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Letter From the District Attorney
Dear Montgomery County Residents,
Although this Annual Report is about the
accomplishments, initiatives and work of 2019, I
can’t ignore the fact that as this report is being
finalized and published to our website, our world is
changing. In early March, the international
pandemic was first detected in Montgomery County,
and we are still feeling the effects on our health,
economy, lives and criminal justice system.
And then George Floyd was killed in
Minneapolis, and the country and the world
responded. While I generally don’t comment on
criminal matters outside of our jurisdiction, I
recognize that people are hurting in our community
and throughout the nation. So our office wants it to
be known that we stand in solidarity with all who
wish to see justice served in Mr. Floyd's homicide
case. I also want to reiterate to all Montgomery
County residents that the prosecutors and detectives
in the District Attorney’s Office and our County
Detective Bureau believe in and live our oath to
uphold, obey and enforce the law without
consideration to a person’s race. Here in
Montgomery County, we are committed to serving
and protecting all residents and treating each
person with the fairness as well as the respect they
deserve. And as we have demonstrated throughout
my first term in office, be assured that we will
continue to fulfill our promise to hold accountable
those who abuse their authority.
Throughout the pandemic, protests and some
lawlessness that occurred in the last months, our
law enforcement community has been out on the
streets, answering 911 calls, keeping us all safe.
From Bryn Athyn to Upper Hanover, from Pottstown
to Lower Merion, and everywhere in between,
police officers and the Montgomery County
Detective Bureau have been on the job, as they
always are, looking out for all of us 24/7/365.

During the last few months, our office has also
been moving criminal matters forward. We have
had to get creative in terms of court proceedings,
but we have innovated and adapted to the situation
to keep the wheels of justice turning. That is exactly
what this office and our law enforcement
community in Montgomery County is all about:
seeking just solutions in criminal matters, keeping
in mind both the rights of the victims and the rights
of the defendants, while protecting the safety of all
of our communities and while upholding the law
without discrimination, bias or prejudice.
Turning to this 2019 Annual Report: within
these pages you’ll be able to read about our
Community Justice Units in Pottstown and
Norristown, alternative sentencing programs both
new and old, notable criminal cases from the past
year, information about our continued fight in the
opioid-heroin-fentanyl epidemic, how we are
tracking the purchases of illegal guns by felons and
other initiatives. There is also information on our
office’s units—Juvenile, Pre-Trials, Trials and
Appellate—and the expertise of the Montgomery
County Detective Bureau. There is much more in
our report to you, the residents of Montgomery
County.
Thank you for reelecting me for a second fouryear term. It is an honor to serve as your District
Attorney and stand in a courtroom as your
representative of the Commonwealth.
Be safe and well.
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Our County̶Our Mission

Montgomery County is the third largest county in the Commonwealth and one of the most vibrant,
beautiful and livable places in the state. The District Attorney’s Office, together with the Montgomery County
Detective Bureau and 50 police departments in the county, are responsible for the safety of all communities,
large and small, as well as the prosecution of criminal defendants.
The DA’s Office, led by District Attorney Kevin R. Steele, is comprised of 53 attorneys and 39 Montgomery
County Detectives who work hand-in-hand with county police departments to carry out our mission of seeking
justice and keeping our communities safe. We are dedicated to fairly and thoroughly investigating crime,
following the evidence where it leads and charging accordingly. We are also dedicated to victims, achieving
justice for victims and protecting their rights, while also protecting the rights of the defendants.
In his four years as District Attorney, DA Steele has been committed to evolving the office and trying new
approaches to better serve Montgomery County, taking a smart-on-crime approach that balances prosecuting
criminals while giving deserving defendants a second chance. He has been tough on drug traffickers; firearms
crimes, especially straw purchases and illegal firearms; and has shined a spotlight on domestic and relationship
violence. Steele also created two Community Justice Units in Pottstown and Norristown to work with leaders of
faith groups, community groups and businesses as well as police to come together to make a difference in
bringing down crime and fostering economic development and growth.
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2019 Quick Snapshot
2019 Criminal Cases Docketed: 8,575
Total Case Dispositions: 8,069
Historical Data on Case Dispositions
Five-Year Total Dispositions: 45,047
2019: 8,069
2018: 8,433
2017: 9,888
2016: 9,566
2015: 9,091
Trials Division Dispositions: 6,763
Trials to Verdict: 189
Overall Conviction Rate*: 97.8%
ARD Dispositions: 1,306
ARD Community Service Hours: 35,047
Probation/Parole Violations: 3,641
Summary Appeals: 1,531
Miscellaneous Court Matters Docketed: 2,887
Appellate Post-Judgment Success Rate: 91%
Appeals Dispositions: 163
PCRA Dispositions: 116
Habeas Corpus: 15
Juvenile Court Hearings: 3,203
Juvenile Adjudications: 506
*The overall conviction rate consists of trial convictions, guilty pleas and Section 17s as a percentage of Trials Divisions, less Rule
586/587 dismissals, Rule 561 withdrawals, ARD cases and cases Nol Prossed due to the defendants death or due to the transfer of
prosecution and juvenile adjudications.
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Meet the Oﬃce Leadership

KEVIN R. STEELE
District Attorney

Kevin Steele has been the District Attorney of
Montgomery County since 2016. Since then, he has
continued his nearly 30-year commitment as a
prosecutor to seeking justice—for victims, for
defendants and for the community. As District
Attorney, Steele has been smart but tough on crime
and has created and implemented innovative
programs that provide a second chance to deserving
offenders. Steele and his team of detectives,
prosecutors and staff have worked to proactively
attack crime in Montgomery County, especially
tackling the opioid-heroin-fentanyl crisis in multiple
ways as well as focusing on illegal firearms and
domestic and relationship violence. But at the same
time, the DA’s Office has continued to forward
efforts to reduce crime through education and
prevention.
“I’m raising a family in Montgomery County and
I know what a special place this is. I’m committed
to keeping our county the safe and beautiful place it
is,” said Steele. “We have a few areas that have
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some challenges, and we are working through our
Community Justice Units to reduce crime and uplift
the community.”
A true prosecutor, Steele thrives on trying cases
in court. In addition to his responsibilities as District
Attorney, he continues to prosecute cases. This year,
he prosecuted Commonwealth v. Kevin Stillman, an
illegal firearms case, and in the last few years he
was the lead prosecutor in the Commonwealth v.
William H. Cosby Jr., which resulted in a guilty
verdict for felony sexual assault charges and a 3 to
10 year sentence, and the former attorney general
of Pennsylvania Kathleen Kane, who was found
guilty and served time for perjury, obstruction of
justice and leaking Grand Jury information.
These three high-profile cases are among the
thousands that Steele has handled in his 28 years as
a prosecutor involving all types of charges:
homicide, drug trafficking, robberies, firearms
offenses, sexual assaults and many others. In 2019,
he was recognized for his trial advocacy by being
inducted into the prestigious American College of
Trial Lawyers. Also, this year Steele was honored
with the Pennsylvania Governor’s Victim Services
Pathfinder Award for his commitment to victims—
just two of Steele’s many notable awards.
Throughout his career, Steele has been
committed to community involvement. Steele is the
Board Vice President of Penn Wynne-Overbrook
Hills Fire Company as well as a board member of
the Baldwin School, Mission Kids Child Advocacy
Center and the Montgomery County Child Advocacy
Project. He served on the Penn State Board of
Trustees (2017–19), as the Penn State Alumni
Association President (2015–17), and on its Alumni
Council (2005–19). Steele is a longtime adjunct
faculty member at Cabrini University and the
Pennsylvania District Attorneys Institute. He
currently serves on the Pennsylvania District
Attorney’s Association Executive Board and is its
Legislative Chair.
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EDWARD F. McCANN, JR.

McCann spent 26 years in the Philadelphia District
Attorney’s Office, including serving as the First
Assistant from 2011 to 2015. There, he prosecuted
a number of noteworthy cases, including leading
the grand jury investigation into the death of
Danieal Kelly, a 14-year-old girl who died horribly
neglected in her home while supposedly being
monitored by the City’s Department of Human
Services. He obtained convictions of all nine
defendants charged.
McCann is committed to community service and
to children’s causes. He sits on the Pennsylvania
Attorney General’s Legal Advisory Board on Child
Abuse, which reviews child abuse and neglect cases,
and is on the Mission Kids Management Team.

