Health & Safety Regional Task Force

Early Learning Resource Center
Region 17
Health & Safety Regional Task Force
March 16, 2022
In partnership with Montgomery County Department of Health and Human Services
Serving Montgomery County
P.O. Box 311 | 1430 DeKalb St. | Norristown, PA 19404 | (610) 278-3707 | montcopa.org/elrc

Health & Safety Regional Task Force

What is the Health & Safety Regional Task Force?
ELRC Region 17 acts as a connection among support systems and between support systems. We
have created a Health and Safety Regional Task Force which brings together professionals in a
regional, collaborative effort. The Task Force provides coordinated, consistent health and safety
related supports to ECE providers. We work together to identify needs, maximize resources, and
leverage local and statewide strengths to address needs and improve services.
The Health and Safety Regional Task Force is comprised of ELRC Quality Coaches, Program
Quality Assessors, Preschool Program Specialists, EI/EITA Consultants, Certification
Representatives, and Infant and Early Childhood Mental Health (IECMH) Consultants. ELRC 17
has created a Task Force informed by an assessment of the needs of providers in the region. The
individual expertise and strengths of each task force member guides the work and the allocation of
effort. Now more than ever, we need to work together to ensure that health and safety is at the
forefront of early childhood education.
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Health & Safety Regional Task Force Objectives
• Meet regularly to discuss activities, requests, findings, challenges, and needs
• Identify areas of expertise and create a phone/contact list
• Determine regional needs, approaches to meeting the needs, and the system
to support programs within the region
• Set up systems for communication
• Create resource connections for programs without duplicating services
• Share findings with their ELRC Local Leadership Councils on a regular basis
• Report recent work and developments to the Pennsylvania Key Senior Health
Manager as requested
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Health & Safety Regional Task Force Commitments
• Our work is relationship-based with the goal of supporting cross-sector partnerships and
collaborative responsiveness to health and safety concerns.
• We acknowledge that conversations and information shared are to be privileged and
confidential.
• We work collaboratively to support regional dialogue, sharing resources and supporting the
implementation of best practices around health & safety in ECE environments.
• Our commitment to best practice extends to engaging Certification Representatives when any
program is observed to be out of compliance or expresses a need for additional clarification
about Pennsylvania child care regulations and/or implementation of regulatory guidance.
• We will continually review Center for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC) and government
Guidance on best practice and Pennsylvania regulatory compliance based on the evolving
nature of the pandemic and emerging evidence.
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Health & Safety Regional Task Force Goals
ELRC agencies will ensure that their Health & Safety Regional Task Force have
developed long term goals to guide the team’s work even after the COVID-19
pandemic subsides.
Examples of long-term goals for the Regional Task Force:
• Keeping the systems intact which are being created by this effort
• Maintaining these coordinated efforts for the future
• Creating a multidisciplinary group
• Creating sustainable community resources to support community well-being
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Contacting Us
An Employee Directory and our monthly Newsletter is available on our
website, montcopa.org/elrc.
Email:

ELRCRegion17@pa.gov

Phone:
Fax:

610-278-3707
610-278-5161

Mail:

ELRC Region 17
PO Box 311
1430 DeKalb Street
Norristown, PA 19404-0311
In partnership with Montgomery County Department of Health and Human Services
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Montgomery County Office of Public Health
Updates on COVID-19 vaccine, Delta, and Omicron
Current testing sites: Hours of operation, Procedure for scheduling a test
Statistics (positivity rates, number of people tested, etc.)
Other information relevant to early childhood education field
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Contact Office of Public Health
Phone: 610-278-6211 (Call will go to voicemail)

Email: MCOPHChildCare@montcopa.org
Website for additional info: www.montcopa.org/COVID-19
Email for general questions: COVID19@montcopa.org
COVID Call Center (833) 875-3967, Monday – Saturday, 8:00am - 8:00pm
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Covid-19 Update
Montgomery County Office of Public Health
Division of Communicable Disease

Office of Public Health

Montgomery County Board of Commissioners
Valerie A. Arkoosh, MD, MPH, Chair
Kenneth E. Lawrence, Jr, Vice Chair
Joseph C. Gale, Commissioner

Montco Covid-19 Hospitalization data
March 15, 2022

Dec. 14, 2020
546 hospitalized
cases

Jan. 12, 2022
669 hospitalized
cases

Who is at high risk for severe disease from Covid19?
• CDC says:
• People with certain medical conditions are more likely to get very
sick with COVID-19.
• If an individual has questions about a conditions and risk, they
should talk to their healthcare provider.
• Staying up to date with COVID-19 vaccines and following preventive
measures for COVID-19 are important.
• https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/hcp/clinicalcare/underlyingconditions.html
– Visual tools to help health care understand various risks of severe disease.

