.
 Main Line Trade Area for Performing Arts
– The Main Line trade area has money, few
existing venues, and an arts-oriented population. However, most residents seem to go to
Philadelphia arts and culture venues. Perhaps
smaller-scale venues are most appropriate
here.
 Norristown Trade Area for Performing Arts
– This area has many theaters, including two
in Norristown’s Arts Hill, but lacks a strong
music venue.
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 Upper Montco Trade Area for Performing
Arts – This area has the Sellersville Theater,
a medium-sized music venue, along with a
couple of performing arts theaters. The
Broad Theater in Souderton is being rehabilitated and may have live performances as part
of its programming. Potentially smaller-scale,
community-oriented space could be added in
the area, most likely in Lansdale.
 Western Montco Trade Area for Performing
Arts – This area does not have many venues,
although the population seems less oriented
towards arts and culture entertainment than
other parts of the county. The relatively new
Steelriver Playhouse and newly reopened
Sunnybrook Ballroom should continue growing and solidifying their customer bases.
Movie Theaters – Overall, Montgomery County
is well served by movie theaters, and any new
theaters might be best targeted at niches, such
as independent films, or sub-areas that are
underserved.
 Eastern Montco Trade Area for Movie
Theaters – This area is well served by movie
theaters that are on the edge, or just outside

Parade in front of The Steelriver Playhouse in Pottstown
of, the trade area. The highly-populated eastern side of the trade area is currently only
served by one screen at the Hiway Theater
and would benefit from more screens.
 Main Line Trade Area for Movie Theaters –
The Main Line has many older theaters in its
towns and is served by larger multiplexes just
outside of the trade area. Perhaps the existing older theaters could add more screens to
provide more choices to local residents.
 Norristown Trade Area for Movie Theaters
– This area has many multiplexes but no
theaters for independent films, which could
potentially find a niche in the area.
 Upper Montco Trade Area for Movie
Theaters – Even with the renovation of the
Broad Theater, this part of the county is underserved and could support additional theater space, perhaps in Lansdale or Kulpsville.
 Western Montco Trade Area for Movie Theaters – With two theater complexes built in
the last year, this area is more than adequately served by movie theaters.
Arts Centers – Art centers and galleries
can be important attractions for downtown
revitalization, and all older towns should

encourage art galleries, studio space, artist’s lofts,
and arts instruction.
 Eastern Montco Trade Area for Arts Centers – This trade area, with the Abington and
Cheltenham Arts Centers, is well served by
these larger scale centers, and there most
likely is little need for more centers of this
scale.
 Main Line Trade Area for Arts Centers – The
Main Line is served by the Main Line and
Wayne Art Centers, two very active and
large-scale centers, and there most likely is
little need for more centers of this scale.
 Norristown Trade Area for Arts Centers
- Norristown has the county’s only multitenant artist’s lofts and is also served by an
Arts League. Perhaps more lofts and studio
space can build off of these existing facilities.
 Upper Montco Trade Area for Arts Centers –
This trade area has no established art centers
or artist’s lofts and could potentially support
this type of facility.
 Western Montco Trade Area for Arts Centers – Pottstown has the Gallery on High/
Gallery School and could possibly build on
this with new lofts, galleries, studios, and livework space.

Executive Summary
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Overall, there are opportunities for additional
arts and culture facilities in the county’s older
downtowns, but these opportunities are not
limitless. Many communities might want to focus
on small-scale venues, artist’s lofts and studios,
and related commercial uses. As has been
demonstrated by the new professional theaters
in the county, arts and culture facilities can
capture part of the local market, offering county
residents high quality local choices on top of the
world-class choices already found in Philadelphia.
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Introduction

Revitalization is not easy. If it were easy, every
older community in the Philadelphia area
would have vibrant main streets surrounded
by prosperous, neat, and safe neighborhoods.
Unfortunately, that is not the case in so
many older areas. These places need active
government and private sector action to
revitalize.

 Attraction of Nearby Wealth or Captive Audiences - Narberth, always an anomaly with
its locally-owned grocery store, hardware
store, and five and ten, has added many new
businesses targeted at the wealth of nearby
areas. College towns follow a similar pattern,
trying to attract the discretionary incomes of
the college students and employees.

In Montgomery County, our older communities
are in much better shape than some of the
most depressed cities and towns in the region;
nevertheless, many of our older towns do desire
to revitalize. Recognizing this, most of them have
started serious revitalization efforts over the
past decade, assisted by various county programs
and services.

 Property and Business Investment - Skippack
Village has benefited through the concerted
efforts of an investor who owns many of the
properties and works diligently to bring in
complimentary businesses.

Over the past ten to twenty years, the county
has seen a number of communities and
neighborhoods revitalize, using different, though
sometimes overlapping, approaches. These
approaches include:
 Large New Employment and Redevelopment
- Conshohocken and West Conshohocken
have been transformed through the injection
of massive redevelopment along the waterfront that includes significant office space.
The two boroughs’ location at the intersection of two major highways, as well as their
proximity to high income neighborhoods,
helped this transformation.
 Immigration - Norristown’s West Marshall
Business District, once full of vacant storefronts and empty sidewalks, is now packed
with people, bodegas, and small restaurants,
with many businesses serving the local Hispanic community.

Ambler Movie Theater
Introduction
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 Arts and Culture - Ambler’s downtown improved
significantly after the opening of the Act II
Playhouse and the Ambler Theater over the past
14 years. The borough has attracted many new
restaurants, stores, and other businesses.
These are a few of the most successful revitalization
approaches taken in the county. Some communities
are pursuing other approaches, based on their own
strengths, and hopefully these will be as successful
over time. Royersford, for example, is encouraging
new residential development along its riverfront
and connecting these residences to the downtown.
Schwenksville is highlighting its position on the
Perkiomen Trail. Ardmore is encouraging transit
oriented development around its train station.
Arts and culture, however, is probably the most
popular approach right now, although it is often
combined with other techniques for encouraging
revitalization. In Pottstown, a new theater and
art school/gallery have opened. In Souderton,
the theater has expanded greatly, bringing new
businesses and investors to the downtown, and
the old movie theater is being rehabilitated. In
Lansdale, the borough started a performing arts
center that has struggled. In North Wales, the
borough supported the move and expansion of the
library. In Jenkintown, the movie theater has been
renovated and reopened as a nonprofit. Norristown
has created a new Arts Hill District centered around
the Montgomery County Cultural Center, Centre
Theater, and Theatre Horizon. In Bryn Mawr, the old
movie theater was rehabilitated into the Bryn Mawr
Film Institute. In East Greenville, a private investor
rehabilitated the movie theater and installed a new
organ, bringing current shows back to the borough.
All of these examples show how important arts and
culture has become for revitalization, how so many
municipalities are using arts and culture venues as
anchors for their downtowns.
The question of this study is: Is there a market for
so many arts and culture venues?
This study will attempt to answer this question using
an in-depth analysis of conditions in Montgomery
County. The answers to this question can be used
by the county when it is analyzing grant requests and
by local municipalities and arts and culture providers
when they are making investment and location
decisions.
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How this report is
structured
In many respects, arts and culture organizations
behave like other sectors of the economy - they
provide a product or service, have customers, and are
affected by supply and demand. In other ways, arts
and culture organizations are different - they offer
a highly specialized product that changes frequently,
they often have educational and societal goals outside
of the market economy, and many of them are not
driven by a profit motive.
Because arts and culture organizations must be
financially viable, they have to pay attention to the
market and must be successful in this overall market.
On the supply side, they need to know what other
organizations are providing the same or similar
services and where these organizations are located.
On the demand side, they need to understand the
demographics of their area, and if the number of
households and income levels are large enough to
support them.
This analysis provides guidance on the market for arts
and culture organizations. The focus of this analysis
is on arts and culture organizations and venues that
might locate in revitalizing downtown areas.
This report includes the following chapters:
 Chapter 1: Importance of Arts and Culture – this
chapter describes the benefits of arts and culture.
 Chapter 2: Arts and Culture Venues – this chapter lists the arts and culture venues in the county
and essentially provides the supply side data for a
market analysis.
 Chapter 3: Demographics of Trade Areas – this
chapter includes basic demographic characteristics of the trade areas, like income and number
of people, as well as a categorization of people by
their lifestyle and market choices. This chapter
provides the raw data for the demand side of the
market analysis.
 Chapter 4: Market Analysis by Type of Arts and
Culture Facility – this chapter pulls everything together into an analysis of the market for different
types of arts and culture facilities.
The report also includes an appendix that describes
details of the market analysis.

Revitalizing through Arts and Culture: The Market in Montgomery County

CHAPTER 1

Importance of Arts and Culture

Car Show in Conshohocken
Arts and culture organizations and venues,
which are firmly established in Montgomery
County, provide many benefits to the county
and its citizens. This chapter provides a brief
summary of the roles played by arts and culture

5.25 hours in 2009, up slightly from 5.11
hours in 2003. (According to the US Bureau of Labor
Statistics Time Use Survey)

Entertainment: On a most basic level, arts
and culture provides a place for people to be

Education: Both children and adults learn from
the county’s arts and culture organizations. For
many arts and culture groups, education is more
important for their mission than entertainment,
and this type of education can have surprising

entertained.

benefits.

 In southeastern Pennsylvania, the typical
resident makes 4 visits per year to a nonprofit arts or culture event/venue. (According

 In southeastern PA, the typical child makes 2
visits per year to a nonprofit arts and culture
organization. Nearly a third of these are to
science and nature organizations. (According

in Montgomery County.

to a Greater Philadelphia Cultural Alliance Report, 2008
Portfolio)

 Leisure and sports activities are a major part
of the average American’s day, consuming

to a Greater Philadelphia Cultural Alliance Report, 2008
Portfolio)
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 Low income areas with high participation in
arts and culture were more than twice as
likely as other low income neighborhoods to
have very low truancy and delinquency rates
among students. (According to a 2008 University
of Pennsylvania SIAP article, From Creative Economy to
Creative Society)

 A national study looking at three cities San Antonio, Atlanta, and Portland - found
that at-risk youths who participated in arts
programs had fewer court referrals, were involved in less severe crimes, and were better
able to complete tasks from start to finish.
(According to Americans for the Arts.)

 A study of 25,000 students by a UCLA professor found higher grades, higher test scores,
and lower dropout rates if the students were
involved in the arts. (According to Americans for
the Arts.)

Social Connectedness: Arts and culture
not only educates people, it also brings them
closer, helping knit together neighborhoods and
increase community pride.
 In southeastern PA, there are 660,000 memberships and subscriptions, representing a
substantial portion of the area’s population.

Economic Development: Arts and culture
organizations and events have strong economic
impacts, both in straightforward dollars and
cents and for general revitalization.
 In southeastern PA, non-profit arts and
culture groups accounted for $1.3 billion in
direct expenditures, provided 40,000 jobs,
and generated $158.5 million in state and local taxes. (According to a Greater Philadelphia Cultural
Alliance Report, 2008 Portfolio)

 People attending an arts and culture event
spent $28 per person, not including the price
of admission, in 2006. Non-local attendees
spent nearly twice what local attendees
spent. Tourists who include historic sites in
their itineraries typically stay a half day longer
and spend $62 more than other tourists.
(According to Americans for the Arts.)

 Low income neighborhoods with many
cultural providers are three to four times
more likely to revitalize than other similar
neighborhoods. (According to a 2008 University
of Pennsylvania SIAP article, From Creative Economy to
Creative Society)

 A study of North Adams, Massachusetts
found that a new arts center increased property values by 20%. (According to a 2009 University

(According to a Greater Philadelphia Cultural Alliance

of Minnesota article, Arts and Culture in Urban/Regional

Report, 2008 Portfolio)

Planning)

 Americans who attend art museums and live
arts performances are much more likely to
vote, volunteer, and take part in community
events than those who do not attend. (According to a National Endowment for the Arts analysis of a

 Cities with high proportions of creative people, particularly artists and designers, tend to
have higher incomes, better growth rates, and
more high tech industries. (According to the Rise
of the Creative Class)

2008 Survey of Public Participation in the Arts)

 A study of Philadelphia neighborhoods found
that residents who participated in arts and
culture activities were more likely than others to engage in other community activities,
and cultural organizations help stimulate
overall community participation. (According
to a 2008 University of Pennsylvania SIAP article, From
Creative Economy to Creative Society)

 A study of 10 Chicago neighborhoods found
that arts activities provide resources to
residents, build social relationships, and enable problem solving. (According to a 2003 Study,
Leveraging assets: How small budget arts activities benefit
neighborhoods.)
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In 2012, a diverse group of organizations created
a cultural and economic development plan for
Montgomery County called Creative Montco.
This plan provides background information about
arts and culture in the county, shows the impact
of the creative sector on the county economy,
and recommends a variety of steps aimed at
strengthening the arts and culture community in
the county.

CHAPTER 2

Arts and Culture Venues
Arts and culture venues in Montgomery County
reflect the diversity of the county’s population.
From book readings to aircraft museums,
there are no shortages of cultural spaces and
activities to broaden one’s horizons. This chapter
describes the county’s arts and culture venues in
more detail.

Definition of Arts and
Culture Venues
Montgomery County is home to countless
venues that encompass the worlds of dance,
music, nature, visual arts, religion, theater, and
history. For the purposes of this study, we
created some parameters to narrow the field.
Size. To be included in this study, an organization
had to have a significant amount of attendance
at regularly scheduled events. For the most part,
organizations in this study have at least 1,500
visitors per year. There are some exceptions
to this, including venues that are open only
periodically or during specific seasons. These
visitor numbers could be the sum of attendees
at a year of plays at a theater or the sum of
daily visitors to a museum or movie theater.
And although there are many, many more
organizations in the county that foster its rich
arts and cultural offerings, this study concentrates
on organizations that have their own venues, as
this is a realistic way of calculating the size of
potential audiences and their economic impact
in a specific downtown or community. Thus, a
theater company that rents performance space
is not being counted on its own, but is being
accounted for in the sum total of performances
in the rental space.

Location of Venues. For the most part, the
organizations that have been identified are
located within Montgomery County. Although
the county falls under Philadelphia’s regional
umbrella, it has many local arts attractions.
These places attract members and visitors from
a smaller area, with the bulk of patrons from
nearby. However, Philadelphia’s proximity to
Montgomery County does mean that county
residents likely travel to Philadelphia (and other
nearby destinations) to visit a museum, see a
movie, or attend a concert.
Trade Areas. Montgomery County is part
of the greater Philadelphia area, and the entire
county falls into the trade area of Center City
Philadelphia for regional arts attractions. The
county has very few regional level performing
arts theaters, film theaters, schools, or art
centers, although the Keswick Theater could be
considered a regional music venue.
The county has been divided into five major
trade areas, with each area centered around
a professional or semi-professional theater or
other arts venue with significant full-time staff.
Generally, these are located in older downtown
areas. Although included in the analysis,
university based arts facilities, which are primarily
oriented towards students and the overall school
community, are not considered as potential
foci of trade areas. The Montgomery County
Community College is somewhat of an exception,
and its potential customer draw extends into
multiple trade areas. In addition, local events,
such as an outdoor concert series or once-a-year
crafts festival, are not included in this analysis,
which focuses on permanent venues.

Arts and Culture Venues
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 The Main Line, with the Bryn Mawr Theater

It should be noted that, depending on specific
events or headliners, arts and culture venues
have the ability to attract from a much broader
area; however, this study assumes that the ability
to attract from broader trade areas will equal
out for local arts organizations and their primary

and Main Line School for the Arts.
In addition, part of Montgomery County falls
into the Chestnut Hill local trade area, and part
falls into the Upper Chester County trade area.
These trade areas are shown on each map of the

draw will be from their immediate trade area.

county.

The trade areas are:

Although in some respects Montgomery
County’s arts and cultural offerings are
overshadowed by Philadelphia’s position at the
heart of the region (and therefore, the location
of many of the region’s premiere attractions),
Montgomery County still has organizations large
and small alike. There are unique historical spots
that date back to the nation’s earliest settlers,
theaters with works by professional and amateur
actors, and concert halls that feature musicians

 Western Montgomery County, centered
around Pottstown with the Steelriver Playhouse and the Gallery School.
 Upper Montgomery County, with the
Montgomery Theater in Souderton and the
Sellersville Theater in Sellersville.
 Eastern Montgomery County with the Ambler Theater, Act II Playhouse, the Keswick
Theater, the Hiway Theater, and the Abington
Arts Center.

of the highest caliber.

 The Norristown Area, with Theatre Horizon and the Montgomery County Cultural
Center.

Figure 2-1: Map of the Greater Montgomery County Region’s Arts and Culture Venues
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Types. The following types of venues are
discussed in further detail in this chapter:
 Fine Art Galleries, Museums and Instruction
 Performing Arts Venues
 Performing Arts Instruction
 Museums and Historic Sites
 Music Venues
 Movie Theaters
 Gardens and Arboretums
 Libraries
 Comedy Clubs
 Zoos and Aquariums
Estimating Visitor Numbers. The visitor
numbers listed in this report are at best,
estimates, and should be taken with a grain

of salt. However, there is by no means one
reliable source of this information, and much of
this information is based on the Montgomery
County Planning Commission’s best estimates.
For places like movie theaters that do not readily
disclose information that may be used by their
competition, visitor numbers were calculated
using equations based on national attendance
ratios per screen. For places with regularly
scheduled events, such as music venues and
performing art theaters, the number of events
per year was estimated along with the venue’s
capacity, as well as the assumption that not every
event will be at full capacity. Similarly, dance
spaces that offer instruction were looked at to
estimate the number of classes offered annually
as well as the assumption that class sizes are
relatively small.

