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Upper Moreland Township Plane Crash
On Thursday, August 8th at just after 6:00 AM, a small airplane crashed in a row of
backyards on Minnie Lane in Upper Moreland Township. First arriving officers from the
Upper Moreland Township Police Department found a single engine propeller plane
down amongst a large debris
field spanning several
properties. Tragically, the three
passengers, Jasvir, Divya, and
Kiran Khurana, were all
deceased.
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Upper Moreland Twp. Police Chief Michael Murphy
addresses reporters at an 11:30 AM media briefing

The Upper Moreland Township
Police Department requested
that the Department of Public
Safety respond to assist with
Field Comm 3, Emergency
Communications personnel,
Emergency Management UAV
(Unmanned Aerial Vehicle)
pilots, and a Public Information
Officer.

The Department of Public Safety
would like to express sincere
condolences to the family and friends of the three victims. This incident is still under
investigation by the Upper Moreland Township Police Department and National
Transportation Safety Board.

CLEAN/NCIC Forms
Law enforcement agencies will now have access to fillable PDF CLEAN/NCIC entry forms
via the Department of Public Safety’s website.
To access the forms, visit https://www.montcopa.org/3294/CLEANNCIC-Entry-Forms or
click the screenshot below.
The forms are user friendly
and will allow users to email
them directly to the
Communications Center.
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All law enforcement agencies
are encouraged to start
using this new submission
procedure. If you have any
questions, please contact
Annamaria Mastrocola at
amastroc@montcopa.org.

Ready Radio
The Montgomery County Department of Public Safety is pleased to introduce
“ReadyRadio” – our newest tool for communicating with the public that sets us apart
from our neighbors.
ReadyRadio is one of the only countywide FM radio
networks in the United States that airs public
safety/emergency management information (not
scanner traffic) on a 24-hour basis. The main studio
is located at the Emergency Operations Center in
Eagleville, and airs over four FM frequencies
broadcasting from five tower sites:
•
•
•
•
•

WRDY – 106.5 FM (Eagleville)
WEMA – 105.7 FM (Marlborough)
WEMZ – 105.7 FM (Plymouth)
WEMK – 92.9 FM (Upper Gwynedd/Lansdale)
WEMQ – 92.1 FM (Horsham/Fort Washington)

The broadcast signal reaches an estimated 80 percent of Montgomery County residents
in their homes and vehicles. The signal is strongest in the blue circles on the map
below, but can be picked up in some of the outlying areas depending on the local
terrain.
Programming topics include, but are not limited to:
•
•
•

Notifications about county and municipal emergency management services
before, during, and after a disaster
Ways people can protect themselves, their families, and their property
Information about other community programs, available services, and volunteer
training opportunities

During incidents or disasters, trained Department of Public Safety staff will have the
ability to broadcast “live” from the Emergency Operations Center with critical
information. We will also share news and updates from the Commonwealth of
Pennsylvania, our neighboring
cities and counties, and all 62
municipalities within Montgomery
County.
If you have ideas for programming
and content, or any questions
concerning ReadyRadio, please
contact:
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Tim Elbertson
Community Outreach Coordinator
Phone: (610) 631-6510
Email: telberts@montcopa.org
For more information, visit
www.montcopa.org/3281/ReadyRadio

Emergency Medical Technician Graduations
This month, seventy-three students of the Montgomery County EMS Training Institute
successfully completed the requirements necessary to take the Emergency Medical
Technician written and skills certification test. These students were recognized at
graduation ceremonies on Thursday, August 8th and Friday, August 23rd.
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Class 19-63-174

Seth Bowers
Rachel Carey
Urmi Choudhary
Jordan Farmer
Kelly Fielder
Maria Flores
Joshua Funk
Lauren Hatch
Alana Holt
Brittany Holt
Jeffrey Hopkins
Larry Keown

Robert Manzarbeitia
Kyree Martin
Kevin Moore
Liam Ramsey
Elias Scipio
Alexander Sher
Taylor Simpson
Ryan Suter
Shelby Verna
Jonathan Williams

Class 19-63-306

Eli Anselm
Heather Briody
Samantha Cairns
William Deitzel
Nicholas DiBello
Michael Ferrie
Grace Fink
Lia Franco
Michael Grilli
Sean Gushue
Ahmad Hall
Seth Halvorsen
Eusha Hasan
Ben Helpin

Kristina Jones
Chris Kwiatkowski
Nyel Lambert
Nicole Matthews
Nolan McGran
Kevin Moran
Jacqueline Morrow
Joseph Oaster
Nuala O’Neill
Adrian Paul
Clay Sawick
Destiny Smith
Courtney Tyson
Destiny Willis

Class 19-63-307

Congratulations to the following graduates:

Ramona Angus
Charlee Cheng
Marissa Citrigno
Zachariah Covelens
Lauren Cuff
Lindsey DiStefano
Jane Furgiuele
Cameron Hart
Jenna Hink
Amanda Hoade
Warren Jackson
Priya Kaneria

Ella Kim
Michael Melissen
Ashley Mellinger
Nhien Nguyen
Molly Ortlip
Priyanka Patel
Nisha Prajapati
Ebony Scott
Kylie Stephens
Grace Van Thuyne
Sydney Wilson

Interested in becoming an EMT? The Montgomery County EMS Training Institute is
offering the course on Tuesdays and Thursdays (7 PM - 10 PM) and occasional
Saturdays and Sundays (8:30 AM - 4 PM) from October 1, 2019 until April 30, 2020. All
classes will be held at the Public Safety Training Campus (1175 Conshohocken Road,
Conshohocken, PA 19428). Learn more about the program and register today at
www.emstrainingcenter.org. For more information on this upcoming training
opportunity, see the August 2019 Notices.