PCR tests reported

CDC Covid-19 Community Level
*new Feb. 25, 2022

• https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/your-health/covidby-county.html
• NEW view of COVID activity at the county level
• Low, medium or high community levels based on:
– Number of new cases per 100,000 population - past 7 days
– New COVID-19 hospital admissions per 100,000 - past 7 days
– Percent of staffed inpatient beds occupied by COVID-19 patients (7-day
average)
– New metric includes hospitalization data obtained from HHS and does not
include PCR percent positivity
– Measures severity of disease and impact on healthcare systems

CDC Community Transmission Metrics
previous metrics, still relevant for health care settings

High-Substantial-Moderate-Low
Substantial

New Montco Data Hub: Effective March 4, 2022

https://experience.arcgis.com/experience/62598e3ed8b44891a2e6e9115c7676eb/?org=montcopa

National March 10th Community Levels
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Masking:
As of 12/10/21, the Pennsylvania Supreme Court issued a ruling that ended the Secretary of Health’s
order that masks must be worn by children over two and educators and staff at child care settings.
After the PA Supreme Court ruling, providers received the following message from Meg Snead, Acting
Secretary, Department of Human Services: Special Announcement: Message from Acting Secretary
Meg Snead - Mask Guidance (constantcontact.com)
OCDEL’s Bureau of Certification is no longer citing providers for masking compliance. Masking is not a
licensing issue, a mandate, or a regulation. Providers cannot be cited for masking compliance.
It has consistently been OCDEL's message to follow the CDC COVID-19 Guidance for Operating Early
Care and Education/Child Care Programs.
Each child care program must set their own health and safety policies.
In partnership with Montgomery County Department of Health and Human Services
Serving Montgomery County
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Some things to consider…
The guidance for early childhood education is different than what is recommended for school
districts.
Districts primarily serve children who are 5 years of age (kindergarten) and older. These children
are age-eligible for vaccination. In a child care setting, infants, toddlers, and preschoolers are not
yet eligible for vaccination.
In most cases, younger children are not able to practice social distancing as effectively as schoolaged children. For example, an early care classroom of 3 years olds will most likely not be able to
maintain social distancing as well as an elementary school classroom of 3rd graders.
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CDC COVID-19 Guidance
Guidance for Operating Early Care and Education / Child Care Programs
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/community/schoolschildcare/child-care-guidance.html
*Note: The CDC’s new “COVID-19 Community Levels recommendations” align
precautions for educational settings with those for other community settings. CDC is in
the process of updating this page with these new recommendations. Updates will be
posted here when available.
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Child Passenger Safety
Kristi Goodwin
Community Health Program Manager
Montgomery County Office of Public Health
The Montgomery County Office of Public Health’s Division of Health Promotion
is comprised of staff from various backgrounds and education levels. The
diverse backgrounds and abilities of staff allow for greater reach of County
residents with outreach and education practices.
In partnership with Montgomery County Department of Health and Human Services
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Montgomery County
Health Promotion Programs for
Young Children
Kristi Goodwin and Elizabeth Raum

Office of Public Health

Montgomery County Board of Commissioners
Valerie A. Arkoosh, MD, MPH, Chair
Kenneth E. Lawrence, Jr, Vice Chair
Joseph C. Gale, Commissioner

Child Passenger Safety Education
• Educate families and staff

• Educational tables
• Virtual or in-person
presentations
 English and Spanish

• Safety tips for newsletters, email
blasts, social media, etc.
• Resources

Virtual Car Seat Checks
• Certified Technicians
• Free
• Convenient- work with caregiver’s
schedule

• Schedule an appointment:
www.montcopa.org/carseatcheck
• Questions: carseat@montcopa.org

Parking Lot Safety

123 a Healthy Me
•
•
•
•

www.montcopa.org/communityhealth

8 unit curriculum
YouTube videos
Ages 3-5
Focuses on:
–
–
–
–

Reducing screen time
Eating fruits and vegetables
Choosing water first
Importance of moving

