BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS
MONTGOMERY COUNTY, PENNSYLVANIA
August 18, 2010
10-C.295
ADOPTING AMENDMENTS TO THE COUNTY COMPREHENSIVE PLAN
IN ACCORDANCE WITH THE PENNSYLVANIA MUNICIPALITIES PLANNING CODE
On motion of Mr. Hoeffel, seconded by Mr. Castor, it was unanimously adopted that
WHEREAS, the Montgomery County Planning Commission prepared the current comprehensive plan for the county, which was adopted by the Board of County Commissioners in 2005,
and the Planning Commission has the duty of preparing amendments to the comprehensive
plan for Montgomery County; and
WHEREAS, the Planning Commission has prepared minor amendments to the county comprehensive plan in accordance with Sections 209.1 and 301 of the Pennsylvania Municipalities
Planning Code, with a more significant update expected in 2015; and
WHEREAS, the plan consists of eight volumes, with five volumes being amended, including
the Vision Plan, the Community Facilities Plan, the Land Use Plan, the Transportation Plan,
and the Water Resources Plan; and
WHEREAS, as part of the preparation of these comprehensive plan amendments, the
Planning Commission held a public meeting to solicit public comments on the amendments;
met with municipalities for the same purpose; sent the draft plans to all municipalities and
school districts within the county as well as all abutting counties, municipalities, and school
districts; and considered the comments received and incorporated appropriate revisions into
the plans; and,
WHEREAS, by resolution dated June 9, 2010, the Planning Commission has certified that
it has prepared plan amendments consistent with the requirements of the planning code and
has recommended that the Board of Commissioners hold a public hearing to consider adoption
of the plan amendments; and
WHEREAS, the Board of Commissioners on August 18, 2010 held a public hearing in accordance with Section 302 of the Pennsylvania Municipalities Planning Code; and
WHEREAS, the Board recognizes that it is essential for the health, safety and welfare of
all county residents for Montgomery County to have an up-to-date set of coordinated policies
to guide the county’s physical development, preserve its natural and cultural resources, and
make optimum use of its financial resources; and

WHEREAS, the Board recognizes the need for the county comprehensive plan to serve as
a basis for intracounty cooperation and coordination among the 62 townships and boroughs,
23 school districts, numerous special-purpose authorities, boards, and commissions; and
WHEREAS, the county comprehensive plan will continue to serve as a policy guide for all
units of Montgomery County government; and
WHEREAS, the county comprehensive plan will continue to present a comprehensive
set of county plans, goals, and policies for the use and guidance of regional, state, and
federal agencies.
NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, that the Board of County Commissioners of
Montgomery County hereby accepts and adopts as official county policy, in accordance
with Section 302 of the Pennsylvania Municipalities Planning Code, the following amendments to the comprehensive plan for Montgomery County, containing 8 volumes and titled
Shaping Our Future – A Comprehensive Plan for Montgomery County,
•

in the first volume, a 118-page document titled Vision Plan, a revised Growth and Preservation Plan map, a revised list and map of major transportation projects, a revised
expanded public transportation facilities map, and a revised sewer service map;

•

in the second volume, a 168-page document titled Community Facilities Plan, a revised
Existing and Future Sewer Service Areas map, and a revised Existing and Future Public
Water Service map;

•

in the third volume, a 174-page document titled Land Use Plan, a revised Growth and
Preservation Plan map, and a revised Future Land Use map;

•

in the fourth volume, a 234-page document titled Transportation Plan, a revised
Transportation Improvement Program maps, a revised First Priority Level Proposed
Transportation Projects map, a revised Second Priority Level Proposed Transportation
Projects map, a revised Third Priority Level Proposed Transportation Projects map,
a revised Potential Expanded Public Transportation Facilities map, and revised lists
of proposed projects;

•

and in the fifth volume, an 86-page document titled Water Resources Plan, a revised
Existing and Future Public Water Service map; and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the County Planning Commission is hereby directed to
continue to refine, maintain, and update its plans as necessary to ensure that the policies of
the comprehensive plan are fully supported, maintained, and implemented in a reasonable
and up–to–date manner, and to conduct new studies and prepare new plans that may become
necessary as Montgomery County continues to change and face new issues; and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the County Planning Commission is hereby directed
to transmit an accurate copy of these amendments and a copy of this resolution to the
governing body of each municipality in Montgomery County, and to appropriate county departments and agencies to ensure compliance with Sections 303, 304, 305, and 306 of the
Pennsylvania Municipalities Planning Code, and to other appropriate municipal, regional,
state, and federal agencies.