Abington Art Center

Hiway Theater in Jenkintown

Abington Art Center

Wings of Freedom Museum at Willow Grove NAS
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Figure 2-2: Regional Fine Art Galleries,
Museums and Instruction

Fine Art Galleries, Museums
and Instruction
Montgomery County has a variety of places to
explore art. These places provide numerous ways
to display and purchase the work of local artists,
classes for students of all ages, and networking
opportunities for professionals. Regionally, art
galleries are clustered in Philadelphia’s Old City
neighborhood and attract many visitors with
monthly First Friday events – but other art galleries
have found homes in Montgomery County as well
as neighboring towns like New Hope or Kennett
Square. Ursinus College’s Berman Museum of
Art is one of the county’s only art museums,
though it remains to be seen what will become
of the former Barnes Museum galleries with the
museum’s shift to downtown Philadelphia. Smaller
art galleries – with regular events or openings that
are open to the public, are included on the below
trade areas map but not numbered.
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Figure 2-3: Fine Art Galleries, Museums and
Instruction in Montgomery County’s Trade Areas

Fine Art Galleries, Museums and Instruction
as of June 2012

Montgomery County boundary
Montgomery County trade areas
(as labeled)

Upper Montgomery County

Western Montgomery County
14
15 !
!

13
!!

Eastern Montgomery County

!5

11
!

Norristown
12
!

1. Cheltenham Center for the Arts
2. Abington Art Center
3. Arcadia University Art Gallery
4. Whitemarsh Art Center
5. Mermaid Art Studios
6. Barnes Foundation
7. Main Line Art Center
8. Villanova University Art Gallery
9. Wayne Art Center
10. Montgomery County Guild of Professional Artists
11. Greater Norristown Arts League
12. Norristown Arts Building
13. Berman Museum of Art (Ursinus College)
14. Boyer Art Gallery (Hill School)
15. Gallery on High/Gallery School
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Arts Galleries, Museums and Instruction in
Montgomery County’s Trade Areas
1. Cheltenham Center for the Arts – Started in
1940 by three Cheltenham residents, the Cheltenham Center for the Arts is housed in the
historic Cheltenham Elementary School. With
classes in pottery, painting, and printmaking
(among other disciplines) as well as art exhibits
and concerts, this is a space that is busy yearround with a variety of activities.
2. Abington Art Center – Founded in 1939 as the
Old York Road Art Guild, today the Abington
Art Center hosts art exhibits, workshops and
classes for students young and old alike, and
a variety of art programming year round. A
sculpture garden was added to the Art Center
in 1990 and a pathway around the sculpture
garden aids in the accessibility of the 27-acre
site. Classes for children and adults are held
here, as well as art exhibits and family-friendly
events.
3. Arcadia University Art Gallery – This campus
gallery is open to the public on weekdays and
weekends and is free of charge. For over 25
years, this has been a venue for individual and
thematic exhibitions shaped by the gallery’s
“mission to encourage dialogue among artists,
educators, students and the general public
about current visual art and its socio-cultural
relevance.”
4. Whitemarsh Art Center – Though located
just outside of our defined trade areas, the
Whitemarsh Art Center has been providing art

classes in Whitemarsh Township since 1964. Its
education program has dozens of art classes
each year that reach hundreds of local residents. Other outreach efforts include local art
festivals and summer camp sessions for area
children.
5. Mermaid Art Studio – Ambler’s Mermaid Art
Studio has been a fixture on Main Street for
about 20 years, with drawing, painting, and
pottery classes held throughout the year for
children and adults. Mermaid Art Studio also
takes its show on the road to schools, day care
facilities and health care settings.
6. Barnes Art Foundation – Although the Barnes
Foundation’s art collection recently debuted in
its new Philadelphia home, the Barnes estate
and its horticulture program remain in Lower
Merion Township. The site is scheduled to
reopen to the public in Fall 2012.
7. Main Line Art Center - Since 1937, Main Line
Art Center has provided classes and enrichment to students and artists of all ages, levels
and abilities. Classes and workshops are
offered year-round in areas such as painting,
drawing, sculpture, ceramics, photography, jewelry making, and printmaking. The Art Center
offers up to ten annual exhibitions and seasonal
crafts shows that feature the work of established and emerging artists.
8. Villanova University Art Gallery – Located
outside of Montgomery County but in the Main
Line trade area that is shown on the area map
above, this campus gallery is open to the public

Figure 2-4: Fine Art Galleries, Museums and Instruction Estimated Attendance
Id#

Name

General Annual Attendance

1

Cheltenham Center for the Arts

Less than 10,000

2

Abington Art Center

10,000 – 50,000

3

Arcadia University Art Gallery

Less than 10,000

4

Whitemarsh Art Center

10,000 – 50,000

5

Mermaid Art Studio

Less than 10,000

6

Barnes Art Foundation

50,000 – 100,000

7

Main Line Art Center

10,000 – 50,000

8

Villanova University Art Gallery

Less than 10,000

9

Wayne Art Center

50,000 – 100,000

10

Montgomery County Guild of Professional Artists

Less than 10,000

11

Greater Norristown Arts League

Less than 10,000

12

Norristown Arts Building

Less than 10,000

13

Berman Museum of Art (Ursinus College)

10,000 – 50,000

14

Boyer Art Gallery (Hill School)

Less than 10,000

15

Gallery on High/Gallery School

Less than 10,000
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Berman Museum of Art at Ursinus College
during the week and is free of charge. The
gallery’s mission is to present high quality
exhibits from new, emerging and established
artists from around the world.
9. Wayne Art Center - The Wayne Art Center was established in 1930 as the first art
center on the Main Line with 119 children in
art classes in a carriage house garage. Over
time, adult programs were added, offerings
for children were expanded, and the Wayne
Art Center moved to larger quarters as
enrollment grew. In 1955, the Wayne Art
Center moved to its current location but has
expanded greatly over the years.
10. Montgomery County Guild of Professional
Artists (MCGOPA) – Founded in 1998, the
MCGOPA offers a chance for local artists
to collaborate. Its gallery is hosted in the
Inquirer’s building along Route 23 near West
Conshohocken, where regular exhibits and
juried shows are held.
11. Greater Norristown Art League – The
Greater Norristown Art League was founded
in 1941, chartered in 1957, and is housed
in East Norriton Township’s Old Norriton
Schoolhouse. The Art League offers day and
evenings classes in areas as varied as painting,
printmaking and photography for students of
all ages. Special events, such as field trips and
a summer camp, are also offered.
12. Norristown Arts Building – Founded in 1996,
the Norristown Arts Building is an environment where art can be made, shown and
taught with 20 private studios and a teaching
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facility for drawing and painting workshops.
The building also houses the Pagus, a nonprofit gallery dedicated to a year-round exhibition program of high-caliber contemporary
art and an outreach program targeting local
needs and communities in Ghana.
13. Berman Museum of Art - The Berman Museum of Art, at Ursinus College in Collegeville
Borough, houses over 4,000 paintings, prints,
drawings, sculpture, decorative, and cultural
objects representing a broad array of art
historical genres. Many large-scale outdoor
sculptures belonging to the museum are
placed throughout the college campus. The
museum has been open since 1989.
14. Boyer Art Gallery – Part of Pottstown’s Hill
School and its Center for the Arts (which
opened in 1989), the gallery is open to the
public during the week and admission is free.
It attracts about 750 visitors each year and
hosts at least five events annually ranging
from works by the student body to professional artists. The gallery is also home to the
Annual Perkiomen Valley Art Center Exhibit.
15. Gallery on High/Gallery School – This joint
art gallery and art school is located in the
heart of downtown Pottstown and aims to
offer an arena for new, up-and-coming artists
to display as well as offer the works of established local, national and international artists.
The gallery space is open Tuesday – Saturday
and is free of charge. The school provides
art classes for adults and children at all skill
levels, as well as summer programming.

Figure 2-5: Map of the Greater Montgomery
County Region’s Performing Arts Venues

Performing Arts Venues
Montgomery County is home to an amazing
number of performing arts theaters that provide
dozens of acting, dance, and other opportunities
each year to students, seniors, and everyone
in-between. These theaters range from oncampus venues for drama and dance students
to show their stuff to professional productions
with performers at the top of their games. There
are also a variety of locations in the county, such
as the theater at Shannondell, a local retirement
community, which rent their facilities to several
different performing arts organizations each
year – providing local residents with countless
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Figure 2-6: Performing Arts Venues in Montgomery County’s Trade Areas

Performing Arts Venues
as of June 2012

Montgomery County boundary
Montgomery County trade areas
(as labeled)

Upper Montgomery County

16
!

14
!

Western Montgomery County

!2

4
11 !
!
19
!

20
!

15
!

!3

Eastern Montgomery County

!1

1. Act II Playhouse
2. Lansdale Performing Arts Center
3. Montgomery County Community College
4. Hill School Center for the Arts
5. Vassey Theater (Villanova University)
6. Goodhart Theater (Bryn Mawr College)
7. Arcadia University Theater
8. Penn State Abington
9. Centre Theater
10. Theatre Horizon
11. Steel River Playhouse
12. Dramateurs at the Barn Playhouse
13. Mitchell Performing Arts Center
14. Montgomery Theater
15. Village Players of Hatboro
16. Dutch Country Players
17. Narberth Theater
18. Valley Forge Performing Arts Center (Shannondell)
19. Playcrafters of Skippack
20. Kaleidoscope Performing Arts Center (Ursinus College)
21. Wayne Ballet Black Box Theatre

18
!

Norristown
12
!

13
!

!8

!
10
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21
!
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!6
Main Line

17
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Performing Arts Venues in Montgomery
County’s Trade Areas
1.

Act II Playhouse – Founded in 1998, the Act
II Playhouse is in Ambler Borough. Four
mainstage and two special event productions are staged each season at this 130-seat
theater.

2. Lansdale Center for the Performing Arts – In
a renovated Masonic Temple, this venue is
currently closed while construction to complete renovations has stalled. Discussions
about the future of this facility are ongoing.
3. Montgomery County Community College
(MCCC) – MCCC’s Lively Arts Series celebrates its 25th season in 2012, with productions taking place on the Blue Bell Campus’
Science Center Theater. But that’s really just
the tip of the iceberg – MCCC also provides
space for the annual Betzwood Film Festival,
an annual Writers Conference, guest lectures,
and art gallery spaces on both campuses
(Blue Bell and Pottstown).
4. Hill School Center for the Arts – At Pottstown Borough’s Hill School, the Center
for the Arts (CFTA) is a 31,000-square-foot
visual and performing art center. It houses
the Center Theatre, a 720-seat proscenium
theatre that is the home of The Ellis Theatre
Guild, a student-run organization that has
mounted more than 30 productions in the
theater since opening in 1989. The CFTA also
presents an annual professional performing
arts series, bringing internationally recognized
artists to the campus.
5. Vasey Theater – Outside of Montgomery
County but within the Main Line trade area,
Villanova University’s theater department
puts on a four-play season in this 180-seat
campus venue. Productions are open to both
students and the general public.
6. Goodhart Hall - Marjorie Goodhart Hall,
built in 1928, is an important resource
at Bryn Mawr College, located in Lower
Merion Township. Although the College uses
Goodhart for ceremonial and other academic
events, it is also home to its Performing Arts
Series. Formal spaces within this hall include
McPherson Auditorium with a capacity of
512 plus 10 optional accessible seats and
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the Hepburn Teaching Theater with a seating
capacity of up to 200.
7. Arcadia University Theater – In Cheltenham
Township, the mission of Arcadia University
Theater is to provide its students and the
community with a season of productions that
demonstrate the rigorous four-year sequence
of course studies in the theater program at
Arcadia University. The theater hosts four
productions per season
8. Penn State Abington – Penn State University’s campus in Abington Township is home
to a variety of events during the academic
year, ranging from lectures to family-friendly
musicals, open to students and the general
public alike. The Sutherland Building, which
houses the main campus auditorium, dates
back to 1915.
9. Centre Theater – Norristown’s Centre Theater is the home base for the Montgomery
County Cultural Center, and has a 75-seat
space which hosts a three-show main stage
season with smaller studio works. Children’s
theater events are also hosted here on a
regular basis, as classes and workshops that
are held for thespians of all ages. The building
was constructed by the Odd Fellows as a
lodge hall and public auditorium and opened
to the public in 1851.
10. Theatre Horizon – Also in Norristown,
Theatre Horizon is a professional non-profit theatre company that was founded in
1999. Theatre Horizon produces about four
mainstage productions each season. Without
a permanent home until recently, the theater
company has been renovating the former
Bell Telephone building in Norristown and its
new home is set to debut in the fall of 2012
with a 120-seat theater, ground-floor office
facility, multi-use lobby space for artistic and
audience engagement programs, and classrooms.
11. Steel River Playhouse – Steel River Playhouse,
formerly TriPAC, was founded in 2001 and
“seeks to strengthen community, inspire
creative exploration, educate, and entertain,
through the presentation of quality performing arts events and educational opportunities
geared toward a diverse audience” in its

Figure 2-7: Performing Arts Venues Estimated Attendance
Id#
1

Name
Act II Playhouse

2

Lansdale Performing Arts Center

3

Montgomery County Community College

General Annual Attendance
10,000 - 20,000
0
10,000 - 20,000

4

Hill School Center for the Arts

Less than 10,000

5

Vasey Theater (Villanova University)

Less than 10,000

6

Goodhart Hall (Bryn Mawr College)

Less than 10,000

7

Arcadia University Theater

Less than 10,000

8

Penn State Abington

Less than 10,000

9

Centre Theater (Montco Cultural Center)

Less than 10,000

10

Theatre Horizon

Less than 10,000

11

Steel River Playhouse

Less than 10,000

12

Dramateurs at the Barn Playhouse

Less than 10,000
Less than 10,000

13

Mitchell Performing Art Center

14

Montgomery Theater

10,000 - 20,000

15

Village Players of Hatboro

Less than 10,000

16

Dutch Country Players

Less than 10,000

17

Narberth Theater

Less than 10,000

18

Valley Forge Performing Arts Center
(Shannondell)

10,000 – 20,000

19

Playcrafters of Skippack

Less than 10,000

20

Kaleidoscope Performing Arts Center (Ursinus)

Less than 10,000

21

Wayne Ballet Black Box Theatre

Less than 10,000

home in Pottstown Borough. Village Productions puts on a variety of productions during
its seasons, including two mainstage productions, two productions in its Collage Series,
as well as educational events. Its home in the
TriCounty Performing Arts Center, has two
performance spaces: a Main Stage black box
theater and a smaller Newberry Loft space.
12. Dramateurs at the Barn Playhouse - The Barn
Playhouse is owned and operated by the
non-profit The Dramateurs, Inc. Since 1934,
the group has pursued its founding goal: “To
stimulate greater interest in dramatic art
and literature in Norristown and its vicinity
through educational programs.” The group
has presented a summer season of five plays
at its 170-seat theater in West Norriton
Township every year since 1937.
13. Mitchell Performing Art Center - The Mitchell Performing Arts Center (MPAC) opened
in early 2002 and was built through major
renovations to the Academy of the New
Church’s Assembly Hall. The original building
dates to 1929 and was a combination stage/
gymnasium typical for many church and

educational facilities of the time. Now, the
venue hosts a variety of events, ranging from
student musical and theater performances to
the local orchestra’s seasonal concerts.
14. Montgomery Theater – Located in downtown Souderton Borough, the Montgomery
Theater produces 5 mainstage and 2 family
productions each season, as well as other
special events and educational programs.
The playhouse, once the borough’s firehouse,
began its transformation in 1993 when the
then-Montgomery Theater Project renovated the lower level into a 70-seat theater. In
2002, the main floor was renovated into a
professional 122-seat theater called the Main
Stage.
15. Village Players of Hatboro – In Hatboro Borough, the Village Players have been producing
plays for over 6 decades, which includes 4
regular season productions (with 8 performances each). Special events, like benefits
or short runs of summer productions, are
not uncommon. The playhouse is actually a
renovated dairy barn that dates back to the
early 1800s which can seat 186 people.

Arts and Culture Venues

11

Kaleidiscope Performing Arts Center at Ursinus College
16. Dutch Country Players – With 60 years
of productions under its belt, the Dutch
Country Players first started in 1952 and are
located in Salford Township. The company
puts on 6 main stage shows and 3 family
shows each season and its theater can hold
about 200 patrons.
17. Narberth Community Theater – In a permanent home on the lower level of the United
Methodist Church of Narberth, this troupe
has been entertaining the Main Line since
1959. With three or four regular season
productions each year, this theater can seat
upwards of 200 people.
18. Valley Forge Performing Arts Center – The
Valley Forge Performing Arts Center is a 500seat theater located at Shannondell at Valley
Forge, an age-restricted community in Lower
Providence Township. This space is used for
a variety of performances both musical and
theatrical, professional and amateur.
19. Playcrafters of Skippack – Playcrafters of
Skippack, in Skippack Township, hosts 5 mainstage productions each season, with a variety
of second season productions in the fall and

12
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winter. Located in a historic, converted barn
with a seating capacity of 115, this theater
is an anchor in the always-bustling Skippack
Village.
20. Kaleidoscope Performing Arts Center –
Located on Collegeville Borough’s Ursinus
College campus, the Kaleidoscope Performing Arts Center is the home of the college’s
theater and dance departments, as well as
the site of other campus arts events. The
building houses the Lenfest Theater, a 380
seat state-of-the-art proscenium arch theater
as well as a flexible seated black box theater
with seating for up to 150.
21. Wayne Ballet Black Box Theatre – The performance space for the Wayne Ballet Studio
in Radnor Township, this black box theater
has a flexible capacity of up to 150 people.
Though in nearby Delaware County, this
venue falls within our Main Line Trade Area.
Various family-friendly ballet performances
are scheduled here throughout the year, and
this space is regularly used by nearby dance
companies.