Montco StoryWalk
• Norristown Farm Park
• ½ mile in total length

• Toddler- Young Elementary

Montco Trail Challenge
• Free
• Fun for all ages
• May 7th-December 4th

Thank You!
• For more information about our programs, please visit:

www.montcopa.org/communityhealth
Kgoodwin@montcopa.org
Carseat@montcopa.org
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OCDEL Bureau of Certification: Terra Banks and Kya Thompson
ANNOUNCEMENT C-21-03 issued 5/24/2021
Act 62 of 2020 Fire Safety Requirements for Certified Child Care Facilities
Online Fire Safety Trainings
The Office of Child Development and Early Learning (OCDEL) maintains that trainings in an in-person
setting for fire safety are most valuable. In-person trainings allow the fire safety professional to respond to
questions from the staff and give guidance specific to the facility. To find fire safety trainings, individuals
should first reach out to their local municipality, fire chief or other fire protection specialist to see if there are
any in-person trainings available that meet the regulatory requirements relating to fire safety training.
In the event the child care provider and staff cannot schedule in-person fire safety training, OCDEL will
accept any approved fire safety online training that is in the PD Registry. Child care providers and staff may
access the fire safety trainings at papdregistry.org and search for Fire Safety Training.
In partnership with Montgomery County Department of Health and Human Services
Serving Montgomery County
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Pediatric First Aid and CPR Training
Ta`Mora Jackson, MAT
ECE PDO Manager
Public Health Management Corporation
Pediatric First Aid
Pediatric CPR
Professional Development opportunities

In partnership with Montgomery County Department of Health and Human Services
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March is Read Aloud Month
During March, celebrate Read Aloud month, a time to change children's lives by
creating a new habit and reinforce early literacy. Read Aloud 15 Minutes has
fun, printable one-pagers to help adults reinforce their child's early learning.
Check out:
Ask Questions - Clouds in English or Spanish
Ask Questions - Night Sky in English or Spanish
Ask Questions - Trees in English or Spanish
Ask Questions - Architecture in English or Spanish
Ask Questions - Transportation in English or Spanish
In partnership with Montgomery County Department of Health and Human Services
Serving Montgomery County
P.O. Box 311 | 1430 DeKalb St. | Norristown, PA 19404 | (610) 278-3707 | montcopa.org/elrc

Health & Safety Regional Task Force

Montgomery County Pandemic Recovery Fund for Child Care
Wednesday, March 23, 2022 from 1-2:30 PM
Attend sessions to share your ideas with others, meet potential partners and learn
what projects others are considering. Each session will provide basic information
about ARPA funding, the application process and the opportunity to connect with
others having similar ideas.
*See PDF for registration details
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Open Space
What more can ELRC Region 17 do to support providers?

What are your current areas of need?
Do you have other topics that your are interested in learning more about?

In partnership with Montgomery County Department of Health and Human Services
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Our next meeting will be held on
Wednesday 4/27/22 | 1:00-2:30pm
Announcements from other organizations
Questions, Comments, Concerns
We welcome your feedback!

In partnership with Montgomery County Department of Health and Human Services
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ANNOUNCEMENT
C-22-01

Pennsylvania Office of Child Development and Early Learning
Bureau of Early Learning Policy and Professional Development and Bureau of
Certification
Issue Date:

January 11, 2022

Effective Date:

January 11, 2022

End Date:

N/A

Subject:

Pediatric First Aid and Pediatric Cardiopulmonary Resuscitation (CPR)
Training Requirements and Access to Free Training through Early
Childhood Education Professional Development Organizations (ECE
PDOs)

To:

Certified Child Care Facilities
Office of Child Development and Early Learning Staff

From:

Tracey Campanini
Deputy Secretary, Office of Child Development & Early Learning

PURPOSE

To clarify updated guidance on the federal requirements for Child Care and

Development Block Grant (CCDBG), health and safety training requirements that all
child care providers must complete pediatric first aid and pediatric cardiopulmonary
resuscitation (CPR) training. To clarify that pediatric first aid and pediatric CPR training
must be completed before child care staff can care for children unsupervised. To inform
child care providers the Early Childhood Education Professional Development
Organizations (ECE PDOs) role for providing access to free, Pennsylvania Quality
Assurance System (PQAS) approved, Pediatric First Aid and Pediatric CPR training.
The following documents are included in this announcement:
• Pediatric First Aid and Pediatric CPR Free Training Flyer

