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District Attorney

A Message from the

District Attorney

I am proud to serve as your District Attorney. Every day, there are difficult decisions to be made as the
chief law enforcement officer of the county: decisions about people’s lives, about saving lives, about creating
better lives. Whether it’s the lives of crime victims or criminal defendants, overdose victims or young adults
charged with possession of drugs, law abiding citizens or gang members, these decisions affect not only the
lives of the people and families involved, but also the broader community in terms of the safety and quality
of life in Montgomery County.
Within these pages of our 2018 Annual Report, you’ll find information on significant events from the past
year from different sections of the District Attorney’s Office—the Trials, Juvenile and Appellate Divisions;
Montgomery County Detective Bureau; the Victim/Witness Unit and more. And in taking a deeper dive,
we’ll also share information about our efforts into some important and hot topic areas such as efforts to
combat the opioid-heroin-fentanyl epidemic (including why those efforts may be working to reduce
overdose deaths), alternative sentencing programs, a pilot gun disposal program, our newly created Family
Protection Unit and new initiatives in Norristown.
Thank you for entrusting the safety of your family to me and the entire law enforcement team in
Montgomery County. I am honored to serve as your District Attorney.
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About the

District Attorney’s Office

The District Attorney’s Office, led by District Attorney Kevin R. Steele, is comprised of 50 attorneys, 39
Montgomery County Detectives and a highly committed staff who work hand-in-hand with the 50 township
and municipal police departments in the county to investigate and prosecute approximately 9,000 juvenile
and adult criminal cases yearly. Our personnel in the DA’s Office also work with victims, witnesses and
families, assisting them throughout the criminal justice process.
In his three years as District Attorney, Steele’s priorities have been attacking the heroin-opioid-fentanyl
epidemic on multiple fronts, shining a spotlight on the crime of domestic violence and implementing a
concerted effort in Pottstown and Norristown⏤areas with our highest crime rates⏤through a Community
Prosecution model of crime fighting.
He has also been committed to evolving the office and trying new approaches to better serve
Montgomery County. This year, Steele added two new prosecution units to the Trials Division: a Family
Protection Unit to prosecute cases of sexual assault against children and adults, domestic violence, elder
abuse and animal abuse; and a HIDTA Investigations Unit to investigate and prosecute “dirty doctors” who
are fueling the heroin-opioid epidemic through their illegal activities and prescribing methods.
The District Attorney’s Office and the Montgomery County Detective Bureau has also partnered with
police departments on two new initiatives: a gun turn-in event for people wanting to rid their homes of guns
and a new anonymous texting app for cell phones called MontCoCrimeTips.
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2018

By the Numbers
*Overall Conviction Rate: 98%
2018 Criminal Cases Docketed: 8,421
Total Case Dispositions: 8,433
Historical Data on Case Dispositions
Five-Year Total Dispositions: 45,720
2018: 8,433
2017: 9,888
2016: 9,566
2015: 9,091
2014: 8,762
Trials Division Dispositions: 6,399
Trials to Verdict: 173
ARD Dispositions: 1,443
ARD Community Service Hours: 36, 412
Probation/Parole Violations: 3,122
Summary Appeals: 1,829
Miscellaneous Court Matters Docketed: 3,037
**Appellate Post-Judgment Success Rate: 87%
Appeals Dispositions: 156
PCRA Dispositions: 115
Habeas Corpus: 14
Juvenile Court Hearings: 3,462
Juvenile Adjudications: 591
*The overall conviction rate consists of trial convictions, guilty pleas and Section 17s as a percentage of Trials Divisions, less Rule 586/587 dismissals, Rule 561 withdrawals,
ARD cases and cases Nol Prossed due to the defendants death or due to the transfer of prosecution and juvenile adjudications.
**This figure is down 6-7% from previous years due in part to recent appellate court decisions that resulted in vacating the defendant’s Sexually Violent Predator (SVP)
designation, which affected 10 appeal dispositions in the defendant’s favor.
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DA Office Leadership

Kevin R. Steele
District Attorney

Kevin Steele was sworn in as the District
Attorney of Montgomery County in 2016 and since
then, has continued his 27-year commitment as a
prosecutor to seeking justice—for victims, for
defendants and for the community. As District
Attorney, Steele has been smart but tough on crime
and has created and implemented innovative
programs that provide a second chance to
deserving offenders. Steele and his team of
detectives, prosecutors and staff have worked to
proactively attack crime in Montgomery County
while at the same time forwarded efforts to reduce
crime through education and prevention measures.
“Montgomery County is one of the best places to
live in the United States, and I’m fortunate to be
able to lead the efforts to keep our county safe
while working to improve area hot spots,” said
Steele.
In addition to his administrative responsibilities
as District Attorney, Steele continues to try cases in
court. This year, several high-profile cases that
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Steele prosecuted came to a conclusion. Steele led
the prosecution of Commonwealth v. William H.
Cosby Jr., which resulted in a guilty verdict for
felony sexual assault charges in April. In
September, the defendant was sentenced to 3 to 10
years in state prison. In December, former Attorney
General Kathleen Kane exhausted her appeals and
reported to the Montgomery County Correctional
Facility to begin serving her sentence of 10 to 23
months for perjury, obstruction of justice and
leaking confidential Grand Jury information.
These high-profile cases were just two of
thousands that Steele has handled in his 27 years as
a prosecutor. His prosecutions have involved all
types of charges: homicide, drug trafficking,
robberies, firearms offenses, sexual assaults and
many others. In 2018, he was recognized for his
success in the courtroom by being named the
“James P. Fox Trial Lawyer of the Year” by the Trial
Lawyers Section of the Montgomery County Bar
Association. He was also honored by the
Montgomery County Bar Foundation with “The
Honorable Louis D. Stefan Law Enforcement
Award,” which recognizes outstanding efforts to
promote the rule of law and the administration of
justice. Also in 2018, Steele was honored to be
named “Man of the Year” by the Police Chiefs
Association of Southeastern Pennsylvania.
“I am humbled and honored to be recognized
with these awards,” Steele said, “but it is a team
effort in the District Attorney’s Office. Our
dedicated team of detectives, prosecutors and staff
strive every single day to do the right thing, to
stand on the side of justice and to make a positive
difference in people’s lives.”
Beyond Montgomery County, Steele has been
highly involved in the Pennsylvania District
Attorneys Association through teaching young
prosecutors at training sessions, serving on the
Executive Board, serving as the Legislative Chair
and serving on the “Best Practices Committee,”
which has created protocol guidelines for District
Attorney’s Offices across the Commonwealth on
such topics as eyewitness identification, body
cameras and officer-involved shootings.