First Assistant District Attorney
As First Assistant, Ed McCann oversees the dayto-day administration of the office, supervises the
legal staff and oversees the prosecution of
approximately 9,000 cases annually.
McCann is a seasoned prosecutor with a wealth
of experience. In 2019, he prosecuted five
corrections officers and two supervisors for
assaulting inmates in the Montgomery County
Correctional Facility and covering it up, obtaining
convictions from a jury on two of the defendants for
official oppression. This year, McCann prosecuted
Lisa Smith and Keiff King for first-degree murder in
the beating death of 4-year-old Tahjir Smith, which
began after the boy spilled his breakfast cereal.
These are just two of the significant cases
McCann has prosecuted since joining the
Montgomery County District Attorney’s Office,
coming in with DA Steele in 2016. Other notable
cases include Commonwealth v. Joshua Trunk for the
execution-style murder of his mother and her
boyfriend. He also successfully prosecuted multiple
members of two rival gangs who had been
terrorizing Pottstown with shooting and violence
before their arrests and convictions on a variety of
charges, ranging from drug dealing to attempted
murder.
Prior to joining the Montco DA’s Office,

Deputy District Attorneys
Samantha L.R. Cauﬀman
Chief, Pre-Trials Division

Robert M. Falin
Chief, Appellate Division

Sharon P. Giamporcaro
Chief, Juvenile Division

Jesse S. King
Chief of Staﬀ

Steven J. Latzer
Chief of Professional Standards

Thomas W. McGoldrick
Chief, Trials Division

Assistant Chiefs
Mark Antonaccio
Lauren I. Heron
Adrienne D. Jappe
Tonya Lupinacci
Brianna L. Ringwood

Unit Captains
Todd Barnes, Norristown Community Justice
Laura J. Bradbury, Firearms
Richard H. Bradbury, Pottstown Community Justice
Christopher E. Daniels, Economic Crimes
John N. Gradel, Major Crimes
Kelly S. Lloyd, Grand Jury
Alexandria T. MacMaster, Family Protection
Kathleen A. McLaughlin, Forfeiture
James E. Price, HIDTA Investigations
Samantha Thompson, Narcotics
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Montgomery County Detective Bureau
There exists a proud tradition of excellence
within the Montgomery County Detective Bureau.
The men and women of the Detective Bureau are
committed to seeking justice, being ever vigilant in
keeping Montgomery County safe and striving to be
the best law enforcement organization by
continually improving training and transforming
with ever-evolving technology.
The Detective Bureau is committed to serving
the needs of the law enforcement community,
working both hand-in-hand with police departments
on joint investigations and in a supporting role,
providing expertise in ballistics and firearms
analysis, video and computer forensics, crime-scene
mapping and cellphone analysis.
This work is done through the Detective Bureau’s
six units. Many investigations overlap and involve
more than one unit but following is a general
description and their areas of expertise.

FORENSIC SERVICES
The Forensics Services Unit has some of the
region’s most experienced experts in firearms,
ballistics and tool marks; crime scenes and evidence
collection; vehicle crash reconstruction, electronic
forensics, fingerprint examinations and other areas.
This unit’s expertise is utilized by not only Detective
Bureau cases but also by all police departments in
Montgomery County.

HOMICIDE UNIT
The Homicide Unit is responsible for all
homicide and suspicious death investigations in the
county, working in tandem with the local police
departments. In 2019, the unit investigated 104
deaths, of which 19 were homicides. Arrests were
made in every homicide case for a clearance rate of
100%. Since 2011, Montgomery County has solved
132 of 138 homicides, for a clearance rate of
95.65%. According to FBI statistics, the national
homicide clearance rate is about 62%.
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NARCOTICS ENFORCEMENT TEAM
The Narcotics Enforcement Team (NET) works
to rid Montgomery County of illegal drugs. The
team also investigates all drug overdose deaths as
potential homicides, and when evidence leads to
the drug dealer who provided the fatal drugs, Drug
Delivery Resulting in Death charges are filed.
Detectives oftentimes work undercover and with
confidential informants in executing controlled
purchases of illegal drugs.

MAJOR CRIMES UNIT
The Major Crimes Unit investigates all types of
serious crimes, including aggravated assault,
robbery, sexual assault, domestic violence and
Internet Crimes Against Children (ICAC) such as
child pornography, among others—handling more
than 900 cases in 2019. Detectives from this unit
also receive and handle ChildLine reports of
suspected child abuse, which numbered 2,550 in
2019.

SPECIAL SERVICES UNIT
The Special Services Unit is a specialized unit
that focuses their efforts on electronic surveillance,
audio and video forensics, analyzes information
and intelligence for ongoing investigations, assists
prosecutors with audio/video courtroom evidence
and handles all complaints/tips from concerned
citizens and other areas, handling approximately
800 cases a year.

VIOLENT CRIMES UNIT
The Violent Crimes Unit conducts long-term
investigations into gang-related activities, illegal
firearms purchases and trafficking, wiretap
investigations, partners on drug trafficking
investigations and arrests, as well as a wide-range
of other types of crime areas including serving arrest
warrants for dangerous criminals.

MONTGOMERY COUNTY DISTRICT ATTORNEYʼS OFFICE

SAMUEL J. GALLEN

Chief County Detective
Chief County Detective Samuel J. Gallen has led the
Montgomery County Detective Bureau since 2014, overseeing a
team of detectives, investigators and specialized support/
technical staff. Prior to being named chief, Gallen served as
Deputy Chief County Detective and commander of the
Homicide Unit from 2006 to 2014. The Chief has devoted his
entire professional career to law enforcement and public safety,
joining the Montgomery County Detective Bureau in 2002 after
having served 22 years with the Hatboro Police Department,
the last three as Chief of Police.

MARK A. BERNSTIEL
Deputy Chief Detective

Deputy Chief County Detective Mark A. Bernstiel has served
as the deputy chief since 2014. He began his career with the
District Attorney’s Office in 1985 as a Crime Scene Investigator.
Upon graduation from the police academy in 1987, Bernstiel
became a County Detective and was promoted to lieutenant in
2000, managing the bureau’s Special Investigations Unit and
overseeing public corruption, fraud and gang violence
investigations. Deputy Chief Bernstiel is the commanding
officer of the bureau’s organizational components, overseeing
operational activities and acting as the chief of staff for the
Detective Bureau.

UNIT COMMANDERS
Forensic Services
Lt. Richard Nilsen

Narcotics Enforcement
Lt. Paul Bradbury

Homicide
Lt. James McGowan

Special Services
Lt. Marc Azeff

Major Crimes
Lt. Christopher Kuklentz

Violent Crimes
Lt. Erick Echevarria
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On the Rise Again:
Opioid-Heroin-Fentanyl Epidemic

Sadly on the heels of 2018’s decrease in
overdose deaths, 2019 came roaring back with
dealers creating new and more toxic combinations
of heroin, fentanyl, methamphetamine, cocaine and
other drugs. Final 2019 overdose death numbers
show the overdose death toll has soared and set a
devastating new high of 251 people dying from
overdose—crushing the hope that we had turned a
corner in this epidemic.
But the fight goes on.
“This increase is not welcome news, and the
truth of the matter is that at 251 deaths or at 210,
that overdose death number is too high. Every one
of those deaths is someone’s loved one, friend or coworker who died too early,” said District Attorney
Steele. “We will continue to fight this scourge in
every way we can.”
Overdose deaths continue to be correlated with
the presence of fentanyl. Since fentanyl is 50 times
stronger than heroin, it takes very little to cause
someone to overdose and die. Fentanyl is still
causing the majority of overdose deaths in
Montgomery County—of the 251 deaths in 2019,
160 involved fentanyl, either alone or in conjunction
with other drugs. Part of the driving force of the
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emergence of fentanyl is that it’s cheap and it’s
potent. Fentanyl is a manufactured synthetic opioid,
which according to the DEA, is being illegally
produced primarily in China and Mexico.
Beyond fentanyl, increasing threefold have been
deaths due to methamphetamine, moving from
causing 13 deaths in 2018 to 38 in 2019. Cocaine is
also on the rise, present now in 52 of the overdose
deaths, up from 42.

DRUG-RELATED DEATHS
Total Overdose Deaths

250

249

Overdose Deaths Involving Fentanyl

200
150

251

245
210

177

100

166

152

160

2018

2019

108

50

35

2015

2016

2017
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SAVING LIVES EVERYWHERE
Overdose deaths spiked in 2016. The District
Attorney’s Office responded by using drug forfeiture
money—proceeds from the illegal sales of drugs seized
following the dealer’s arrest—to purchase naloxone
(brand name Narcan) for every police vehicle in
Montgomery County. Naloxone reverses the effects of
opioids— pills, heroin or fentanyl—and can revive
someone from an overdose if administered quickly
enough. EMTs and ambulances also carry naloxone;
however, research shows that police arrive to an
overdose call nearly four minutes faster, making it
imperative that they carry this life-saving drug.