A Vision of the County in 2025

2010 Growth and Preservation Plan
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Current or Potential Major Road Improvements

Future Widening

New, E-ZPass, or Expanded Interchange

1 Route 422 from King of Prussia to Sanatoga

14 Turnpike at Welsh Road

2 Route 76 from Route 476 to the Turnpike

15 Route 476 and Broad Street

3 Route 476, Northeast Extension to Lansdale

16 Route 476 and Township Line Road

4 Route 202 in Montgomery County

17 Turnpike and Lafayette Street Extension

5 Route 309 from expressway end to Route 202

18 Route 202 and Lafayette Streets

6 County Line Rd. from Route 611 to Route 309

19 Turnpike in Upper Merion

7 Route 611 from Turnpike to County Line Road

20 Route 422 and Trooper Road

Highway Reconstruction

Potential New Bridge

8 Route 309 Expressway

21 Route 422 over the Schuylkill River at Valley Forge

9

22 Ridge Pike over the Perkiomen Creek at Collegeville

10

Route 100 in Montgomery County
Route 422 from Sanatoga west to county line
New Road

11

Lafayette Street Extension

12

Route 309 Connector

13

Route 202 Parkway

Corridor Improvements
23 Schwenksville Area
24 Sumneytown Pike west of Kulpsville
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Interconnected streets, as shown in the drawing below, will help communities avoid congestion.

In this example, all traffic is forced to one road, which
contributes to congestion.

In this example, alternative routes exist for traffic to get
out of neighborhoods. Residential streets are designed
to discourage through-traffic and may include traffic
calming.
In addition, major community streets should be
interconnected to allow good traffic flow.

Travel demand, especially during rush hour,
will be tempered by the use of flex time, telecommuting, and new technology known as
Intelligent Transportation Systems (ITS.)
ITS include a wide range of
technologically-based solutions,
such as real-time information
over the internet, traffic lights
linked to a common computer
system, and E-ZPass systems
on toll roads.
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People who don’t want to drive—or can’t—will be able to walk, take a train, ride a bus,
carpool, or bicycle to their destinations.
More train lines and bus routes, plus
better service, will exist, and walking or
biking to stations and bus stops will be
easier and safer.

Walkable train station in Narberth.

Potential Expanded Public Transportation Facilities
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Walking will be safer and more enjoyable
with the addition of more sidewalks, more
trails, better street crossings, and more development designed with pedestrians in mind.

Sidewalks should be set back from busy roads to make
pedestrians feel safe.

Survey Results
In the survey, improving
existing roads, improving
train and bus service,
and adding new train
and bus lines were rated
as the best alternatives
for improving traffic
congestion.

Biking will be easier, more
common, and safer with the addition of bike lanes, wide shoulders,
and trails, where feasible.

Building new roads
was rated lowest.
Bikeable shoulder on a road.

44

A Vision of the County in 2025

Potential Sewer Service Map

Sewer and water facilities will ideally be provided to designated growth areas and existing developed areas in tandem. Extensions into rural
areas will be limited.

School in Norristown.

Schools, libraries, and other public buildings will be walkable and attractive neighborhood gathering places.

School in Hatfield.
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Water Resources Vision In 2025, the county will have:
•

Reduced impact of flooding

•

Adequate supplies of clean water.

•

Improved water quality in streams and lakes.

Naturalized detention basins improve water
quality and groundwater recharge.

New or redesigned stormwater control facilities will be more effective and more attractive. In more intensely-developed places, these
facilities will often be underground to recharge
groundwater. In less intensely-developed places, they will be naturalized.
Pervious parking lots, like this example in
West Norriton, help recharge groundwater.
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Typical Water Cycle After Development

Stormwater and flood control facilities will ideally mimic the natural water cycle found in watersheds, as shown on the left. Naturalized
stormwater facilities have less runoff and more groundwater infiltration than the typical stormwater facilities constructed for new
development.
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