Edward F. McCann, Jr.

First Assistant District Attorney
As First Assistant, Ed McCann oversees the dayto-day administration of the office, supervises the
legal staff and oversees the prosecution of
approximately 9,000 cases annually, including all
homicide cases.
McCann is a seasoned prosecutor with a wealth
of experience. In 2017, he prosecuted Joshua Trunk
for the execution-style murder of his mother and
her boyfriend, which concluded with a jury
convicting the defendant of two counts of first
degree murder and the judge sentencing him to two
consecutive life sentences. He also prosecuted a
number of defendants from “Operation War
Ready,” all members of rival gangs who had been
terrorizing Pottstown with shootings and violence
before their arrests and convictions.
Prior to joining to the Montgomery County DA’s
Office, McCann served 26 years in the Philadelphia
District Attorney’s Office, including serving as the
First Assistant from 2011 to 2015. He prosecuted
several noteworthy cases there, and led the grand
jury investigation into the death of Danieal Kelly, a

14-year-old girl who died neglected in her home
while supposedly being monitored by the City’s
Department of Human Services. McCann obtained
convictions of all nine defendants in that case.

Deputy District Attorneys

Assistant Chiefs

Samantha L.R. Cauffman
Chief, Pre-Trials Division

Lauren I. Heron
Tonya Lupinacci
Brianna L. Ringwood

Robert M. Falin
Chief, Appellate Division
Sharon P. Giamporcaro
Chief, Juvenile Division
Jesse S. King
Chief of Staff
Steven J. Latzer
Chief of Professional Standards
Thomas W. McGoldrick
Chief, Trials Division

Unit Captains
Mark Antonacio, ARD/Fugitive
Laura J. Bradbury, Firearms
Richard H. Bradbury, Community Prosecution
Christopher E. Daniels, Economic Crimes
John N. Gradel, Major Crimes
Adrienne D. Jappe, Appellate
Kelly S. Lloyd, Grand Jury
Alexandria T. MacMaster, Family Protection
Kathleen A. McLaughlin, Forfeiture
James E. Price, HIDTA Investigations
Samantha Thompson, Narcotics
5

Prosecution Structure
The Montgomery County District Attorney’s
Office is both investigative through the
Montgomery County Detective Bureau and
prosecutorial through four divisions: Pre-Trials,
Trials, Juvenile and Appellate.

Pre-Trials Division
Attorneys in the Pre-Trials Division handle a
variety of matters before the court including select
preliminary hearings, bail hearings, probation
violation hearings, habeas corpus hearings and
formal arraignments. The Pre-Trials Division also
includes the ARD Program and the newly launched
TOPS Program as well as the Fugitive Unit, which
extradites wanted criminals from other jurisdictions
to stand trial in Montgomery County.

2) devoting attention to the interests and safety of
the community and the victim. For some first-time
juvenile offenders, the Montgomery County
District Attorney’s Office offers a Youth Aid Panel
(YAP) Program which gives eligible juvenile
offenders a second chance.
Juvenile offenses in 2018 numbered 591
requiring nearly 3,500 court hearings, an increase of
15.25 percent over the 3,004 hearings in 2017. Of
note is a disturbing trend where we are seeing
juveniles increasingly committing more serious
offenses, which frequently involve weapons and a
higher level of violence than a decade ago.
Additionally, juvenile offenders are presenting to
the court with more drug addictions, serious
mental health issues and family dysfunction, all
requiring more specialized services as well as
placement facilities designed to effectively manage
the juvenile’s mental health and rehabilitative
needs while ensuring community safety.

Trials Division
Experienced prosecutors, carrying caseloads of
about 200-300 cases depending on their assigned
unit, handle all criminal charges concerning adult
defendants, which numbered approximately 8,500
cases in 2018. Assistant District Attorneys are
organized into specialized prosecution units, which
includes the newly created Family Protection Unit,
Major Crimes, Narcotics, Economic Crimes,
Firearms and Community Prosecution Units,
concentrating on Pottstown and Norristown. Trials
Division attorneys also handle the Grand Jury and
Treatment Courts (Drug Court, Behavioral Health
Court and Veterans Treatment Court).