PICKING UP PILLS
From senior centers to town hall meetings to
area grocery stores, this eye-catching car is part of
the effort to get the word out to residents to dispose
of expired or unused medicines. Launched in 2018,
the Pill Take Back Mobile MINI—the Pill Car for
short—visited 20 events throughout the county in
2019, including this Wegmans Food Market in
Upper Merion on Drug Take Back Day.
“As detectives drive to and from events, folks
take a look, smile and wave, and it’s a big hit with
kids,” said Steele. “But the important message is not
lost: get rid of unwanted medicines, and do it by
dropping them off at the Pill Car or a MedReturn
box at police departments.”

TAKE BACK DAY
The Montgomery County District Attorney’s Office
and the Police Chiefs Association coordinate two
annual Drug Take Back Days each year. In 2019,
15,988 pounds of unused or expired prescription and
over-the-counter drugs were collected and safely
destroyed. MedReturn boxes are available year-round
at nearly every police department, the county
courthouse and some medical facilities. A complete list
of locations is on the District Attorney’s website at
www.montcopa.org/da.

2019 ANNUAL REPORT

11

INVESTIGATING
DRUG OVERDOSE
DEATHS AS HOMICIDES

ARRESTING DRUG
TRAFFICKERS & DEALERS
The law enforcement community in
Montgomery County is focused on making a
difference in the epidemic by decreasing the supply
of illegal drugs in Montgomery County. By targeting
drug dealers and traffickers selling heroin, fentanyl,
opioid pills, crystal methamphetamine and other
illegal drugs, we are not only taking the drugs off
the streets, but we are also sending a strong
message to dealers that Montgomery County is not
the place to sell their drugs.
Drug dealers don’t recognize county borders, so
we conduct large-scale wiretap and undercover
investigations that involve the Montgomery County
Detective Bureau partnering with multiple police
departments, neighboring jurisdictions, state
partners like the Attorney General’s Office and
Pennsylvania State Police, and federal partners such
as the DEA, Liberty Mid-Atlantic HIDTA and
Homeland Security Investigations.
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During District Attorney Kevin Steele’s four
years in office, all overdose deaths have been
investigated as potential homicides under the
Commonwealth’s Drug Delivery Resulting in
Death (DDRD) criminal statute—a homicide
charge that is similar to Third-Degree Murder
and carries a maximum of 20 to 40 years in
prison. From 2017 through the end of 2019, a
total of 397 overdose deaths have been
investigated by the Montgomery County
Detective’s Narcotics Enforcement Team (NET)
and our partners in police departments
throughout Montgomery County. Oftentimes,
drug transactions are arranged by text, cell
phone or through social media apps like
Facebook Messenger, which provides a starting
point for investigating who sold the drug that
killed the overdose victim.
“When we can prove that someone sold the
poison that killed an overdose victim, we will
be charging Drug Delivery Resulting in Death,
and drug dealers need to know they will be on
the hook for murder,” said Steele.
During Steele’s term as District Attorney, 17
drug dealers have been charged with DDRD,
five with Involuntary Manslaughter and dozens
more with Possession With Intent to Distribute
(PWID), which is a felony charge for selling
illegal drugs.
“Dealers peddling their poison and preying
upon those suffering from the disease of
addiction should think twice about doing so in
Montgomery County,” said Steele. “Our law
enforcement community is committed to
stemming the tide of the pain, suffering,
addiction and death that those who traffic
poison are raining down on our county and
bringing into all of our lives.”

MONTGOMERY COUNTY DISTRICT ATTORNEYʼS OFFICE

Innovative Initiatives

NORRISTOWN & POTTSTOWN COMMUNITY JUSTICE UNITS
The Montgomery County District Attorney’s
Office founded its first Community Justice Unit in
Pottstown in 2016 based on the principle that a
District Attorney’s Office can do more than just
prosecute crimes. We can make a positive, proactive
difference by providing increased attention to
communities that need it. The goal of the Pottstown
Community Justice Unit continues to be to provide
an integrated prosecutorial effort that works to
prevent crime, systematically prosecutes violent and
repeat offenders, and ultimately improves the overall
quality of life through collaboration with the
Pottstown Police Department, government officials,
community leaders and other stakeholder groups.
Now nearly four years later, the results are
positive. While there is still crime in Pottstown, as in
any urban area, there is a more integrated approach
with prosecutors, police and specialized investigative
units working closely. The members of the
Community Justice Unit work on community projects
and are known to leaders and residents, establishing
a level of trust.
Additionally, economic development is following

on this success and is on the upswing in Pottstown.
A second Community Justice Unit was launched
in Norristown in late 2018 with a goal of working
collaboratively with the community, working with
the strong Norristown Police Department,
establishing ties to community groups in Norristown,
working with Norristown government officials and
other leaders. The Norristown Community Justice
Unit is led by Norristown’s own Assistant District
Attorney Todd Barnes along with ADAs Allison Ruth
and Bill Highland.
The unit handles or resolves the bulk of
Norristown’s criminal cases as the crime rate in
Norristown continues to decrease. In addition, the
three Assistant District Attorneys have established
an outstanding working relationship with the
Norristown Police and have become a presence in
area schools, promoting good citizenship among
young people. The Community Justice Unit is
building momentum in developing strong
relationships within the community and establishing
its reputation as a reliable partner as Norristown
continues to move forward.
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DISTRICT ATTORNEY SUES JUUL
Standing up for children and teens in our
community, District Attorney Steele filed a civil
complaint in November against vaping industry giant
JUUL, Inc. The DA took the unprecedented step to hold
the company responsible for its illegal, predatory
business practices aimed at turning innocent minors
into nicotine addicts. The civil complaint lays out how
JUUL violated Pennsylvania’s consumer protection law
with its false and misleading marketing campaign
designed to entice minors to vape. To remediate the
harm JUUL has caused, the lawsuit asks that JUUL
fund high-demand county addiction treatment services
and educational outreach programs aimed at teens.

TEXT CRIME TIPS
The old adage “See something, say something”
has never been easier since Montgomery County
launched its anonymous crime tips app. Through
MontcoCrimeTips, residents can text a crime tip
anonymously from their cell phone. Their phone
number is never captured. And the texts go to the
911 emergency call center for disbursement to
police or detectives. So far, tips have been texted
to law enforcement dealing with such issues as
suspicious activity, person of interest, noise
complaints, drug activity and many other issues.

“OPERATION SAFE HOMES”
As a service to Montgomery County residents, the
District Attorney’s Office partnered with eight police
departments—Abington, Jenkintown, Lansdale, Lower
Merion, Lower Salford, Pottstown, Upper Merion and
Whitpain—for the second annual “Operation Safe
Homes” events, where unwanted guns could be turned
into law enforcement for their safe destruction. Residents
turned in 65 firearms, including revolvers, semi-automatic
handguns, long guns and an Uzi. During the two years
combined, 172 guns were safely destroyed. The
“Operation Safe Homes” event also spotlights the issue
of gun safety in homes with children.
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GUNS, STRAW PURCHASES
Commonwealth v. Stillman

At a gun show in Oaks, Pa., on Feb. 10, 2018,
Montgomery County law enforcement observed
Kevin Stillman selling firearms out of his vehicle in
the parking lot. A Montgomery County Detective, in
an undercover capacity, purchased two handguns
from Stillman, then told Stillman he couldn’t legally
own a firearm. Stillman increased the price by $300
and said he would report the firearms as stolen.
After the transfer, law enforcement moved to take
Stillman into custody, but he pointed a loaded
firearm at himself and officers. A standoff ensued.
Ultimately, after 25 minutes of tense negotiations, a
Montgomery County Detective used his own body
to control Stillman, who was then arrested.
On March 9, 2019, the Honorable Thomas C.
Branca found the defendant guilty of illegal sale/
transfer of firearms, recklessly endangering others,
terroristic threats, simple assault, aggravated
assault and other charges. On June 20, 2019, the
defendant was sentenced to 9 to 18 years in prison.
“It was only through the exemplary training and
great restraint that the defendant walked out of the

parking lot that day in February,” said Steele. “All of
the officers and detectives from the Upper
Providence Police Department, the Detective Bureau
and the AG’s Office involved that day are to be
commended for the exemplary job they performed
in getting this individual—who was willing to sell
guns to criminals—off the street and safeguard his
life as well as protect their own.”

