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The year was 1915, and here are a few of the
many events that happened that year:













Woodrow Wilson was the U. S. President;
Working as a cook at New York’s Sloan
Hospital under an assumed name, Typhoid Mary infected 25 people and was
placed in quarantine for life;
The U. S. House of Representatives rejected a proposal to give women the right to
vote;
Babe Ruth hit his first career home run off
Jack Warhop;
The RMS Lusitania was sunk on its way
from New York to Britain by a U-Boat killing
1,198 people;
The Pennsylvania Railroad began electrified commuter service between Paoli and
Philadelphia, using overhead AC trolley
wires for power;
The first stop sign appeared in Detroit,
Michigan; and
Kiwanis International was founded in Detroit, Michigan.

Political campaigns wrote about the allusions of
better times, although the Bureau of Labor Statistics painted a different picture. Technology
was in its infancy, the economy was sinking, and
everyone walked everywhere. People lived in
three-generation homes that they barely
owned, ate as much lard as chicken and spent
their Friday nights dancing to player pianos. Every aspect of a person’s life was worse in just
about every way.
Men: 85 percent of
men over 14 were in
the labor force.
Work for many required using a time
clock. Manufacturing workers averaged 55 hours at
work per week. Their
jobs were more
dangerous with the
fatality rate of 61

January
Woodstove Cooking
Demonstration
Jan. 22
10 am to 11 am Free

Exhibit:
Greetings from Schwenksville
Thru Jan. 30, 2022

February
Valentines Workshop for Kids
Sat., Feb.5
10 am to 12 pm Fee

Life in 1915, cont. on Pg. 2

Letterhead: Escutcheon plate, featuring a bee hive, on second floor dresser at Pennypacker Mills
Friend Us on FACEBOOK

https://www.montcopa.org/pennypackermills T: 610-287-9349
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deaths per 100,000 workers and the workplace
was about 30 times more dangerous than it is
today.
Women: Unlike today, women were less likely to
work in 1915. Many found work at elementary
and high schools. It turned out that school
boards preferred female teachers not only because they were seen as more loving, but also
because they would do what male principals
told them while accepting less than a man’s
wage.

The Elderly: If you were lucky enough to live to
old age, Social Security did not exist and poverty among the elderly was so bad that looking
back, many wrote as if growing old were a dystopia…the “haunting fear in the winter of life.”
As families moved off farms into cities and suburbs, it became harder and harder for some elderly to find work in factories, whose work
meant long, hard labor.
City Life vs Farm Life: Food was
less varied and much more expensive. The typical American
family spent one-third of their
income on food. Cold cereal
products were proliferating
during this time with brands
such as Corn Flakes, Quaker
Puffed Rice and Puffed Wheat
and Shredded Wheat cereal.
On the farm, families enjoyed heartier and
more healthful foods such as pancakes and
eggs. Whereas, lunch in an office meant a
sandwich wrapped in a dry towel, which was
covered with a towel wrung out of hot water.
There were no plastic sandwich bags.
The average American ate approximately 11.5
pounds of lard and 14 pounds of chicken per
year in 1915. Now Americans eat 57 pounds of
chicken vs 1.5 pounds of lard.
Life at Home: Half of all families lived in rural areas or towns with populations with less than 2,500
people. More families were leaving farms behind and moving to cities for better job oppor-