Figure 2-8: Map of the Greater Montgomery County
Region’s Performing Arts Instruction

Performing Arts
Instruction
For students of the performing arts, whether
dance or music, there are no shortages of places
for both adults and youth to learn and practice in
and around Montgomery County. Dance classes
range from traditional styles like ballet and tap to
more unique styles like hula or salsa. Music classes
are offered that will suit someone looking to learn
anything from classical music to rock and roll, with
lessons in all styles of music and on instruments
including piano and keyboards, stringed instruments
like violin or guitar, and woodwinds like flute.
Theater schools in the county teach acting and
improv on a regular basis as well, giving students
of all ages the chance to perform in productions
ranging from comedies to dramas. For larger
schools of instruction with several classrooms and
teachers, offerings of 20+ classes per week easily
means that tens of thousands of people take part
in these performing arts classes – per business –
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Figure 2-9: Performing Arts Instruction in Montgomery County’s Trade Areas

Performing Arts Instruction
as of June 2012

Montgomery County boundary
Montgomery County trade areas
(as labeled)

!
!
!
!
Upper Montgomery County

!

!
!
!

!

!
!

!
!

Western Montgomery County

!!

!
! !! !
!

!

!
!

!

!
!
!! !

!
!

!
!
!

!!

!

!
!
!

!
!

!

Norristown

!
!

!

!
!
!
!
! !
!
!

!!

!
!!
!
!

! !
!!
!!
!
!
!
!
Eastern Montgomery County
!
!
!
!
!
!! !
! !
!

!
!

¯

!!!
!
! !!
! !
!!

Main Line

Arts and Culture Venues

13

Museums and Historic Sites
Montgomery County and its surrounding areas are
full of interesting sites, from historic homes where
General Washington probably slept (and battlefields
where he fought) to art museums full of modern art.
Although Valley Forge National Historic Park may be
the county’s most well-known historic site, much of
Montgomery County was settled hundreds of years
ago. As such, the county is full of historic sites and
quirky architecture, giving residents and visitors plenty
to explore. Historic sites were chosen based, to some
extent, on ownership. Sites owned by the government
or a non-profit organization – that are also generally
open to the public on a regular basis – were included
in this analysis. Museums in the county give us the
chance to cheer a local baseball team, laugh with the
Three Stooges, admire modern design, and remember

Figure 2-10: Map of the Greater Montgomery
County Region’s Museums and Historic Sites
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1.

Cairnwood Mansion – Located in Bryn
Athyn Borough, ground was broken for
Cairnwood in 1892, and construction
continued until the home was finished in
the spring of 1895. This home was originally
built for John and Gertrude Pitcairn, whose
family donated the house to the Academy of
the New Church, the educational branch of
the New Church, in 1980. The house stood
vacant until 1995 when, to raise money for
the restoration project, Cairnwood opened
its doors as a designer show house. Today
the mission of Cairnwood as an independent member of the Academy of the New
Church Family is to maintain the home of
John and Gertrude Pitcairn as an education-

al, cultural, and hospitality center serving the
Academy, Church community and surrounding area.
2.

Glencairn Museum - Glencairn Museum, in
Bryn Athyn Borough, is a New Church-affiliated museum of religious history. It houses
religious artwork from cultures as diverse as
ancient Egyptian, ancient Greek and Roman,
medieval Christian, Islamic, Asian, and Native
American. The building was added to the
National Register of Historic Places in 1978
and is a contributing property of the Bryn
Athyn Historic District (a National Historic
Landmark District).

3.

Philadelphia Athletics Historical Society –
The Philadelphia Athletics Museum, in Hatboro Borough, is maintained by the Philadelphia Athletics Historical Society. Its mission

Figure 2-12: Museums and Historic Sites Estimated Attendance
Id#

Name

General Annual Attendance

1

Cairnwood Mansion

2

Glencairn Museum

10,000 – 50,000
10,000 – 50,000

3

Philadelphia Athletics Historical Society

Less than 10,000

4

Wings of Freedom Museum

Less than 10,000

5

Graeme Park

Less than 10,000

6

Stoogeum

Less than 10,000

7

Evans-Mumbower Mill

Less than 10,000

8

Highlands Mansion

10,000 – 50,000

9

Hope Lodge

Less than 10,000

10

Morgan Log House

Less than 10,000

11

Peter Wentz Farmstead

10,000 – 50,000

12

Montgomery County Historical Society

Less than 10,000

13

Radnor Historical Society

Less than 10,000

14

Newtown Square Historical Society

Less than 10,000

15

Valley Forge National Historic Park

More than 500,000

16

Audubon Center

50,000 – 100,000

17

Historical Society of Trappe

Less than 10,000

18

Pennypacker Mills

19

Sunrise Mill

20

Mennonite Heritage Center

Less than 10,000

21

Red Men’s Hall (Goshenhoppen Historical Society)

Less than 10,000

22

Schwenkfelder Library

10,000 – 50,000

23

Knoll Furniture

Less than 10,000

24

Sellersville Museum

Less than 10,000

25

Richland Historical Society

Less than 10,000

26

Boyertown Museum of Vehicles

Less than 10,000

27

Pottsgrove Manor

Less than 10,000

28

Hopewell Furnace National Historic Site

Less than 10,000

10,000 – 50,000
Not open to the public
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memorabilia. In fact, Larry Fine (best known
for his role as one-third of the Three Stooges) was born in nearby Philadelphia. The
museum contains close to 100,000 pieces of
memorabilia and offers fans a chance to celebrate the legacy of this comedy team. The
Stoogeum also contains a research library,
a 16MM film storage vault and an 85-seat
theater used for film screenings, lectures
and special presentations. The Stoogeum
is the headquarters of the Three Stooges
Fan Club, which meets at the Stoogeum.
Without regular hours of operation, the
museum is generally open one weekend day
per month for visitors.

is to further the historical appreciation of
the Philadelphia Athletics American League
Baseball Club, the officials and players
affiliated with the club, the home ballparks
in which the team played, and the City of
Philadelphia’s baseball past. The Philadelphia
Athletics spent 53 seasons in Philadelphia
before departing for Kansas City in 1954;
the museum opened in 1998.
4.

5.

6.

Wings of Freedom Museum - The Harold
F. Pitcairn Wings of Freedom Museum is
adjacent to the recently closed Naval Air
Station in Willow Grove and opened to the
public in the summer of 2000. The museum
is free and open to the public. On display
are 14 aircraft and nearly 40 display cases
with topics ranging from World War One
to space exploration. The museum also
houses over 200 hand crafted scale models
and a growing number of aviation related
ephemera.
Graeme Park – In Horsham Township,
Graeme Park is owned by the Pennsylvania
Historical and Museum Commission and
operated by The Friends of Graeme Park.
Graeme Park was constructed in 1722 by
Sir William Keith as a summer home and alternative to the governor’s mansion in Philadelphia; it is the only surviving residence of
a colonial-era Pennsylvania governor. The
house has been largely unchanged since its
construction except for a restoration by Dr.
Thomas Graeme in the mid 18th century
and a minor restoration by the Pennsylvania
Historical and Museum Commission in the
1960s.

Evans-Mumbower Mill – A historic mill on
property now owned by the Wissahickon
Watershed Association in Upper Dublin
Township, it appears to date to the early
1800’s. Although records indicate a saw mill
was constructed on this property in 1745, it
was reported to have been demolished and
a new mill was built in the late 18th century.
The present structure operated as a mill for
nearly 100 years. In 2008, the mill property was listed on the National Register of
Historic Places. Tours are typically given in
the afternoons on the third Sunday of the
month during spring, summer and fall.

8.

Highlands Mansion – In 1794, Anthony
Morris, a wealthy politician and merchant,
purchased just over 200 acres of land in
Whitemarsh Township. Construction of
his home, The Highlands, was completed by
1796. The property changed hands several
times until it was given to the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania in 1957. In 1975,
The Highlands Historical Society formed to
preserve, restore and interpret the historic
mansion and grounds from 1794 to the
present.

9.

Hope Lodge - Hope Lodge is a Georgian
country mansion built between 1743 and
1748 by Quaker businessman Samuel
Morris. During the autumn of 1777, Washington’s Continental Army spent six weeks
camped at nearby Whitemarsh, and the
house was used as a hospital by his Surgeon
General John Cochran. In 1957, ownership
of the lodge was transferred to the state.

Stooegeum – The Stoogeum is the world’s
first and only museum of Three Stooges

The Stoogeum in Lower Gwynedd
16

7.
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Hope Lodge is listed on the U.S. National
Register of Historic Places. Hope Lodge
was operated by the Pennsylvania Historical
and Museum Commission as a museum and
historic site but has been closed in recent
years due to budget cuts at the state level.
10. Morgan Log House - The Edward Morgan
Log House is a historic house in Towamencin Township built around 1700. An
early owner of the house, and possibly
its builder, was the Welsh Quaker settler,
Edward Morgan, the maternal grandfather of
Daniel Boone. The building was listed on the
National Register of Historic Places in 1973.
After the property changed hands and was
subdivided several times, the house and 17
acres were purchased in 1965 with plans
to develop and subdivide the land one last
time. The house was condemned in 1967,
but was recognized as a historic structure
the same year ultimately was saved from
demolition. Towamencin Township bought
the house along with 1.7 acres in 1970.
11. Peter Wentz Farmstead - Established in
1744 by Peter and Rosanna Wentz, the
Wentz farm served as the Revolutionary
War headquarters for General Washington
during the fall of 1777. The site was purchased by Montgomery County in 1969 and
has been restored and the house furnished
to reflect its period appearance at the time
of the American Revolution. Special events
and exhibits representing Pennsylvania
German culture and early American farm life
take place year round.
12. Montgomery County Historical Society –
Located in Norristown, the county’s seat,
the Historical Society was established in
1881, incorporated in 1884, and is home to
over thirty thousand titles including books,
pamphlets, newspapers and archival materials. It hosts speakers on a regular basis as
well as houses county records dating back
to the 1700s. The Historical Society also
owns and maintains the historic Montgomery Cemetery.
13. Radnor Historical Society – This Delaware
County-based historical society operates
the Finley House, which is open Tuesday
and Saturday afternoons year round, as well

as by appointment. This home, parts of
which date back to 1789, encompasses the
core of what was then the farmhouse of
Captain John Pugh, a veteran of the Revolutionary War. The rest of the house, which
represents alterations and additions made
about 1840 and again in 1888 was given to
the Society in 1964.
14. Newtown Square Historical Society – This
historical society, also in Delaware County,
operates the Paper Mill House Museum,
which is home to the archives and historical
documents of Newtown Township. Currently, the Museum is only open Sundays 1-4
PM in July and August but admission is free
to the general public. The Paper Mill House,
owned by Newtown Township, which dates
to as early as 1770, was a residence to
workers of the numerous local mills along
Darby Creek.
15. Valley Forge National Historic Park – Valley
Forge was the site of the 1777-78 winter
encampment of the Continental Army
during the Revolutionary War. Perhaps the
biggest tourist attraction in Montgomery
County, this site has been a national park
since 1976. The park is about 3,500 acres
in size and is open year round for a variety
of activities, ranging from historic tours
to hiking and biking. Many historic artifacts and documents can be found in the
park’s library and archive, which is open by
appointment.
16. Audubon Center – The John James Audubon Center at Mill Grove was John James
Audubon’s first home in the United States
and now serves as a museum and repository for all of his major works, including Birds
of America. This home is on the National
Register of Historic Places. The National
Audubon Society, in partnership with Montgomery County, assumed management of
this site in 2004.
17. The Historical Society of Trappe, Collegeville, Perkiomen Valley – This historical
society was founded in 1964 to promote
local history. As part of its mission, the
historical society has restored the Henry
Melchior Muhlenberg House, home to
Henry Muhlenberg who settled in Trappe
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in 1742 to preach and support the German
community. The historical society makes its
home in the Dewees Museum, in the Borough
of Trappe, which dates to between 1740 and
1750 and is now home to ongoing and special
exhibits about the heritage of the Perkiomen
Valley.
18. Pennypacker Mills – A county-owned historic
site, this home was originally built in 1720 and
is fully furnished with antiques collected by
the former Governor Samuel W. Pennypacker. Exhibits and special events are scheduled
throughout the year.
19. Sunrise Mill - The grist and sawmill, built in 1767
on the Swamp Creek, supplied ground grain
and sawn lumber to generations of farmers in
the surrounding countryside, and to the troops
during the American Revolution. The cluster of
buildings within the boundaries of the 200acre site, located in the Townships of Upper
and Lower Frederick and Limerick, includes a
mid-nineteenth century house and bank barn.
Currently closed to the public, this county
historic site is slated to reopen following renovations.
20. Mennonite Heritage Center – Franconia Township’s Mennonite Heritage Center is a museum
and historical library dedicated to preserving
and sharing the stories of Mennonite faith
and life in eastern Pennsylvania. Open Tuesday-Saturday, this center houses permanent and
rotating exhibits as well as a library and archive
for general use.
21. Red Men’s Hall - The old Red Men’s Hall, once
a fraternal lodge built by the Improved Order of Red Men in 1907, houses the facilities
of the Goschenhoppen Historians in Green
Lane Borough. The Goschenhoppen Folklife
Museum and the Country Store Museum are
located within and are devoted to presenting
the heritage of the historic folk region called
“Goschenhoppen.”
22. Schwenkfelder Historical Library – This
Pennsburg Borough museum exhibits books,
manuscripts and artifacts related to the
Schwenkfelders, people of German and Christian descent who came to Philadelphia in the
mid-1700s. Five congregations remain in southeastern Pennsylvania. Started in the late 1800s,
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in 2001 the Schwenkfelder Historical Library
was expanded to house the library, archive, and
museum collections.
23. Knoll Furniture – Although primarily a manufacturing center for Knoll, Inc., the facility houses
an archive of its modern furniture designs at its
plant in Upper Hanover Township and has future plans to open a dedicated museum nearby.
24. Sellersville Museum – In Sellersville Borough
(Bucks County), this museum is open periodically throughout the year (about one weekend
per month) and houses a collection of historic
documents and items from the Greater Sellersville area. In addition, the museum hosts a
speaker series during the year.
25. Richland Historical Society – Located outside
of Quakertown in Bucks County, the Richland
Historical Society was organized in 1958 to
preserve the Shelly One-Room School, which
has been maintained as a museum that portrays
education in the Quakertown area from the
1840’s to the late 1950’s.
26. Boyertown Museum of Historic Vehicles – In
downtown Boyertown Borough (Berks County), the Boyertown Museum of Historic Vehicles
was established in 1965 and is housed in the
former Boyertown Auto Body Works factory.
The original 1872 Jeremiah Sweinhart carriage
factory still stands as a part of today’s museum
facility. This building complex, where vehicles
were built from 1872 to 1990, houses the Museum’s collections.
27. Pottsgrove Manor – Pottsgrove Manor was built
in 1752 for John Potts, ironmaster and founder
of Pottstown. Once situated on a 1,000 acre
plantation, only four acres of original property
remain today. The mansion, now owned by
Montgomery County, has been restored to
recreate the lifestyle and times of the Potts
family and offers educational demonstrations to
the public.
28. Hopewell Furnace – The Hopewell Furnace
National Historic Site, in Berks County, is an
example of a 19th century “iron plantation”.
Founded in 1771, the remaining buildings
include a blast furnace, the ironmaster’s house
and auxiliary structures including a blacksmith’s
shop, a company store and several workers’
homes. The site’s most prosperous time was
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during the 1820-1840 period with a brief
boom during the Civil War; the site discontinued operations in 1883. Today, the site
consists of 14 restored structures in the
core historic area, 52 features on the List
of Classified Structures, and a total of 848
mostly wooded acres.

Figure 2.13: Map of the Greater Montgomery
County Region’s Music Venues
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Figure 2.14: Music Venues in Montgomery County’s Trade Areas

Music Venues
as of June 2012

Montgomery County boundary
Montgomery County trade areas
(as labeled)

Upper Montgomery County

!3

!4

Western Montgomery County

!5

Eastern Montgomery County
Norristown
1. MilkBoy Coffee
2. Keswick Theater
3. Sellersville Theater
4. The Hard Bean Cafe
5. Sunnybrook Ballroom

!2

¯
Main Line

!1

Arts and Culture Venues

19

Milkboy Coffee in Ardmore
Music Venues in Montgomery County’s
Trade Areas
1.

2.

3.

