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Welcome to Pennypacker Mills! To ensure the safety of visitors, staff and site, there are a few new guidelines which need
to be adhered to. On the grounds, masks should be worn and household contact groups should practice social distancing. For tours of the Pennypacker mansion, reservations should be made in advance.
Call 610-287-9349 or email PennypackerMills@montcopa.org. Scheduled tours must be confirmed by a staff member
prior to the tour. Tours are limited to no more than 10 people per household contact group. Masks must be worn.

The 1925 Pennypacker
Family Reunion at
Pennypacker Mills.
May

Sat., May 22nd
Americana Music with
Tom Jolin
4 pm

June

Fri., June 18
Juneteenth - Closed
The lives of the next generation
of Pennypackers is not often
talked about here at Pennypacker Mills. However, a book
entitled “A Genealogical Biography of Pennypacker Relatives,” written by James Anderson Pennypacker (his father
was James Lane Pennypacker), offers an opportunity to

learn more about these important members of the family.
Unless quoted specifically, all
other text is from James Anderson Pennypacker. The
cousins had the benefit of an
education and the ability to
follow their interests wherever
it took them. The four groups

Sat., June 26th
Meet Alice Paul, Suffragette
Performance
7 pm
———
Guided Tours & Exhibit
Tues-Sat: 10 am to 4 pm
Sun: 1 to 4 pm
Call 610-287-9349 to book a
reservation

The Next Generation cont. on Pg. 2

Letterhead: Escutcheon plate, featuring a bee hive, on second floor dresser at Pennypacker Mills
Friend Us on FACEBOOK

https://www.montcopa.org/pennypackermills

T: 610-287-9349
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The Next Generation cont. from Pg. 1.

Bevan, known as
“Aubrey,” graduated
from William Penn
Charter School and the
University of Pennsylvania, where he received a law degree,
like his father. “It was
not his nature to be aggressive. His spirit was
kind. He was sympathetic and patient. He
gave the impression to
his clients (at the law
firm of Morgan, Lewis,
Above: The Brothers Left to right:, Isaac, Henry, Samuel and Bockius of Phila& James Pennypacker, circa 1910-1915.
delphia) that his work
would be thorough and
he was a man of solid integriparties for cousins at ChristSamuel W. Pennypacker:
ty. Aubrey’s dedication to the
mas time and also into the
Josephine was remembered
preservation of Pennypacker’s
happy meetings which we all
for her keen mind and affecMills remained throughout his
enjoyed together at the Mills
tionate nature. She graduated
life.” He married and had a
and
again
tonight,
uniting
us
from Friends Central School.
son.
according
to
Father’s
(Samuel
An accomplished artist and
Pennypacker) wish and hope
musician, she received private
Sons Dirck Koster and Samuel
and work in family fellowship.”
art and music lessons. She
Richardson both died in inShe
never
married.
was institutionalized for menfancy.
tal/emotional problems, but
Anna Maria also graduated
eventually lived with her sister,
Henry C. Pennypacker:
from Friends Central School
Lida. She never married.
Joseph Rusling Whitaker,
and Bryn Mawr, and pursued a
nicknamed “Whitaker,” an only
degree as a registered nurse.
Eliza, called “Lida” by her
child, grew up at Moore Hall
“Anna was always concerned
relatives and friends, also
and while he learned many of
for the underdog, the ill, and
graduated from Friends Centhe chores on the farm, he
the
needy.
She
became
a
tral School, as well as Bryn
was not considered a discichampion for women’s rights
Mawr College. She had a caplined farm hand. At family reand votes for women. She was
reer in occupational therapy,
unions at Pennypacker Mills,
an
organizer
of
college
women
working in homes and hospihe was a “great deal of fun”,
for
civil
rights,
prison
reform,
tals. She is remembered espeaccording to author James Anpublic health drives, clean wacially at “family parties (where)
derson Pennypacker. “He was
ters and legal defense for the
she was always ready to recite
good at throwing a ball and at
poor.”
Anna
and
Lida
enterfor us.” She wrote a document
batting. He could handle a
tained
their
cousins
when
they
entitled, “Memories and Porbasket ball or a medicine ball
spent time at the Mills in the
traits” in 1926, where she remwell. He was a great jumper in
summertime. “They organized
inisced about family members
the hayloft in the barn. In
walks
around
the
farm,
visits
past and present and recalled
short he was ready and able
to
the
barn,
swimming
parties
sentimental stories about
for anything I wanted to do. “
in the Perkiomen, or canoe
many of them. The last senparties, and they served their
tence stated, “However, these
“Whitaker did not enjoy school
guests on the porch with daingatherings also took place on
and became something of a
ties
and
light
refreshments.”
Grandma’s birthday and with
school problem. To help
She never married.
attendance much increased
straighten him out, his parents
flowered out, branching into
of cousins (children of
Samuel W., Henry C.,
Isaac R., and James
L.) shared common
interests. We also see
a strong connectedness between these
cousins as they strive
to retain that family
closeness that their
fathers had. Many of
the girls gathered at
the New Jersey shore
for summertime fun
and at Pennypacker
Mills for family reunions, and it continues!
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sent him to the Wenonah Military Academy in New Jersey.”
Whitaker and his wife, Florence, and their children attended a number of the family
reunions at Pennypacker’s
Mills.
Isaac Pennypacker:
Their children were raised to
appreciate their educations
and excel at a variety of fields
including music, athletics, and
to value country life.
Isaac Anderson as an adult
owned his own farm. He graduated from the University of
Pennsylvania with a law degree. He roomed with his
cousin Bevan Aubrey Pennypacker. In a letter from Aubrey: “Isaac and I roomed together in college. His personality attracted many people
and we were always pretty
close together in our general
points of view.” A warmhearted person, he was one of
the most popular among his
relatives. After a family gathering at the home of his Haddonfield relatives, where his
cousin Lida shared her remarks entitled, “Memories and
Portraits,” he quietly had the
document printed and gave
each family member a copy for
the next Christmas. He married and had children.
Nathaniel Ramsay enjoyed
life on the farm and was an
avid horse rider who rode with
his father to the battlefields in
Pennsylvania, Maryland and
Virginia. “He was fond of outdoor life principally because of
his sense of fun, gentlemanly
instincts and natural courage,
he was a favorite with his sisters,” according to James An-