BACKGROUND

The reauthorized Child Care Development Block Grant Fund requires all staff in
licensed child care programs to be certified in Pediatric First Aid and Pediatric CPR.
Pediatric First Aid and Pediatric CPR is a required health and safety training topic that
must be completed before a child care staff can care for children unsupervised, which
means a child care staff must be supervised at all times by a qualified child care staff.
As such, changes have been made to the following DHS child care regulations: 55 Pa.
Pennsylvania Departments of Education and Human Services | Office of Child Development and Early Learning
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Code §3270, §3280, and §3290 which now require all staff persons to complete
professional development in Pediatric First Aid and Pediatric CPR within 90 days of hire
and renew their certification in Pediatric First Aid and CPR on/or before the expiration of
the most current certification (55 Pa.§ 3270.31, §3280.31, §3290.31). In addition, the
Pediatric First Aid and Pediatric CPR training must be conducted by an approved
Pennsylvania Quality Assurance System (PQAS) Instructor using an OCDEL
recognized curriculum (see Pediatric First Aid and Pediatric CPR Courses table below)
for compliance with certification regulations. Once the PQAS curriculum is approved,
then PQAS trainers and/or organizations will be a “Specialty Discipline” in the PD
Registry, which means they can only train on that PQAS curriculum in Pediatric First Aid
and Pediatric CPR. Pediatric First Aid and Pediatric CPR certification must be renewed
according to the timing of the approved Pediatric First Aid and Pediatric CPR model.
To address the need for child care providers to comply with health and safety training
certification regulations (55 Pa. Code §3270.31, §3280.31 and §3290.31), ECE PDOs
will provide access to free Pediatric First Aid and Pediatric CPR training based on the
expiration of the program’s current Certificate of Compliance. ECE PDOs are contracted
to support credentialing and Career Pathway advancement. Obtaining Pediatric First
Aid and Pediatric CPR certification is a required first step in an early childhood
education professional’s Career Pathway and is required to maintain employability.

DISCUSSION

The Pediatric First Aid and Pediatric CPR training will be provided by approved
instructors who are also approved PQAS trainers for this content. The Regional ECE
PDOs are responsible for confirming each instructor is approved in the PD Registry,
offers an approved curriculum for Pediatric First Aid and Pediatric CPR, and offer a
training card or certificate that lists, at minimum, the participant’s name, full title of the
offered course, and issued and expiration date. This will be distributed to the participant
at the conclusion of all required training components. OCDEL Certification staff can
accept the PD Registry report or the individual cards to ensure all the necessary
information is included for compliance purposes. If doing the approved provisional
course (see below), the issued card must clearly state the “provisional” status. It may be
offered using face-to-face or blended/hybrid (online and face-to-face) models, however
a hands-on instructor led component must always be present for the practicum portions
of the training.
The “online-only” course titled “Adult, Child, and Baby First Aid/CPR” certification, that
does not include a hands-on component, will no longer be accepted to meet
compliance with certification regulations (55 Pa. §3270.31, §3280.31 and §3290.31).
Any staff that has completed the “online-only” course titled “Adult, Child, and Baby First
Aid/CPR” prior to September 30, 2021, will not be cited for non-compliance with
certification regulations (55 PA Codes 3270.31, 3280.31 and 3290.31).
All Pediatric First Aid and Pediatric CPR trainings must include hands-on session to be
compliant with certification regulations. “Pediatric” needs to be in the title and offer a
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training card or certificate that lists, at minimum, the participant’s name, full title of the
offered course for it to be accepted by DHS Certification.
The American Red Cross is offering a one-year provisional Adult and Pediatric First
Aid/CPR certification course to support the training needs during these challenging
times. The online course can be purchased and upon successful completion, receive a
one-year provisional Adult and Pediatric First Aid/CPR certification. The staff then has
up to one year to complete the in-person skill session, to receive a two-year Red Cross
Adult and Pediatric First Aid/CPR certificate which satisfies OSHA requirements. 1 This
option will be accepted by OCDEL.
The American Heart Association (AHA) offers a blended learning model, which is a
combination of eLearning where a student completes part of the course in a selfdirected manner online and followed by a hands-on session. The hands-on session is
completed in person with an AHA Instructor or using Voice Assisted Manikin (VAM),
where available. 2 This option will be accepted by OCDEL.
The American Academy of Pediatrics (AAP) offers an onsite and hybrid
course, Pediatric First Aid for Caregivers and Teachers (PedFACTs), which includes
Pediatric First Aid/CPR, emergency medical services (EMS) and automated external
defibrillator (AED). The onsite course requires an online pretest, 4-hour classroom, and
a final examination. The hybrid course requires an online pretest, self-directed online
modules (about 2 hours), online final examination, and attend a 2-hour hands-on skills
practice with instructor interaction 3.
The instructors who are PQAS approved to offer Pediatric First Aid and Pediatric CPR
were notified that they need to instruct on pediatric focused curriculum and that
“pediatric” needs to be in the and offer a training card or certificate that lists, at
minimum, the participant’s name, full title of the offered course for it to be accepted by
DHS Certification. Curriculum will continue to be reviewed for approval by the
Pennsylvania Key and if others are approved, an updated listing will be provided.
Below is a list of the currently approved Pediatric First Aid and Pediatric CPR providers
and curriculums:
PEDIATRIC FIRST AID and PEDIATRIC CPR COURSES
Provider

American Heart
Association (AHA)

Course Name

Course
Length

Certification
Period

Hybrid/
Blended
Option?