MilkBoy Coffee – In Lower Merion Township, MilkBoy is by day a coffee shop and
by night an all-ages venue for shows and
creative arts events. This space has been
open since 2005.
Keswick Theater – Designed by architect
Horace Trumbauer and opened to the public
in 1928, this theater in Abington Township
hosts popular musical events year round. It
was added to the National Register of Historic Places in 1983. Although it closed for
several years during the 1980s, it reopened
in 1988. Today, the Keswick Theater hosts
many big-name acts.

1970, the theater was rebuilt in 1972 and
renamed Cinema 1894. The theater was
renovated in 2002 and opened as a music
venue in the fall of that year.
4.

The Hard Bean Café – Located in Boyertown Borough, the Hard Bean Café is
an all-ages venue that is open for musical
performances and open mic nights on a
regular basis.

5.

Sunnybrook Ballroom - Sunnybrook
Ballroom is a large dance hall dating back
to before World War II and, after closing
for many years, is operating once again in
Lower Pottsgrove Township. In early 1931,
then-owner Ray Hartenstine Sr. decided to
add a dance pavilion to the swimming pool
and picnic grove he had built five years earlier. The ballroom hosted many of the big
name band leaders of the time, including the
Glenn Miller Orchestra, and currently holds
many special events and concerts today.

Sellersville Theater – In Sellersville Borough
(Bucks County), this 1894 building (once
a horse stable) was converted into the
Selvil Theater, the area’s only movie house,
in 1950. Severely damaged by a fire in

Figure 2-15: Music Venues Estimated Attendance
Id#

20

Name

General Annual Attendance

1

MilkBoy Coffee (Ardmore)

Less than 10,000

2

Keswick Theater

50,000 – 100,000

3

Sellersville Theater

10,000 – 50,000

4

The Hard Bean Cafe

Less than 10,000

5

Sunnybrook Ballroom

10,000 – 50,000
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Figure 2-16: Map of the Greater Montgomery
County Region’s Movie Theaters

Movie Theaters
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Figure 2-17: Movie Theaters in Montgomery County’s Trade Areas
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Movie Theaters in Montgomery County’s
Trade Areas
With many choices about where to see a movie,
this section concentrates on some of the more
unique movie theaters in the county’s trade

profit, member supported movie house in
Jenkintown Borough.
9.

areas.
1.

Bala Theater – The Bala Theater opened in
1927 as the Egyptian by Warner Brothers
Theaters Corp. in Lower Merion Township.
Originally just one cinema, it was split into 3
theaters in the late 1990s.

2.

Narberth Theater – First opened in 1927,
this theater was renovated in 2004 and has
2 cinemas. This theater is a big attraction in
downtown Narberth Borough.

3.

Bryn Mawr Film Institute – Opened
in 1926 in Lower Merion Township as
the Seville Theater, the Bryn Mawr Film
Institute purchased this theater in 2004
and reopened it the following year after
extensive renovations. Currently with
2 screens, there are plans underway to
reconfigure the theaters and add another
two screens.

4.

Hiway Theatre – This single-screen
theater opened in 1913 as the York Road
Auditorium and is now run as a non-

Ambler Theater – Opened at the end of
1928 (again by Warner Brothers Theaters
Corp.) in downtown Ambler, this theater
changed hands several times before being
purchased by the non-profit Ambler Theatre,
Inc. Reopened since February 2003, this
3-screen theater is an anchor of Ambler
Borough’s revitalization efforts.

10. Collegeville Movie Tavern – One of the
county’s newest movie theaters, this Lower
Providence Township multiplex opened to
the public in July of 2011 and is the only
location of this chain in the state. Designed
as a place to eat a meal and see a movie, a
server will take your order from your seat
to allow you to sit down to more than just
a bucket of popcorn.
15. Grand Theater – Opened in 1924 in East
Greenville Borough, this theater has also
changed hands many times over the years.
Still a single screen theater, it was purchased
in 2004 and reopened to the public in 2005
after an extensive renovation. Unique
to this theater is its organ, which is used
for holiday celebrations as well as the
accompaniment to regularly scheduled silent
films.

Figure 2-18: Movie Theaters Estimated Attendance
Id#
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Name

General Annual Attendance

1

Bala Theater

50,000 – 100,000

2

Narberth Theater

50,000 – 100,000

3

Bryn Mawr Film Institute

100,000 – 200,000

4

Clearview Anthony Wayne

100,000 – 200,000
400,000 – 600,000

5

United Artists King of Prussia

6

Hiway Theatre

7

Regal Cinemas Plymouth Meeting

200,000 – 400,000

8

AMC Theatres Plymouth Meeting

200,000 – 400,000

10,000 – 50,000

9

Ambler Theater

100,000 – 200,000

10

Collegeville Movie Tavern

100,000 – 200,000

11

Regal Cinemas – Oaks

600,000 – 800,000

12

AMC 309

200,000 – 400,000

13

Regal Cinemas Warrington Crossing

600,000 – 800,000

14

Frank Theaters Montgomeryville

200,000 – 400,000

15

Grand Theater (East Greenville)

10,000 – 50,000

16

Regal Cinemas Richland Crossing (Quakertown)

17

State Theater (Boyertown)

18

Carmike 12

200,000 – 400,000

19

Coventry Theater

200,000 – 400,000
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200,000 – 400,000
10,000 – 50,000

Gardens and Arboretums
Public gardens and arboretums are a big draw in
and around Montgomery County. Philadelphia
is home to Bartram’s Garden, the oldest living
botanical garden in the nation, and Longwood
Gardens in nearby Chester County is a major
tourist attraction for the region year-round.
The Morris Arboretum, also a major tourist
attraction in the Montgomery County region, has
a small portion of its property in Whitemarsh
Township but is primarily in Philadelphia.

Figure 2-19: Map of the Greater Montgomery
County Region’s Gardens and Arboretums
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Figure 2-20: Gardens and Arboretums in Montgomery County’s Trade Areas

Gardens and Arboretums
as of June 2012

Montgomery County boundary
Montgomery County trade areas
(as labeled)

Upper Montgomery County

Western Montgomery County

Eastern Montgomery County
Norristown

!4
1. Chanticleer Gardens
2. Morris Arboretum
3. Curtis Arboretum
4. Briar Bush Nature Center
5. Barnes Foundation
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¯
!1
Main Line
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Figure 2-21: Gardens and Arboretums Estimated Attendance
Id#

Name

General Annual Attendance

1

Chanticleer Gardens

2

Morris Arboretum

100,000 – 500,000

3

Curtis Arboretum

Attendance not tracked

4

Briar Bush Nature Center

5

Barnes Foundation - Merion

10,000 – 50,000

Less than 10,000
Not currently open to the public

Gardens and Arboretums in Montgomery
County’s Trade Areas
1.

2.

3.

Chanticleer Gardens – Chanticleer Gardens, in Wayne in Delaware County, is open
Wednesday – Sunday for a small admission
fee. Most of the garden development has
taken place since 1990, when the owner of
the property passed away. 35 of the foundation’s 47 acres are open to the public, and
the gardens are host to a variety of classes
and events throughout the year.
Morris Arboretum – Owned by the University of Pennsylvania, this 92-acre property
spans both the City of Philadelphia and
Montgomery County. With more than
13,000 labeled plants, trees and flowers,
there’s always something new to see here.
The Morris Arboretum offers classes, tours
and lectures in both the spring and fall. In
addition to its greenery, the arboretum frequently displays outdoor sculptures and other artwork and has features like its Garden
Railway that appeal to children of all ages.
Curtis Arboretum – The Curtis Arboretum,
in Cheltenham Township, is open to the
public but the township does not charge
admission, so visitor numbers are not kept.

Curtis Arboretum in Cheltenham Township
24
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The property was acquired by the Township
in 1937 as a gift from Mr. Curtis’ daughter
to last during her lifetime. Upon her death,
it was reverted back to the Curtis heirs. The
property was purchased by the Township in
1974. Curtis Hall, the main building on this
property, is now used as a meeting room as
well as for many social functions.
4.

Briar Bush Nature Center. Although open
informally to visitors by its private owners
since 1908, this property was purchased
by Abington Township in 1962. Its mission
is to provide environmental education to
individuals and groups of all ages through
on-site and outreach experiences, protect
and nurture a natural wildlife habitat, and
promote conservation of natural resources
by increasing awareness and understanding
of the environment.

5.

Barnes Foundation – Merion. Originally
purchased in 1922, the Merion campus
of the Barnes Foundation features a Paul
Philippe Cret-designed residence surrounded by a 12-acre arboretum. The horticulture
program and library, as well as the Barnes’
institutional archives, are based here. This
site is not currently open to the public,
other than for horticulture classes.

Libraries
Although libraries may not be the first thing that
comes to mind when summing up the county’s
arts and culture activities, libraries provide more
than just books to the many thousands of people
who frequent them. The county’s libraries host
speakers, show movies, provide high-speed
internet access, and loan multimedia materials on
a regular basis. Although many of the county’s
libraries are clustered in the eastern half of the
county, the majority of the county’s libraries
are part of a consortium called MCLINC
(Montgomery County Library and Information
Network Consortium). MCLINC provides
independently governed and funded libraries
the opportunity to cooperatively purchase and
operate automation services, in order to provide
the best possible public service to the residents
of Montgomery County through the sharing of
resources.

Figure 2-22: Map of the Greater Montgomery
County Region’s Libraries
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Figure 2-23: Libraries in Montgomery County’s Trade Areas

Libraries

as of June 2012
Montgomery County boundary
Montgomery County trade areas
(as labeled)

19
!

18
!

20
!

Upper Montgomery County
21
!

17
!

Western Montgomery County

15
!

22
!

16
!

23
!

28
!

29
!

!

31
!

14

25
!

!
24

Norristown

26
!

11
!

1. Haverford Township Library
2. Radnor Memorial Library
3. Narberth Community Library
4. Lower Merion Library - Belmont Hills
5. Lower Merion Library - Ardmore
6. Lower Merion Library - Penn Wynne
7. Lower Merion Library - Ludington
8. Lower Merion Library - Gladwyne
9. Lower Merion Library - Bala Cynwyd
10. MCLINC - Conshohocken Free Library
11. MCLINC - Norristown Public Library
12. Upper Merion Library
13. Lower Providence Community Library
14. MCLINC - Royersford Free Library
15. MCLINC - Schwenksville Community Library
16. Pottstown Public Library
17. Boyertown Community Library
18. MCLINC - Upper Perkiomen Valley Library
19. Quakertown Library
20. Perkasie Library
21. Indian Valley Library

22. Lansdale Public Library
23. North Wales Area Library
24. Wissahickon Valley Public Library
25. Wissahickon Valley Public Library - Ambler
26. Upper Dublin Public Library
27. Upper Dublin Public Library - North Hills
28. Horsham Township Library
29. Warminster Township Free Library
30. Southampton Free Library
31. Union Library Company of Hatboro
32. Huntingdon Valley Library
33. Upper Moreland Free Public Library
34. Abington Free Library - Roslyn
35. Abington Free Library - Main Branch
36. Jenkintown Library
37. Cheltenham Library - Glenside
38. Cheltenham Library - LaMott
39. Cheltenham Library - Elkins Park
40. Cheltenham Library - East Cheltenham
41. Free Library of Springfield Township
42. Jeanes Memorial Library
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Figure 2-24: Library Estimated Attendance
Id#

Name

General Annual Attendance

1

Haverford Township Library

100,000 – 500,000

2

Radnor Memorial Library

100,000 – 500,000

3

Narberth Community Library

4

Lower Merion Library – Belmont Hills

10,000 – 50,000
10,000 – 50,000

5

Lower Merion Library – Ardmore

50,000 – 100,000

6

Lower Merion Library – Penn Wynne

50,000 – 100,000

7

Lower Merion Library – Ludington

100,000 – 500,000

8

Lower Merion Library – Gladwyne

50,000 – 100,000

9

Lower Merion Library – Bala Cynwyd

100,000 – 500,000

10

MCLINC – Conshohocken Free Library

10,000 – 50,000

11

MCLINC – Norristown Public Library

100,000 – 500,000

12

Upper Merion Library

100,000 – 500,000
100,000 – 500,000

13

Lower Providence Community Library

14

MCLINC – Royersford Free Library

15

MCLINC – Schwenksville Community Library

10,000 – 50,000

16

Pottstown Public Library

50,000 – 100,000

17

Boyertown Community Library

50,000 – 100,000

18

MCLINC – Upper Perkiomen Valley Library

10,000 – 50,000

10,000 – 50,000

19

Quakertown Library

20

Perkasie Library

100,000 – 500,000
50,000 – 100,000

21

Indian Valley Library

100,000 – 500,000

22

Lansdale Public Library

100,000 – 500,000

23

North Wales Area Library

10,000 – 50,000

24

Wissahickon Valley Public Library

25

Wissahickon Valley Public Library - Ambler

50,000 – 100,000

26

Upper Dublin Public Library

100,000 – 500,000

27

Upper Dublin Public Library – North Hills

28

Horsham Township Library

100,000 – 500,000

10,000 – 50,000
100,000 – 500,000

29

Warminster Township Free Library

100,000 – 500,000

30

Southampton Free Library

100,000 – 500,000

31

Union Library Company of Hatboro

10,000 – 50,000

32

Huntingdon Valley Library

50,000 – 100,000

33

Upper Moreland Free Public Library

100,000 – 500,000

34

Abington Free Library – Roslyn

50,000 – 100,000
100,000 – 500,000

35

Abington Free Library – Main Branch

36

Jenkintown Library

50,000 – 100,000

37

Cheltenham Library – Glenside

100,000 – 500,000

38

Cheltenham Library – LaMott

50,000 – 100,000

39

Cheltenham Library – Elkins Park

100,000 – 500,000

40

Cheltenham Library – East Cheltenham

10,000 – 50,000

41

Free Library of Springfield Township

50,000 – 100,000

42

Jeanes Memorial Library

100,000 – 500,000

Libraries in Montgomery County’s
Trade Areas
1.
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Haverford Township Free Library - The
official public library of Delaware County’s
Haverford Township since 1934, this library’s
resources are available to anyone with a
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valid library card, including nearby residents
in Montgomery County.
2.

Radnor Memorial Library – Located in
nearby Delaware County, Radnor Township
has had a library since 1809 when the first
subscription library was established in the
vicinity of the Radnor Meeting House. The

tion. The library houses the Pennsylvania
Room Collection, which was started by the
library’s founder and today includes titles
important to the study of local and state
history, architecture, biography, travel, and
industry.

library has grown since it opened with 17
books. The library opened to the general
public in 1940 and moved into its current
space in 1980 after several expansions and
moves.
3.

4.

Narberth Community Library - Narberth
Community Library is an independent
library, founded in 1921 by a member of the
Women’s Community Club of Narberth,
and moved into its present quarters in 1926.
Its most recent renovation was in 2006.
Lower Merion Library-Belmont Hills – This
township branch opened as branch of the
Bala Cynwyd Library in 1935, moved to
the Belmont Hills neighborhood in the
early 1940s, opened at its present location
in 1969. It has been a focal point for the
community ever since.

5.

Lower Merion Library-Ardmore – The Ardmore Free Library was founded in 1899 and
its historic home dates to 1917 and 1924.

6.

Lower Merion Library-Penn Wynne – The
Penn Wynne Library began in 1929 and was
formally incorporated in 1932. The current
building that houses the library opened in
1949, with periodic expansions and renovations since then.

7.

Lower Merion Library-Ludington – The largest township library, major renovations to
this branch have been recently completed.
More than 10,000 square feet of new space
has been added to the library. The first library in the village of Bryn Mawr dates back
to 1916 and has been a center for reference
and research in the township. The library’s
collection has a particular emphasis on
reference, children’s literature, history, art,
architectural history, horticulture, religion,
philosophy, cookery and nutrition.

8.

Lower Merion Library-Gladwyne – This
library’s building was built in 1921 (and was
owned by the Episcopal Diocese) and has
had many uses over the years, including a
post office, a community health center, a
polling place (until 1960), a site for various
club meetings, and a gymnasium. The library
opened in 1931 but it wasn’t until 1951 that
the Diocese conveyed the building’s title
to the Gladwyne Free Library Corpora-

9.

Lower Merion Library-Bala Cynwyd – The
Bala Cynwyd Library opened to the public
in 1915. The branch moved to its current
location in 1974 and has a special emphasis
on music. This branch closed at the beginning of 2012 for renovations.

