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Pennsylvania
at the World’s Fair
St. Louis, 1904
Above: The Governor and Mrs. Pennypacker arrived at the St.
Louis Fair on August 19, 1904 by train.

Originally called the Louisiana Purchase Exposition, the 1904 World’s
Fair became known as the St. Louis World's Fair and was the event of
the century. Over eight months,
nearly 20 million visitors flocked to
St. Louis to see buildings and exhibits. The Fair was to celebrate the
centennial of President Thomas
Jefferson’s land deal with Napoleon
Bonaparte of France when the U.S.
paid $15 million for 500 million
acres of the Louisiana Territories.
While the deal was arranged in
1803, it took until 1804 for word of
the transaction to reach St. Louis.
The St. Louis Fair celebrated the

achievements of the century, aspiring to represent in physical form all
of humanity’s progress to date.
Built in Forest Park, the buildings
and layout of the fair were beyond
what most people could imagine.
Numerous railroad, local street railway lines and autobus vehicles
brought visitors to the fair, making it
accessible from every section of St.
Louis. Occupying two square miles
on the western side of St. Louis, the
World’s Fair was the largest in history with 1,272 acres containing
more than 1,500 buildings. There
were grand
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Pennsylvania at the World’s Fair, continued from Pg. 1

lagoons with gondola rides and an
ornate Festival Hall that held the
world’s largest pipe organ. A gigantic floral clock told time with a
74-foot-long minute hand above a
broad face composed of beds of
flowers in a rainbow of colors.
There were 11 monumental
“palaces,” each focusing on a subject such as Electricity, Fine Arts,
Horticulture, and Machinery. Sixtytwo countries and 43 U.S. states
(there were only 45 states at the
time) had their own halls or buildings where they displayed the
achievements of their state. Except for the Palace of Fine Arts, all
the buildings were temporary constructions, made of “staff,” a type
of plaster mixed with fiber such as
straw or hemp, that made it easier
to carve. The staff was applied
over wood structures designed to
be temporary.
According to the Pittsburg Leader
(Aug. 14, 1904), Pennsylvania has
one of the largest and handsomest state buildings. Besides the
Liberty bell, this building contains
many other things of interest.
There are many enlarged photographs, showing characteristics of
Pennsylvania cities, together with
oil and water colors by Pennsylvania artists, and other attractive
features.” “In the palace of mines
and metallurgy Pennsylvania oc-

Above: Great Coal Arch Pennsylvania
Mines Exhibit. Source: Pennsylvania at
the World’s Fair St. Louis, 1904 Vo. II

cupies a front place. The mining
exhibit consists of building
stones, block marble, limestone,
slate, fire clay, china clay, paint
clay, cement rock, finished cement, spelter, fine ores, glass
sand and anthracite and bituminous coals. The working of the
mines is illustrated in an elaborate outdoor exhibit in the Mining
gulch, where a Pennsylvania coal
mine is in operation.” The newspaper also indicated that the state
had automobiles, cycles, carriages, railways and heating appliances on display, as well as an elaborate exhibit on railroad trains.

which was situated in the Pennsylvania Building.
The Governor and Mrs. Pennypacker left Philadelphia on August 18th on a Pullman train of
the Pennsylvania Railroad with
many dignitaries aboard, and arrived in St. Louis the next day.
The state appropriated $300,000
for the state’s participation. The
Governor appointed a commission to take charge of Pennsylvania’s part in the Fair. They attended the St. Louis World’s Fair in
the summer to commemorate the
Louisiana Purchase, which in his
autobiography he stated, “I determined that Pennsylvania should
take a prominent part and that
the opportunity should be seized
to bring before the people of the
state and the nation the importance of what she did at the
time of the purchase in contrast

Above: Baldwin-Westinghouse Electric
Locomotive. Source: Pennsylvania at
the World’s Fair St. Louis, 1904 Vol. II

Throughout the World’s Fair, other buildings had exhibits focusing
on Pennsylvania including the
public school system, the penal
system, hospitals and charities,
transportation, agriculture, manufacturing, machinery, electricity,
and horticulture. Highlighting
some of the exhibits created by
various Pennsylvania departments in the “palaces” were the
exhibit on Mines. Anthracite companies contributed funds to enhance the exhibit. The exhibit received the honor as best installation of its kind at the fair. Agriculture was also acknowledged as
one of the very best illustrations
of the theory of agriculture. The
Fish & Game exhibit had the only
live fish display of any state. A
highlight for everyone attending
the fair was the Liberty Bell,