FIGHTING ILLEGAL FIREARMS
The mission of the Montgomery County
Detective Bureau’s Violent Crime Unit’s is to
identify, disrupt, arrest and prosecute the most
violent criminals, which includes proactively going
after those who traffic in illegal firearms and
tracing illegal firearm seized as part of any criminal
investigation. Accessibility of firearms, illegal drugs
and gang activities all are contributing factors to
areas impacted by violence. By targeting illegal
firearms, the normal method of operations by
violent offenders are disrupted which reduces
overall crime, especially dangerous gun crimes.
This helps to create a safer community as well as
sends a message that gun crimes and other violent
crimes will not be tolerated in Montgomery County.

2019 ANNUAL REPORT
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Specialty Courts &
Diversionary Programs
Sometimes defendants deserve a second chance or need some extra help. Seeking justice means
considering each criminal case individually and using smart-on-crime tactics to see that the appropriate end is
reached—whether that’s a long incarceration for someone who commits murder or ARD (Accelerated
Rehabilitative Disposition) for a first-time, non-violent offender.
“Being smart on crime means giving someone a deserved second chance while also seeking lengthy
prison time for someone who is a continued threat to our community,” said DA Steele. “A non-violent
retail theft driven by an underlying addiction to heroin is not the same as a gunpoint robbery by a career
criminal, and they should not be treated the same by the criminal justice system.”
In Montgomery County, a variety of diversionary programs and special treatment courts are available.
The special treatment courts—Drug Court, Veterans Court and Behavioral Health Court—are a
collaborative effort by the Court of Common Pleas, District Attorney’s Office, Public Defender’s Office,
Montgomery County Correctional Facility and others such as the Office of Behavioral Health for
Behavioral Health Court and the U.S. Department of Veterans Affairs for Veterans Court. While these three
specialty courts, along with the Youth Aid Panels for juveniles (see page 28), are long-standing with a
significant track record of success, other newer programs, like TOPS and DEAP, are showing promise.

ARD

DRUG TREATMENT COURT

Montgomery County's Accelerated Rehabilitative
Disposition program is generally for first-time
offenders with no prior criminal convictions or ARD
involvement. The program has historically disposed
of 18–20 percent of all criminal cases filed in the
county, the majority of which are DUI arrests. This
prompt disposition of charges eliminates the need for
costly and time-consuming court proceedings and
preserves the individual’s future by allowing
offenders to petition for expungement of their
records.

Montgomery County was one of the early adopters
of this approach to helping drug-addicted
individuals who have been charged with nonviolent crimes. The program can last from 15 to 21
months with participants subject to random drug
tests and appearances before the judge. This court
couples long-term court supervision with courtordered drug treatment. Since 2006, there have been
620 graduates, who are now living productive and
healthy lives.

Applications Received

1,974

Active Participants

164

ARD Total Dispositions

1,306

Referrals

352
112

DUI Cases

977

Admissions

Non-DUI Cases

329

Successful Completions

73

Alumni Phase

43

Program Terminations

10

Revocations

66

Community Service Hours
Restitution Ordered
Expungements Granted

16

35,047
$304,515.37
509

Prison Days Saved
Deaths
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53,276
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VETERANS TREATMENT COURT

DRUG EDUCATION & ABUSE PREVENTION

The Veterans Treatment Court, established in
2011, addresses the needs of veterans in the court
and prison systems. The court’s mission is to
enhance public safety and reduce recidivism by
connecting defendants who are veterans with
benefits, treatment and support while finding
appropriate dispositions.

In 2017, Montgomery County’s successful Drug
Court was used as a model to create an alternative
program for 18-to 24-year-olds who are first-time
drug offenders. The program, called DEAP, is up
and running in Lower Providence Township. The
program uses a combination of approaches to deter
defendants from escalated drug use and the more
serious arrests that often accompany addiction.
Once they complete the program, it’s as if they
were never arrested and they have no record,
thereby preserving their future.

Active Participants

23

Admissions

18

Successful Graduation

13

Program Terminations

5

Prison Days Saved

8,549

BEHAVIORAL HEALTH COURT
This special treatment court, begun in 2009, is
for offenders who have serious mental health
issues. Behavioral Health Court’s mission is to
enhance public safety while reducing recidivism by
considering the treatment needs of participants as
well as the seriousness of their offense.
Active Participants
Referrals

61
259

Admissions

41

Successful Graduations

47

Program Terminations

24

Prison Days Saved

28,419

TARGETED OPIOID PREVENTION (TOP)
Montgomery County was one of the counties selected
to pilot an early intervention pre-trial opioid prevention
program. Begun in 2018, TOP is intended to prevent
overdoses between arrest and trial, and prevent
overdoses by offenders who are already on probation.

Active Participants

118

Referred Back for Prosecution

52

Graduates

48

Graduates with New Arrest

0

Drop-Outs with New Arrest

8

SECTION 17 PROGRAM
Named for a section of Pennsylvania’s criminal
code, the Section 17 Program offers a second
chance to first-time, drug-dependent offenders
charged with a non-violent crime. Also called
Probation Without Verdict, the program requires
the defendant to plead guilty or nolo contendere to
the charge and provide testimony from either a
qualified physician or psychologist regarding their
drug dependency. Once accepted into the program,
probation will be established for a period not to
exceed the maximum amount of time appropriate
to the offense. When probation is completed with
no new arrest, the individual is discharged, and
their record is expunged.
Five-Year Dispositions

1,844

2019

364

263

2018

404

Diversions to TOP

93

2017

363

Referred to Drug Court

54

2016

395

4/0

2015

318

Initially Screened

Participant Overdoses/Deaths
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Adult Prosecutions

Commonwealth v.

Keenan Jones

Around dinnertime on Aug. 14, 2018, the
defendant Keenan Jones and his sister were
standing in a checkout line at a crowded Walmart
store on Easton Road in Cheltenham Township
when he pulled out a black semiautomatic
handgun from his sister’s waistband and fired a
single shot at a male who was standing only feet
away, striking him. He then began running through
the front end of the store, firing indiscriminately as
victims, employees and customers screamed and
ran, trying to escape the gunfire.
A Cheltenham Township Police Officer was
ending a routine traffic call in the Walmart parking
lot when he was flagged down by several people
who reported that there was an active shooter
inside the store. The officer immediately radioed
for backup and responded to the store.
As he reached the front entrance, victims were
running from the store, with several victims
actively bleeding from their gunshot wounds. It
was a chaotic scene and, at that point, police
believed the shooter was in the store. Police
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officers from throughout Montgomery County
rushed to the scene, as well as the Montgomery
County SWAT Eastern Region team. The SWAT
team went through the store, clearing it aisle by
aisle, making sure it was safe, and that the shooter
had in fact fled. Other officers and EMS workers
tended to the five people shot by Jones.
Ultimately, it was determined that the shooter,
Keenan Jones, from Philadelphia, fled the store
with his sister immediately after the shooting,
driving a Gold Pontiac Grand Prix in the eastbound
direction on Cheltenham Avenue. At some point,
Jones stopped to discard the 9 mm semi-automatic
handgun that was used in the shooting. A
concerned citizen, who saw Jones exit his vehicle
and hide the gun, called 911, then waited on scene
until police arrived in order to show them where
the gun was concealed.
After ditching the gun, Jones drove into
Philadelphia, where he struck the back of an
unoccupied police vehicle. The defendant then
took off on foot and was chased down by two
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Philadelphia police officers. A violent struggle
ensued, and two officers were injured before Jones
was restrained.
Meanwhile at the Walmart, police and detectives
from the Montgomery County Detective Bureau
processed the scene and took statements from
witnesses. They gathered surveillance video that
depicted the shooting as well as a video-audio
recording that was inadvertently taken at the time
of the shooting by a child shopping with his mother
a few aisles over. This video recording captured the
sound of the gunshots in real time.
At the four-day trial in October 2019, the first
officer on scene testified as to the chaotic scene and
immediate steps law enforcement took. Prosecutors
presented the store surveillance video, combined
with the audio that produced the gunshots,
synchronized together to give the jury a picture of

“I have lost myself. I am broken.
I have tried, but I cannot
be repaired.”
~ Victim of the shooting
the terrorized shoppers. A firearms expert testified
that the defendant shot his gun intentionally,
without hesitation, targeting and shooting his
victims and that the defendant was shooting to
cause seriously bodily injury and shooting to kill.
The jury also heard from Walmart employees and
other victims as to what occurred that day.
After deliberating for just over an hour, the jury
returned a verdict of guilty on all 39 charges,
including Attempted Murder, multiple counts of
Aggravated Assault and firearm charges.
On Jan. 9, 2020, numerous victims sent impact
letters to the judge, detailing the trauma that they
were continuing to experience. They described
flashbacks, sleepless nights and wondering if, in that
moment, they were going to live or die. Before
pronouncing the sentence, the Honorable Risa Vetri
Ferman said, “The defendant’s actions terrorized a
community and wreaked havoc.” Jones was
sentenced to 25 to 62 years in prison.