10. MCLINC-Conshohocken Free Library – The
Conshohocken Free Library was founded in
1907 and became a branch of the Montgomery County – Norristown Public Library in
1973.
11. MCLINC–Norristown Public Library – The
Montgomery County – Norristown Public
Library was founded in 1794 as a private
subscription library, the Norristown Library
Company, by 90 families. After Norristown’s only public library closed in 1937,
the Norristown Library Company became
the Norristown Public Library in 1942. And
after merging with the Montgomery County
Free Library in 1968, the library received
the name it carries to this day. The library
moved to its current building at the intersection of Swede and Elm Streets in 1977.
This library is a major resource for interlibrary loans to the rest of the county.
12. Upper Merion Library – Located in the
Upper Merion Township Building, the library
serves a diverse population in its modern
space.
13. Lower Providence Community Library The Lower Providence Community Library,
built in 1996, provides books, electronic
media, and periodicals to more than 14,000
patrons per month.
14. MCLINC-Royersford Free Public Library
– The Royersford Free Public Library was
founded in 1898 and became a branch of
the Montgomery County-Norristown Public
Library in 1995.
15. MCLINC-Schwenksville Community Library
– In 1934, the Schwenksville Library was
established and in 1996, this library became
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a branch of the Montgomery County-Norristown Public Library. This library serves
the residents of Collegeville, Trappe, and
Schwenksville Boroughs, as well as Perkiomen, Lower Frederick, and Skippack
Townships. With more than 12,500 volumes
and a large community meeting room, this
library is always busy with patrons and
activities.
16. Pottstown Regional Public Library - The
Pottstown Public Library was founded in
1921 by the Century Club of Pottstown. It
moved to its current location in 1961. In
2010, the library became the Pottstown
Regional Public Library, continuing to serve
the Borough of Pottstown as well as Upper,
Lower and West Pottsgrove Townships. The
library provides diverse and easily accessible
materials, services and programs, seeks to
create an atmosphere that encourages the
free flow of ideas, and strives to educate,
inform and enrich all residents of its service
area.
17. Boyertown Community Library – The Boyertown Community Library in Berks County, open to the public since 1989, serves
the greater Boyertown area, which includes
patrons from Montgomery County, especially from neighboring Douglass Township.
18. MCLINC-Upper Perkiomen Valley Library
– This MCLINC branch opened in 1970.
Since 1992, the library has been located in
the annex section of The Lofts Apartments
on Main Street in Red Hill Borough. The

library provides 4,000 sq. feet of space to
house its collections and an additional 4,000
sq. feet for use as multipurpose meeting
rooms. This branch serves residents of East
Greenville, Green Lane, Pennsburg, and Red
Hill Boroughs as well as Upper Hanover and
Marlborough Townships.
19. Quakertown Library – Opened in 2004
and named for locally-born author James A.
Michener, this library is part of the Bucks
County Free Library system.
20. Perkasie Library – Open since 1955, when
Perkasie businessman and community
leader Samuel Pierce purchased a one-room
schoolhouse and stocked it with books, the
Perkasie Library is part of the Bucks County
Free Library system. Its current home was
constructed in 1988.
21. Indian Valley Library – The Indian Valley
Library, located on the Bucks County side
of Telford Borough, serves the six communities of the Souderton Area School District:
Franconia, Lower Salford, Salford, and Upper
Salford Townships, as well as Souderton
and Telford Boroughs. More than 30,000
individuals hold Indian Valley Public Library
cards. The library’s mission is to offer
“accessible resources in order to inform,
enrich, and entertain persons of all ages.”
22. Lansdale Public Library - The Lansdale Public
Library opened in 1928 in a room in what
was then borough hall. The library moved
into its present location, a former supermarket, in 1972. The library now offers
computer and internet access, a multimedia
collection, and a variety of programming for
patrons of all ages.
23. North Wales Area Library – Founded in
1927, the North Wales Area Library had
been housed in the basement of the North
Wales Elementary School. Still in the heart
of North Wales Borough, the library moved
into its current space in the beginning of
2010 with 30,000 volumes and community space for activities. The library is used
by a large community, including residents
of North Wales, Lansdale, Hatfield, Upper
Gwynedd, Montgomery Township, and
Towamencin.

The North Wales Library
28
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24. Wissahickon Valley Public Library – Located
in Whitpain Township, the Wissahickon Valley
Public Library is committed to support literacy, life long learning, informational resources, and life enrichment for all of its patrons
by providing community based physical and
electronic access to collections of print and
media and supporting effective and enjoyable use of these collections.
25. Wissahickon Valley Public Library-Ambler –
A satellite location of the Wissahickon Valley
Public Library’s main branch serves the
Greater Ambler area.
26. Upper Dublin Public Library - The Upper
Dublin Public Library is housed in a 15,000
square foot building. The Upper Dublin
Public Library has grown from a small elementary school space to its current facility,
an expansion of the Township Building that
took place in 1992. At the same time, the library became a department of the Township
and a municipal library.
27. North Hills Community Library – This is
a small branch of the Upper Dublin Public
Library that serves the North Hills community.
28. Horsham Township Library – This library
is part of the township’s municipal government; its current home opened to the public
in 2004. The library provides services to
the residents of Horsham Township and
the Hatboro-Horsham School District. The
library offers a collection of print and audio-visual items for both children and adults,
housed in a 25,000 square foot building,
with ample on-site parking. Meeting space
for up to 183 people is available.
29. Warminster Township Free Library – Open
Monday through Saturday, the Warminster
Township Free Library is part of the Bucks
County Free Library consortium. The
library offers a number of programs for
adults as well as children, as well as large
print books, audio books, CDs, DVDs, videos and video games for circulation.
30. Southampton Free Library - The library was
founded in 1921 by the Women’s Club of
Southampton and in its early years was run

by a volunteer staff. The current building was dedicated in 1971 and has been
expanded over the years. This library is also
a part of the Bucks County Free Library
consortium, allowing patrons to borrow
materials from any member library.
31. Union Library Company of Hatboro - In
1755, a group of local residents met and
signed an “Instrument of Partnership” to
create the “Union Library of Hatborough.”
The library’s building was completed in
1850 and was placed on the National
Register of Historic Places in 1979. Some
additions have been made to the library
over the years. Even though so much time
has passed since its original incarnation,
the library continues to operate under its
original charter (the second oldest library in
Pennsylvania to do so).
32. Huntingdon Valley Library – In Lower
Moreland Township, the original Huntingdon
Valley Library dates back to 1871. However,
the library in its current location dates back
to 1995, when an addition was built on the
old Red Lion School site. The goal of the
Huntingdon Valley Library is to enrich the
lives of the residents of Lower Moreland
Township by meeting their educational,
cultural and recreational needs.
33. Upper Moreland Free Public Library - The
Upper Moreland Free Public Library dates
back to 1956 when a group of interested
families pursued the idea of a library; a
basement store was ultimately rented and
opened to the public in 1959. The library
has moved and expanded several times
and the current location of the library
opened in 1997, across the driveway from
the township building. With a variety of
programming and a collection of more than
75,000 items, as well as internet access and
e-books, there’s always something going on
at the library.
34. Abington Free Library-Roslyn Branch – A
satellite library location in the township’s
Roslyn neighborhood, this small branch
offers book deliveries to homebound senior
citizens, offers public computer access, and
has lots of family-friendly programming.
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offers, in addition to books, periodicals, and
other media resources, a variety of community events and ESL tutoring on a regular
basis.
40. Cheltenham Library-East Cheltenham –
Located in the Rowland Community Center
in Cheltenham Township’s Cheltenham
Village neighborhood, this branch also dates
back to 1957 when it opened on a volunteer basis in a local home. Housed in the
community center since 1978, the library
holds many family-friendly events throughout the year.

The Jenkintown Library
35. Abington Free Library-Main Branch – One
of the largest libraries in the county, the
Abington Free Library building dates back
to 1956 although it has undergone several
renovations since then. It is home to an
extensive children’s book collection, as
well as more than a dozen public computer terminals and a room for lectures and
presentations.
36. Jenkintown Library - The Jenkintown Library
was founded in 1803. Various additions and
updates have been made to the oldest part
of the building, which dates back to 1839. In
1979, the library was listed on the National Register of Historic Places. The library
offers a community meeting room as well as
a variety of programming, including a book
discussion group and summer reading and
enrichment programs for local children.
37. Cheltenham Library-Glenside – One of four
libraries in Cheltenham Township’s library
system, this branch serves the Glenside
neighborhood and was established in 1928.
38. Cheltenham Library-LaMott – Located in
the LaMott Community Center, this is a
branch of the Cheltenham Library system
and has been open to the public since 1966.
39. Cheltenham Library-Elkins Park – Located
in Cheltenham Township, this branch is one
of the largest of the township’s four library
locations and opened in 1957. It moved to
its current location in 1981 and currently

30
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41. Free Library of Springfield Township - The
Free Library of Springfield Township was
founded in 1966 and gives access to over
60,000 educational and recreational materials. It is currently located next to the township administrative building. Since opening,
the library has been dedicated to creating a
community center for lifetime learning.
42. William Jeanes Memorial Library –Whitemarsh Township is home to a newly renovated and expanded library building for the
William Jeanes Memorial Library. Opened
in March 2012, this state-of-the-art facility
boasts a nearly 66 percent larger footprint.
However, the library dates back to 1926,
when one room of the William Ambler
home in Plymouth Meeting was transformed
into the library’s original home. The current
location of the library opened in 1971.

Comedy Clubs
There are not too many comedy clubs in
the Philadelphia area, with the greatest
concentration in downtown Philadelphia, as
well as some improv comedy troupes that rent
performance space from other groups. At the
moment, the Chuckles Comedy Club at the
Valley Forge Beef and Ale is the only comedy
club location in Montgomery County or its
trade areas. Although performances have been
scheduled in the past at the Cedars Pub, there
are no scheduled performances at the moment

Figure 2-25: Map of the Greater Montgomery
County Region’s Comedy Clubs
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Figure 2-26: Comedy Clubs in Montgomery County’s Trade Areas
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as of June 2012
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Figure 2-27: Map of the Greater Montgomery
County Region’s Zoos and Aquariums

Zoos and Aquariums
Although the Philadelphia region is home to
two major attractions: the Philadelphia Zoo
and Camden’s Adventure Aquarium, neither
of these are located in Montgomery County
or its trade areas. The Philadelphia Zoo and
Adventure Aquarium each get more than
one million visitors annually. However, the
Elmwood Park Zoo in Norristown is a major
local draw. Outside of the county, the Lehigh
Valley Zoo is the only other similar attraction
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Figure 2-28: Zoos and Aquariums in Montgomery County’s Trade Areas

Zoos and Aquariums
as of June 2012
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!

Zoos and Aquariums in Montgomery
County’s Trade Areas
1.

Elmwood Park Zoo - Elmwood Park Zoo
was established in 1924 when a local
farmer transferred 16 acres of land and a
collection of animals to the Municipality of
Norristown. Today, the zoo is owned and
operated by the non-profit Norristown
Zoological Society, which seeks to foster
an appreciation of wildlife and their habitat
that will inspire active participation in con-

servation. The zoo currently maintains a
collection of about 300 animals indigenous
to the Americas.
2.

Wildlife Center at Upper Schuylkill Valley
Park – The Wildlife Center in Upper
Schuylkill Valley Park is home to this
15-acre display of wild animals and raptors
indigenous to Pennsylvania, many of which
have been orphaned and/or injured. This
county-owned property in Upper Providence Township opened in 1972.

Figure 2-29: Zoo and Aquarium Estimated Attendance
Id#

Name

1

Elmwood Park Zoo

2

Wildlife Center at Upper Schuylkill Valley Park

General Annual Attendance
100,000 – 500,000
50,000 – 100,000

Elmwood Park Zoo in Norristown

Arts and Culture Venues
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CHAPTER 3

Demographics of Trade Areas
The demographics of the trade areas will help
determine the demand for arts and culture
services. As discussed in Chapter 2, the bulk of
the county has been divided into five trade areas
that extend into adjoining counties. A couple of

small areas of the county fall into neighboring
trade areas, such as parts of Springfield and
Whitemarsh Townships that are served by
Chestnut Hill. These trade areas are shown
below in figure 3-1.

Figure 3-1: Arts and Culture Trade Areas

Upper Montgomery County

Western Montgomery County

Eastern Montgomery County
Norristown

Main Line

¯
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Demographic Data

the most important type of data, but other
demographic characteristics can be used to
estimate potential participation by people in
a trade area. For example, people who have
completed college are much more likely to
attend an art museum or musical play than those
who have not graduated from college. Figures
3-4 through 3-7 show income, educational
attainment, age, and race information for the five

Spending is often calculated on a household
basis, including arts and culture spending. Figure
3-2 shows existing population and household
totals, while Figure 3-3 shows the projected
number of new people in each trade area.
Various demographic data can be used to
determine demand for goods and services,
including arts and culture goods. Income is

trade areas.

Figure 3-2: Population and Households in 2010
Eastern
Montco
Trade Area

Main Line
Trade Area

Norristown
Trade Area

Upper
Montco
Trade Area

Western
Montco
Trade Area

Montgomery
County as a
Whole

United
States

People

321,787

142,129

175,198

242,762

182,700

799,874

308,745,538

Households

122,100

52,092

67,844

92,378

68,354

307,750

116,716,292

Source: 2010 U.S. Census

Figure 3-3: Forecasted Population in 2020
Eastern
Montco
Trade Area
People
Change from 2010

Main Line
Trade Area

Norristown
Trade Area

Upper
Montco
Trade Area

Western
Montco
Trade Area

Montgomery
County as a
Whole

325,638

143,007

181,015

249,596

194,902

823,564

3,851

878

5,817

6,834

12,202

23,690

Source: DVRPC Forecasts

Figure 3-4: Estimated Household Income in 2010

Median Household
Income

Eastern
Montco
Trade Area

Main Line
Trade Area

Norristown
Trade Area

Upper
Montco
Trade Area

Western
Montco
Trade Area

Montgomery
County as a
Whole

United
States

$79,214

$96,478

$71,926

$74,663

$72,942

$76,380

$51,914

#

%

#

%

#

%

#

%

#

%

#

%

#

%

Households less
than $10,000

4,419

4%

1,783

3%

2,289

3%

3,021

3%

2,497

4%

11,053

4%

8,274,388

7%

Households $10,000
to $19,999

7,838

7%

2,671

5%

4,826

7%

5,375

6%

4,738

7%

19,352

6%

12,402,538

11%

Households $20,000
to $29,999

8,522

7%

2,917

6%

5,491

8%

6,293

7%

5,103

8%

21,102

7%

12,206,624

11%

Households $30,000
to $39,999

8,964

7%

3,050

6%

6,144

9%

7,311

8%

5,737

9%

23,653

8%

11,657,045

10%

Households $40,000
to $49,999

8,463

7%

3,372

6%

5,359

8%

7,405

8%

4,808

7%

22,696

7%

10,546,021

9%

Households $50,000
to $74,999

19,970

17%

7,484

14%

12,678

19%

17,220

19%

13,048

19%

52,650

17%

21,201,711

19%

Households $75,000
to $99,999

17,538

15%

6,085

12%

9,944

15%

14,262

16%

10,789

16%

44,697

15%

14,097,295

12%

Households
$100,000 to
$149,999

22,609

19%

9,692

18%

11,865

17%

18,411

20%

12,818

19%

57,043

19%

14,065,756

12%

Households over
$150,000

21,982

18%

15,816

30%

9,881

14%

11,334

13%

7,600

11%

54,415

18%

9,784,618

9%

Source: 2006-2010 U. S. Census American Community Survey
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Figure 3-5: Estimated Educational Attainment in 2010
Eastern
Montco
Trade Area
#

%

Main Line
Trade Area
#

%

Norristown
Trade Area
#

%

Upper
Montco
Trade Area
#

%

Western
Montco
Trade Area
#

%

Montgomery
County as a
Whole
#

%

United
States
#

%

Grade School

3,183

1%

1,000

1%

3,979

3%

4,793

3%

3,231

3%

12,221

2%

12,435,227

6%

Some High School

8,832

4%

1,989

2%

8,091

7%

9,707

6%

8,486

7%

28,316

5%

17,463,256

9%

High School Graduate

57,417

26%

14,576

16%

35,242

29%

52,116

31%

42,110

35%

143,580

26%

57,903,353

29%

Some College

51,378

23%

14,500

16%

25,898

21%

41,065

25%

29,851

25%

120,528

22%

56,197,824

28%

College Graduate

58,182

26%

27,586

30%

29,638

24%

38,407

23%

24,684

21%

140,177

26%

35,148,428

18%

Graduate School

41,013

19%

32,470

35%

18,540

15%

20,233

12%

11,623

10%

100,808

18%

20,578,571

10%

Source: 2006-2010 U. S. Census American Community Survey

Figure 3-6: Age Distribution in 2010
Eastern
Montco
Trade Area
#

%

Main Line
Trade Area
#

Norristown
Trade Area

%

#

%

Upper
Montco
Trade Area
#

%

Western
Montco
Trade Area

Montgomery
County as a
Whole

#

%

#

%

United
States
#

%

Age 18 - 24

24,996

10%

18,864

17%

13,385

10%

17,328

9%

13,574

10%

61,860

10%

30,672,088

13%

Age 25 - 34

32,525

13%

12,915

12%

28,361

21%

28,227

15%

20,667

15%

96,641

16%

41,063,948

18%

Age 35 - 44

39,889

16%

16,920

15%

24,633

18%

34,694

19%

28,008

21%

108,884

18%

41,070,606

18%

Age 45 - 54

52,344

21%

20,851

19%

26,378

19%

40,845

22%

30,143

22%

128,311

21%

45,006,716

19%

Age 55 - 64

41,190

17%

18,300

17%

20,237

15%

30,582

16%

20,976

15%

99,952

16%

36,482,729

16%

Age 65 - 74

25,579

10%

10,538

10%

12,292

9%

18,174

10%

11,956

9%

58,492

9%

21,713,429

9%

75 and Over

29,545

12%

12,009

11%

12,316

9%

17,193

9%

11,197

8%

62,235

10%

18,554,555

8%

Source: 2006-2010 U. S. Census American Community Survey

Figure 3-7: Race and Hispanic Origin in 2010
Eastern
Montco
Trade Area
#

%

Main Line
Trade Area
#

%

Norristown
Trade Area
#

%

Upper
Montco
Trade Area
#

%

Western
Montco
Trade Area
#

%

Montgomery
County as a
Whole
#

%

United
States
#

%

White (non-Hispanic)

259,741

81%

122,115

86%

121,693

69%

208,340

86%

161,068

88%

631,784

79%

196,817,552

64%

Black (non-Hispanic)

27,141

8%

5,716

4%

22,616

13%

6,724

3%

9,414

5%

67,582

8%

37,685,848

12%

Other (non-Hispanic)

23,685

7%

10,605

7%

16,104

9%

20,054

8%

7,012

4%

66,275

8%

23,764,544

8%

Hispanic

11,220

3%

3,693

3%

14,785

8%

7,644

3%

5,206

3%

34,233

4%

50,477,594

16%

Source: 2006-2010 U. S. Census American Community Survey
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Types of People and
Households

and data firm, categorizes households based on
their specific characteristics, including shopping
and entertainment preferences. This can be
found online in the Tapestry Segment of their
Community Analyst. The results of their analysis
are shown below in Figure 3-8, which also
includes a brief description of each household
segment and their entertainment preferences.