Above: Pennsylvania State Building exterior. Source: Pennsylvania at the
World’s Fair St. Louis, 1904 Vo. I

The Pennsylvania Building was the
largest and most popular of the State
structures. It ranked among the most
imposing in architectural design of all
the States and was the third in size.
The building was a reproduction of
the new Capitol at Harrisburg. Its
predominate features were the stately colonnades at either side and the
magnificently proportioned rotunda.
Pennsylvania’s colors of blue and
gold were used to decorate the interior. The statue of William Penn and
the state coat-of-arms were also
prominent. Mahogany furniture was
used in the large reception rooms for
men and women on the first floor and
in the administration offices. On one
side on the upper floor, was an audi-
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“The Pennsylvania building cost $96,145.64 and was visited by more than all the other state buildings together, due in large part to the presence of the Liberty Bell.” Gov. Samuel W. Pennypacker
with other parts of the country...Without this purchase we
never could have been much of a
nation.”
Pennypacker selected Pennsylvania Day to be on August 20,
which was the one-hundred and
tenth anniversary of Anthony
Wayne’s victory at Fallen Timbers. He stated, “This would
force the attention to the fact that
it was Wayne who won for us the
whole Middle West...The Pennsylvania building cost $96,145.64
and was visited by more than all
the other state buildings together,
due in large part to the presence
of the Liberty Bell.” In the evening, Governor and Mrs. Pennypacker hosted a reception attended by the President of the
World’s Fair.
The North American, used the
World’s Fair and Pennsylvania’s
participation to suggest that
“unparalleled fraud” and “graft”
had taken place, and as an example, there was no Pennsylva-

nia tobacco used in the agricultural exhibit, which was untrue. Pennypacker’s response stated,
“Indignant at the baseness of the
scheme and the way in which it
was carried out, I did what I could
at the moment and telegraphed to
the Ledger branding the publication as a malicious falsehood, intended to harm the state. There is
an honor among the members of
this fraternity, as in another,
which bands them together, and
the Ledger suppressed the dispatch and endeavored to excuse
the North American.”
On the night of December 1, seven months after the Fair opened
its gates, a crowd of 100,000
gathered for the closing ceremonies. At midnight, the great floral
clock chimed twelve times and
David R. Francis, the President of
the Fair, pressed an electric button that extinguished the millions
of lights that had enchanted visitors from around the world. According to the St. Louis Palladian,
”The great White city, lapsed into
shadows and silence.”

Above: In the Rotunda Pennsylvania Pavilion. Source: Pennsylvania
at the World’s Fair St. Louis, 1904

The Liberty Bell:
The Centerpiece of the
Pennsylvania Exhibit
“The Liberty Bell was removed from Independence Hall on June 3, 1904, and
escorted by an impressive military pageant to a special train car designed for
the Bell's relocation, the longest trip that
the Liberty Bell had made to date…”
“On June 8, the day the Bell arrived in St.
Louis, where the Mayor of St. Louis officially declared it “Liberty Bell Day.”
Among hordes of people, the Liberty Bell
was taken to the fairgrounds on a float
decorated with flags and banners and
pulled by 13 gray draft horses, which
symbolized the 13 original states. The
lead gray horse bore a large blue ribbon
containing the word, “Pennsylvania.””

Famed Film Centers on the St. Louis World’s Fair & Glimpses Life in the Early 1900’s
The backdrop for the film, “Meet Me in St. Louis,” was St. Louis, Missouri in the year leading up to the 1904
World’s Fair. The film was a 1944 musical which took place in the summer of 1903, starring Judy Garland. Divided into a series of seasonal vignettes, starting with the summer 1903, it told the story of a year in the life of the
Smith family, who lived in St. Louis and leading up to the opening of the St. Louis World’s Fair in the spring of
1904. One of several outstanding songs sung by Judy Garland was, “Meet me in St. Louis.” A key stanza follows:
“Meet me in St. Louis, Louis,
Meet me at the fair
Don’t tell me the lights are shining any place but there,
We will dance the Hoochee Koochee,
I will be your tootsie wootsie,
If you will meet in St. Louis, Louis
"Meet me at the fair."
Mr. Smith announced that he had taken a new job in New York City, which meant that the family would be moving. The movie explored the upset that this decision caused. Finally, Mr. Smith decided not to move the family
East and on April 30, 1904, the family took two horse-drawn buggies to the World’s Fair. The film ended that
night with the entire family overlooking the Grand Lagoon at the center of the World’s Fair just as thousands of
lights illuminated the grand pavilions.
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Free Outdoor Summer Performances
Bring a blanket or chair to sit on and enjoy summer performances at historic Pennypacker Mills.
Sponsored by the Friends of Pennypacker Mills.