Juvenile Division
The Juvenile Division handles all types of
offenses committed by juveniles, ages 10 through 17
years old (or any act committed during those years
if it is discovered before the individual turns 21).
A juvenile prosecutor’s role is to pursue justice
while 1) considering the rehabilitative and
competency needs of the juvenile offender and
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Appellate Division
The Appellate Division is responsible for
ensuring that convictions properly obtained by the
District Attorney’s Office are upheld in
Pennsylvania’s appellate and federal courts. In
addition to appellate research, writing and
advocacy, the Appellate Division also helps
assistant district attorneys on legal and
jurisprudential developments relevant to their
work and criminal cases.
Overall, in 2018, the Appellate Division’s postjudgment success rate was 87 percent. Ninety-eight
out of 115 dispositions in Pennsylvania Superior
Court resolved in the Commonwealth’s favor, and
only five of the 114 PCRA petitions resolved in the
trial court were granted over the Commonwealth’s
objections. Additionally, the Commonwealth was
successful in four of the six appeals filed in the
Superior Court. Finally, the Superior Court denied
the appeal in Commonwealth v. Kathleen Kane and the
Pennsylvania Supreme Court denied Kane’s
petition for allowance of appeal, thereby making
her convictions final.

Montgomery County

Detective Bureau
The Montgomery County Detective Bureau includes some of the finest law enforcement officers in the
region. With the average length of experience in law enforcement well beyond two decades, MCDB
detectives—under the leadership of the chief, deputy chief and unit lieutenants—are committed to seeing
that justice is always served.
Whether detectives are investigating a homicide, drug case or domestic violence, Detective Bureau teams
work hard to identify the perpetrators and hold them accountable. Additionally, the Bureau provides needed
support to the 50 police departments in Montgomery County in such areas as digital evidence, video
forensics, cellphone analysis, ballistics analysis and crime scene expertise.
Each year, Montgomery County Detectives open more than 1,000 investigations, approximately 200 of
which resulted in criminal charges. New in 2018 was an anonymous texting app called MontcoCrimeTips,
which allows tipsters to easily text any tip to 911 without revealing their identity. Also new was the Mobile
Mini “Pill Car,” with the express mission of raising awareness about the need to get unwanted prescription
medicines out of medicine cabinets in order to help alleviate the opioid-heroin-fentanyl crisis.

Deputy Chief
Mark A. Bernstiel
Deputy Chief County Detective Mark A.
Bernstiel has served as the deputy chief since 2014.
He began with the District Attorney’s Office in
1985 as a Crime Scene Investigator. Upon
graduation from the police academy in 1987,
Bernstiel became a County Detective and was
promoted to lieutenant in 2000, managing the
bureau’s Special Investigations Unit and
overseeing public corruption, fraud and gang
violence investigations. The Deputy Chief is the
commanding officer of the bureau’s organizational
components, overseeing operational activities and
acting as the chief of staff for the Detective Bureau.

▶

Chief County Detective
Samuel J. Gallen

Chief County Detective Samuel J. Gallen has led
the Montgomery County Detective Bureau since
2014, overseeing a team of detectives, investigators
and specialized support/technical staff. Prior to
being named chief, Gallen served as Deputy Chief
County Detective and commander of the Homicide
Unit from 2006 to 2014. The Chief has devoted his
entire career to law enforcement and public safety,
joining the Detective Bureau in 2002 after having
served 22 years with the Hatboro Police
Department, the last three as Chief of Police.

Unit Commanders
Forensic Services
Lt. Richard Nilsen
Homicide
Lt. James McGowan
Major Crimes
Lt. Christopher Kuklentz
Narcotics Enforcement
Lt. Paul Bradbury
Special Services
Lt. Marc Azeff
Violent Crime
Lt. Erick Echevarria
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Heroin-Opioid-Fentanyl Epidemic:
The Fight Continues

It appears that there might be a glimmer of
hope in the fight against the scourge of the heroinopioid-fentanyl epidemic. The epidemic has had a
deadly hold on our communities for the last
several years, with increases in overdose deaths
from 2014 through 2016 as fentanyl was
introduced into the mix. Throughout this
epidemic, the District Attorney’s Office and the
entire Montgomery County law enforcement
community have been working in conjunction
with numerous organizations to try to stem the
tide of overdoses and deaths, hitting it hard
through a variety of avenues that seem to be
paying off, as we have finally seen a significant
decrease in overdose deaths in 2018, down to 210.
Despite the lower number, overdose deaths still
remain far too high, and overdose deaths continue
to be increasingly correlated to the presence of
fentanyl. Since fentanyl is 50 times stronger than
heroin and approximately 100 times stronger than
morphine, just a few grains of fentanyl can cause
immediate death. Oftentimes, those suffering from
substance abuse disorder text their dealer to buy
heroin to feed their addiction, but instead of
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heroin, what is delivered is fentanyl, causing the
individual’s death.
Even at 210, that overdose death number still is
too large, with far too many people losing their
lives due to their addiction. But hopefully,
Montgomery County might be starting to round
the corner in this public health crisis. Here’s a
snapshot look at where we are in the crisis and the
ongoing efforts of the DA’s Office and the law
enforcement community.

The Rise of Fentanyl ▶
Deadly fentanyl is now causing the majority of
overdose deaths in Montgomery County, in the region
and in the country. Of the 210 deaths in 2018, 152 (72%)
involved fentanyl, either alone or in conjunction with
other drugs like heroin. Part of the reason for
fentanyl’s emergence is that it’s cheap and potent.
While heroin is an opioid made from poppy seeds,
fentanyl is a manufactured synthetic opioid that was
originally developed for severe pain management and
as an anesthetic. According to the DEA, illegally
produced fentanyl is primarily manufactured in
Mexico and China. This illustration demonstrates the
amount of heroin versus fentanyl needed for an
overdose death.