Montgomery County, like the nation as a whole,
is a mosaic of many different types of people
and households. Some of these are much more
likely to attend arts and culture events and
venues than others. ESRI, the national mapping

Figure 3-8: Household Segments
Eastern
Montco
Main Street USA - Family-oriented, frugal households
(movies, family restaurants, TV, games)

Main Line

Norristown
Area

Upper
Montco

Western
Montco

Montgomery
County as a
Whole

United
States

10.3%

.8%

10.9%

18.5%

8.4%

10.7%

2.6%

8.3%

3.9%

9.0%

10.4%

7.8%

9.2%

2.5%

12.0%

12.3%

2.9%

7.6%

1.4%

Cozy and Comfortable - Middle-aged married couples
settled in older areas
(TV, family restaurants, DVDs)

9.5%

2.4%

5.7%

4.8%

8.9%

6.6%

2.8%

Sophisticated Squires - Married couple families with
cultured country life
(TV, sport events, computer games)

4.3%

4.8%

11.1%

11.6%

6.6%

2.7%

Wealthy Seaboard Suburbs - Affluent married couples
(shopping, traveling, theater)

7.1%

11.3%

5.9%

1.1%

5.6%

1.4%

Retirement Communities - Single seniors who
live alone
(theater, museums, dancing, TV, reading, adult
education)

8.8%

4.9%

3.8%

4.0%

2.1%

5.2%

1.5%

Exurbanites - Affluent lifestyle in open spaces beyond
urban fringe
(theater when traveling, sports, sport events)

4.5%

7.1%

8.1%

6.3%

4.8%

2.5%

Prosperous Empty Nesters - Mostly older couples with
no children at home
(travel, TV, reading)

6.9%

6.8%

3.1%

4.6%

1.8%

Boomburbs - New suburbs with busy, affluent young
families
(sport events, theme parks, sports, family DVDs)

1.3%

3.7%

3.8%

3.8%

2.3%

Old and Newcomers - Young or older retiring people
in transition
(TV, movies, DVDs, reading)

2.0%

1.0%

9.6%

1.5%

3.6%

1.9%

Suburban Splendor - Successful, suburbanite families
(travel, museums, reading, sports, theater)

2.1%

1.0%

3.2%

5.9%

3.5%

1.7%

10.9%

4.0%

5.4%

3.5%

1.7%

3.0%

1.3%

2.6%

1.7%

2.6%

.7%

In Style - Live in suburbs but like urban lifestyle
(live music, gambling, sport events, computers)
Connoisseurs - Very affluent, older households with
conspicuous consumption
(travel, museums, theater, dance, eating out, reading,
exercise)

Pleasant-Ville - Prosperous, settled,
middle-aged families
(theme parks, dining out, sports, travel)
Urban Chic - Professionals living a sophisticated,
exclusive lifestyle
(travel, museums, dance, shopping, sports, concerts, sport
events)

4.0%

Enterprising Professionals - Young, educated
professionals
(travel, theme parks, sports, eating at upscale chains)

1.3%

Top Rung - Wealthy, mature, educated married couples
(reading, shopping, concerts, sport events, sports)
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2.4%

12.6%

6.4%

.9%

1.2%

3.9%
17.7%
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3.1%

1.3%

Eastern
Montco

Main Line

Norristown
Area

Green Acres - Blue-collar, baby-boomer families in
exurban areas
(outdoor sports, TV)
Up and Coming Families - Young, affluent families
with younger children
(family restaurants, sports, theme parks, TV, DVDs)

1.1%

Metropolitans - Young, educated, urbane lifestyle in
older neighborhoods
(rock concerts, movies, computers)

1.6%

5.7%

City Dimensions - Diverse, young, less affluent urban
households
(TV, games, movies, eating out)

Western
Montco

Montgomery
County as a
Whole

United
States

6.1%

13.6%

2.5%

3.2%

5.1%

8.2%

2.3%

3.5%

1.7%

1.2%

1.5%

0.9%

1.3%

1.4%

1.5%
4.3%

Metro Renters - Young, educated singles
(fitness, dancing, concerts, karaoke, eating out, movies,
travel, computers)
Aspiring Young Families - Young, start-up families
(theme parks, sports, TV, movies, family restaurants)

Upper
Montco

4.6%

2.4%

4.7%

0.9%

1.8%

1.0%

2.4%

Great Expectations - Younger, less affluent, beginning
careers and families
(dinner out, movies)

2.2%

1.7%

0.9%

1.7%

Simple Living - Less affluent, conservative lifestyle
(TV)

1.3%

1.5%

0.8%

1.4%

Urban Rows - Urban, less educated and less affluent
(TV, movies, sports, games)

2.6%

0.6%

0.3%

Laptops and Lattes - Affluent, unattached singles
(movies, theater, dance, concerts, museums, nightclubs,
sport events, shopping, eating out, adult education)

3.4%

0.3%

1.0%

College Towns - Young, education-oriented singles
(sports, concerts, sport events, movies)

2.6%

0.3%

0.8%

Silver and Gold - Wealthy, educated seniors
(travel, golf, eating out, classical concerts, reading)

1.7%

0.1%

0.9%

Trendsetters - Young, diverse, mobile, and educated
professional on cutting edge
(shopping, movies, concerts, reading)

0.7%

0.3%

1.1%

4.1%

0.2%

2.7%

Rustbelt Retirees - Older urban families
(family restaurants, TV, gambling, bowling)

3.8%

0.7%

2.1%

Rustbelt Traditions - Urban, modest-income families,
traditionally worked in manufacturing, now services
(Outdoor sports, bowling, country music, TV)

2.5%

0.4%

2.8%

Salt of the Earth - Independent rural families
(family restaurants, outdoor sports, TV, country music)

.9%

Midland Crowd - Families, primarily married couples,
from rural towns
(Outdoor sports, TV, country music)

1.5%

Southern Satellites - Rural, lower-income, less-educated
married couples
(Outdoor sports, TV)

1.6%

3.8%

1.0%

2.7%

Milk and Cookies - Young affluent - often dual-income
- married couples starting families
(TV, games, theme parks, bowling)

1.4%

Crossroads - Younger, less-educated and less-affluent
families in growing small towns
( TV and sports events)

1.3%

0.2%

2.0%
1.5%

Inner City Tenants - Young, diverse, and less affluent
(Movies, sports events, video games)

1.4%

0.6%

Family Foundations - Family-oriented urban areas
(Outdoor sports, TV)

0.7%

0.3%

Demographics of Trade Areas

39

Fashion show in Norristown
In addition, the Greater Philadelphia Cultural
Alliance tracks attendance, membership, and
donation data for many cultural organizations
in southeastern Pennsylvania. This data can be
compared with the number of households in
each region to get a feel for how much arts and
cultural attendance occurs. Not surprisingly,
and coinciding with the Tapestry Segment
data from ESRI, the Main Line and Eastern
Montgomery County trade areas have the
highest participation rates.

Some of the broadly-defined entertainment
preferences shown in Figure 3-8 are arts
and culture oriented, while some of them,
like shopping, sports, TV, and games, are not.
Household segments with arts and culture
entertainment preferences were consolidated in
Figure 3-9 to show the percent of households
most likely to attend an arts and culture event.

Figure 3-9: Estimated Percent of Households Most Likely to Attend Arts and Culture Events

Percent of
Households

Eastern
Montco
Trade Area

Main Line
Trade Area

Norristown
Trade Area

Upper
Montco
Trade Area

Western
Montco
Trade Area

Montgomery
County as a
Whole

48%

82%

38%

31%

16%

46%

Source: Analysis is Based on Figure 3-8, the Tapestry Segments from ESRI

Figure 3-10: Arts and Culture Attendance per Household

Number of
Affiliations per
Household per Year

Eastern
Montco
Trade Area

Main Line
Trade Area

Norristown
Trade Area

Upper
Montco
Trade Area

Western
Montco
Trade Area

Montgomery
County as a
Whole

1.9

2.1

.9

.4

.4

1.1

Source: MCPC Analysis of List Coop data from Greater Philadelphia Cultural Alliance
Note: Affiliations includes attendances, memberships, and donations.
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CHAPTER 4

Market Analysis by Type of
Arts and Culture Facility

Keswick Theater in Abington
There are many different types of arts and
culture markets, but this analysis will only focus
on the few that are most relevant for revitalizing
downtowns.
The following markets will be analyzed in more
detail because their products/services are
fairly measurable, particularly via the consumer
expenditure survey:
 Performing arts theaters, including plays and
live music.
 Film theaters.

The following market will be discussed more
generically, mostly with an analysis of the supply
side of the market:
 Art centers/galleries/studio centers.
Instruction for performing arts or visual arts,
particularly of children, is also an important type
of facility found in older downtowns. Virtually
all live performing arts theaters and art centers
include instruction and lessons as an integral
part of their mission and bottom line, and there
are many arts academies and schools scattered
around the county. Because of the difficulty of

Market Analysis by Type of Arts and Culture Facility
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performing arts capacity been built in a local area
to support more capacity?
The estimated unmet demand shown below
in Figure 4-1 is based on household spending
patterns, income levels, and existing performing
arts venues. This analysis assumes that the vast
majority of performing arts spending by local
residents is done in Philadelphia, with 9% to
20% of spending happening in local trade areas,
depending on the characteristics and location
of the trade area. The Appendix provides a
complete explanation of the methodology used
for this supply and demand analysis.

Irish Dancers at Festival in Green Lane Park

As shown in Figure 4-1, all of the county’s five
trade areas, from a purely dollars and cents
perspective, have potential capacity to add
performing arts venues. With this information
as a starting point and taking into account the
characteristics of the trade areas, the potential
demand for additional or expanded performing
arts space can be estimated. It should be kept
in mind, however, that operating a performing
arts venue, in the best of times, is very difficult,
with many non-profit facilities running in the red.
And, in a suburban location, ticket prices have to
be kept relatively low and extensive marketing
efforts are needed to make people aware of the
excellent events available in their own backyards.

measuring supply and demand for these facilities,
this chapter does not have an analysis of the
market for these facilities.
Unique arts and culture facilities, like a zoo,
museum, or garden, also are not analyzed here
but can be important draws and anchors for
communities where they exist.

Performing Arts Theaters
Performing arts theaters have become important
venues in the county’s older downtowns,
particularly for revitalization.

On the other hand, it is possible to shift
attitudes and to get people to attend local
performing arts venues. For example, over the
last 20 years, four professional theaters have
opened in the county, including the Montgomery
Theater in Souderton, Act II Playhouse in Ambler,
Steelriver Playhouse in Pottstown, and Theatre

As a starting point for analyzing the market for
performing arts venues, it is possible to conduct
a classic supply and demand analysis based on
spending patterns and income. This analysis
answers a couple of basic questions – Is there
enough money in local trade areas to support
a performing arts venue and has too much

Horizon in Norristown.

Figure 4-1: Estimated Unmet Demand for Performing Arts Theaters by Trade Area
Eastern
Main Line Trade
Montco Trade
Area
Area

Norristown
Trade Area

Western
Upper Montco
Montco Trade
Trade Area
Area

Estimated Demand

$2,810,600

$747,500

$1,228,700

$1,514,300

$1,426,700

Estimated Supply

$2,469,500

$185,700

$474,000

$1,104,000

$395,200

$341,100

$561,800

$754,700

$410,300

$1,031,500

Unmet Demand

See Appendix for an Explanation of the Methodology
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Each trade area and its potential for new
performing arts space is discussed below.

Performing Arts Opportunities in the
Norristown Trade Area

Performing Arts Opportunities in the
Eastern Montco Trade Area

 The Norristown trade area has extensive
unmet potential demand for local performing
arts and average interest in arts and culture
attendance.

 Eastern Montco, the largest of the trade
areas, is dominated by the Keswick Theater,
a 1,200 seat space which brings in many
national music acts, as well as some comedy,
dance, and local music.
 Given the size and spending power of this
trade area, there is not a lot of excess demand.
 The households in Eastern Montco are oriented towards arts and culture participation.
 The Act II Playhouse anchors the western
side of the trade area, and the Village Players
of Hatboro serves that borough, but, except
for a few shows at local universities and
schools, there does not seem to be much live
theater in the eastern part of the trade area
covering Abington, Jenkintown, and Cheltenham. There may be an opportunity for a live
theater in this area.
Performing Arts Opportunities in the
Main Line Trade Area
 The Main Line trade area has unmet demand
for local performing arts, extremely high
interest in arts and culture, and a very limited
supply of venues.
 Currently, Milkboy Coffee offers a small
space for music, Narberth has a community
theater, Wayne Ballet has a black box theater,
and both Villanova and Bryn Mawr have a few
events that are open to the general public.
The People’s Light and Theatre Company
in Malvern, a fairly large local theater, does
draw people from the Main Line Trade Area,
particularly from Wayne.
 The money is there to support local performing arts in the Main Line, the question
is, will residents go to local venues or are
they so oriented towards the Philadelphia
arts scene that they won’t go to local events?
Perhaps smaller-scale venues, like Milkboy
Coffee, are most appropriate.

 The municipality of Norristown has two
professional theaters, Centre Theater and
Theatre Horizon, and two community theaters are nearby, the Dramateurs at the Barn
Playhouse and Valley Forge Performing Arts
Center at Shannondell. In addition, there is a
community theater in Skippack, and the Act
II Playhouse in Ambler draws from part of
Norristown’s trade area, as does the People’s
Light and Theatre Company in Malvern.
Overall, there seems to be a strong supply
of live theater venues, and Norristown’s Arts
Hill could establish itself as an important
place to go for live theater.
 The Norristown trade area has almost no
music or dance performing arts, although the
Montgomery County Community College
does offer some events. For years, the Valley
Forge Music Fair met the demand for live
music and other acts, but this venue has been
closed since 1996. No other music venue is
nearby, and there might be an opportunity
for a new music-oriented performing arts
venue in Norristown or the King of Prussia
area.
Performing Arts Opportunities in the
Upper Montco Trade Area
 There are not a lot of existing venues in the
Upper Montco Trade area, but the Sellersville Theater, with over 300 seats and many
music and comedy acts, meets much of the
performing arts demand. The Montgomery
Theater and Dutch Country Players provide
live theater space.
 Generally, households in this trade area seem
less oriented towards arts and culture than
other parts of the county.
 The Broad Theater, which might have over
500 seats, is being rehabilitated into a
multi-media performance space that will have
film, live performing arts, corporate events,
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and restaurants. This venue will take some of
the limited excess demand.
 Lansdale, in the heart of the North Penn area,
opened a performing arts center a few years
ago but closed it soon after because of building code and organizational concerns. If this
venue reopens with a performing arts focus,
it will, along with the Broad Theater, use up
much of the unmet demand.
Performing Arts Opportunities in the
Western Montco Trade Area
 There is excess demand in the area for performing arts venues; however, households in
the area seem less oriented towards arts and
culture than other parts of the county.
 Population growth and aging may provide
more performing arts attendees over time.
 The Steelriver Playhouse, which is a relatively
new professional theater, and Sunnybrook,
which is a recent rehabilitation of an old
music and dance hall, have the capacity to expand their offerings in the Western Montco
Trade Area. As these grow and solidify their
customer bases, there might be opportunities for additional performing arts venues in
Western Montco.

Movie Theaters
Movie theaters fall into two broad categories
based on their location. The first is newer,
multiplex theaters, usually with stadium seating,
that are in a suburban setting near a major
highway. The second is older theaters, which
may or may not have had significant renovation,
that are normally in a town center setting.
In Montgomery County, this second category
of older theaters includes the Bala Theater,
the Narberth Theater, the Bryn Mawr Film
Institute, the Hiway Theater in Jenkintown, the

Ambler Theater, and the Grand Theater in East
Greenville. Three of these theaters, Bryn Mawr,
Ambler, and Hiway, have used a non-profit film
institute model that includes memberships and
special events. The Ambler and Hiway Theaters
have very new, complete renovations. The
Grand Theater is also a complete renovation.
In addition to featuring an organ and special
silent movie screenings, this theater focuses on
later-run family movies. Generally, these older
theaters have fewer screens. Since screens and
the ability to show multiple features is critically
important for the movie industry, this lower
number of screens means these theaters must
find niches to compete.
Most of the county’s multiplex theaters have
been built in the last ten to fifteen years. Two of
the theaters, the Carmike 12 in West Pottsgrove
and the Collegeville Movie Pub, are brand new.
The Movie Pub, with 8 screens, is a new concept
for this area. Patrons can order meals and drinks
while they watch a movie.
Looking at estimates of supply and demand, it
appears the county as a whole is more than
adequately served by movie theaters. Figure 4-2
below shows estimated money households have
to spend on movie theaters, based on consumer
expenditure estimates, and the amount that
is currently being supplied, based on national
ratios of attendance from the Motion Picture
Association of America.
Since most of the trade areas have excess
estimated supply, there doesn’t seem to be a
high demand for new movie theaters, although
the Upper Montco trade area may have unmet
demand. Generally, any new theaters will have to
be targeted at niches, such as independent films,
at new approaches, like the Collegeville Movie
pub concept, or at sub-trade areas that seem to
lack a theater.