Commonwealth v.

Gwendolyn Prebish
On Nov. 6, 2016, Michael Pastorino was found
dead in a desk chair in his bedroom still clutching a
syringe, with another syringe underneath his body.
He had two baggies of suspected heroin, stamped
with “Ferrari,” in his pocket. The Upper Moreland
Police Department recovered the victim’s cell phone
and began an investigation into his death.
While a detective was looking at the victim’s
phone, a text message from “Gwen” popped up that
stated: ”U need anything.” “Gwen” was the last
person the victim had contact with prior to his
death.
Text messages on Pastorino’s phone indicated he
contacted “Gwen” at 11:32 p.m. Nov. 5, requesting
four “jawns” or bags of heroin. At 1:13 a.m. the next

“We often think drug dealers aren’t
people who walk among us. That is a
simple myth...You, better than most,
could hide in plain sight and peddle
misery and death.”
~ Judge Steven T. O’Neill
morning, Prebish texted Pastorino asking if he had
$40. When Pastorino replied that he had the money,
Prebish texted him that she would be at his
residence at about 2 a.m. At 2:18 a.m., Prebish
arrived with the drugs, and Pastorino was waiting
for her outside.
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After finding the text messages, a controlled buy
between “Gwen” and a confidential informant was
set up. The defendant, Gwendolyn Prebish, showed
up to the buy and sold to the confidential informant
what detectives believed to be heroin. She was
arrested on the scene. The baggies that she sold to
the CI had the same stamp, “Ferrari,” as the baggies
that were found on the deceased victim.
The defendant admitted to selling what she
believed to be heroin to Pastorino the night that he
died and selling what she believed to be heroin to
the CI that night. However, lab reports found that
she had sold pure fentanyl to both Pastorino and
the CI.
Following a four-day trial, on May 9, 2019, the
jury found Prebish guilty of Drug Delivery Resulting
in Death. She had previously been found guilty in
February of two counts of Possession with Intent to
Deliver. On July 18, 2019, the Honorable Steven T.
O’Neill sentenced her to 6 to 15 years in prison.

2019 CASE DISPOSITIONS BY CRIME
Listed by lead charge

CRIME

DISPOSITIONS/PERCENT

Drug Oﬀenses

1,737

26%

Theft/Forgery

1,606

24%

DUI/Agg. Assault while DUI

1,396

21%

Assault (& Related)

656

10%

Oﬀenses Against the Public

561

8%

Burglary/Robbery/Arson

256

4%

Traﬃc Oﬀenses

151

2%

Sex Oﬀenses

99

1%

Firearms Oﬀenses

98

1%

Oﬀenses Against Children

46

<1%

Poss. Instrument of Crime/POW

21

<1%

Homicide

20

<1%

Corrupt Organization

17

<1%

5

<1%

85

1%

6,763

100%

(false swearing, obstructing, etc.)

(corruption, EWOC, etc.)

Homicide by Vehicle
Other Oﬀenses

TOTAL

20

Commonwealth v.

Thomas Kummer
A concerned citizen contacted police to report
that a teacher at Abington High School was having
sexual contact with a 17-year-old student. A
subsequent investigation found that Thomas
Kummer, a Latin teacher at the high school for more
than 20 years, began sexual contact with the
student following a student trip to Italy in June
2018, which Kummer chaperoned.
A search of the victim’s phone and computer
found 290 messages between the two, many
romantic in nature and some referencing their
spending the night together. The sexual contact
with Kummer occurred on at least 10 occasions,
primarily at his Willow Grove residence, where they
sometimes drank beer together. The investigation
also found that Kummer had previously engaged in
a sexual relationship with two other former
students at the high school, one in 1999 and one in
2006, although the statute of limitations did not
allow for charges to be brought in those cases. On
Sept. 30, 2018, Kummer was charged with multiple
felony counts related to his sexual contact with the
student.
In April 2019, the defendant pled guilty to three
counts of felony Sexual Contact with a Minor and
Corruption of a Minor. The Honorable William H.
Carpenter, noting Kummer had violated his duty of
care as a teacher, sentenced him on Sept. 11, 2019,
to 11½ to 23 months in prison, 5 years probation
and 100 hours of community service. The judge
ordered he have no contact with the victim.
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Commonwealth v.

Lisa Smith & Keiff King
During a four-day trial, a jury heard about 4year-old Tahjir Smith, a happy, talkative little boy,
according to family and friends. The jury also heard
about the gruesome way Tahjir died on Jan. 22,
2018, at the hands of his mother, Lisa Smith, and
her boyfriend, Keiff King. Together, they beat the
boy all day long as punishment for having spilled
his breakfast cereal. They used a flip-flop to hit him
dozens of times on his buttocks, then burned him
with scalding water in the shower. They hit him
about the head so hard it caused brain injuries. By
dinnertime, the boy was dead.
Abington Police were dispatched at 6:11 p.m.,
on Jan. 22, 2019, for a respiratory emergency to
Coolidge and Columbia Avenues in the Willow
Grove section of Abington. When the ambulance
and police arrived, Tahjir was already dead. The
boy’s mother initially told officers that she and her
son were coming from Philadelphia, that they had
taken the bus to the Willow Grove Park Mall and
had started walking toward their current location
when Tahjir began gasping for air. Smith said she
was six months pregnant and couldn’t carry Tahjir,
so she called 911.
The resulting homicide investigation proved
that to be a lie. Instead, detectives found that Smith
began disciplining Tahjir that morning after he
spilled his cereal. She told Tahjir to get in “the
position,” which was a plank or pushup position.
Tahjir was put in “the position” multiple times
throughout the day.
When he could no longer hold himself up, Smith
and King took Tahjir into a bedroom and struck him
repeatedly on the buttocks with a flip-flop sandal,
which King described as a “butt whooping.” After
they beat him, Smith instructed her son to go
shower since he had urinated on himself. King
prepared a scalding hot shower for Tahjir, leaving
him with serious burns. After the shower, Smith told
detectives that Tahjir appeared unresponsive, so she
called 911 when his eyes rolled back in his head.

At trial in June, forensic pathologist Dr. Ian
Hood of the Montgomery County Coroner’s Office
testified that during the autopsy he noted severe
bruising, scarring and burns on the child’s back. The
tread marks Dr. Hood observed on the child’s
buttocks were consistent with the recovered sandal
treads, and he concluded the injuries were inflicted
by the shoe. Dr. Hood explained that the child had
been so harshly beaten that the fatty tissue in his
buttocks had ruptured, releasing toxins into his
bloodstream that eventually caused the child to go

“They took that shoe and they beat
him repeatedly as hard as they could.
It’s unfathomable. The injuries they
inflicted were so bad they
literally pulpified the tissue…
They watched him die.”
~First Assistant Edward F. McCann, Jr.
into shock and caused his organs to shut down. He
also noted 11 healed over rib fractures, including a
displaced rib. Dr. Hood's testimony was echoed by
family members, who testified about seeing injuries
on Tahjir beginning the summer that Smith began
seeing King.
The jury took just 3½ hours to return a verdict
of guilty of First-Degree Murder, Endangering the
Welfare of a Children and Conspiracy for Smith and
King. They were both sentenced to life in prison.
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Commonwealth v.

Anthony McDaniels
& Leroy Boose
Throughout 2017 and into early 2018, police
departments in Montgomery, Delaware and
Philadelphia counties investigated more than 50
burglaries that all had the same modus operandi—
burglaries between dusk and dawn of empty homes
where strange items were stolen. In addition to the
normal jewelry and flat-screen TVs, the burglars
would take clocks, statues, taxidermy, musical
instruments and other unique items.