▶

Saving Lives with Naloxone

Naloxone (brand name Narcan) is a drug that
reverses the effects of opioids—whether pills, heroin
or fentanyl—and can revive someone from an
overdose provided it is administered quickly
enough. Research shows that police respond to an
overdose call approximately four minutes faster
than ambulances. All police departments in MontCo
are equipped with naloxone in order to save the
most lives. The DA’s Office uses forfeiture funds to
make sure all squad cars are supplied with the lifesaving medication. The chart shows monthly
naloxone usage by police. The program began with
several departments carrying in 2015 and then
spread to all departments in early 2017.

No Community Spared ▶
The Montgomery County Coroner’s Office
records the annual statistics related to all overdose
deaths in the county and produced the overdose dot
map to the right, which shows that the epidemic is
striking people in every corner of our county.
“Some residents have the mistaken impression
that this epidemic is ‘just a Pottstown or Norristown
problem,’” said DA Steele. “Nothing could be
further from the truth. This epidemic cuts across all
socio-economic and geographic lines and has hit all
parts of the county and region. No place is immune
from this deadly scourge.”
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▶

Taking Down Drug Dealers

Through undercover operations, wiretap investigations and overdose death investigations, the law
enforcement community in Montgomery County is focused on making a difference in the epidemic by taking
down drug dealers. By targeting drug dealers and traffickers peddling their deadly poisons to the citizens of
Montgomery County—poisons like heroin, fentanyl, opioid pills, crystal methamphetamine and others—we
are not only taking the drugs off the streets, but we are also sending a strong deterrent message to dealers.
Since drug dealers don’t often recognize county borders, these large-scale investigations typically involve
the Montgomery County Detective Bureau partnering with multiple police departments, neighboring
jurisdictions, state partners like the Attorney General’s Office, and federal partners such as the DEA and
Liberty Mid-Atlantic HIDTA.

▶

“Dirty Doctor” Prosecutions

In August, DA Steele announced the arrests of
four doctors who were prescribing medications to
addicts and drug dealers many times over the
accepted standard guidelines. They wrote
prescriptions without seeing patients, sold
prescriptions for opioids, and in one case, even
traded prescriptions for sexual favors. These
doctors were causing harm and contributing to the
opioid epidemic—and their actions were illegal.
Through a HIDTA grant and with investigative
assistance from numerous agencies and law
enforcement, the DA’s Office was able to
investigate these doctors who were engaging in
criminal activity. “These were the first four doctors
we arrested, but they won’t be the last,” said Steele.
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Drug Take Back Day
Box after box filled with prescription and over-the-counter medications were dropped off at the collection
site by police departments during the two Drug Take Back Days in 2018—and it was astounding when the
total surpassed 17,000 pounds (17,038.67 pounds)! The total is 2,000 pounds more than 2017’s final tally.
Overall, more than 65,000 pounds of unwanted medicines have been collected and safely destroyed since 2010.
“Thanks to all of the county residents for their commitment to making their homes safer and to the police
departments who worked hard to collect all of those pills and other medicines from residents each April and
October,” said District Attorney Kevin Steele.
The Montgomery County District Attorney’s Office and the Police Chiefs Association coordinate the two
annual Drug Take Back Days. MedReturn boxes are available year-round at nearly every police department,
the county courthouse and some medical facilities. A complete list of locations is on the District Attorney’s
website at www.montcopa.org/da.
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Operation Safe Homes

▶

New Initiatives

On two days in September, the District Attorney’s Office partnered with six Police Departments—
Abington Township, Lower Merion Township, Lower Salford Township, Pottstown Borough, Upper Merion
Township and Whitpain Township—to hold the pilot run of “Operation Safe Homes,” giving residents an
opportunity to turn in unwanted guns to law enforcement, who would oversee their safe destruction.
On the first night, 35 firearms were turned in. The following Saturday, 72 firearms were collected for a
total of 107 long guns and handguns of all types. People came from all parts of the county and from Bucks
and Philadelphia counties to drop off their guns. Many thanked police officers and detectives for holding
the event, and some mentioned that although they no longer wanted the firearms in their home, they did
not want to sell them to a firearms dealer. Given the success of this first event, another “Operation Safe
Homes” collection is planned with an expansion of the drop-off sites within the county.

Fighting Crime in Norristown ▶
Following the success in Pottstown, the DA’s Office
has launched a second Community Prosecution Unit,
this one focused on Norristown. A team of prosecutors
work closely with the Norristown Municipal Police to
prosecute criminal cases and works with community
leaders, organizations and residents to foster
partnerships. The goal of the unit is to provide an
integrated prosecutorial effort that works to prevent
crime, systemically prosecute violent and repeat
offenders and improve the quality of life and safety in
the community.

12

Taking it to the Streets ▶
In August, the District Attorney’s Office unveiled
the Pill Take Back Mobile MINI—the Pill Car for
short—an eye-catching MINI Cooper used to collect
unwanted medicines from residents at area events.
The Pill Car, always driven by sworn law
enforcement personnel, is equipped with a
MedReturn box for the safe drop off of medicines.
The vehicle was donated by ARS Affordable
Auto in Norristown and made possible by
donations from Pennsylvania American Water
(which also sponsors MedReturn boxes throughout
Montgomery County and Pennsylvania) and Edge
Signs & Graphics in Collegeville.