Cooper University Health Care Helicopters Attain Pennsylvania
Licensure
Montgomery County Emergency Medical Services staff member Tim Dunigan recently
traveled to Camden, NJ to inspect and recommend for licensure the Cooper University
Health Care aeromedical program.
The Cooper University Health Care
System applied to the Pennsylvania
Department of Health - Bureau of
Emergency Medical Services (PADOHBEMS) as a new EMS Agency.
The process started with Cooper
University Health Care submitting the
online EMS Agency application. Once
completed, PADOH-BEMS authorized
an on-site inspection of the medical
equipment, helicopters, and facilities.
Cooper successfully demonstrated that
they meet the standards for EMS Agency licensure including certified personnel,
equipment, policies, and operation of an approved patient care records software
program.
Cooper Hospital will fly from two bases of operation:
• Cooper 1 - Millville Municipal Airport (Millville, NJ)
• Cooper 2 - Flying W Airport (Medford, NJ)

Carbon Monoxide Meter Distribution
Over the past few weeks, the
Montgomery County Department of
Public Safety has been distributing
SENSIT personal Carbon Monoxide
(CO) detectors to municipal fire
marshals. These life-saving meters will
alert these public safety officials if
there is Carbon Monoxide present while
they are conducting inspections or
investigations. CO is an odorless,
colorless gas that can cause sudden
illness and death.
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Meters are available for all municipal
fire marshals in Montgomery County.
Any fire marshal who has not yet
received a meter can contact Brandon Pursell at bpursell@montcopa.org to schedule a
time for pick-up. These Carbon Monoxide detectors were purchased using funds from
the Homeland Security Grant Program.
On Saturday, September 18th at 8:15 am, the Montgomery County Fire Academy will
offer a three-hour course on CO Detector Response. This course prepares students to
effectively and safely respond to carbon monoxide emergencies. Registration forms are
available here.

A Month in Review
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Department of Public Safety Personnel Changes
Assistant Director of Emergency Communications for
Professional Standards Brian McKown was recently
promoted to the position of Deputy Director of Public
Safety for Technical Services. Brian will oversee a
newly created division, facilitating the Departmentwide coordination of technology-based initiatives.
Brian’s team will be responsible for the setup,
maintenance, and coordination of public safety radio
communication systems, CAD systems, 9-1-1 phone
systems, related data-system infrastructure, special
communications projects, emergency management
systems, and other areas as assigned. The team is also
responsible for maintaining the constant operational readiness of the Department’s
technology systems while liaising with field clients to ensure that technological needs
and requirements are met.
bmckown@montcopa.org
(610) 631-6524
Emergency Operations Center
Lisa Hawk recently joined the Department of Public
Safety’s Homeland Security & Intelligence team as a
Data Technician and Assistant Project Manager. Lisa will
be focusing on the Emergency Medical Overdose
Surveillance System (EMODSS). Lisa worked for Penske
for the last 13 years, 11 on the truck leasing side and
the last two in logistics/sales. Her background includes
training, vendor relationship management, and
analytics. She holds a bachelor’s degree in Elementary
Education with a minor in Sociology from Shippensburg
University.
lhawk@montcopa.org
(610) 631-3096
Emergency Operations Center
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Joe Sciandra recently joined the Department of Public
Safety’s Homeland Security & Intelligence team as a
Project Manager, focusing on the Emergency Medical
Overdose Surveillance System (EMODSS). Joe’s
background includes project management,
deployment, and training for a software company that
developed situational awareness tools for emergency
management agencies. Joe is an adjunct instructor for
FEMA’s Emergency Management Institute for the
Integrated Emergency Management Courses (IEMC)
and Preparedness Branch Courses including the
Community Emergency Response Team (CERT)
program. Joe is also the local Emergency Management
Coordinator for Valley Township in Chester County. He has a bachelor’s degree from
West Chester University.
jsciandra@montcopa.org
(610) 631-3095
Emergency Operations Center

RIT Minimum Staffing Standard
On September 5th, the Montgomery County Department of Public Safety Emergency
Communications Division will enact the Rapid Intervention Team (RIT) Minimum
Staffing Standard, as recommended by the Montgomery County Fire Chiefs Association
and the Montgomery County Municipal Fire Officers Association.
•

•
•

Any apparatus responding as RIT should announce the number of RIT-qualified
firefighters.
o "RIT-qualified" is to be determined by each fire company. However, it is
strongly recommended that each agency adhere to NFPA 1407 Standard for Training Fire Service Rapid Intervention Crews.
An apparatus responding as RIT that does not announce staffing will be
prompted to do so by the dispatcher.
If the apparatus does not respond with a minimum of 4, the next due RIT will be
automatically dispatched to assist.