Sat., July 17th
7 pm

Sat., August 14th
4 pm

John Wanamaker,
Merchant

Colonial Frolic

“Meet me at the Eagle,” was a frequent
suggestion for Philadelphians over the years. The statue was impressive and so was the store named for its
founder, John Wanamaker. Bob Gleason’s
Wanamaker gives us the story of a businessman who provided variety and fun for his customers. Wanamaker was civic-minded and
charitable. He fostered a progressive relationship with his employees and housed the biggest
organ in the world (built for the St. Louis Centennial Exposition).

Hear Stacy Roth & Bob
Dupre present their favorite rhymes, riddles,
rounds, and ditties from
the 17th to early 19th
centuries. In addition to vocals, selected
songs are accompanied with guitar, fife, penny whistle, drum, and limberjack. Lots of audience participation for kids, their parents, and
their grandparents! Join in answering riddles,
singing and clapping along, jigging in place,
and learning Continental soldier facing movements to the drum, etc.

Celebrating
Bevan Aubrey Pennypacker’s Birthday
Born July 29, 1881

Above: Picture of Bevan Pennypacker with
his son, Sam II, circa 1915-1920. Archives
at Pennypacker Mills.

Bevan, or as his family called him, “Aubrey,” was the youngest son of
Samuel and Virginia Pennypacker. Aubrey would develop many of the
same interests as his father. He joined historical organizations, he graduated from the University of Pennsylvania with a law degree, he took
charge of the farming decisions at Pennypacker Mills with the passing
of his father in 1916, and he valued all the family memorabilia that Samuel had collected.

Bevan was also the only child who married. In 1907 he married Katherine Stackhouse. In 1910, he became
the father of Samuel W. Pennypacker II, known as Sam II, the only grandchild of Samuel & Virginia. With the
untimely death of Katherine in 1933, Aubrey later married Mary R. Ferguson in 1935.

We celebrate what would have been Bevan’s 140th birthday.
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The 1904 World’s Fair:
A Turning Point for
American Food
Above: Crowd on the east end of the Pike.
Source: Library of Congress Prints & Photographs Division, Washington, DC.

While many new foods became popular and mainstream
after appearing at the St. Louis
World’s Fair, there are not too
many examples of foods that
were invented from scratch on
the fairgrounds. Many visitors
came to the fair for the entertainment, culture, and architecture, but most people left
with a list of their new favorite
foods. American foods were
undergoing a radical transformation. A legacy of the fair is
that, for a brief few months in
a single place, it captured an
entire culture of eating that
was being remade for the
modern world.
America’s rising global ambition was reflected in the milelong Pike lined on both sides
with cafes, amusements, and
the food concessions where
so many treats were alleged to
have been created. In addition
to typical American foods, visitors could dine at any one of
30 upscale restaurants, including the Chinese Village, the
Streets of Cairo, the Irish Village, and the grand Tyrolean
Restaurant, which sat 3,000

customers surrounded by replicas of the Alps.
America was rapidly urbanizing and by 1900, more than
40% of the population was living in urban areas, by 1920,
that number increased to 50%.
Fewer and fewer Americans
were working on farms, but
thanks to improved machinery,
new plant breeds, and efficient
growing techniques, farms
were producing far more food
than ever before.
One could see those new farm
products on display at the Palace of Agriculture, which was
the largest structure on the fair
grounds. Two acres of space
were devoted to cereals, tubers, coffee, tea, meat, eggs,
spices, beer, whiskey, and
“everything else used as food
or drink by mankind.” Governor Pennypacker showed
crops from his farm at the Fair.
Borden Company temporarily
operated the largest condensed-milk factory in the
world.
The elimination of the concept

of seasonality and the availability of exotic foods was under
way, and the once-local trade
of fruits and vegetables was
becoming national and even
international in reach. California and Florida were becoming
the great garden for all of
America. Their produce was
distributed by the newly completed national railroad system
in new refrigerator cars. The
California delegation displayed
"pyramids of oranges, stacks
of lemons, and tables laden
with apples." They also introduced the kumquat, a small
fruit that fairgoers found easy
to slip from the trees and
sneak into their pockets as a
souvenir.
Many food products that we
associate with the World’s
Fair, actually were invented
earlier, but thanks to their popularity at the Fair, they were
big successes. Here are a few:
Dr. Pepper—This soft drink
made it’s national debut at the
St. Louis World’s Fair, but it
was actually developed in
1885 by a drug store pharmaAmerican Food, continued on Pg. 6
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American Food, continued from Pg. 5