derson. He received his education at Lehigh University as
an engineer of mines. After a
short, but successful career,
he died after a trip to the wilds
of Ontario where he developed
pneumonia at age 29.
Charlotte studied piano and
organ for many years and
made it her professional career. She played in many
churches and worked with various choirs. “I can’t get enthusiastic about Shubert’s ‘Ave
Maria,’ and wish I had a dollar
for all the times I have played
it at weddings since 1932. A
bride feels that she is not married unless the two wedding
marches and the ‘Ave Maria’
are played. I like ‘Yankee Doodle’ better!” She never married.
Julia Elizabeth graduated
from Vassar College, where
she studied piano and was an
excellent student. She worked
for Carson College for Orphan
Girls where she oversaw a
cottage with over a dozen
girls. She also worked at a
child guidance clinic, and as a
social worker. Charlotte wrote,
“I love to write about Julia who
outshone all the rest of us.
She was assistant and Private
Secretary to Miss Elsa Euland,
president of Carson College
for Orphan Girls in the State of
Pennsylvania.” She never
married.
Mary Ramsay was nicknamed
“Polly” by her family. After
growing up in Haddonfield, NJ,
she accompanied her parents
to Saranac Lake where they
stayed while caring for their
sick son, Nathaniel Ramsay,
until he died. It was here that
Polly enjoyed mountain hikes