A task force was formed and involved multiple
police departments as well as the Pennsylvania
State Police. Based on a prior burglary solved in
2012 by the Cheltenham Police, the task force
developed a suspect—Anthony McDaniels, as well
as LeRoy Boose as a co-conspirator. As a result of
shared intelligence that included DNA, Abington
and Lower Merion began a surveillance detail of
Boose and McDaniels.
On Feb. 10, 2018, task force officers observed
what they believed was a burglary in progress, and
as Boose and McDaniels exited a residence, they
were stopped by police. McDaniels immediately
cooperated and admitted to committing burglaries
with Boose since 2010. He shared details of how
they looked for vacant houses and took precautions
to avoid getting caught. McDaniels also led police
to other residences they had burglarized, the
location of Boose’s truck and to storage units in
Philadelphia. Police executed search warrants
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and found drugs, burglary proceeds and tools used
to commit the crimes. Additionally, the
defendants’ cell phone records placed them in the
vicinity of the majority of the burglaries.
Law enforcement inventoried the stolen goods
and launched a website with photos of the
recovered items so the public could identify and
reclaim their property. This process also identified
additional burglaries committed by the duo.
On June 8, 2018, McDaniels and Boose were
charged with more than 40 burglaries. As a direct
result of additional burglaries discovered with the
public’s help through the website, more burglary
charges were filed on Oct. 19, 2018.
McDaniels pled guilty on Jan. 24, 2019, and
then Boose on Aug. 2, 2019. Following a sentencing
hearing for both defendants on Nov. 14, 2019, the
Honorable Wendy G. Rothstein sentenced
McDaniels to 15 to 30 years in state prison with 10
years of probation for 50 burglaries. Boose received
an identical 15 to 30 years in state prison with 10
years probation for 42 burglaries. As part of their
sentences, the defendants were also ordered to pay
restitution of $442,311.35.
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Commonwealth v.

Tristan Jones

On Monday, Feb. 19, 2018, at approximately
3:20 a.m., Cheltenham Township Police responded
to the Elkins Park section of Cheltenham for a
reported argument. The caller reported that she was
age 12 and inside the apartment bathroom.
Cheltenham Township Police arrived on scene and
located a deceased female inside the master
bedroom of the apartment. The female sustained
stab wounds to her face, neck, chest and back. The
victim, identified as Eboney White, died as a result
of the stab wounds, and her unborn son—she was
approximately 8 months pregnant—died as a result
of her death.
The victim’s two daughters, ages 12 and 7, were
inside the apartment at the time of the murder. A
forensic interview was conducted with the 12-yearold at Mission Kids. She said that at approximately
2 a.m. she saw a man at the doorway of her
mother’s bedroom, and she thought it was her
mother’s boyfriend, Mr. Tristian.
After seeing this man, she went back to sleep.
Then at “around 2:45 a.m.,” she heard screaming
and went into her mother’s bedroom where she saw
the male stabbing her mother. The girls said the
knife was “on the smaller side, not a big knife” and
the male was wearing a grey sweatsuit set—which
included grey colored sweatpants, grey sweatshirt, a
hood and a black mask with words on it—and
brown Timberland boots. The 12-year-old screamed
at the male to stop hurting her mother. The male
lunged at her with the knife, and she ran to the
bathroom where she called 911.
A joint investigation by the Montgomery County
Detective Bureau and Cheltenham Police found that
Tristian Jones had murdered the victim and their
unborn son in order to cover up his affair with the
victim. Jones had told the victim that he was
separated and getting a divorce. In reality, Jones
was still residing with his wife and children.
Through a forensic analysis of the phones belonging
to both the victim and defendant, detectives learned

that the victim was putting pressure on Jones to tell
his wife, his children and his parents about her and
the baby. Jones lied to the victim, telling her he had
told his wife, parents and children, when he never
had. And he said he had arranged a brunch with his
children and her children to unite the families.
The night before the brunch was to take place,
Jones went to Burlington Coat Factory. Montgomery
County Detectives and Cheltenham Police were able
to locate store surveillance video showing the
defendant purchasing a knife and a grey sweatshirt
and sweatpants. The video also showed Jones
wearing Timberland boots. The injuries were also
consistent with the knife he had purchased.
Detectives also found a witness from the
defendant’s apartment building, who saw Jones just
a couple of hours after the murder aggressively
washing his face and body in the laundry room sink.

On March 5, 2019, as a result of the detailed
and excellent investigation of this case, the jury
deliberated just two hours before finding Jones
guilty of First-Degree Murder, First Degree Murder
of an Unborn Child and Possession of an Instrument
of Crime. The defendant was immediately
sentenced to two consecutive life sentences by the
Honorable Wendy Rothstein.
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Commonwealth v.

Patrick Bradley

Comparing him to a “hardened robber” at a
sentencing hearing on April 18, 2019, the Honorable
Wendy Rothstein said disbarred Lower Providence
attorney Patrick Bradley deserved a lengthy term
behind bars for stealing $167,871 from clients, many
with special needs. She then sentenced him to 17to-34 years in a state correctional facility, giving him
at least a year in prison for each of the 17 victims
that he bilked.
The criminal investigation of Bradley began on
Aug. 1, 2016, when the District Attorney’s Office
received information from The Office of Disciplinary
Counsel (ODC) of the Supreme Court of
Pennsylvania, which is responsible for investigating
unethical activities by attorneys. The ODC had
performed its own investigation into Bradley’s
handling of client funds dating back to 2013, which
ultimately led to the suspension of the defendant’s
law license on Aug. 9, 2015. Bradley continued to
practice law without a license and was disbarred on
Sept. 15, 2016.
The ODC then referred the matter to the DA’s
Office to review for possible criminal charges. A
criminal investigation by the Montgomery County
Detective Bureau revealed that the defendant
through his law firm, Bradley Law LLC, agreed to
establish and manage special needs guardianships
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and/or trusts for 17 different clients. Although
these funds belonged solely to the special needs
beneficiaries and Bradley was required to manage
these funds on their behalf, he purposefully failed
to do so and instead stole the money to use for his
own personal benefit.
Bradley used the stolen trust funds to pay for
items such as his home mortgage payment, gas,
restaurant meals, movie tickets, sporting goods,
utility bills, cellular phone service and many other
personal items.
In January 2019, following the first day of his
jury trial that began with extensive testimony by
investigators from the Office of Disciplinary Council
and the Montgomery County Detective Bureau,
Bradley decided to plead guilty. He pled guilty to
80 charges, including theft by unlawful taking, theft
by deception, receiving stolen property, theft by
failure to make required disposition of funds
received, deceptive business practices and
unauthorized practice of law in connection with
incidents that occurred between 2013 and 2016.
He admitted to stealing $126,939 from six clients
whose trusts he had administered and $40,932
from 11 other clients who paid him for legal work
that was never completed. The clients who were
victimized resided in Montgomery, Berks and
Chester counties.

“The defendant’s actions in
unlawfully taking a significant sum
of money earmarked to help those
with special needs is not only
illegal, it’s disturbing on a basic
human level.”
~ District Attorney Kevin Steele
For the sentencing hearing, victims sent impact
letters to the judge or provided in person testimony.
One disabled woman came to court in a motorized
wheelchair and said she paid Bradley $10,000 for
legal work that was not completed. “It was very
stressful for me. He is a very manipulative person.
He basically threw me under the bus,” she said.
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Commonwealth v.

Jonathan Harris

On Aug. 22, 2018, Christina Kraft was found
strangled to death in her Ardmore apartment by
Lower Merion Police. Police were summoned to the
apartment by Kraft’s concerned fiancé Alex
Ciccotelli, who had been unable to reach Kraft via
text or phone for 24 hours. Growing increasingly
concerned, her fiancé went to the Suburban Square
apartment, where he found the front door deadbolted from the inside. Police forced their way into
the apartment to find the apartment in complete
disarray with blood spattered on the walls and
carpet in the bedroom and kitchen. Kraft was found
on her bed, wrapped in a bloody comforter and
clothes, with her nose broken and sinuses crushed.
The joint homicide investigation by Montgomery
County Detectives and Lower Merion Police revealed
that Kraft had traveled by rideshare from her home
to Center City Philadelphia arriving around 2 a.m.
Detectives were able to locate multiple sources of
surveillance footage that tracked the victim’s
movements around Center City, where she crossed
paths with a male in the vicinity of South Broad and
13th streets. Together, they returned to her residence
on Sibley Avenue in Ardmore at 3:08 a.m., just hours
before she was found dead. Just after 5 a.m., the
apartment’s alarm system recorded the opening and
closing of the door to the second-story balcony.
Surveillance video of the male from Center City
and from the apartment complex was shared with
Philadelphia media, prompting a concerned citizen
to call detectives to identify the male as 31-year-old
Jonathan Harris—who had been released on July 15
from state prison after serving a three-year sentence
for robbery. The concerned citizen said during a
recent phone call with Harris that s/he had heard a
bus or train notification in the background. U.S.
Marshals arrested Harris Aug. 28 as he was getting
off a bus in Pittsburgh.
A jury trial before the Honorable William R.
Carpenter began on May 5, 2019. The trial included
testimony from medical examiner Khalil Wardack,

who performed Kraft’s autopsy. Wardack said the
numerous injuries to Kraft’s body included neck
fractures that would have required more than 33
pounds of pressure to inflict. He ruled that the
cause of her death was strangulation, most likely
with a pair of green sweatpants that investigators
found inside her condo. Four days later, the jury

deliberated 5½ hours before returning a guilty
verdict for first-degree murder, strangulation and
possessing an instrument of crime. On Aug. 9,
2019, Harris was sentenced to life in prison for the
murder, plus a consecutive 22½ to 45 years on the
two other charges. Judge Carpenter said the
sentence reflected that “this man should never, ever
be released from prison.”
As Harris was being led out of the courtroom by
sheriff deputies after a jury found him guilty, Harris
told the assembled reporters, “Justice was served.”
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Commonwealth v.