Anonymous Crime Texting App

▶

Montgomery County became the first county in
Pennsylvania to launch an anonymous crime tips
app. Through the MontcoCrimeTips program,
residents can text a crime tip from their cell phone
directly to the 911 call center. Emergent tips—such
as a drug deal in progress—are passed on to local
police for immediate response, while non-emergent
tips—such as information about a wanted suspect
—are sent to an on-call county detective.
To gain access to the MontcoCrimeTips program,
download the free STOPit! App from the App Store
or Google Play and use access code: MONTCOPA.

New Family Protection Unit ▶
DA Steele reorganized the prosecution units to
create a new Family Protection Unit, which focuses
on prosecuting crimes that impact and affect
families: child abuse, sexual assault on children,
sexual assault and rape, domestic violence, elder
abuse and animal abuse.
The unit, now the largest in the Trials Division,
works with agencies and law enforcement to
investigate crimes and to help victims. Agencies
include Mission Kids child advocacy center; Laurel
House, Montgomery County’s domestic violence
organization; MCAP, Montgomery Child Advocacy
Center; Victims Services; and Women’s Center of
Montgomery County.

13

Special Courts &
Diversionary Programs
Seeking justice means considering each criminal case individually and using smart-on-crime tactics to see
that the appropriate end is reached⏤whether that’s a long incarceration for someone who commits murder
or ARD (Accelerated Rehabilitative Disposition) for a first-time, non-violent offender.
“There is no one-size-fits-all answer to criminal cases,” said DA Steele. “Someone who is suffering from
substance abuse disorder but is non-violent and someone who is charged with aggravated assault and has a
history of violent criminal behavior are not the same, and they should not be treated the same by the
criminal justice system. Being smart on crime means exactly that⏤giving someone a deserved second
chance while also seeking lengthy prison time for someone who is a continued threat to the community.”
In Montgomery County, a variety of diversionary programs and special treatment courts are available.
The special treatment courts⏤Drug Court, Veterans Court and Behavioral Health Court⏤are a
collaborative effort by the Court of Common Pleas, District Attorney’s Office, Public Defender’s Office,
Montgomery County Correctional Facility and others such as the Office of Behavioral Health for Behavioral
Health Court and the U.S. Department of Veterans Affairs for Veterans Court. While these three speciality
courts, along with the Youth Aid Panels, are long-standing with a significant track record of success, other
programs are relatively new, including one program⏤the TOPS program launched in 2018⏤is showing
some early promise.

ARD

Drug Treatment Court

Montgomery County's Accelerated
Rehabilitative Disposition program is generally for
first-time offenders with no prior criminal
convictions or ARD involvement. The program has
historically disposed of 18–20 percent of all
criminal cases filed in the county, the majority of
which are DUI arrests. This prompt disposition of
charges eliminates the need for costly and timeconsuming court proceedings and preserves the
individual’s future by allowing offenders to
petition for expungement of their records.

Montgomery County was one of the early
adopters of this approach to helping addicted
individuals who have been charged with nonviolent crimes. The program can last from 15 to 21
months with participants subject to random drug
tests and appearances before the judge. This court
couples long-term court supervision with courtordered drug treatment. Since 2006, there have
been 547 graduates, who are now living
productive and healthy lives—and have had 57
healthy babies born to mothers in Drug Court.

Applications Received in 2018

1,696

Current Drug Court Participants in 2018

144

ARD Dispositions in 2018

1,443

Applicants / Accepted in 2018

335 / 98

DUI Cases

1,120

Graduates in 2018

71

Non-DUI Cases

323

Program / Non-Program Recidivism Rate

25% / 70%

Revocations

56

Clean Drug Test Rate

90%

Community Service Hours

36,412

Daily Participant Cost / MCCF Inmate

$12.50 / $55.27

Restitution Ordered

$590,668

Total Graduates Since 2006

547

Expungements Granted

621

Total Prison Cost Savings Since 2006

$11,345,631
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Veterans Court

Drug Education & Abuse Prevention

The Veterans Treatment Court was established in
April 2011 to more effectively address the needs of
veterans in the court and prison system. The court’s
mission is to enhance public safety and reduce
recidivism of defendants who are veterans by
connecting them with benefits, treatment and
support while finding appropriate dispositions.

In 2017, Montgomery County’s successful Drug
Court was used as a model to create an alternative
program for 18- to 24-year-olds who are first-time
drug offenders. This pilot program, called DEAP, is
up and running in Lower Providence Township.
The voluntary program uses a combination of
approaches to deter defendants from escalated
drug use and the more serious arrests that often
accompany addiction. When a participant
completes the program, there’s no record of their
arrest, thereby helping to preserve their future.

Active Participants

23

Applicants / Accepted in 2018

72 / 16

Graduates in 2018

14

Terminations

5

Oﬀered Admission in DEAP since 2017

78

Prison Days Saved

9,756

Active Participants

25

Graduates

22

Referred to Drug Treatment

3

Dropped out of Program

31

Behavioral Health Court
This special treatment court, begun in 2009 is for
offenders who have serious mental health issues.
Behavioral Health Court’s mission is to enhance
public safety while reducing recidivism by
considering the treatment needs of participants as
well as the seriousness of their offense.
Active Participants

88

Applicants / Accepted in 2018

247 / 43

Graduates in 2018

33

Discharged

10

Prison Days Saved

29,698

Targeted Opioid Prevention (TOP)
Montgomery County was one of two counties
selected to pilot an early intervention pre-trial
opioid prevention program. TOP is intended to
prevent defendant overdoses between the time of
their arrest and trial, as well as prevent overdoses
by current offenders who are already on probation.