and tennis, which she excelled
in. As a favorite relative, her
aunt Mary Lee invited her every summer to her Cool Spring
Farm in Maryland. There she
rode horses and enjoyed farm
activities. “Polly in her early
twenties was a very pretty girl,
full of animation and energy,
fond of the out-of-doors and
blessed with an attractive outgoing personality. She was by
nature a very sociable person,
and an easy mixer. She loved
fun, was generally merry and
could hold her own in quick
repartee.” She married and
had 5 children.
Maria Whitaker was a talented girl who studied history,
Latin and mathematics. She
loved to read; became an accomplished dancer and was a
soprano. She could play piano
by sight, played golf and won
tournaments. She married and
had 4 children.
After a private education at
various schools studying academics, Grace Adams studied
violin at the Philadelphia Conservatory of Music. She then
played solos in churches and
taught violin herself. She was
an athlete walking on stilts and
played a good game of tennis,
where she won several tournaments. She was also an accomplished figure skater who
took trips to Vermont and Lake
Mohawk. She never married.
Edward Lane & Joseph, twin
sons died shortly after birth.
James L. Pennypacker:
Joseph Whitaker described
his life in brief, but concise
terms. He wrote the following
statement about himself: “My
Life is for itself and not for a
The Next Generation cont. on Pg. 4.
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About Lida: She is remembered especially at “family parties (where) she was always
ready to recite for us.” - James Anderson Pennypacker, 1974.
an ideal setting in New Jersey.
Anna Margaret attended
spectacle” –Emerson. After
A combination of open space,
Smith College, with a full
schooling in Philadelphia, he
access to equipment from
scholarship. She taught Enggraduated from Haverford Colwhich to enjoy their pond, to
lish in high school for a year
lege. He played cricket and
take a ride, and also helping
and
received
a
Master’s
Dewas a top bowler. He graduatthe family with gardens and
gree in Education. She contined from Harvard and became
maintenance all became his
ued to teach English in several
an English instructor. He and
interests. A natural competitor,
schools. “She was musical,
his wife had four children. His
he rose in the ranks of tennis
entertaining
and
a
good
danclast position was as an English
locally. He also played cello
er,” according to her twin
teacher at Central High School
and performed in the high
brother James Anderson. “Ann
in Philadelphia. He loved to
school orchestra. He loved to
was a very attractive girl. She
garden in retirement and wrote
fish, swim, sail, bee keeping,
was
small
in
size,
ever
active,
poetry. James Anderson Penand tennis. After graduating
nypacker wrote, “All the chilfrom M.I.T. he pursued a
dren of Joseph Whitaker
career in the field of ship
Pennypacker have been
building. He was also Vice
trained by him to sing differ-President of Bethlehem
ent parts. When this large
Steel Company. He margroup of singers assembles
ried and had three chilat family gatherings there is
dren.
invariably part singing without accompaniment. The
Family Gatherings:
clear true voices of the
Throughout the years, the
younger members grow
Pennypacker family met
stronger with time as the
sometimes informally in
maturing voices of the
the summer at the New
adults grow weaker and
Jersey shore and other
lose their former power.
times at “official” family
Above:
1890
Family
Reunion.
Source:
Archives
Nevertheless, to me, this
at
Pennypacker
Mills.
reunions. Traditions were
type of family singing has
followed and as the cousever been inspiring.” He
ins
grew
and had their own
willful,
capable,
a
‘Tomboy’
married and had 4 children.
families, one can see that cerwhen very young, and would
tain traditions were continued.
fight any boy her size.” She
With two younger brothers,
The family had a reunion in
married and had 3 children.
Grace Coolidge “learned earOctober 1877 at Pennypacker
ly to run well, to skate well, to
Mills celebrating the descendJames Anderson was Anna’s
play tennis well and to take
ants of Hendrick and Eve
twin. When they were six
her own part.” She also played
Pannebecker. Galusha Pennymonths old, cousin Lida saw a
piano well. According to her
packer was the Master of Cerphotograph of them and wrote
brother Joe, she became a
emonies and invitations were
to her sister Josephine, “Aunt
person of “quiet dignity with
sent to relatives throughout
Grace sent us the cutest phofun often breaking through.”
the country. Over twelve huntograph of the little twin baShe passed away as a young
dred family members arrived
bies, ‘Hans Pete’ and Anna
person.
to celebrate. Due to rainy
Margaret. ‘Hans’ is a stolid litweather, the reunion took
tle round Pennsylvania DutchSon Edward Lane died at age
place in the town hall.
man,
and
Anna
is
a
sweet
little
10 from an epidemic of diphNew England lady, quick and
theria.
In 1890, a Thanksgiving Day
attractive.” He was raised in
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down to the shore and lay on
the sand and I read her the
Vassar Catalogue all through;
and we built many castles in
the air with reference to it.”