Figure 4-2: Estimated Unmet Demand for Movie Theaters by Trade Area
Eastern
Montco
Trade Area

Main Line
Trade Area

Norristown
Trade Area

Upper
Montco
Trade Area

Western
Montgomery
County
Trade Area

Estimated Demand

$7,692,300

$3,281,800

$4,274,200

$5,819,800

$4,306,300

Estimated Supply

$8,288,700

$4,427,100

$6,100,800

$4,702,100

$5,980,800

Unmet Demand

($596,400)

($1,145,300)

($1,826,600)

$1,117,700

(1,674,500)

See Appendix for an Explanation of the Methodology
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Each trade area and its potential for new movie
theaters is discussed below:
Movie Theater Opportunities in the
Eastern Montco Trade Area
 The Eastern Montco trade area has plenty of
supply, but much of this supply in on the edge
of the trade area or just over the border in
another trade area, including Regal Cinemas
– Warrington Crossing, AMC Theaters Plymouth Meeting, and AMC 309 in Montgomery
Township.
 Since the closing of the Baederwood Movie
Theater in 2006, the highly-populated eastern
side of this trade area, which includes Abington, Cheltenham, Jenkintown, and Upper Moreland, only has one screen at the non-profit
Hiway Theater in Jenkintown. More screens
at the Hiway Theater or the Ambler Theater
or a new theater in the area would be more
convenient for local residents.

 There are no specialized movie theaters that
focus on independent films, and this type of
theater could potentially be started in the
area.
Movie Theater Opportunities in the Upper
Montco Trade Area
 The Upper Montco trade area is relatively
underserved with movie theaters, with theaters in Quakertown and Montgomeryville
providing most of the existing supply.
 The Broad Theater in Souderton, which is
being rehabilitated, will meet some of this
demand.
 There may be an opportunity for a larger
mainstream theater, particularly northwest of
Lansdale, perhaps in the Kulpsville area.
Movie Theater Opportunities in the
Western Montco Trade Area

 The Main Line still has many of its older movie houses, including theaters in Bala Cynwyd,
Narbeth, Bryn Mawr, and Wayne. These theaters, by themselves, do not meet the overall
demand for movie theaters.

 The Western Montco trade area has plenty
of new supply, including the Carmike 12 in
West Pottsgrove and the Collegeville Movie
Pub in Upper Providence. Both of these
theaters opened in the last year, and they
join the relatively new Regal Cinemas Oaks,
which is just outside of the trade area, and
the older Coventry Theater in Chester
County.

 More modern theaters on the edge of the
Main Line trade area in Marple, Newtown
Square, King of Prussia, and Plymouth Meeting more than adequately meet the additional
demand of the area.

Art Centers, Art
Galleries, and Art
Studio Centers

Movie Theater Opportunities in the Main
Line Trade Area

 The existing four theaters in the trade area
could potentially add screens to provide
more convenient choices for nearby residents.
Movie Theater Opportunities in the
Norristown Trade Area
 The Norristown trade area, with large
theaters in King of Prussia and Plymouth
Meeting, as well as a new theater in Oaks
just outside of the trade area, has more than
enough supply of theater space. In fact, these
theaters, being near highway interchanges,
have a strong draw outside of the immediate
trade area.

Art galleries and centers can be important
attractions for downtowns and revitalizing
areas. These places are centers of activity for
the visual arts, including art displays, sales, and
instruction. In urban areas, spinoff uses could
include artist’s lofts, studios, and live-work
space, and these “artsy” areas sometimes attract
restaurants, cafes, and specialty shops. However,
Montgomery County has no area that has
evolved exactly this way, which has happened in
parts of the city.
Each trade area and its potential for new art
galleries, art centers, and art studios is discussed
below in relation to existing facilities.
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Art Center/Gallery/Studio Opportunities
in the Norristown Trade Area
 Norristown has the only multi-tenant artist’s
lofts in Montgomery County, the Norristown
Arts Building, which has 20 studios, a teaching area, and a gallery. This space is 100%
occupied. Artists often like being near other
artists and need relatively inexpensive space.
Perhaps more artists’ lofts and galleries could
come into Norristown, making it a fine arts
mecca for the county.
 The Norristown area also has the Greater
Norristown Arts League, which has classes,
shows, and competitions.
Art Center/Gallery/Studio Opportunities
in the Upper Montco Trade Area

Artist’s Studio
Art Center/Gallery/Studio Opportunities
in the Eastern Montco Trade Area
 The Eastern Montco trade area trade area
has two large, active art centers – the
Abington Art Center and the Cheltenham
Art Center. These centers have exhibits,
instruction, and events. The area also has
smaller scale galleries and exhibitions at local
colleges.
 Generally, there does not seem to be a need
for a larger scale art center, but towns like
Jenkintown, Hatboro, Glenside, and Ambler
might benefit from additional art galleries,
studio space, and artist’s lofts.
Art Center/Gallery/Studio Opportunities
in the Main Line Trade Area
 The Main Line trade area also has two large,
active art centers – the Main Line Art Center
and the Wayne Art Center. These centers
have exhibits, instruction, and events. The
area also has many smaller scale galleries, as
well as exhibitions at local colleges.
 The collection of the Barnes Art Foundation,
which used to be in Merion, has moved to
Philadelphia.
 Because of the existing facilities, there does
not seem to be a need for a larger scale art
gallery or art center, but gallery and artist’s
space would be appropriate in many of the
Main Line’s towns, including Bala Cynwyd,
Narberth, Ardmore, and Bryn Mawr.
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 The Upper Montgomery County Trade Area
seems to have no significant art centers or
gallery complexes, although there are art
groups, such as the North Penn Art Alliance.
 There seems to be an opportunity in this
area for a visual arts oriented arts center,
gallery, lofts, or studio space.
Art Center/Gallery/Studio Opportunities
in the Western Montco Trade Area
 Pottstown’s visual arts community is anchored by the Gallery on High/Gallery
School. Over time, it seems possible that
Pottstown will add artists’ lofts, galleries, livework space, and studios, which has happened
in both Reading and Bethlehem.

Conclusion
Overall, there are opportunities for additional
arts and culture facilities in the county’s older
downtowns, but these opportunities are not
limitless. Many communities might want to
focus on small scale venues, artist’s lofts and
studios, and related commercial uses. As has
been demonstrated by the new professional
theaters in the county, arts and culture facilities
in Montgomery County can capture part of
the local market, offering county residents high
quality local choices on top of the world-class
choices already found in Philadelphia.

APPENDIX

Methodology
I	

Methodology for Calculating Performing Arts Demand and Supply
A.

Calculation of Average Household Expenditures on Performing Arts Admissions, Fees, etc.
The 2010 Consumer Expenditure Survey (table 8) estimates that households in the Northeast spent
$666 on all entertainment fees and admissions.
The 2008-2009 Consumer Expenditure Survey (table 3002) shows that the Philadelphia area expended
120% of the northeast expenditures on fees and admissions. $666 X 1.2 = $799 for fees and
admissions in the Philadelphia area.
The 2010 Bureau of Economic Analysis Total Personal Consumption Expenditures by Type of Product
(table 2.4.5U) shows that of fees and admissions, 12.7% went towards live entertainment, excluding
sports. $799 X .127 = $101.
The 2009 Consumer Expenditure Survey (table 1800) shows that, in the northeast, the portion of fees
and admissions for movies, theaters, amusement parks, and other venues spent during out-of-town
trips was 26%, leaving 74% for local purchases. $101 X .74 = $75.
Therefore, the average household in the Philadelphia metro spent $75 on performing arts admissions
and fees in 2010.

B

Calculation of Total Household Expenditures on Performing Arts Admissions, Fees, etc. by Trade Areas
The total amount of money available to spend on performing arts admissions and fees within a trade
area depends on the number of households and the income of the area. The average money spent
of $75 per household must be adjusted to reflect income. To determine this, the 2010 ratio of
spending by income group to average spending on all entertainment fees and admissions was calculated
(Consumer Expenditure Survey tables 2 and 2301). This ratio was then applied to the average
spending on performing arts admissions and fees to calculate average spending by income group.

Figure A-1: Total Household Expenditures on Performing Arts
Ratio of Spending in Income
Group to Average

Estimated spending per
household by income group

Households less than $10,000

.25

$19

Households $10,000 to $19,999

.21

$16

Households $20,000 to $29,999

.28

$21

Households $30,000 to $39,999

.50

$38

Households $40,000 to $49,999

.59

$44

Households $50,000 to $74,999

.90

$68

Households $75,000 to $99,999

1.26

$95

Households $100,000 to $149,999

2.12

$159

Households over $150,000

4.42

$332

Source: 2010 Consumer Expenditure Survey
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Figure A-2: Households by Income (2010 Dollars)
Eastern
Montco
Trade Area

Main Line
Trade Area

Norristown
Trade Area

Upper
Montco
Trade Area

Western
Montco
Trade Area

Households less than $10,000

4,419

1,783

2,289

3,021

2,497

Households $10,000 to $19,999

7,838

2,671

4,826

5,375

4,738

Households $20,000 to $29,999

8,522

2,917

5,491

6,293

5,103

Households $30,000 to $39,999

8,964

3,050

6,144

7,311

5,737

Households $40,000 to $49,999

8,463

3,372

5,359

7,405

4,808

Households $50,000 to $74,999

19,970

7,484

12,678

17,220

13,048

Households $75,000 to $99,999

17,538

6,085

9,944

14,262

10,789

Households $100,000 to $149,999

22,609

9,692

11,865

18,411

12,818

Households over $150,000

21,982

15,816

9,881

11,334

7,600

Source: U. S. Census American Community Survey, 2006 – 2010

The number of households by income group, as shown above in Figure A-2, is then multiplied by the
amount of money available to be spent on performing arts in the Philadelphia region by residents of the
various trade areas.

Figure A-3: Expenditures on Performing Arts by Income and Trade Area
Eastern
Montco
Trade Area
Households less than $10,000

$83,961

Main Line
Trade Area
$33,877

Norristown
Trade Area
$43,491

Upper
Montco
Trade Area
$57,399

Western
Montco
Trade Area
$47,443

Households $10,000 to $19,999

$125,408

$42,736

$77,216

$86,000

$75,808

Households $20,000 to $29,999

$178,962

$61,257

$115,311

$132,153

$107,163

Households $30,000 to $39,999

$340,632

$115,900

$233,472

$277,818

$218,006
$211,552

Households $40,000 to $49,999

$372,372

$148,368

$235,796

$325,820

Households $50,000 to $74,999

$1,357,960

$508,912

$862,104

$1,170,960

$887,264

Households $75,000 to $99,999

$1,736,262

$602,415

$944,680

$1,354,890

$1,024,955

Households $100,000 to $149,999

$3,594,831

$1,541,028

$1,886,535

$2,927,349

$2,038,062

Households over $150,000

$7,298,024

$5,250,912

$3,280,492

$3,762,888

$2,523,200

$15,088,412

$8,305,405

$7,679,097

$10,095,277

$7,133,453

Total

Sources: U. S. Census American Community Survey, 2006 – 2010 and 2006-2010 U. S. Census American Community Survey

C. Calculation of Household Expenditures on Local Performing Arts Admissions, Fees, etc. by Trade Areas
Montgomery County and its trade areas do not stand alone; they are part of the greater Philadelphia
market, and most of the expenditures on Performing Arts admissions will go towards the regional
venues in Philadelphia.
Estimating how much of the performing arts expenditures goes to Philadelphia is difficult, but a couple
of resources can help build a picture of the current situation. These can be examined to try to
broadly estimate how much is spent in Philadelphia (regional market) and how much can be spent in
Montgomery County (local market).
1

Cultural Data Project Information
One resource is the Cultural Data Project (CDP), which shows total attendance of 118
performing arts venues in Philadelphia and its four Pennsylvania suburban counties. Of these 118
venues, 92 of them are in Philadelphia (regional market) and 26 are in the suburbs (local market).
(17 of the 26 are in Montgomery County.)
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Total attendance was 2,676,354. Philadelphia’s total attendance was 2,462,250; however,
about 20% of Philadelphia’s attendance, using Mailing List Cooperative information,
comes from outside of the five southeastern counties, which leaves attendance of
1,969,800 from the five southeastern counties for Philadelphia. The four PA suburban
counties had total attendance of 214,104; however, about 16% comes from outside
the five southeastern counties, which leaves attendance of 179,847. Therefore, the
total attendance coming from the five southeastern PA counties and going to the five
southeastern PA counties is 2,183,904. Of this 9.8% of the attendance went to suburban
locations (local market) and 90% went to Philadelphia (regional market).
Because it may be a little Philadelphia-centric and might capture larger organizations
better than smaller ones, the Cultural Data Project information probably captures more
of the attendance in Philadelphia than the suburbs. On the other hand, revenue from
ticket sales and subscriptions per attendee is higher in Philadelphia. (Incomplete DCP
data on revenue from ticket sales, dues and subscriptions showed that the suburbs (local
market) were about 6.6% of the total revenue. This doesn’t include an adjustment for
attendees from New Jersey and other non-southeastern PA places providing some of
the revenue.)
2

Mailing List Cooperative Information
Another resource is the Mailing List Cooperative, which shares information about
attendance and memberships from mailing lists of 146 non-profit arts and culture
organizations. Of these, 120 are in Philadelphia (regional market) and 26 are in the
suburbs (local market), with 9 of these in Montgomery County. These include all kinds
of arts and culture organizations, including performing arts groups, museums, art
centers, etc.
The Mailing List Cooperative data analyzed for this report shows 2011 affiliations by
households in Montgomery County zip codes. (An affiliation is a membership, visit, or
donation to a specific organization.)
Overall, approximately 13% of the county affiliations were with local organizations, while
87% were with Philadelphia regional organizations. This ratio is a little higher than the
Cultural Data Project ratio.
Because it’s based on zip code data, the Mailing List Cooperative data can be broken
down by region. The county’s five trade areas are shown below:

Figure A-4: Local versus Regional Market Share
Eastern
Montco
Trade Area

Main Line
Trade Area

Norristown
Trade Area

Upper
Montco
Trade Area

Western
Montco
Trade Area

Montgomery
County

Local Share of Affiliations

12%

9%

16%

15%

20%

13%

Regional Share ( Philadelphia)
of Affiliations

88%

91%

84%

85%

80%

87%

Source: Mailing List Cooperative, Greater Philadelphia Cultural Alliance

These two sources provide a guide on how much local performing arts expenditures
currently go to the regional Philadelphia market versus being spent on the local
market. There are many caveats with this data: first, it does not look at expenditures
but attendance and affiliations; second, Philadelphia venues typically cost more; third,
suburban and county venues and organizations are underrepresented in these two data
sources; fourth, this information represents the current situation, where people go to
where venues exist and don’t go where they don’t exist or are limited.
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Taking these caveats into account, particularly the ones about county underrepresentation and
on more limited opportunities to attend local venues, it seems the share of funds available for
local performing arts could be higher than these ratios. However, for the purpose of this analysis,
the Mailing List Cooperative data has been used. These percentages are then multiplied by the
performing arts total expenditures to derive local expenditures.

Figure A-5: Estimated Potential Local Expenditures on Performing Arts by Trade Area
Eastern
Montco
Trade Area
Adjusted Local Share
Total Expenditures on Performing Arts
Total

12%

Main Line
Trade Area

Norristown
Trade Area

9%

16%

Upper
Montco
Trade Area

Western
Montco
Trade Area

15%

20%

$15,088,412

$8,305,405

$7,679,097

$10,095,277

$7,133,453

$2,810,600

$747,500

$1,228,700

$1,514,300

$1,426,700

Sources: Mailing List Cooperative, Greater Philadelphia Cultural Alliance, 2010 Consumer Expenditure Survey, and 2006-2010 U. S. Census American
Community Survey

D.

Calculation of Estimated Supply of Performing Arts Need
For the purpose of determining if the demand for performing arts is being met, it is necessary to
determine the existing supply, in total dollars spent on performing arts attendance at existing venues in
each trade area.
In a few cases, revenue information, including admissions, tickets, dues, and subscriptions, is available
from the Cultural Data Project for the performing arts venue, and this information is used. In most
cases, however, the amount of revenue coming from attendees has to be estimated.
Revenue is estimated by multiplying the number of paid events at existing performing arts venues, as
identified in Chapter 2, by the number of seats and by an average ticket price. For most performing
arts spaces, it is assumed that 80% of the tickets will be sold to the general public. For college spaces,
the assumption is that 30% of sales will go to the general public. (These percentages are based on
interviews of a few providers in Montgomery County.) For the Keswick Theater, which has a regional
draw, it was assumed that 50% of the tickets will go to the local trade area.
Figure A-6 shows an estimate of the existing supply by trade area.