AHA Heart Saver
Pediatric First Aid
with Child-Infant
CPR

6-8hrs
(PD
Reg
indicate

2yrs

Y

PD
Registry
Course
Catalog
Y

1-Year Online Provisional Adult and Pediatric FA/CPR/AED-OL (redcross.org)
Heartsaver® Pediatric First Aid CPR AED Online | AHA
3 PedFACTs™ (aap.org)
1
2
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American Academy
of Pediatrics and
National
Association of
School Nurses
(AAP)
American Red
Cross (ARC)

Health & Safety
Institute (HSI)
Health & Safety
Institute (HSI)

Health & Safety
Institute (HSI)

National Safety
Council (NSC)

Pediatric First Aid
for Caregivers and
Teachers
(PedFACTs) First
Aid and CPR
American Red
Cross-First
Aid/CPR/AED
including Pediatric
First Aid and CPR
American Safety
and Health Institute
Pediatric First Aid,
CPR, and AED
EMS Safety
Services CPR,
AED, and First Aid
for Childcare
Providers
MEDIC First Aid
Pediatric Plus CPR,
AED, and First Aid
for Children, Infants
and Adults
National Safety
Council Pediatric
First Aid, AED, and
CPR

s 45hrs)
4hrs

2yrs

Y

Y

4.5hrs

2yrs

Y

6hrs

2yrs

Y
OneYear
Provision
al Option
Y

6.58hrs
(PD
Reg
indicate
s 4hrs)
6hrs

2yrs

Y

2yrs

N

Y

Y

The PD Registry will be used as the method for registering and tracking participants.
The ECE PDOs will be responsible for posting or assuring posting (by instructors) of
available trainings into the PD Registry. Again, OCDEL Certification staff can accept the
PD Registry report or the individual cards to ensure all the necessary information is
included for compliance purposes. The ECE PDOs will collaborate with child care
programs to provide on-site trainings, when feasible.

Roles and Responsibilities of Child Care Providers and ECE PDOs
Child Care Provider’s responsibilities:

•

Inform all staff of the need to have current
Pediatric First Aid and Pediatric CPR
certification.

Regional ECE PDO’s responsibilities:

•

Allocate program funding to provide
access to free Pediatric First Aid and
Pediatric CPR training within assigned
ECE PDO regions to staff working in
DHS certified child care facilities.
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•

•

•

•

Identify staff who need the training by
•
reviewing their Pediatric First Aid and
Pediatric CPR training cards.
o Ensure the training is focused on
Pediatric First Aid and Pediatric CPR.
o Ensure the card was issued by an
approved PQAS curriculum and
program (detailed below).
o Ensure new staff are trained within 90
days of hire.
Sponsored training, available at no cost
•
will be posted in the PD Registry. Reach
out to your Regional ECE PDO to learn
how you can register your staff or schedule
a Pediatric First Aid and Pediatric CPR
training in your area.
Print and post the attached flyer containing •
the Regional ECE PDO contact information
as a reminder.

Connect child care providers with an
approved PQAS approved Pediatric First
Aid and Pediatric CPR training program
and offer flexible training times and
locations.

Assure approved Pediatric First Aid and
Pediatric CPR trainings are scheduled in
the Pennsylvania Key PD Registry.

Coordinate having an approved Pediatric
First Aid and Pediatric CPR trainer come
to provider locations when multiple staff
need training.

Plan ahead and call your Regional ECE
PDO as soon as a need is identified. PDOs
will use the prioritization strategy (detailed
below) when scheduling training which
means, depending on priority, a training
may not be scheduled right away.

Note: Child Care providers may continue to access PQAS approved Pediatric First Aid and
Pediatric CPR trainings outside of ECE PDO offerings, but they may have a cost associated to
them. OCDEL will not reimburse for any Pediatric First Aid and Pediatric CPR trainings taken
outside of what the Regional ECE PDO is offering.

Communication to Child Care Providers About Available Trainings

To assure communication to providers regarding access to the free and approved
trainings, OCDEL will employ a two-pronged approach to outreach. The “Pediatric First
Aid and Pediatric CPR Free Training Flyer” will be used to remind child care providers
of the certification requirements and their responsibilities.
Outreach from OCDEL Bureau of Certification Services will occur as part of the renewal
packet by the certification representative. OCDEL certification regional offices will
include the “Pediatric First Aid and Pediatric CPR Free Training Flyer” when child care
providers are notified of their licensing renewal which occurs approximately 130 days
prior to the expiration of their Certificate of Compliance (CoC).
In addition to the outreach through the renewal packet, the ECE PDOs will outreach to
child care programs who are three months (90 days) from the program’s DHS
Pennsylvania Departments of Education and Human Services | Office of Child Development and Early Learning
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Certificate of Compliance expiration date. The ECE PDO outreach will consist of
generating and mailing or emailing the “Pediatric First Aid and Pediatric CPR Free
Training Flyer” to the identified child care program and conduct any follow up with child
care programs who responded to the flyer.