Above: Pennypacker Family Reunion at Pennypacker Mills (front
porch), circa 1935. Source: Archives at Pennypacker Mills.

Reunion of the descendants of
Joseph and Grace Adams
Whitaker took place at Mont
Clare. Fifty-six relatives were
present at the dinner.
In the 1890’s, it was the custom for young ladies to be in
the company of friends or relatives when they were away
from home. The Pennypacker
daughters all mentioned in
their letters home of the various relatives and friends who
accompanied them on their
trips to the New Jersey Shore.
Josephine wrote her grandmother, “Mother and I have
been spending this week in
Atlantic City and have been

quite busy since we came
down on Saturday. Miss Kate
and her sister and her husband were down for a day or
two and made it quite lively.”
From Mount Holly, NJ Josephine wrote: “Cousin Grace
and Evelyn came up and Aunt
Lib invited me to tea. Evelyn is
going to stay until Friday,
which is quite an unexpected
pleasure.”
In a letter dated 1892 from
Sea Side Park, NJ, Anna
wrote, “The bathing too, they
say is splendid. There were
some people in today but not
many women and we forlorn.
Ken (a girlfriend) and I went

In 1925, there was a family
picnic at Pennypacker Mills
where many of the cousins
and their children attended.
(See front page photograph.)
In 1926, cousin Joseph Pennypacker and his wife gave a
family dinner at their home in
Haddonfield, NJ to celebrate
the seventy-fourth birthday anniversary of Isaac Rusling
Pennypacker and the seventyfirst birthday anniversary of
James Lane Pennypacker.
In 1935, another reunion was
held at the Mills for which the
youngest members of the family stood in height order for a
picture on the mansion porch.
On May 10, 1939, Aubrey and
his second wife, Mary issued
invitations for “A Trek to Pennypacker’s Mills, Schwenksville, Pennsylvania. The Reunion will be in the form of an
old-fashioned day in the country with Assembly at 10:30 and
Dinner will be served at 2:30
P.M., Daylight Saving Time.
The enclosed program shows
The Next Generation cont. on Pg. 6.

The Pennypacker Mills historic site is fortunate to hold many images, letters, family
documents, artifacts and publications within its collection. These are available to
the family and general public. The “cousins” were the next generation of family
members who kept the strong bonds together as time moved on. We are all fortunate that these cousins as well as their ancestors valued American and Pennsylvania history, genealogy, and time spent together.
To see images in our collection, go to our website: https://www.montcopa.org/
pennypackermills and click on Collections of Pennypacker Mills. You can always
make an appointment to view any images or documents in our collection in person.
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The Next Generation cont. from Pg. 5.

that we are trying to make the
day a festival of past, present
and future.” There was the
family photograph on the mansion porch, the lineup for the
march where the “Pennypacker
Reunion March” was played by
cousin Charlotte. There was a
“word as to Dr. Isaac A. Pennypacker and Anna M. Whitaker,
talk about the four Pennypacker brothers covering their youth
from family letters and their
maturity from their writings.”
“Cousinly anecdotes of Isaac’s
generation” covering such topics as: “Did you have a good
time when you visited Moore
Hall?” “Uncle Isaac’s at Mount
Holly?” “The Haddonfieldites?”
and “Harrisburg.”
“Aubrey and his wife Mary had
gone to considerable trouble to
prepare for the party and their
efforts were well rewarded because the day was glorious,
the attendance was large and
distinctly “clannish,” the pro-