Emergency Management Certifications
Over the last month, several of our
municipal partners were presented with their
Pennsylvania Emergency Management
Agency certifications. Individuals involved in
municipal emergency management in the
Commonwealth can achieve certifications at
three levels: basic, advanced, and
professional. Each level requires the
applicant to complete numerous training
classes, as well as attend Department of
Public Safety monthly meetings.
While appointed municipal Emergency
Management Coordinators are required by
Commonwealth law to obtain basic and
advanced certifications, all levels are
voluntary for other staff members. Despite
this, many of our municipalities have gone
above and beyond the requirements,
certifying their Coordinators at the
professional level and other staff at basic, advanced, or professional.
Anyone involved in municipal emergency management in Montgomery County who is
interested in obtaining their PEMA certifications can contact Heather Stem at
hstem@montcopa.org for additional information.
Individuals receiving their certifications this month include:
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Advanced Level
Robert Chiarlanza, Springfield Township Emergency Operations Center Staff (center)
Basic Level
Steve Craig, Springfield Township Emergency Operations Center Staff (left)
Robert Baiada, Springfield Township Emergency Operations Center Staff (right)

Career Opportunities
The Department of Public Safety is accepting applications for the following positions:
The Emergency Preparedness Specialist will serve as the lead for the development
and maintenance of the Montgomery County Emergency Operations Plan, municipal
emergency operations plans, and supporting documentation; provide analyses of public
safety activities; and recommend risk mitigation strategies to support planning
activities. This position will also serve as a Watch Officer in the Division of Emergency
Management.
This position requires availability 24 hours a day, seven days a week, 365 days a year.
This is an Essential Employee position. Essential employees are obligated to report to
work as scheduled or remain at work during emergencies.
Telecommunicators are the public’s primary points of contact when requesting a
response by public safety resources. They promote the Department’s core values of
integrity, respect, and customer service without compromise. Telecommunicators
receive calls from the public and accurately assign requests for police, fire, emergency
medical units, and other public safety resources.
Telecommunicators are considered "essential personnel" and will be required to report
for work regardless of weather conditions.
To learn more about these positions or to apply now, visit www.montcopa.org/jobs.

Fire Academy Course Offerings
On Sunday, September 8th, the Montgomery County Fire Academy will offer a Scenario
Based Decision Making class. This course is designed to provide a fire company officer
with the opportunity to develop and/or improve their fireground decision making and
communication skills. The instructor will provide commonly encountered structure fire
scenarios and the
students, working in
groups, will decide
on the appropriate
initial strategy and
tactics and give the
initial status report.
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On Saturday,
October 26th and
Sunday, October
27th, the
Montgomery County
Fire Academy is
holding a High-Rise
Firefighting class. This course will provide instruction in firefighting and support
operations in high-rise buildings, as well as discussion on the special problems
encountered by the firefighter in this type of fire. Safe operations, the use of a tactical
checklist, and application of the Incident Command System will be stressed.
For additional information on these courses, see the August 2019 Notices. To register
for these and other upcoming Fire Academy courses, visit
https://www.montcopa.org/1006/Training-Schedule.

Radio Battery Replacement
The Department of Public Safety recommends that agencies start planning to replace
their APX radio batteries as some of the radios have been in use since 2016. LithiumIon batteries trade light weight and high power for a shorter life span and typically last
1.5 - 2 years. Of course, these numbers can vary significantly depending on how the
radios are used, so please take this as a general guideline and not an absolute rule.
Remember: it is very important that you do not charge the battery while the radio is
turned on - this will dramatically shorten the life of your battery!
Questions? Contact the Radio Shop at (610) 631-6511 for assistance.

Fire Company and Emergency
Medical Service Grant Program
The 2019-2020 Pennsylvania Fire Company
and Emergency Medical Service Grant
Program (FCEMSGP) grant application will
open on September 4, 2019 at 4:00 PM.
The following organizations may be
considered eligible for grant funding:
•
•
•

Fire Companies
Emergency Medical Services
Volunteer Rescue Squads

Eligible organizations may apply for grant funding for a combination of up to two
projects in the following categories:
•

•
•
•
•
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Facilities: Construction and/or renovation of the fire company's or ambulance
service’s facility and purchase or repair of fixtures and furnishings necessary to
maintain or improve the capability of the company to provide fire, ambulance
and rescue services.
Equipment: Purchase or repair of firefighting, ambulance, or rescue equipment.
This includes the purchase of fuel for company vehicles.
Debt reduction: Debt reduction associated with the facility (1) or equipment (2)
categories above.
Training: Training and certification of members.
Training and education: Materials regarding fire prevention for the general
public.
•Career Departments Only:
Overtime costs associated with
backfilling positions while fire
fighters are attending training.
For additional information, visit
http://bit.ly/FCEMSGP.