Prioritization of DHS Child Care Staff to Receive Pediatric First Aid and
Pediatric CPR Training

OCDEL, in collaboration with the ECE PDOs, sets the priorities for scheduling DHS
child care staff to receive free and approved Pediatric First Aid and Pediatric CPR
training. The priorities help direct the ECE PDO’s work, including scheduling Pediatric
First Aid and Pediatric CPR trainings. The following identifies current OCDEL
scheduling priorities for Pediatric First Aid and Pediatric CPR training:
1. The facility has received a citation for non-compliance because child care
staff do not have Pediatric First Aid and Pediatric CPR training.
2. Child care staff Pediatric First Aid and Pediatric CPR certificate has expired.
3. Child care staff newly hired and within their first 90 days of employment have
not yet received Pediatric First Aid and Pediatric CPR.
4. Child care staff Pediatric First Aid and Pediatric CPR certificate isn’t expired
but will expire within 1 year of their facility’s certificate of compliance
expiration date.
5. Child care staff that will need Pediatric First Aid and Pediatric CPR training for
compliance within 1 year of their facility’s certificate of compliance expiration
date.
Note: If individual child care staff do not fall within one of the prioritizations, and a provider
wants all their child care staff to be trained at the same time, the provider would be responsible
for covering the costs of those child care staff not falling within the prioritizations.

NEXT STEPS

Child Care Providers:
1) Read this announcement and share with staff.
2) Use the regional contact provided on the information flyer (attached) if you or
your staff have an expired Pediatric First Aid and Pediatric CPR certificate or a
certificate that will expire within the next 90 days.
3) Contact your Regional Child Care Certification Office if you have any questions.
Comments and Questions regarding this announcement should be directed to the
child care provider’s Regional Office of Child Development and Early Learning:
Certification Regional Office of Child Development and Early Learning
Central Region 800-222-2117
Northeast Region 800-222-2108
Southeast North and Southeast South Region 800-346-2929
Western Region 800-222-2149
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Pediatric First Aid and Pediatric CPR Free Training Flyer
All staff working in Department of Human Services (DHS) certified child care programs
are required to have current Pediatric First Aid/CPR certification (55 Pa. Code §§
3270.31, 3280.31 and 3290.31).
OCDEL has partnered with the Early Childhood Education Professional Development
Organizations (ECE PDOs) in your region to provide free Pediatric First Aid/CPR
training opportunities!
ECE PDO’s will:
• Connect you with an approved Pediatric First Aid/CPR training program
and offer you flexible training times and locations.
• Assure approved Pediatric First Aid/CPR trainings are scheduled in the PA
Key PD Registry.
• Coordinate having an approved Pediatric First Aid/CPR trainer come to
your location when multiple staff need training.
As the program leader it is your responsibility to:
 Inform your staff of the need to have current Pediatric First Aid/ CPR certification.
 Identify which staff need the training by reviewing their First Aid/CPR training
cards:
o Ensure the training is focused on Pediatric First Aid/CPR,
o Ensure the card was issued by an approved program, and
o Ensure new staff are trained within 90 days of hire.
 Sponsored training, available at no cost will be posted in the PD Registry.
Review options by searching in the PDE Registry or reach out to your Regional
ECE PDO to learn how you can register your staff or schedule a Pediatric First
Aid/CPR training in your area.
Please call as soon as you can! Seats will fill fast!
Note: Child Care providers may continue to access PQAS approved Pediatric First
Aid and Pediatric CPR trainings outside of ECE PDO offerings, but they may have a
cost associated to them. OCDEL will not reimburse for any Pediatric First Aid and
Pediatric CPR trainings taken outside of what the Regional ECE PDO is offering.

ECE PDOs Contact Information
ECE PDO at PHMC:
(Philadelphia and SE Regions):

ECE PDO at PASSHE:
(NW, NE, SW, Central Regions):

ecepdo@phmc.org or call 267-773-4400

CPRFirstAid@ship.edu or call 717-4771899
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ANNOUNCEMENT
C-21-03

Pennsylvania Office of Child Development and Early Learning
Bureau of Certification and Bureau of Policy & Professional Development
Issue Date: May 24, 2021
Effective Date: May 24, 2021
Expiration Date: N/A
Subject: Act 62 of 2020 Fire Safety Requirements for Certified Child Care
Facilities
To: Certified Child Care Facilities
Early Learning Resource Centers
Office of Child Development and Early Learning Staff
From:
Tracey Campanini
Deputy Secretary, Office of Child Development & Early Learning

PURPOSE
To describe the requirements in Act 62, signed into law July 14, 2020. This act revises fire
safety requirements for certified child care facilities regulated under 55 Pa. Code, Chapters
3270, 3280, and 3290 relating to child care centers, group child care homes, and family child
care homes. This law requires child care providers to meet requirements as described in detail
below. This law was effective Nov. 11, 2020.