Figure A-6: Estimated Actual Spending on Performing Arts by Trade Area

Estimated Spending on Performing Arts

Eastern
Montco
Trade Area

Main Line
Trade Area

Norristown
Trade Area

Upper
Montco
Trade Area

Western
Montco
Trade Area

$2,469,500

$185,700

$474,000

$1,104,000

$395,200

Sources: MCPC Research and Cultural Data Project

II. Methodology for Calculating Film Attendance Demand and Supply
A.

Calculation of Average Household Expenditures on Film Admissions
The 2010 Consumer Expenditure Survey (table 8) estimates that households in the Northeast spent
$666 on all entertainment fees and admissions.
The 2008-2009 Consumer Expenditure Survey (table 3002) shows that the Philadelphia area expended
120% of the northeast expenditures on fees and admissions. $666 X 1.2 = $799 for fees and
admissions in the Philadelphia area.
The 2010 Bureau of Economic Analysis Total Personal Consumption Expenditures by Type of Product
(table 2.4.5U) shows that of fees and admissions, 8.7% went towards movie ticket purchases. $799 X
.087 = $70.
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The 2009 Consumer Expenditure Survey (table 1800) shows that, in the northeast, the
portion of fees and admissions for movies, theaters, amusement parks, and other venues
spent when during out-of-town trips was 26%, leaving 74% for local purchases. However,
movie admissions, unlike admissions for a theater or amusement park, seem more local in
nature, with less spent while on a trip. For this reason, the percentage spent on out-of-town
trips has been adjusted to 10%, leaving 90% for local purchases. $70 X .9 = $63.
Therefore, the average household in the Philadelphia metro spent $63 on movie ticket
purchases in 2010.
B.

Calculation of Total Household Expenditures on Movie Ticket Purchases by Trade Areas
Movie attendance, unlike performing arts attendance, does not seem to be as driven by
income as some other entertainment options. Instead, people aged 12 to 39 are more
inclined to go to movies, as are Hispanics, while those 40 and older are less inclined, as are
Caucasians. Although these demographic factors are important, it is difficult to build them
into a financial model; so, this model assumes that households will have $63 to spend per
year on movie attendance.

	Unlike performing arts, the market for movie attendance is essentially local, with Philadelphia
having no regional draw effect. This means the amount of money to be spent on movies in
the various trade areas is much higher.

Figure A-7: Estimated Potential Expenditures on Movie Tickets by Trade Area
Eastern
Montco
Trade Area
Number of Households
Total

Main Line
Trade Area

Norristown
Trade Area

Upper
Montco
Trade Area

Western
Montco
Trade Area

122,100

52,092

67,844

92,378

68,354

$7,692,300

$3,281,800

$4,274,200

$5,819,800

$4,306,300

Sources: U. S. Census American Community Survey, 2006 – 2010 and 2006-2010 U. S. Census American Community Survey

C. Estimated Spending on Movie Tickets by Trade Area
For movie theaters, the number of screens in a theater seems to drive attendance. The actual
percentage of occupied seats is shockingly low, about 15% in recent years. Generally, about
30,000 tickets are sold per screen at an average price of $8 per ticket. (Although this price
seems low when looking at adult movie ticket prices, many tickets are sold at discounts to
children, seniors, and matinee attendees.)

Figure A-8: Estimated Spending on Movie Tickets by Trade Area
Eastern
Montco
Trade Area
Number of Movie Screens
Total

Main Line
Trade Area

Norristown
Trade Area

Upper
Montco
Trade Area

Western
Montco
Trade Area

35

12

39

25

45

$8,288,700

$4,427,100

$6,100,800

$4,702,100

$5,980,800

Sources: MCPC Research and Theatrical Market Statistics 2010, Motion Picture Association of America

III. Estimated Attendance Participation Rate for Jazz Concerts
The U. S. National Endowment for the Arts has conducted surveys of arts participants and broken
down the data by various demographic classifications by type of activity. The results below are for
attending or visiting a jazz concert at least once during a year.
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Figure A-9: Participation Rates for Jazz Concerts
Percent of Persons

Income

Education
Attainment

Age

Race and Ethnicty

In Households less than $10,000

4.3%

In Households $10,000 to $19,999

3.6%

In Households $20,000 to $29,999

4.1%

In Households $30,000 to $39,999

7.1%

In Households $40,000 to $49,999

8.9%

In Households $50,000 to $74,999

7.6%

In Households $75,000 to $99,999

8.7%

In Households $100,000 to $149,999

13.4%

In Households over $150,000

15.4%

Grade School

1.5%

Some High School

2.4%

High School Graduate

3.9%

Some College

8.1%

College Graduate

13.7%

Graduate School

17.4%

18 to 24 years old

7.3%

25 to 34 years old

7.7%

35 to 44 years old

7.2%

45 to 54 years old

9.8%

55 to 64 years old

9.7%

65 to 74 years old

6.1%

75 years and older

4.0%

Caucasian alone

8.8%

African American alone

8.6%

Other alone

4.0%

Hispanic

3.9%

Source: U.S.National Endowment for the Arts, 2008 Survey of Public Participation in the Arts
(Please note: in this case, income is assumed to be reported as household income.)

The participation rates shown above in Figure A-9 can be applied to the actual demographic
characteristics of the different trade areas to see what variations exist for expected jazz concert
participation. Income and educational attainment show the most variation between trade areas,
as shown below in Figure A-10.

Figure A-10: Estimated Participation Rates for Jazz Concerts in Montgomery County
Eastern
Montco
Trade Area

Main Line
Trade Area

Norristown
Trade Area

Upper
Montco
Trade Area

Western
Montco
Trade Area

Montgomery
County

United
States

Estimated
Participation Rate
Based on Income
(Percent of
Households)

9.7%

10.7%

9.3%

9.4%

9.1%

9.7%

8.1%

Estimated
Participation Rate
Based on Education
(Percent of
Population)

9.9%

12.2%

9.1%

8.7%

8.1%

9.7%

7.9%

Source: 2010 U. S. Census Data and U. S. National Endowment for the Arts, 2008 Survey of Public Participation in the Arts.
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IV. Estimated Attendance Participation Rate for Classical Music Concerts
The U. S. National Endowment for the Arts survey also includes participation rates for classical
music concerts.

Figure A-11: Participation Rates for Classical Music Concerts
Percent of Persons

Income

Education
Attainment

Age

Race and Ethnicty

In Households less than $10,000

4.0%

In Households $10,000 to $19,999

3.9%

In Households $20,000 to $29,999

4.4%

In Households $30,000 to $39,999

6.8%

In Households $40,000 to $49,999

8.7%

In Households $50,000 to $74,999

9.5%

In Households $75,000 to $99,999

11.7%

In Households $100,000 to $149,999

14.8%

In Households over $150,000

22.8%

Grade School

1.8%

Some High School

2.3%

High School Graduate

3.1%

Some College

9.1%

College Graduate

16.7%

Graduate School

27.1%

18 to 24 years old

6.9%

25 to 34 years old

7.0%

35 to 44 years old

8.9%

45 to 54 years old

10.2%

55 to 64 years old

11.6%

65 to 74 years old

12.2%

75 years and older

9.7%

Caucasian alone

11.3%

African American alone

4.3%

Other alone

8.8%

Hispanic

3.8%

Source: U.S. National Endowment for the Arts (Please note: in this case, income is assumed to be
reported as household income.)

The participation rates shown above in Figure A-11 can be applied to the actual demographic
characteristics of the different trade areas to see what variations exist for expected classical music
concert participation. Income and educational attainment show the most variation between trade
areas, as shown below in Figure A-12.

Figure A-12: Estimated Participation Rates for Classical Concerts in Montgomery County
Eastern
Montco
Trade Area

Main Line
Trade Area

Norristown
Trade Area

Upper
Montco
Trade Area

Western
Montco
Trade Area

Montgomery
County

United
States

Estimated
Participation Rate
Based on Income
(Percent of
Households)

12.1%

13.7%

11.4%

11.4%

11.1%

12.0%

9.7%

Estimated
Participation Rate
Based on Education
(Percent of
Population)

12.5%

16.5%

11.3%

10.6%

9.6%

12.3%

9.5%

Source: 2010 U. S. Census Data and U. S. National Endowment for the Arts, 2008 Survey of Public Participation in the Arts.
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V. Estimated Attendance Participation Rate for Musicals
The U. S. National Endowment for the Arts survey also includes participation rates for musical plays.

Figure A-13: Participation Rates for Musical Plays
Percent of Persons

Income

Education
Attainment

Age

Race and Ethnicty

In Households less than $10,000

6.6%

In Households $10,000 to $19,999

6.3%

In Households $20,000 to $29,999

7.7%

In Households $30,000 to $39,999

11.0%

In Households $40,000 to $49,999

15.4%

In Households $50,000 to $74,999

15.4%

In Households $75,000 to $99,999

21.8%

In Households $100,000 to $149,999

32.0%

In Households over $150,000

40.1%

Grade School

1.7%

Some High School

5.2%

High School Graduate

8.1%

Some College

17.1%

College Graduate

30.1%

Graduate School

37.9%

18 to 24 years old

14.5%

25 to 34 years old

16.0%

35 to 44 years old

18.2%

45 to 54 years old

17.4%

55 to 64 years old

19.5%

65 to 74 years old

18.0%

75 years and older

10.0%

Caucasian alone

20.0%

African American alone

8.6%

Other alone

13.4%

Hispanic

8.1%

Source: U.S. National Endowment for the Arts (Please note: in this case, income is
assumed to be reported as household income.)

The participation rates shown above in Figure A-13 can be applied to the actual demographic
characteristics of the different trade areas to see what variations exist for expected musical play
participation. Income and educational attainment show the most variation between trade areas, as
shown below in Figure A-14.

Figure A-14: Estimated Participation Rates for Musical Plays in Montgomery County
Eastern
Montco
Trade Area

Main Line
Trade Area

Norristown
Trade Area

Upper
Montco
Trade Area

Western
Montco
Trade Area

Montgomery
County

United
States

Estimated
Participation Rate
Based on Income
(Percent of
Households)

22.2%

25.1%

20.8%

21.1%

20.5%

22.0%

17.5%

Estimated
Participation Rate
Based on Education
(Percent of
Population)

21.4%

26.5%

19.5%

18.7%

17.4%

21.0%

16.9%

Source: 2010 U. S. Census Data and U. S. National Endowment for the Arts, 2008 Survey of Public Participation in the Arts.
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VI. Estimated Attendance Participation Rate for Non-Musical Plays
The U. S. National Endowment for the Arts survey also includes participation rates for non-musical plays.

Figure A-15: Participation Rates for Non-Musical Plays
Percent of Persons

Income

Education
Attainment

Age

Race and Ethnicty

In Households less than $10,000

4.3%

In Households $10,000 to $19,999

3.7%

In Households $20,000 to $29,999

4.1%

In Households $30,000 to $39,999

6.7%

In Households $40,000 to $49,999

7.4%

In Households $50,000 to $74,999

8.6%

In Households $75,000 to $99,999

13.4%

In Households $100,000 to $149,999

14.1%

In Households over $150,000

24.2%

Grade School

0.7%

Some High School

2.8%

High School Graduate

4.0%

Some College

9.0%

College Graduate

17.5%

Graduate School

24.3%

18 to 24 years old

8.2%

25 to 34 years old

9.2%

35 to 44 years old

8.9%

45 to 54 years old

8.7%

55 to 64 years old

12.3%

65 to 74 years old

11.0%

75 years and older

7.4%

Caucasian alone

11.4%

African American alone

5.5%

Other alone

6.1%

Hispanic

4.3%

Source: U.S. National Endowment for the Arts (Please note: in this case, income is
assumed to be reported as household income.)

The participation rates shown above in Figure A-15 can be applied to the actual demographic
characteristics of the different trade areas to see what variations exist for expected non-musical play
participation. Income and educational attainment show the most variation between trade areas, as
shown below in Figure A-16.

Figure A-16: Estimated Participation Rates for Non-Musical Plays in Montgomery County
Eastern
Montco
Trade Area

Main Line
Trade Area

Norristown
Trade Area

Upper
Montco
Trade Area

Western
Montco
Trade Area

Montgomery
County

United
States

Estimated
Participation Rate
Based on Income
(Percent of
Households)

12.2%

14.0%

11.4%

11.4%

11.1%

12.1%

9.6%

Estimated
Participation Rate
Based on Education
(Percent of
Population)

12.4%

15.9%

11.3%

10.7%

9.8%

12.2%

9.6%

Source: 2010 U. S. Census Data and U. S. National Endowment for the Arts, 2008 Survey of Public Participation in the Arts.

Appendix

55

VII. Estimated Attendance Participation Rate for Art Museums/Galleries
The U. S. National Endowment for the Arts survey also includes participation rates for art
museum or art gallery attendance.

Figure A-17: Participation Rates for Art Museum/Gallery Attendance
Percent of Persons

Income

Education
Attainment

Age

Race and Ethnicty

In Households less than $10,000

9.4%

In Households $10,000 to $19,999

10.3%

In Households $20,000 to $29,999

11.9%

In Households $30,000 to $39,999

16.3%

In Households $40,000 to $49,999

20.2%

In Households $50,000 to $74,999

23.9%

In Households $75,000 to $99,999

31.3%

In Households $100,000 to $149,999

34.4%

In Households over $150,000

51.9%

Grade School

3.8%

Some High School

9.2%

High School Graduate

9.6%

Some College

23.8%

College Graduate

40.6%

Graduate School

52.2%

18 to 24 years old

22.9%

25 to 34 years old

24.3%

35 to 44 years old

25.7%

45 to 54 years old

23.3%

55 to 64 years old

24.3%

65 to 74 years old

19.9%

75 years and older

10.5%

Caucasian alone

26.0%

African American alone

12.0%

Other alone

17.0%

Hispanic

13.7%

Source: U.S. National Endowment for the Arts (Please note: in this case, income is
assumed to be reported as household income.)

The participation rates shown above in Figure A-17 can be applied to the actual demographic
characteristics of the different trade areas to see what variations exist for expected art museum
or art gallery visitation. Income and educational attainment show the most variation between
trade areas, as shown below in Figure A-18.

Figure A-18: Estimated Participation Rates for Art Museums or Art Galleries in Montgomery County
Eastern
Montco
Trade Area

Main Line
Trade Area

Norristown
Trade Area

Upper
Montco
Trade Area

Western
Montco
Trade Area

Montgomery
County

United
States

Estimated
Participation Rate
Based on Income
(Percent of
Households)

29.0%

32.5%

27.5%

27.7%

26.9%

28.8%

23.6%

Estimated
Participation Rate
Based on Education
(Percent of
Population)

29.0%

36.1%

26.5%

25.3%

23.5%

28.4%

23.0%

Source: 2010 U. S. Census Data and U. S. National Endowment for the Arts, 2008 Survey of Public Participation in the Arts.

56

Revitalizing through Arts and Culture: The Market in Montgomery County

VIII. Estimated Attendance Participation Rate for Historic Parks and Sites
The U. S. National Endowment for the Arts survey also includes participation rates for historic
parks and sites attendance.

Figure A-19: Participation Rates for Historic Parks/Sites Attendance
Percent of Persons

Income

Education
Attainment

Age

Race and Ethnicty

In Households less than $10,000

10.3%

In Households $10,000 to $19,999

11.4%

In Households $20,000 to $29,999

13.9%

In Households $30,000 to $39,999

19.9%

In Households $40,000 to $49,999

23.2%

In Households $50,000 to $74,999

26.8%

In Households $75,000 to $99,999

32.6%

In Households $100,000 to $149,999

41.2%

In Households over $150,000

47.3%

Grade School

3.8%

Some High School

9.1%

High School Graduate

14.6%

Some College

28.4%

College Graduate

39.4%

Graduate School

48.1%

18 to 24 years old

21.9%

25 to 34 years old

25.7%

35 to 44 years old

26.8%

45 to 54 years old

28.0%

55 to 64 years old

27.6%

65 to 74 years old

24.1%

75 years and older

11.2%

Caucasian alone

29.5%

African American alone

12.6%

Other alone

20.0%

Hispanic

14.0%

Source: U.S. National Endowment for the Arts (Please note: in this case, income is
assumed to be reported as household income.)

The participation rates shown above in Figure A-19 can be applied to the actual demographic
characteristics of the different trade areas to see what variations exist for expected historic park
or site visitation. Income and educational attainment show the most variation between trade
areas, as shown below in Figure A-20.

Figure A-20: Estimated Participation Rates for Historic Parks or Historic Sites in Montgomery County
Eastern
Montco
Trade Area

Main Line
Trade Area

Norristown
Trade Area

Upper
Montco
Trade Area

Western
Montco
Trade Area

Montgomery
County

United
States

Estimated
Participation Rate
Based on Income
(Percent of
Households)

30.8%

33.6%

29.5%

30.0%

29.3%

30.7%

25.8%

Estimated
Participation Rate
Based on Education
(Percent of
Population)

30.2%

35.8%

28.0%

27.2%

25.7%

29.7%

25.1%

Source: 2010 U. S. Census Data and U. S. National Endowment for the Arts, 2008 Survey of Public Participation in the Arts.
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