BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS
MONTGOMERY COUNTY, PENNSYLVANIA
August 18, 2010
10-C.295
ADOPTING AMENDMENTS TO THE COUNTY COMPREHENSIVE PLAN
IN ACCORDANCE WITH THE PENNSYLVANIA MUNICIPALITIES PLANNING CODE
On motion of Mr. Hoeffel, seconded by Mr. Castor, it was unanimously adopted that
WHEREAS, the Montgomery County Planning Commission prepared the current comprehensive plan for the county, which was adopted by the Board of County Commissioners in 2005,
and the Planning Commission has the duty of preparing amendments to the comprehensive
plan for Montgomery County; and
WHEREAS, the Planning Commission has prepared minor amendments to the county comprehensive plan in accordance with Sections 209.1 and 301 of the Pennsylvania Municipalities
Planning Code, with a more significant update expected in 2015; and
WHEREAS, the plan consists of eight volumes, with five volumes being amended, including
the Vision Plan, the Community Facilities Plan, the Land Use Plan, the Transportation Plan,
and the Water Resources Plan; and
WHEREAS, as part of the preparation of these comprehensive plan amendments, the
Planning Commission held a public meeting to solicit public comments on the amendments;
met with municipalities for the same purpose; sent the draft plans to all municipalities and
school districts within the county as well as all abutting counties, municipalities, and school
districts; and considered the comments received and incorporated appropriate revisions into
the plans; and,
WHEREAS, by resolution dated June 9, 2010, the Planning Commission has certified that
it has prepared plan amendments consistent with the requirements of the planning code and
has recommended that the Board of Commissioners hold a public hearing to consider adoption
of the plan amendments; and
WHEREAS, the Board of Commissioners on August 18, 2010 held a public hearing in accordance with Section 302 of the Pennsylvania Municipalities Planning Code; and
WHEREAS, the Board recognizes that it is essential for the health, safety and welfare of
all county residents for Montgomery County to have an up-to-date set of coordinated policies
to guide the county’s physical development, preserve its natural and cultural resources, and
make optimum use of its financial resources; and

WHEREAS, the Board recognizes the need for the county comprehensive plan to serve as
a basis for intracounty cooperation and coordination among the 62 townships and boroughs,
23 school districts, numerous special-purpose authorities, boards, and commissions; and
WHEREAS, the county comprehensive plan will continue to serve as a policy guide for all
units of Montgomery County government; and
WHEREAS, the county comprehensive plan will continue to present a comprehensive
set of county plans, goals, and policies for the use and guidance of regional, state, and
federal agencies.
NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, that the Board of County Commissioners of
Montgomery County hereby accepts and adopts as official county policy, in accordance
with Section 302 of the Pennsylvania Municipalities Planning Code, the following amendments to the comprehensive plan for Montgomery County, containing 8 volumes and titled
Shaping Our Future – A Comprehensive Plan for Montgomery County,
•

in the first volume, a 118-page document titled Vision Plan, a revised Growth and Preservation Plan map, a revised list and map of major transportation projects, a revised
expanded public transportation facilities map, and a revised sewer service map;

•

in the second volume, a 168-page document titled Community Facilities Plan, a revised
Existing and Future Sewer Service Areas map, and a revised Existing and Future Public
Water Service map;

•

in the third volume, a 174-page document titled Land Use Plan, a revised Growth and
Preservation Plan map, and a revised Future Land Use map;

•

in the fourth volume, a 234-page document titled Transportation Plan, a revised
Transportation Improvement Program maps, a revised First Priority Level Proposed
Transportation Projects map, a revised Second Priority Level Proposed Transportation
Projects map, a revised Third Priority Level Proposed Transportation Projects map,
a revised Potential Expanded Public Transportation Facilities map, and revised lists
of proposed projects;

•

and in the fifth volume, an 86-page document titled Water Resources Plan, a revised
Existing and Future Public Water Service map; and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the County Planning Commission is hereby directed to
continue to refine, maintain, and update its plans as necessary to ensure that the policies of
the comprehensive plan are fully supported, maintained, and implemented in a reasonable
and up–to–date manner, and to conduct new studies and prepare new plans that may become
necessary as Montgomery County continues to change and face new issues; and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the County Planning Commission is hereby directed
to transmit an accurate copy of these amendments and a copy of this resolution to the
governing body of each municipality in Montgomery County, and to appropriate county departments and agencies to ensure compliance with Sections 303, 304, 305, and 306 of the
Pennsylvania Municipalities Planning Code, and to other appropriate municipal, regional,
state, and federal agencies.

Water Supply

nia Delaware Valley Regional Planning Commission region (Bucks, Chester, Delaware,
Montgomery and Philadelphia Counties) is
estimated to be more than 80 million gallons a
day. Homeowners can also help by contacting
their water provider when they suspect they
have an underground water leak or their water
pressure is too high or low.
•

Reuse of water from various sources:
Stormwater and sewage treatment plant effluent represent two sources of water available
for reuse. Too often, stormwater and treated
effluent are merely discharged to streams and
the opportunity for their further use is lost.
Both can be collected and reused as irrigation water on golf courses, nurseries, or office
parks. This reduces the amount of potable
water used for such purposes. Currently, Butter Valley Golf Port in Upper Hanover Township has proposed to use treated effluent from
the Bally Borough sewage treatment plant as
irrigation water. Rainwater can also be collected from rooftops and reused. The state
Department of Environmental Protection
Southeast Regional office in Norristown collects rainwater from its roof and stores it for
nonpotable use in the building.

Public Water Supply

As outlined in the Community Facilities Plan,
of the seventeen major public water suppliers in the
county, only three may experience a water supply
deficiency without expanding their existing dependable water supply.  None of the 17 water purveyors,
however, will have a significant water supply deficit
based upon the 2025 population that could not be
easily satisfied by the development of just one additional source. The sources used for public water
supply should be a mixture of ground and surface
water sources as well as interconnections with other
purveyors. A diverse base of water resources will
ensure against the threat of diminished supplies during droughts and contamination of any one source.
Figure 8 shows proposed future water service areas.
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Guaranteeing a reliable source of groundwater
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