BACKGROUND
On Aug. 30, 2019, the Office of Child Development and Early Learning (OCDEL) issued a
message to all certified child care facilities relating to fire safety. On Nov. 27, 2019, OCDEL
issued a revised message relating to fire safety and the child care facility’s responsibility to
maintain operable fire detection systems. The fire safety initiative was a result of the tragedy in
a Family Child Care Home in Erie, PA, caused by fire. As such, legislators identified the need
for laws to strengthen fire safety requirements in certified child care facilities across the
commonwealth, resulting in Act 62 of 2020 (Act 62), which revised the statute under the Human
Services Code, 62 P.S. § 1016, by adding subsection (c).
The guidance contained in this Announcement replaces the fire safety requirements set forth by
OCDEL on Nov. 27, 2019. Regulations referencing Act 62 are also applicable and can be found
at 55 Pa. Code §§ 3270.95, 3280.95, and 3290.95.
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•
•
•

Title 34 Pa. Code § 403.23 is applicable law for child care centers, group child care
homes and family child care homes.
Title 34 Pa. Code Chapter 56 is applicable only to family child care homes or group child
care homes operating in a residence.
Title 35 P.S. §1223.6(f.1) (Fire and Panic Act) is applicable only to family child care
homes.

This guidance also applies to school-age programs not located in a school-building pursuant to
55 Pa. Code 3270.241(b)(5)(i) and 3280.221(b)(5)(i).

DISCUSSION
All certified child care facilities must maintain compliance with the Fire and Panic Act, the
Pennsylvania Construction Code, and applicable regulations relating to fire detection devices or
systems. Fire detection devices or systems must always be operable.
A.

Requirements for Certified Family Child Care Homes (FCCH)

Shall manually test all fire detection devices or systems at least once every thirty days,
demonstrating the system is operable and maintain a written record of the testing with the
facility's fire drill logs.

If the fire detection device or system cannot be tested monthly, the facility is required to:
• Have the fire detection device or system tested annually by a fire safety professional.
• Obtain written documentation of the annual test results demonstrating the system is
operable, on the Fire Safety Professional’s letterhead; and
• Maintain written documentation of annual test results, with the facility’s fire drill logs.

FCCH with interconnected smoke detection devices shall maintain, with their fire drill logs,
proof of purchase, including the date of purchase of the interconnected fire detection device or
system.
• Have a smoke detector on each floor and in the basement;
• Smoke detector(s) powered by a non-replaceable lithium battery which meets
applicable Underwriters Laboratory standards and has a minimum 10-year limited
warranty commencing with the date of purchase
• Alarm is audible to persons in the indoor child care space with all intervening doors
closed;
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Maintain, proof of purchases and date of purchase of all smoke detectors in the home
with the fire drill logs
Have an operable, portable fire extinguisher rated for Class B Fires in the kitchen and
other cooking areas; and
Meet the exiting requirements for an R-3 occupancy and licensure under 55 Pa. Code
Chapter 3290 (relating to family child care homes) and 34 Pa. Code Ch. 56 (relating to
small group habitation).

FCCH with non-interconnected smoke detection devices shall meet the following
requirements:
• Have a smoke detector on each floor and in the basement;
• Smoke detector(s) powered by a non-replaceable lithium battery which meets
applicable Underwriters Laboratory standards and has a minimum 10-year limited
warranty commencing with the date of purchase;
• Alarm is audible to persons in the indoor child care space with all intervening doors
closed;
• Maintain, proof of purchases and date of purchase of all smoke detectors in the home
with the fire drill logs;
• Have an operable, portable fire extinguisher rated for Class B Fires in the kitchen and
other cooking areas; and
• Meet the exiting requirements for an R-3 occupancy and licensure under 55 Pa. Code
Chapter 3290 (relating to family child care homes) and 34 Pa. Code Ch. 56 (relating to
small group habitation).
NOTE: OCDEL has updated the fire drill log with appropriate sections for documenting fire drills
and testing of the fire detection device or system monthly. See Appendix 1.
If the certified family child care home is not in compliance with any of these requirements, an
OCDEL certification representative will issue a citation. If the home does not have an operable
fire detection system, smoke detection system, and/or fire extinguisher, the regional manager
will determine if a complaint should be made to the building code official to determine
compliance with Act 62 and any other applicable requirements.
B.