Youth Aid Panel (YAP)
Since 2000, this restorative justice program run
by the DA’s Office has been successful in helping
non-violent, first-time juvenile offenders. Juveniles
are referred by the police department to their local
Youth Aid Panel (currently there are 46 Youth Aid
Panels throughout the county, including the newest
in Bridgeport). Juveniles and their families meet
with trained YAP volunteers, who develop a
resolution that includes consequences for the action
and assignments that empower the juvenile to
make better decisions in the future. Community
service and restitution are often ordered as well as
supportive training programs. Since the program
began, 9,560 youths have participated in YAP.
Youths Referred

474

Completion Rate

95.8%

Recidivism Rate

5.3%

Initially Screened / Diverted into TOP

149 / 47

Community Service Hours

2,671

TOP Referral to Drug Court

17

Restitution Collected

$10,679

Participant Overdoses / Deaths

1/0

Number of Panel Volunteers

261

Favorably Discharged

20

Average YAP Monthly Meetings

37
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Notable Cases of 2018

Commonwealth v.

William H. Cosby Jr.
On Sept. 25, 2018, William H. Cosby Jr. was
sentenced to 3 to 10 years in state prison by the
Honorable Steven T. O’Neill. The sentence came
after a jury of 12 men and women from
Montgomery County found the defendant guilty on
April 26 of three counts of aggravated indecent
assault.
“There has been quite a bit written and said
about his case, including a lot of PR spin,
misinformation and outright falsehoods, but at the
end of the day, it was a straight forward case. We
investigated an alleged crime that happened here in
Montgomery County, and followed the evidence to
wherever and to whomever it led and then charged
accordingly,” said District Attorney Kevin Steele,
who led the team of prosecutors in the case. “It was
a drug-facilitated sexual assault on a young
woman, and after hearing the evidence, the jury
found the defendant guilty. He was sentenced to
state prison, as the guidelines for this type of
violent crime called for.”
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It was a long road to justice for victim Andrea
Constand, who at the time of the assault was the
director of basketball operations for Temple
Women’s Basketball and Cosby was one of the
team’s biggest supporters as well as a member of
the Temple Board of Trustees. Cosby had asked to
be introduced to Constand and then befriended her
over the course of approximately a year and a half.
The defendant took advantage of that trust and
their mentor relationship when he drugged her and
sexually assaulted her in January 2004. A few
months after the assault, Constand moved back to
her native Canada and tried to forget what had
happened. In January 2005, she could keep silent no
more and confided in her mother about the assault.
They contacted the local police in Canada, who
referred the case in error to the Philadelphia Police,
who then referred it to the Cheltenham Township
Police Department in Montgomery County, where
Cosby owned a home and the sexual assault took
place.

The Cheltenham Police and Montgomery
County Detective Bureau interviewed the victim on
Jan. 22, 2005, and interviewed Cosby four days
later, thus beginning the investigation. After just
three weeks, the then-District Attorney stopped the
investigation still in its beginning stages and issued
a press release on Feb. 17, 2005, that declined to
pursue charges. The press release went on to note
that he would “reconsider this decision [not to
prosecute] should the need arise.”
The need arose in July 2015. A federal judge,
Judge Eduardo C. Robreno, who presided over a
civil suit between the victim and the defendant,
unsealed portions of Cosby’s depositions taken
under oath. In doing so, Judge Robreno said it was
necessary for the public to weigh “the stark contrast
between Bill Cosby the public moralist and Bill
Cosby the subject of serious allegations concerning
improper (and perhaps criminal) conduct.” In the
deposition, Cosby admits to giving Quaaludes to
women with whom he wanted to have sex.
In July 2015, Risa Vetri Ferman was District
Attorney. She reopened the investigation of the
sexual assault of Constand, and after a nearly sixmonth investigation, three counts of aggravated
indecent assault were filed on Dec. 30, 2015.