cist from Texas, named Charles
Alderton. Originally sold locally,
it became the hit of the Word’s
Fair when customers tried to
guess the 23 flavors in the formula.
Hamburger—This food was actually created much earlier, but
was made popular at the St.
Louis World’s Fair. The publicity
of the hamburger at the Fair
helped it to gain a following of
fans. One reason it was so popular was its portability.
Peanut Butter—Marcellus Gilmore Edison of Quebec patented the process of making sweetened peanut paste. At the St.
Louis World’s Fair, an area businessman named George Bayle
started selling peanut butter as
a snack food item. Its popularity
increased when Bayle began
selling peanut butter at the Fair.
Visitors loved the unusual flavorful spread.
Ice Cream Cone—It is believed
that a vendor named Armold
Fornachou was selling scoops
of ice cream at the Fair, when
he ran out of disposable paper
cups to serve it in. Not wanting
to close his business while there
were so many customers, he
bought waffles that were being
sold nearby and rolled them into
a cone and added scoops of ice
cream. Customers loved the
cool treat and its portability too.
Iced Tea—The history of iced
tea began with serving hot tea,
but at the World’s Fair, customers wanted a drink that would
cool them off. Vendor Richard
Blechynden took note and

Above: Children and their mother enjoy
ice cream at the St. Louis World’s Fair.
Source: Missouri History Museum.

poured his hot tea over ice and
offered it as iced tea.
Fairy Floss—In 1897, Nashville dentist William J. Morrison
and his colleague, confectioner
John C. Wharton, came to the
St. Louis Fair with a machine
they designed to convert ordinary granulated sugar into
“finely attenuated threads.”
They charged 25 cents for a
box of their “fairy floss,” as it
was then known as. Morrison
and Wharton sold over 65,000
boxes, even though that
amount of money was half the
price of admission to the fair. In
today’s money, that would be
over a half-million dollars! The
name, “cotton candy,” came
from a dentist named Josef
Lascaux, who in the 1920’s set
out to make the cotton candy
machine better, but failed. He
patented the name “cotton candy.” He thought that the treat
looked like the cotton grown in
Louisiana, the state he resided
in. Cotton candy is almost 70%
air, so it makes sense that Lascaux coined the treat after cotton.

Puffed Rice—Researcher Alexander Anderson - an assistant
botany professor, discovered
how to "pop" starchy foods by
exploding whole grain kernels
under high pressure and steam.
The U.S. Patent Office gave Anderson a patent for this process
and on April 28, 1902, Anderson
developed the first steaminjected drum, which came to be
known as the "puffing cannon."
Alexander created puffed rice,
which actually debuted at the
World's Fair, at a concession
stand in the Palace of Machinery. The Anderson Puffed Rice
Company, now a subsidiary of
the Quaker Oats Company, marketed puffed rice as a
snack food, then later as a
breakfast cereal.
The Fruit Icicle—This product
was introduced to the public at
the World’s Fair by The National
Ice Cartridge and Novelty Company, which had three booths at
the Fair. The fruit icicle was the
precursor to the popsicle. The
product was simply fruit juices
frozen into a collapsible tube.
Bottled Water—Bottled water
wasn't an invention but a necessity at the Fair. Water for consumption and cooking from the
unclean Mississippi River was
not an option. Filtered water was
piped into exhibit halls and concessions for 12 cents per thousand gallons and was paid for by
the Louisiana Purchase Exposition Co. Free bottled water could
be obtained at the water-bottling
exhibits and purification displays
at the Palaces of Agriculture and
Manufactures.
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In the mid-19th century, upper
middle class and upper class
women held at-home teas. Each
lady chose a day of the week to
hold their at-home hours. They
would send announcements to
their friends, relatives and acquaintances. Unless regrets were
sent, it was assumed that these
guests would attend. Once a specific day of the week was chosen,
the lady of the house would stay at
home all day to receive visitors.
Tea, cakes and finger sandwiches
were served. There was at least
one person holding an at-home
day on any given day, and most
women saw each other almost
every day at different houses.
These teas created the social fabric of the community whereby
friendships were solidified.
The hostess would announce
when tea was served and take a
seat at one end of the table to
pour tea for her guests. The hostess would add the sugar and milk
or lemon to the tea per her guest’s
request.
Everything about the tea signaled
an important message. Tea and
sugar were more affordable in the
1800’s, but they also represented
wealth and were controlled by the
hostess. The hostess would lock
tea caddies and keep the only key.
It wasn’t until the late nineteenth
century with the introduction of
cheaper tea that this changed. The
upper classes, who were wealthy
enough to hire servants, had them
pour tea, while guests added their
own sugar, cream or lemon. By
allowing guests to dispense their
own cream and sugar, they were