tunities. Households were crowded with more
than four people on average. Back then, rarely
was one lonely as it was financially difficult to live
alone. Most children lived at home until they got
married. Women usually married at the age of
21. Almost no one got divorced and widows
moved in with their adult children.
Owning one’s home was a rarity. In 1920, there
were about four times as many renters as homeowners, where today, homeownership is above
60 percent. Houses were cheaper, but buying
was difficult. Mortgages typically required a
down payment of about 50 percent.
Children: Women had more children (three on
average) so they could help on the farm. However, the main reason women had so many children was that children were likely to die. Ten percent of infants died in their first year, compared
to one in every 168 births in the U. S. today. Most
women gave birth at home in 1915, and in major
cities such as Pittsburgh, 87 percent of these
births happened outside of hospitals.
The word “teenager” did not exist. The term applies to young people who form a group of
friends, who go to school together. Teens did not
create “high school,” high schools created
“teenagers.” 100 million people lived in the United States in 1915 and more than half were under
the age of 25.
With the shift to a society of mass production,
families relocated to cities and rather than send
their children to school, many sent them to work.
Several child labor organizations formed to prevent children from being forced to work in factories and mills and encouraged them to have
compulsory education. In 1920, just 28 percent of
American teens between fourteen and seventeen were in high school. In contrast, by 1930, 47
percent of this age group attended high school.
The social world of a teen was impacted greatly
by the invention of cars. A typical 1915 dating
scenario involved a first date where there would
be a “chat’ in the girl’s living room and then possibly followed by an awkward family dinner. With
the advent of cars, dating and romance
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People lived in three-generation homes that they barely owned, ate as much lard as chicken
and spent their Friday nights dancing to player pianos.
changed. Many a parent feared that the combination of a young man and a fast car would
be disastrous. A 1909 Cole Porter song, “Keep
Away From the Fellow Who Owns an Automobile” told of those fears:
Keep away from the fellow who owns an
automobile
He’ll take you far in his motor car
Too darn far from your Pa and Ma
If his forty
horsepo wer
goes
sixty
miles an hour
say
Goodbye
f o r e v e r ,
goodbye forever.
Transportation: Half of
all families on
farms in 1915
were just a
walk
away
from their work. In cities, most people lived
close enough to the factories where they
worked to walk there while others went by
horseback. Unlike today, where we see parking
spaces, back then, there were hitching posts
for your horse or mule. Horses allowed for people and goods to move within the city and from
the rural areas into cities. There were horsedrawn streetcars
that expanded
into
Philadelphia’s residential
areas
where
they carried 222
million
passengers
in
the
1880’s. Streetcar
companies
owned
more
Above: The Philadelphia Police
than five thou- Mounted Patrol Unit was established
sand
horses, in 1889 and survived until 1952.
which lived in Smaller horse units have come and
large multi-story gone since then. Source: PhillyHistostables, similar to ry.org.
parking garages. There were single and multiAbove: The horse-drawn streetcar was
introduced in 1858 and operated in
Philadelphia until 1897, when electric
trolley cars became more reliable and
inexpensive. Source: Library Company
of Philadelphia.

horse carriages and wagons that filled streets
in cities such as Philadelphia. Horses worked in
construction, shipping, manufacturing, and
hauling, excavating, and powering cranes.
Horses were essential for the departments of
fire, streets, health and sanitation. By 1900,
Philadelphia had four hundred horses per
square mile or nearly 50,000 horses!
A downside to so many horses in cities such as
Philadelphia was removing several thousand
horse carcasses a year, and the adding of
four to ten tons of manure and hundreds of
gallons of urine from the streets each day. This
added to the growing public health crisis that
faced many cities.
There were 2 million cars on American roads in
1915, with the Model T the most popular. However, outside a handful of cities, there weren’t
many places one could easily
and safely drive their car.
Many roads were made of
dirt, with ruts and rocks along
the way.
Technology: Thirty percent of
the country had a telephone.
Less than twenty percent had
a stove. Few people owned a
refrigerator and almost no one owned a radio. The most popular way to entertain was
the player piano or the phonograph.
Today, we are fortunate to have electricity in
our homes, washers and dryers, refrigerators
and freezers, air conditioning, cable television,
computers, and small electric appliances, to
name just a few. The people of one-hundred
years ago would be astounded with all these
inventions. Cars have replaced horses and
more people are educated.

Guided Tours
Take a free guided tour of historic Pennypacker
Mills and discover what life in the early 1900’s
was like. From kerosene lamps, the wind-up music
boxes, and more. Tours provide a fascinating look
at the beginning of industrialization here in Pennsylvania. Masks and reservations required. Call
610-287-9349 to schedule today.
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Bundle up and come to the Mills for exciting winter programs. Due to social distancing
protocols, we will be limiting the audience size of each program, require masks and require pre-registration to attend.

Call 610-287-9349 to confirm availability and to sign up!

Woodstove Cooking
Demonstration
Sat., Jan. 22
10 am—11 am
Free
Our Victorian cooks will be on hand
cooking up some traditional foods
of the early 20th century. They will
be using a woodstove, using the
hand tools that were available, and
producing the foods of the time. No
samples can be given out.
Location: Classroom Building
Parking available in upper lot

Ghosts of Immigrants Past
Sat., March 5
11 am—12 pm
Free
Hear historian Susan McAninley
bring to life the story of immigration
in Philadelphia during the years
1873 to 1915. Over 1 million European immigrants arrived in Philadelphia at Pier 53.

Location: Classroom Building
Parking available in upper lot
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One to two kids ages 5—10 years old, accompanied by one adult, are invited to participate in our Craft Workshops. Make vintage crafts using materials that were available in
the early 1900’s and make your own masterpieces to take home or give as a gift. Preregistration & pre-payment is required. Due to social distancing protocols, we will be
limiting the size of each program. Masks required for everyone.

Call 610-287-9349 to confirm availability and to sign up!

Valentines Workshop for Kids!
Sat., Feb. 5
10 am—12 pm
Fee: $5/child

Spring Workshop for Kids!
Sat., Apr. 2
10 am—12 pm
Fee: $5/child

Kids will be creating four kid-friendly
Valentines to bring home and enjoy. All supplies are provided. 1-2
kids/1 adult.

Bring your creativity and scissor skills
to the Mills for a workshop that will
get you into Spring! We’ll be making
a special card and three other
crafts. All supplies are provided. 1-2
kids/1 adult.

