2021 Award Winner

Schellhase Commons at Ursinus College
Collegeville Borough
Schellhase Commons at Ursinus College received a 2021
Montgomery Award for successful adaptive reuse, creative
architectural and site design, and significant community impact.
This complex, strategically located at the prominent intersection
of Main Street and Fifth Avenue, is a welcoming gateway to
the college. The renovation of Keigwin Hall, an historic brick

farmhouse, and a 17,305-square-foot addition provide the
private liberal arts college and surrounding community with
a café, bookstore, meeting space, and administrative offices.
Schellhase Commons serves as a hub for social activity and
student life while providing much-needed meeting space for
Ursinus and the greater Collegeville community.
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Adaptive Reuse
The commons exemplifies a creative approach for reuse, where the
historic Keigwin Hall remains the centerpiece of the new building,
and new contemporary spaces fulfill the needs for modern college
life. Given its history, Ursinus College placed value in preserving
this former dormitory and transforming it into a contemporary
student center. Large openings that are cut through the hall’s
former exterior breathe new life into the historic structure and
literally provide a connection from the college’s past to its future. A
new translucent enclosed front porch reveals the soft red brick of
Keigwin Hall and creates transitional space to the outdoor decks.
The side of the hall also meets translucent indoor space at the
ground level, with an open deck above. These openings have been
transformed into doorways connecting the seating area to the café
service center and allowing a flow through the building’s interior.
As students, staff, and visitors move through the monolithic wall’s
openings, they can gain new perspective of the old building. This
thoughtful reuse project provides a rich architectural experience
that merges old with new, indoor and outdoor, and creates a
cohesive whole.
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Architectural & Site Design
Schellhase Commons is creatively composed of four distinct
buildings surrounding a courtyard. The site arrangement of the
complex is angled and oriented to establish a direct view corridor
between campus landmarks, such as Bomberger Memorial Hall
and the Berman Museum of Art, and the light-filled spaces of
the commons, creating a strong indoor and outdoor connection
with the campus green. Two gable walls, built with mica stone,
pay homage to the stone used throughout campus. The interior
and exterior of the building also incorporate hues of red, gold,
and black—a nod to the school colors. Each building can operate
independently of one another other yet are interconnected and
share public areas. The courtyard, surrounded by extensive native
plantings and guarded by a sculpture of the campus mascot,
the Bear, is the hub of the buildings and of campus activity and
is the transition to the redesigned College Drive. This entrance
from Main Street was reimagined as an extension of the courtyard
to become an area shared by vehicles and pedestrians. Using a
curbless universal design with permeable interlocking pavers that
unify this entry and parking area with the courtyard, this flexible
space can be used for parking and for larger events.

Community Impact
Schellhase Commons is the embodiment of Ursinus College’s
goal to be part of a more integrated college town. The leadership
recognized that linking the campus and the neighboring
community is paramount to the success of both the college and
the community as a whole. The bookstore and Keigwin Hall,
located along Main Street, create a new welcoming gateway that
links the campus with the walkable East Main Street commercial
corridor. Its strategic location engages the street edge with a
café and tiered outdoor terraces surrounded by attractive native
plantings. Pedestrians can enjoy this new destination while
experiencing the vibrancy of college life. In addition to creating
a new popular gathering place, this project has become a catalyst
for future development along Main Street, bringing economic
revitalization to the borough.
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Bernardon

Bancroft Construction

Schellhase Commons at Ursinus College, the first stop on a
potential student’s visit to campus, is an exceptional adaptive
reuse that preserved a beloved campus building while creating
an essential contemporary space. This project has strengthened
the school’s place in this traditional college town while
respecting the design and fabric of this notable liberal arts
college. The new gateway, which invites and welcomes students
and the public to the campus, achieves the college’s goal of
creating a more meaningful, integrated relationship with the
community.

Location
601 E. Main Street
Collegeville Borough
Montgomery County

Project Data

Architect/Landscape Architect

Land Use
Institutional – School

Bernardon
10 N. High Street, Suite 310
West Chester, PA 19380

Tract Size
67.4 Acres (approximately 1 acre)

Civil Engineer

Zoning:
INST - Institutional

Woodrow & Associates, Inc.
1108 N. Bethlehem Pike, Suite 5
Lower Gwynedd, PA 19002

Building Area
17,305 SF (excludes outdoor terraces)
Parking
36 Spaces (32 visitor spaces; 4 Handicap-accessible spaces)

Key Features
•
•
•

Sensitive & Innovative Design
Adaptive Reuse
Community Contribution

General Contractor
Bancroft Construction
1300 N. Grant Avenue, Suite 101
Wilmington, DE 19806

Electrical Engineer
Urban Technology, Inc.
1243 Easton Road, Suite 206
Warrington, PA 18976

Owner
Ursinus College
601 E. Main Street
Collegeville PA, 19426

The annual Montgomery Awards recognize the best in planning, design, and advocacy in Montgomery County, Pennsylvania.
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