Hasan Singleton
Detectives from the Special Investigations Unit
at the Upper Merion Township Police Department
were conducting an undercover operation designed
to thwart human trafficking and prostitutionrelated activities in King of Prussia. As part of that
effort, detectives responded on Oct. 11, 2018, to a
web page advertising sex with a “young” female. A
meet-up was set up at a local hotel via phone.
Detectives observed the defendant, Hasan
Singleton, drive up with a young female passenger
in his car. The female exited the defendant’s vehicle
and went to the predetermined hotel room. When
she entered the room, detectives identified
themselves as law enforcement officers and noted
that the female was a minor.
The ensuing investigation found that the victim
was being trafficked by the defendant. She was
expected to subject herself to sexual servitude,
while Singleton transported her for meet-ups and
expected a 40 percent “cut” of her earnings. The
investigation also included the analysis of call
detail records, cell site locations, multiple cell
phone search warrants and cell extractions, and a
search of the defendant’s car. The cell phone used
to arrange the meet-up was Singleton’s.
During the one-day bench trial, the girl testified
she met Singleton through a mutual friend about a
week before the incident, saying she informed
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Singleton she was 17 years old. The girl testified
that Singleton asked her to engage in a scheme to
exchange sex for money, and that Singleton would
arrange the encounters, drive her to the encounters
and keep 40 percent. After they met, the girl
complied with Singleton’s request to send him
several photographs of her posing in underwear—
photos that Singleton used when he posted the
online advertisement. Other evidence was
presented at the trial, which corroborated the
victim’s account of her being trafficked by the
defendant. The Honorable Risa Vetri Ferman found
the defendant guilty of felony charges of Unlawful
Contact with a Minor, Promoting Prostitution of a
Minor and Attempted Human Trafficking.

“It is a predatory crime.
It’s a crime of greed, and it’s
a crime of exploitation, and
it’s a crime that poses a danger
to the community,”
~ Judge Risa Vetri Ferman
At the sentencing hearing on Aug. 20, 2019,
Judge Ferman noted that the defendant’s actions
were “calculated and planned” to “exploit a
vulnerable and desperate” victim. She also noted
that while the defendant gave the victim
“comprehensive and detailed instructions” for what
to do in the hotel room, the defendant did not offer
anything to help protect the victim from the risks of
sexual violence or the risk of sexually transmitted
disease. This was made worse, the court said, by
the fact that the defendant had himself been
diagnosed with HIV/AIDs.
Judge Ferman then imposed a sentence of 6 to
20 years in state prison. And as a condition of his
sentence, the defendant will be required to register
under SORNA, commonly called Megan’s Law, for a
minimum of 25 years.
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PHYSICIAN PROSECUTIONS

Joseph Cipriano

Brian Keeley

Joseph Rybicki

The DA’s Office investigated and successfully
prosecuted five doctors who were engaging in
illegally prescribing opioids and other drugs.
Through a HIDTA grant and with the investigative
assistance of numerous federal, state and local law
enforcement and government agencies, the
investigations resulted in convictions and medical
license suspensions of the physicians who
independently were involved in the dangerous overprescribing of opioids.
Joseph Cipriano pled guilty to Corrupt
Organizations and multiple counts of Unlawful
Prescribing related to providing female patients with
dangerous combinations of opioids and prescription
drugs in exchange for sexual favors and pictures. On
Aug. 8, 2019, Cipriano was sentenced to 6½ to 10
years in prison.
Brian Keeley pled guilty on Oct. 22, 2019 to
Corrupt Organizations and 12 counts of Unlawful
Prescribing for running a pill mill in Ambler. Keeley’s
medical practice was found to be in complete
disrepair, including rotting dog food being kept next
to patient injectables. Patients paid Keeley in
relation to the quantity of drugs they were provided.
Keeley was sentenced to 4 to 20 years in prison.
Two other physicians, Joseph Rybicki and
Lawrence Miller, were convicted of felony counts
of Unlawful Prescribing for prescribing large
amounts of opioid pills and other drugs while

Lawrence Miller

Spiro Y. Kassis

providing no real medical care. Rybicki was
sentenced to 6 to 23 months of incarceration on
July 22, 2019, while Miller was sentenced to 8 years
probation on Jan. 28, 2020.
Spiro Y. Kassis, in a joint effort with the
Montgomery County District Attorney’s Office and
the U.S. Attorney’s Office, was charged and pled
guilty in the United States District Court in
September 2019 to 14 counts of felony distribution
of narcotics related to his criminal prescribing in
Montgomery County. Kassis ran a pill mill out of his
East Norriton office, where he would merely collect
a payment for prescription drugs, often opioids, in
exchange for no real medical care. During the
course of an undercover investigation, Kassis would
often charge a patient’s credit card over the phone
and send prescriptions for opioids without ever
seeing the patient. Kassis was sentenced on Feb. 18,
2020, in the U.S. District Court to 4 years
incarceration and fined $25,000.
In total, these felons accounted for well over one
million pills of prescribed controlled substances on
an annual basis and have been a vital part in the
office’s efforts to curb the tide of the opioid crisis.
“We have taken away a significant source of
opioids and other dangerous drugs,” said District
Attorney Kevin Steele. “Many citizens alerted law
enforcement to these pill mills. I want to thank them
for their help. We’re all in this fight together.”
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JUVENILE DIVISION
The Juvenile Division handles all types of
offenses committed by juveniles, ages 10 through
17 years old (or any act committed during those
years if it’s discovered before the juvenile turns
21). The primary role of a prosecutor in Juvenile
Court is to pursue justice while devoting foremost
attention to the interests and safety of the
community and the victim. The prosecutor also
considers the needs of the juvenile offender
regarding rehabilitation and competency
development, to the extent that it does not
compromise the duty to faithfully represent the
Commonwealth.
In 2019, just over 3,000 Juvenile Court
hearings were held, including 506 adjudications
(which is the determination by the court that the
juvenile committed the act). Many of the offenses
committed by juveniles are extremely serious and
more often than not involve weapons and
violence. Additionally, juvenile offenders
frequently present with more drug addictions,
serious mental health issues and family
dysfunction, all requiring specialized services
offered by the court to aide in the supervision of
juveniles while they remain in the community.
When appropriate and necessary, placement
facilities are required, which are designed to
effectively manage the juvenile’s mental health
and rehabilitative needs while ensuring
community protection. Since there are a number
of non-violent, first-time juvenile offenders, the
Montgomery County District Attorney’s Office
provides a restorative community justice program
called the Youth Aid Panel program.

YOUTH AID PANEL (YAP)
The Montgomery County District Attorney’s
Office has offered a Youth Aid Panel (YAP)
program since 2000, which gives eligible juvenile
offenders a second chance to have a clean record.
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This restorative justice program has been hugely
successful in helping a total of 10,049 youths
since its inception, with an average of 525
juveniles involved each year. Juveniles are
referred by the local police departments to their
local Youth Aid Panel, which are staffed by
trained adult volunteers. Currently, there are 42
Youth Aid Panels scattered throughout the county
—each of which is staffed by trained adult
volunteers.
Once a juvenile is referred to YAP, the juvenile
and their parent or guardian meet with trained
YAP volunteers. A written resolution is developed,
which provides consequences for the juvenile’s
action and helps them make better decisions in
the future. The resolution can include educational
support services (such as Drug & Alcohol
Addiction Education, Anger Management and
Retail Theft Education), community service
assignments and restitution. This year, Abington
Police Department ran a “Street Survival”
program for juveniles in YAP, teaching them good
decision-making skills.
Each youth’s progress is supervised through a
weekly phone call with their assigned Youth Aid
Panel member.