Requirements for Certified Group Child Care Homes (Operating in a Residence)

Shall manually test all fire detection devices or systems at least once every thirty days,
demonstrating the system is operable and maintain a written record of the testing with the
facility's fire drill logs.
If the fire detection device or system cannot be tested monthly, the facility is required to:
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Have the fire detection device or system tested annually by a fire safety professional.
Obtain written documentation of the annual test results demonstrating the system is
operable, on the Fire Safety Professional’s letterhead; and
Maintain written documentation of annual test results, with the facility’s fire drill logs
Have an interconnected fire detection device or system;
Maintain proof of purchase and date of purchase of the interconnected fire detection
device or system with the fire drill logs;
Have an operable, portable fire extinguisher rated for Class B fires in the kitchen and
other cooking areas; and
Meet the exiting requirements for an R-3 occupancy and licensure under 55 Pa. Code
Chapter 3280 (relating to group child day care homes) and 34 Pa. Code Ch. 56
(relating to small group habitation).

NOTE: OCDEL has updated the fire drill log with appropriate sections for documenting fire drills
and testing of the fire detection device or system monthly. See Appendix 1.
If the certified group child care home is not in compliance with any of these requirements, an
OCDEL certification representative will issue a citation. If the certified group child care does not
have an operable interconnected fire detection system/device, smoke detection system, and/or
fire extinguisher, the regional manager will determine if a complaint should be made to the
building code official to determine compliance with Act 62 and any other applicable
requirements.
C.

Requirements for Certified Child Care Centers (including Child Care Centers
located in a school-building) and Group Child Care (NOT Operating in a
Residence)

Shall manually test all fire detection devices or systems at least once every thirty days,
demonstrating the system is operable and maintain a written record of the testing with the
facility's fire drill logs.
If the fire detection device or system cannot be tested monthly, the facility is required to:
• Have the fire detection device or system tested annually by a fire safety professional.
• Obtain written documentation of the annual test results demonstrating the system is
operable, on the Fire Safety Professional’s letterhead; and
• Maintain written documentation of annual test results, with the facility’s fire drill logs
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Have a fire detection device or system that is operable and properly maintained at all
times in compliance with the act of April 27, 1927 (P.L.465, No.299), referred to as
the "Fire and Panic Act," the act of November 10, 1999 (P.L.491, No.45), known as
the "Pennsylvania Construction Code Act," and applicable regulations;
Have a valid certificate of occupancy; and
Maintain proof of purchase of an interconnected fire detection device or system
(where applicable), in accordance with 62 P.S. 1016(c)(3).

NOTE: OCDEL has updated the fire drill log with appropriate sections for documenting fire drills
and testing of the fire detection device or system monthly. See Appendix 1.
If the certified child care center or group child care (not operating in a residence) is not in
compliance with any of these requirements, an OCDEL certification representative will issue a
citation. If the certified child care center or group child care (not operating in a residence) does
not have an operable fire detection device or system, smoke detector or valid certificate of
occupancy, the regional manager will determine if a complaint should be made to the building
code official to determine compliance with Act 62 and any other applicable requirements.
Requirements During Inspections by OCDEL
All certified child care facilities must demonstrate the fire detection device or system is operable
when the OCDEL certification representative conducts an annual inspection and may be
required to demonstrate the device or system at other inspections. The OCDEL certification
representative will be assessing for compliance with all the components of the requirements
outlined above. If the fire detection device or system cannot be tested or demonstrated as
operable due to system design (not lack of functionality), then the facility must show the
certification representative the documentation of testing by a fire safety professional.

Non-compliance with Act 62
OCDEL citations for non-compliance began Dec. 11, 2020.
Verified non-compliance by OCDEL will result in a citation of 62 P.S. § 1016(c), 55 Pa. Code §§
3270.95, 3280.95, or 3290.95 relating to fire detection, and/or 55 Pa. Code §§ 3270.21,
3280.20, or 3290.18 relating to general health and safety. When non-compliance with fire safety
requirements with respect to smoke detectors under the “Fire and Panic Act” and the
“Pennsylvania Construction Code Act” is suspected, notice of any suspected failure to satisfy
the safety requirements shall be provided to the building code official by an OCDEL certification
representative as a complaint.
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NEXT STEPS
1. Read this Announcement and share it with appropriate staff.
2. Become familiar with the fire safety requirements in your facility with respect to Act 62.
3. Make sure your fire drill log meets the requirements of Act 62. See Appendix 1 for the
revised fire drill log developed by OCDEL.
Appendix 1- Fire Drill Log
Child care facility operators who have comments and questions regarding this announcement should contact
the appropriate Regional Office of Child Development and Early Learning:
Central Region 800-222-2117
Northeast Region 800-222-2108
Western Region 800-222-2149.
Southeast Region 800346- 2929
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