gram afforded interest to all
present and, as in former reunions, some of the relatives
arrived early and a small number stayed late for a light supper of soft drinks, coffee and
sandwiches on the porch, as
the evening shadows lingered
over the meadow.”
On June 11, 1949 there was
another family gathering at the
Mills. James Anderson also
mentioned, “For this occasion
I had written a song with nine
verses called “Pennypacker’s
Mills,” which we all sang while
my son, Jim, carried the air on
his flute.”
“On this occasion, which was
my fiftieth birthday, my unpredictable brother, Joe, suddenly waxed eloquent and made
some rather lucid and pointed
remarks to the effect that it
was appropriate for his brother, “Peter” Pennypacker to be
celebrating his fiftieth birthday
at Pennypacker’s Mills, as his

old-time relative, old Peter
Pennypacker, second son of
Hendrick, our first forebear in
Pennsylvania, had purchased
the Mill tracts in 1747, so present-day Peter was in fact and
in name carrying along the
family tradition.”
On July 13, 1999, The
Pfannebecker-Umstat Reunion took place at Pennypacker
Mills. A variety of speakers
spoke about family members,
genealogy, and the descendants as well.
On July 6, 2019, a large family
reunion was held at Pennypacker Mills, hosted by the
Pannebakker Familie Association. Three hundred twenty
family members from around
the world attended. Organized
by the family itself, with the
help of the staff at the site, activities and local trips for the
whole family were offered, as
well as tours and a family genealogy exhibit in the Galleries.

Looking for a fun, outdoor experience? Come to Pennypacker Mills
and pick up a Treasure Hunt brochure and walk around the meadow
reading signs and enjoying the natural landscape. You’ll enjoy the
wildflowers, birds and butterflies, and find out more about the history of
this historic treasure.
Brochures are available in the kiosk adjacent to the main parking lot.
Discover how Thomas Meehan, a noted landscape architect, selected
an English Natural Style plan and used primarily native trees. Find out
about the Revolutionary War encampment that took place at the Mills
in 1777. Finally, read about the pollinators who inhabit the meadow.
It’s easy, fun, active, educational, and free...all in one experience!
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Bring a blanket or chair to sit on, wear a mask, and social distance as
Pennypacker Mills offers summer performances on the lawn.
These FREE performances are sponsored by the
Friends of Pennypacker Mills.
Americana Music with Tom Jolin
Saturday, May 22nd at 4 pm

Playing traditional American music and mixing vocals with a variety of instruments, Thomas Jolin performs an interactive program for families with hammered dulcimer, banjo, button accordion, jug band
instruments, plus vocals and humor. Fun for the
whole family!

Alice Paul, Suffragette
Sat., June 26th at 7 pm
Meet Alice Paul, the author of the equal rights amendment
and the driving force behind women’s obtaining the right to
vote in 1920. Ms. Paul will describe her experiences as a
suffragette and bring home the importance of the cause that
guided her whole life.
Actress Alisa Dupuy will portray Alice Paul in this first person program. She began her business as a labor of love
that grew out of a desire to study history, wear the fashions
of different eras, and bring history to life in a lively and fun
way. This is a great program for the entire family!

Montgomery Board of Commissioners
Valerie Arkoosh, MD, MPH, Chair
Kenneth E. Lawrence, Jr. Vice Chair
Joseph C. Gale, Commissioner
Pennypacker Mills
5 Haldeman Road
Schwenksville, PA 19473

Above: Schwenksville, PA as seen from Pennypacker’s Mills
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“Greetings from Schwenksville!”
through January 30, 2022
The new exhibit, “Greetings from Schwenksville” features images from the collection of Pennypacker Mills,
showing Schwenksville and the surrounding area at the turn-of-the-twentieth century. The exhibit is included on all guided tours of the Pennypacker mansion.
To book a guided tour, call 610-287-9349 or email pennypackermills@montcopa.org in advance. All tours
must be confirmed by a staff member. Please wear a mask and social distance. Group tours are limited to
10 people maximum.
Hours: Tuesdays thru Saturdays: 10 am to 4 pm. Sundays: 1 to 4 pm. Closed on Mondays and County
holidays. Tours take approximately 1 hour and are free, with a suggested donation of $2/person.
Website: https://www.montcopa.org/pennypackermills