Location: Classroom Building
Parking available in upper lot

Location: Classroom Building
Parking available in upper lot
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Immigration at Pier 53
In Philadelphia
1873-1915
Above: Pier 53 Immigration Station, Philadelphia.
Source: http://www.phillyhistory.org

Susan McAninley has become a one-woman
force as she uncovers the story of immigration in
Philadelphia in the early 20th century. Looking to
discover her own family’s story, McAninley began her search at Pier 53, where between 1873
and 1915, more than a million immigrants were
admitted, comprising about 5% of all United
States immigrants. They arrived at the Washington Avenue Pier to start their lives as Americans.
Some stayed in Philadelphia while others boarded the Pennsylvania Railroad, just outside on
Delaware Avenue, and headed west. For a
time, Pier 53 was the third busiest immigrant port
in the United States. “They all stood here,”
McAninley says. “If only people could remember.”
To discover her own family’s history, she researched passenger lists, uncovered information
at the Historical Society of Pennsylvania, and began pairing names she found from these lists with
marriage licenses, death certificates and census
data. Once she had uncovered her own history,
she began to think about all those names she
had seen on the passenger lists and wondered
what their stories were. She began tracking
down their descendants, asking her neighbors,
friends, and anyone who would listen. “I collected stories,” she said, “and began writing them
down. Where did they come from? Where did
they go? What became of their lives? She now
has 100 individual stories. “The more stories that
are found, that are collected, the stronger the
bonds become with the immigrant experience,”
she says. “They tell of the richness of the American experience—of how complicated it was.

They tell of American promise as a place of refuge and opportunity—a place of welcome.
And they tell of the stains of America’s past—of
certain immigrants locked up to be shipped
away. Give us your tired and your poor—unless
they’re ones we don’t want.”
In 2010, after
decades of disrepair, Pier 53
was
revitalized
into a new waterfront park. The Above: Pier 53 today, now known as
renovated pier, Washington Avenue Park. The pier
now known as still stands, however, the Immigration
Washington Ave- Station no longer exists.
nue Park, provides visitors with unique, and formerly unavailable perspectives along the Delaware River. The
park also features walking paths, benches, an
elevated boardwalk and a sanctuary for indigenous species of animals and vegetation. The focal point of the park is a sculpture titled, “Land
Buoy,” which consists of a spiral staircase circling
a 55-foot spire topped by a soft blue light which
serves as a beacon for boaters and acts as a
memorial to Philadelphia’s former immigration
station, the landing place where a million people entered the country a century ago.
Come to Pennypacker Mills on Saturday, March
5th and meet historian Susan McAninaly as she
shares the story of immigration at Pier 53. Space
is limited due to social distance protocols, wear
a mask and call early and pre-register for this
free presentation: 610-287-9349
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Volunteers 2020-2021
The Joy is in the Giving

At Pennypacker Mills, we are blessed to have a cadre of wonderful volunteers who give us countless hours of time to assist at events, give guided tours, catalogue our collection, create craft activities, and help with education programs. We could not have the wide range of events and programs that we offer each year without their time and talents. To all our volunteers, thank you beyond measure for all that you do for this historic site!

Name

Hours

Name

Hours

Assal, Jim

30.25

Kurtz, Chris

3

Boyer, Sharron

147.5

Laverty, Diane

3

2

Malc, Janice

8

Coryell, Vivian

27.75

Moore, Linda*

13.25

Custer, Carol*

177.75

Oliver, Lynn

12.5

DeLucas, Margaret*

45.75

Pegg, Bonnie

16.25

Peterdozzi, Irene

46.25

Bryfogle, Kris

DiMaria, Joan

11

Earley, Richard

259.5

Previni, John

3

Frazier, Alex

24.75

Previni, Mary

173.25

Frazier, Sandra

3

Quigley, Liz

5.25

Hightower, Robin

2.5

Reed, Sarah

5.25

Keep, Chris

8.25

Smith, Betsy

7.5

Krause, Linda

3

Total Volunteer Hours 1039.5
* Indicates a member of the Friends of Pennypacker Mills
Volunteer hours are calculated from Dec 1, 2020—Dec 1, 2021

Pennypacker Mills
5 Haldeman Road
Schwenksville, PA 19473

Montgomery Board of Commissioners:
Valerie Arkoosh, MD, MPH, Chair
Kenneth E. Lawrence, Jr. Vice Chair
Joseph C. Gale, Commissioner
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March 1, 2022—January 31, 2023
Mark your calendars! Our next Exhibit will debut in March with a
hands-on experience in viewing three-dimensional images. Optical
illusion devices were a form of entertainment during the early 20th
century.
This new exhibit will be included on all free guided tours of the Pennypacker mansion. Masks are required. Call today and reserve your guided tour date & time.
Please call 610-287-9349.