demonstrating their wealth and
ability to buy as much tea, sugar,
and cream as they wished.
Associated with tea were a variety
of inventions that proliferated during this time. New tea traditions
and occasions began to develop in
America as tea’s popularity grew.
Originally, tea bags were handmade, hand-stitched muslin or silk
bags. Patents for tea bags existed
by 1903, however, it was tea merchant Thomas Sullivan, a New
Yorker, who it is believed created
the first commercially successful
tea bag concept. He made the
pouches to send samples of tea to
commercial customers and they
were an instant success.
However, seven years earlier,
Roberta C. Lawson and Mary Molaren of Milwaukee filed for a patent for a “tea leaf holder” that also
resembled what we use today. “By
this means,” they wrote, “only so
much of tea-leaves is used as is
required for the single cup of tea,”
making less waste. As they detailed in their application, the bag
needed to hold the tea leaves together so that they didn’t float into
the drinker’s mouth, but not so
tightly that the water could not circulate through them to be infused.
Their design used a stitched mesh
fabric. Thomas Sullivan would later switch from silk to gauze after
he saw that the weave of silk was
too fine for optimal infusing.
Women’s clubs, charities, suffragist groups, and alumni associations held teas in tea rooms and at
home, as meetings and fundraisers.

From the Good Housekeeping July
1903 issue, there was an article
entitled, “The Home Life of Governors - III — Governor Pennypacker of Pennsylvania,” By Emma
Walz. Both Samuel and his wife,
Virginia E. B. Pennypacker, were
interviewed about their early experiences as Governor and First Lady of Pennsylvania. Author Walz
wrote, “Mrs. Pennypacker, like her
husband, is most domestic in her
tastes and habits. Home is to her
the acme of happiness. She is not
fond of society and cares little for
the gayeties of the state capital in
which her Front Street neighbors
figure so prominently. She dislikes
ostentation and publicity and is
especially averse to having the
pictures of herself and children in
the public prints. She understands,
however, her position as wife of
the governor of a great state, so
with that rare tact which distinguishes her, she assumes the role
she is expected to play as first lady of the commonwealth. Tuesday
is her day for receiving and the “at
homes” are pronounced “most
charming. An entertaining hostess,
a brilliant conversationalist, well
read and interested in the leading
questions of the day, she has
readily won the hearts of the few
who have come to know her since
her brief residence in Harrisburg.”
During the first year that Virginia
Pennypacker served as First Lady
of Pennsylvania, she kept a journal of her life in Harrisburg. Called
a Journal of Harrisburg Life, Virginia wrote of her first days hosting
guests and attending social teas.
On January 27 (1903), she wrote,
“The afternoon was quite eventful
Teatime, Cont. on Pg. 8.
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Above: World’s Fair, St. Louis, 1904. Celebrating the Centennial of Acquisition of Louisiana Territory. Source: Washington University in St. Louis. University Archives.
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it being our first reception day.
Many guests called and another
fortunate circumstance, they all
seemed to know each other and
to have a good time. How we are
ever going to know all these ladies and call them by their proper
names I do not know but it will all
come right I suppose if we have
our wits about us. Certainly we
felt that our first afternoon was a
success.”
On March 31, Virginia wrote,
“The last day of March was very
like a spring lamb. In fact the
whole month was very mild and
the warmest in fourteen years.
Did not go out, fearing I might

have some callers, as it seems to
be generally understood that
Tuesday is our receiving day.”
The social etiquette of the day
was that the lady hosting the tea
would invite who she wished. On
April 1, Virginia wrote, “Early in
the afternoon Mrs. Rahter called
with a young lady by the unusual
name of Smith for the purpose of
having her invited to our reception. Mrs. R. in rather a forward
manner asked permission to
bring a few lady friends to the reception, taking it for granted that
she herself had not been invited
because of an oversight. It was
not my intention to ask this woman and I am not quite certain that
I will send her an invitation. I will

let her wait
a little
while at
any rate.”

What is
your day
to receive guests? This oldfashioned tradition brought
friends together on a regular basis, which knitted the community
in ways we do not see today.
Perhaps a cup of tea and a selection of sweets would do us all
good!