As is typical in a criminal case, the charges were
presented at a preliminary hearing in May 2016
before Magisterial District Judge Elizabeth A.
McHugh, who held over all charges. The defense
team asked for a habeas corpus hearing (essentially a
second preliminary hearing) before Court of
Common Pleas Judge O’Neill, who found in July
2016, like Judge McHugh had earlier, that there was
enough evidence to hold the charges for trial.
Typically, preliminary hearings are held quickly
in criminal cases. But in this case, Cosby’s team of
lawyers initially claimed that a promise-not-toprosecute agreement was procured from the
District Attorney in 2005, but no written agreement
could be found issued by a judge and filed with the
court, which is the only legal method to offer this
type of immunity from prosecution. A two-day
hearing was held in February 2016 on the issue, but
it failed to produce any credible evidence or
testimony of such an agreement.
That first challenge and subsequent hearing was
one of many in a case that took 33 months from the
time of the initial charges until sentencing. The
defendant’s first trial in June 2017 ended with the
jury, brought in from Allegheny County and
sequestered throughout the process, not able to
reach a unanimous decision. After consulting with
the victim, DA Steele immediately indicated to the
court the he would seek a retrial. At a press
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conference following the dismissal of the jurors, DA
Steele, flanked by Constand, detectives and the
prosecutorial team, including co-prosecutors M.
Stewart Ryan and Kristen Gibbons Feden, thanked
the jurors for their efforts, then continued, saying
the victim “is entitled to a verdict in this case, the
citizens of Montgomery County are entitled to a
verdict in this case, and we will push forward to try
to get that done, to get justice done.”
Following the hung jury, Cosby again replaced
his attorneys. The new team re-litigated a number
of pre-trial motions and evidentiary rulings made
prior to the first trial. And in the intervening
months, several rulings came down from
Pennsylvania’s appellate courts that impacted the
case, including a decision that, the Commonwealth
successfully argued, allowed for additional “prior
bad act” witnesses. The second trial began on April
9, 2018. Following opening statements, the
Commonwealth’s case began with Dr. Barbara Ziv,
a forensic psychiatrist, who testified about common
misconceptions regarding sexual assault victim
behavior as well as other rape myths. She was
followed by five “prior bad act” witnesses—Heidi
Thomas, Chelan Lasha, Janice Dickinson, Janice
Baker-Kinney and Lise-Lotte Lublin. All five
women testified to being drugged by Cosby. Four
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of the five recounted the sexual assault by Cosby;
however, like many sexual assault victims, one
woman couldn’t remember the assault itself,
testifying to what happened before and after the
intoxicant was administered. Additional key
testimony came from the victim’s mother, Gianna
Constand, and two of the lead detectives in the
case, Cheltenham Township Sgt. Richard Shaffer
and Montgomery County Detective James Reape.
Intense testimony that lasted nearly eight hours
over two days came from Constand. She testified
about that night in January 2004 when she arrived
at “Mr. Cosby’s house” and he gave her “three
friends,” telling her to take them, that they would
make her feel better. The defendant had told her
they were herbal remedies, Constand testified, and
that he had insisted that she take them with the
wine that he had previously poured. After she took
the pills and a sip of wine, Constand testified that
she began slurring her words, her mouth was like
cotton and her legs felt rubbery. Cosby helped her
to a couch where she lost consciousness. She was
jolted awake to find Cosby with his fingers inside
her private parts and his hand on her breast, but
she felt paralyzed and couldn’t move or say
anything before losing consciousness. Constand
became conscious again around 4 a.m., waking up
disheveled on the couch. She quickly left his house.
The case went to the jury on April 25. The next
day the verdict came back, guilty on each count of
aggravated indecent assault. Following the jury’s
verdict, DA Steele asked the judge to revoke the
defendant’s $1 million bail, indicating that since
Cosby knew he was facing jail time that he was a
flight risk and had the money and the means, his
own airplane, to flee. In a moment that showed the
defendant’s true nature, Cosby yelled at the District
Attorney in open court, “He doesn’t have a plane,
you asshole.” This momentary lapse in the
defendant’s act was a rare glimpse of the true man
who had played the beloved character Dr. Cliff
Huxtable on The Cosby Show. Cosby’s bail was not
revoked; however, he was placed on electronic
monitoring and was only allowed to leave his home
for purposes of medical treatment or consultation
with his legal counsel.
Five months later on Sept. 24-25, Judge O’Neill
heard testimony from a psychologist with the

Pennsylvania Sexual Offender Assessment Board,
which recommended that the judge declare Cosby
to be a sexually violent predator (SVP). Being
declared an SVP would provide for treatment,
additional follow-up and notification provisions
related to Megan’s Law. The defense countered
with a psychologist who held an opposing view.
Judge O’Neill found that Cosby remained a threat,
and declared him to be a sexually violent predator.
Immediately following the SVP ruling, the
sentencing hearing began. The victim’s mother
Gianna, father Andrew and sister Dianna testified
about the impact of the sexual assault on Andrea. In
Andrea’s victim impact statement, she wrote:
“when the sexual assault happened, I was a young
woman brimming with confidence and looking
forward to a future bright with possibilities. Now,
almost 15 years later, I’m a middle-aged woman
who’s been stuck in a holding pattern for most of

her adult life, unable to heal fully or to move
forward. Bill Cosby took my beautiful, healthy
young spirit and crushed it. He robbed me of my
health and vitality, my open nature, and my trust in
myself and others.”
Following the impact statements and closing
arguments, Cosby stood, alone except for a
longtime friend, his attorneys and his PR people.
He was sentenced to 3 to 10 years in state prison.
“Today, justice was served,” said Steele. “It’s
been a long time coming, but it arrived when a
convicted felon named William H. Cosby left the
courtroom in handcuffs, headed off to prison for his
crimes.”
Cosby is now serving his sentence in
Pennsylvania’s SCI Phoenix, a state prison.
Currently, he is appealing his conviction and
sentence, as is his legal right, with the Pennsylvania
Superior Court.
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Jones

Davis

Ebo-Wilson

Commonwealth v.

Jamal Jones, Jahleel Davis & Taron Ebo-Wilson
The summer of 2017 was a violent one between
rival crews of Pottstown and Norristown. That
violence heated up the first week of July, and on
July 6, Isaiah Freeman and William Wilson
murdered 16-year-old Jordan Scott in Norristown.
Less than a month later, on Aug. 8, 2017, 18-yearold Jahleel Davis, who was a good friend of Scott’s,
19-year-old Jamal Jones and 20-year-old Taron EboWilson went to Norristown to avenge Scott’s death.
Between the three men, they were carrying at least
four guns, and their intention was to retaliate for
Scott’s killing.
At about 11:30 p.m., they spotted their victim in
the 800 block of Cherry Street. They got out of
Jones’ Chevy Impala and, based on the ballistic
evidence, they fired their weapons a minimum of
29 times, hitting the victim 13 times. Miraculously,
he survived due to the lifesaving efforts of police,
paramedics and surgeons. As it turned out, the
victim was not involved in the PottstownNorristown dispute, and the shooters didn’t know
him. He was shot because he was in Norristown
when the defendants decided to retaliate.
Due to a citizen tip, police were in the area
looking for a group from Pottstown engaged in
fighting. Because of the tip, an officer was on scene
to immediately help the victim, call for an
ambulance and get back-up. In fact, he was so close