YAP 2019 STATISTICS
Youths Referred

489

Completion Rate

93.6%

Recidivism Rate
Community Service Hours
Restitution Collected
Panel Volunteers

3.5%
2,304
$5,835
260

YAP Monthly Meetings (Avg.)

38

Referring Police Departments

33

MONTGOMERY COUNTY DISTRICT ATTORNEYʼS OFFICE

APPELLATE DIVISION
The Appellate Division is responsible for ensuring that convictions properly obtained by the District
Attorney’s Office are upheld in Pennsylvania’s appellate and federal courts. In addition to appellate research,
writing and advocacy, the Appellate Division also helps assistant district attorneys on legal and
jurisprudential developments.
Overall, the Appellate Division’s post-judgment success rate in 2019 was 91%. In the Pennsylvania
Superior Court, 150 of 164 dispositions were resolved in favor of the Commonwealth, and only one of the
101 PCRA petitions resolved in the trial court was granted over the Commonwealth’s objections. The
Commonwealth successfully sought panel reconsideration of the Superior Court decision in Commonwealth v.
David Pacheco reversing the trial court order denying suppression of cell site location information based on
Carpenter v. United States.
Additionally, the Appellate Division argued three cases before the Pennsylvania Supreme Court in 2019—
two cases pertaining to sex offender registration and reporting requirements and one case relating to the 5th
Amendment rights of a juvenile at a certification proceeding. All three cases were still pending before the
Court at the end of 2019.

Notable Case: Commonwealth v. Michael Hill

The Superior Court upheld the defendant’s
conviction in Commonwealth v. Michael Hill,
Montgomery County’s first corrupt organization
gun trafficking case. Hill, who was legally
prohibited from purchasing and possessing a
firearm, paid people to buy guns for him, some
of whom were individuals addicted to drugs. Hill
would escort the straw purchaser to gun stores and
shows, select the weapon he wanted and have
the co-conspirator fill out the federal application to
purchase the gun. Once the gun was legally
purchased, Hill would then sell these guns on the
street, arming convicted felons who were not able to
legally purchase a firearm. One of those illegally sold
guns was used in a shooting, and detectives traced

the gun to a sale by Hill, sparking the investigation
into Hill’s corrupt organization.
Hill and six other members of his corrupt
organization were arrested. Investigators were
able to show all of the purchases were under the
direct control and at the direction of Hill. Because
of this, both the straw purchasers and Hill were
charged. This was the first prosecution in
Montgomery County where the Unlawful Transfer
of Firearms charges have been applied to the
person facilitating the straw purchase.
A jury convicted Hill of 40 criminal counts
including Corrupt Organizations, Person not to
Possess, Possession of a Firearm with an
Obliterated Serial Number and seven counts of
Unlawful Transfer of Firearms. In the sentencing
hearing, the Honorable Garrett D. Page found
that six of the seven counts of Unlawful Transfer
of Firearms met the requirements for a mandatory
sentence under the Brad Fox Law. The court
sentenced Hill to 27½ to 55 years in prison.
On May 22, 2019, the Superior Court affirmed
his judgment of sentence, preserving an important
conviction and setting precedent for future cases
against gun traffickers in the Commonwealth.
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Community Outreach

The mission of the District Attorney’s Office is
not only to seek justice but also to keep Montgomery
County the safe, livable place that it is. Part of that
mission is educational and community outreach.
Throughout the year, the District Attorney and his
team of prosecutors, detectives and staff are active
and engaged members of Montgomery County,
volunteering with non-profit organizations; speaking
at school assemblies and community organizations;
participating in fundraising events; working with
under-represented populations and more. Outreach
efforts include:
The Ben to the Shore Bike Tour: The DA’s
Office has been organizing a law enforcement team,
called Wheels of Justice, for the 65-mile bike ride
since 2009. The 200 riders on the Wheels of Justice
team raise money for families of police officers killed
in the line of duty, The Montgomery County Hero’s
Fund and children’s charities. In 2019, Wheels of
Justice raised $85,000, bringing the total raised to
more than $650,000 since the team began.
Heels of Justice: The District Attorney’s Office
is committed to reducing domestic violence and
relationship violence, aggressively prosecuting those
who commit violence on their partner or other
family members. Every May, the men of our office
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take it a step further by walking one mile wearing
high heels in the “Walk A Mile in Her Shoes”
fundraising walk for Laurel House, which works to
end domestic violence.
Educating Students and the Community:
Attorneys, detectives and staff speak to student
assemblies and community groups about a variety
of issues including sexting and cyberbullying, drugs
and addiction prevention, economic scams,
domestic violence, senior issues, and child abuse.
National Night Out Events: Each year in
early August, police departments throughout
Montgomery County hold National Night Out
(NNO) events—a fun night of activities for
residents. Dozens of detectives, prosecutors and
staff from the DA’s Office fan out to NNO locations
to meet and greet residents, hand out fun freebies
and show off the Montco Crime Scene Truck.
Community Volunteering and Events:
Assistant district attorneys and detectives are
actively involved in communities and community
events such as Norristown’s Touch-a-Truck event,
“Walk Like MADD” fundraiser, Pottstown’s Day of
Caring, Explorers Program, Camp Cadet and the
annual Homicide Vigil honoring the victims of
homicide.
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Serving Victims & Witnesses
The District Attorney’s Office is committed to
helping the victims of crime and witnesses who
testify in trials. Our dedicated Victim Witness Unit
is staffed by caring, compassionate people who
work tirelessly to ensure that victims are restored
physically, emotionally and financially to the
fullest extent possible. They provide assistance
with crime victim compensation and restitution
information; help with victim impact statements
for sentencing hearings and parole hearings; keep
victims abreast of notifications regarding court
hearings, dates and prison releases; as well as
other important work.
More than 5,100 direct victims of crime are
assisted annually by the Victim Witness Unit. The
unit also works with thousands of other
individuals associated with the criminal justice
process and works closely with related
organizations and groups including the Victim
Services Center of Montgomery County, Laurel
House, the Women’s Center of Montgomery
County, Mission Kids, MCAP, Office of Children &
Youth and MADD Victim Services.

2019 VICTIMS SERVED BY CRIME
DUI/DWI

788

Burglary

664

Assault

508

Vehicular Crime (Non-DUI)

180

Robbery

208

Child Abuse (Physical & Sexual)

132

includes child pornography

Homicide

42

Sexual Assault

32

Arson

12

All Other Crimes

TOTAL

32

2,594

5,160

Victims who need to testify in difficult cases can
also be helped by a furry member of the DA’s Office
—K9 Comfort Dog “Turks,” a gentle, specially
trained Red Labrador Retriever who is certified to
appear in courtrooms. Turks received some
recognition when she visited the sequestered jury in
the Commonwealth v. Cosby trial, offering comfort,
hugs and doggy kisses during lunchtime breaks. In
2019, Turks and her handler, Investigator Kiersten
McDonald, were formerly recognized with the
“Public Service Award” by the Montgomery County
Bar Association for their work with victims.
“Turks eases the burden for victims, especially
for children who have been abused,” said Steele.
“Having to tell what happened to police officers or
in front of a courtroom full of strangers is stressful.
She snuggles beside them and makes testifying
easier just by her quiet, loving presence. We are
fortunate to be able to help our victims in this way.”
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Do the Right Thing with

MONTCOCRIME TIPS

You can be a crime fighter in your community by anonymously
partnering with police and Montgomery County Detectives—all while
staying undercover.
Now you can text tips to 911 through MontcoCrimeTips on the STOPit
App. It’s as easy as texting. Your phone number is never captured, and
your identity will be protected, but you will still be helping to keep your
community safe.
To download the free app, simply go to the App Store (iPhones) or
Google Play (Androids) and search STOPit. When you download the app,
input access code MONTCOPA to get the correct version of the app.

MontcoCrimeTips is a joint venture of the Montgomery County
District Attorneyʼs Oﬃce and the Montgomery County
Department of Public Safety.

Montgomery County
District Attorneyʼs Oﬃce
County Courthouse, 4th Floor
P.O. Box 311
Norristown, PA 19404-0311
610-278-3090

Montgomery County
Detective Bureau
610-278-3368

www.montcopa.org/da