20

to the shooting that he felt a bullet go past his head,
and he saw the Chevy Impala speed away.
When another responding officer boxed in their
vehicle with his cruiser, the defendants jumped out
and fled on foot. They were found about 45 minutes
later with the assistance of Pottstown’s K-9 Taz. A
revolver was recovered from the vehicle, and a 40
caliber was recovered nearby. The 9mm and 45caliber were not located. However, both Jones and
Davis’ cell phones contained photos and videos
showing both defendants with 45-caliber and 9mmcaliber weapons.
Co-defendant Ebo-Wilson pled guilty to
Attempted Murder and Conspiracy to Commit
Murder and received a sentence of 8 to 20 years.
The other two defendants chose to proceed with a
jury trial before the Honorable Richard P. Haaz. The
trial began on Oct. 26, 2018. Both Davis and Jones
had originally denied any involvement in the
shooting. However, at trial Davis—who had just
been released from house arrest three days prior to
the shooting—claimed he acted in self-defense.
On Nov. 2, after just 90 minutes of deliberation,
the jury rendered a verdict. Both defendants were
found guilty of Attempted Murder, Conspiracy to
Commit Attempted Murder, Aggravated Assault,
Conspiracy to Aggravated Assault and Possessing
an Instrument of Crime.

At the sentencing hearing on Jan. 18, 2019, the
Commonwealth emphasized to the court that
except for extraordinary life-saving medical
intervention—from first responders to ER personnel
to surgeons—the defendants would have been
guilty of First-Degree Murder instead of Attempted

Murder, and so argued that they deserved an
appropriately significant sentence. Judge Haaz
sentenced Davis, who had a significant criminal
history, to 21 to 42 years in prison, while Jones, who
had no prior criminal record, was sentenced to 12½
to 24 years in prison.

Commonwealth v.

Joseph Myhre
One of the worst child abuse and domestic
violence cases in Montgomery County history came
to an end on Feb. 27, 2018, when Joseph Myhre pled
guilty to multiple counts of Aggravated Assault,
Simple Assault, Strangulation, Unlawful Restraint,
Endangering the Welfare of a Child and Corruption
of Minors. The Honorable Wendy G. Rothstein
accepted the plea and imposed a sentence of 20 to
40 years in state prison, concurrent to 27 years
probation and no contact with the victims.
The case began when the defendant’s wife
snuck out of the family’s home in Collegeville after
Myhre had fallen asleep and drove herself to
Einstein Medical Center following a beating where
the defendant had repeatedly struck her on the
head. The woman had a fractured skull. Hospital
personnel called police, and the defendant was
arrested by Lower Providence Township Police for
Aggravated Assault, Simple Assault and Recklessly
Endangering Another Person. During the ensuing
interviews and investigation, police learned that
Myhre had been physically abusive for years and
had used PVC pipes to beat his wife; used vice
grips on her fingers and toes; inserted lancet
needles into her tongue, toes and fingers; and other
forms of what would be considered torture.
The investigation also determined that Myrhe
had systematically abused his children for six years.
The two children were interviewed at Mission Kids,
and the story of the horrible abuse came to light.
The children, who were home schooled, which
helped hide the abuse, told about their father
hitting and hurting them “countless” times, often
until they were unconscious, seeing stars or in a
“dream state,” as the daughter described it. They

said their father would hit them and hurt them
with his fists and objects including PVC pipes,
wooden dowels and an electric dog shock collar.
They said he would have them use the remotecontrolled dog collar on themselves on various
parts of their bodies, including their calves,
sometimes causing them to lose feeling in their feet.
One of the children described Myhre’s indifference
to their suffering, as he would walk around as if
nothing was happening. He also pled guilty to
strangling both children and their mother.
Both children stated they had witnessed their
father physically abusing their mother, who
provided investigators with a cell phone recording
in which one of the children is heard screaming and
begging Myhre to stop. Throughout the incident,
Myhre is heard berating the children and their
mother. The children also reported that Myhre
instructed them to lie about the cause of their
bruises and injuries.
During the court appearance, Myhre’s wife,
who has since divorced the defendant, addressed
the court by reading a moving statement. She spoke
of the abuse and how she and her children are
putting their lives back together, saying damage
from the domestic violence affects every part of
their lives. But she asked people not to feel sorry for
them. “We escaped. We lived. So many do not.”
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Commonwealth v.

James Puia
The first homicide of 2018 occurred on Jan. 15.
Bridgeport Police responded to the Dekalb Street
Bridge for a walk-in report at the police station of
someone punching either a person or a dog on the
bridge. The information police received was vague
due to the Jersey barriers blocking the
complainant’s line of sight to the sidewalk. Upon
arrival, police encountered James Puia walking on
the east side of the bridge headed into Norristown.
He had blood on his hands and face. When the
officers talked with Puia, he said that someone had
taken a swing at him at the Wawa in Bridgeport
and he fought back, accounting for the visible
blood on him. Otherwise, he appeared calm.
The officers ran the defendant’s name and
discovered an active state parole warrant for failure
to report, which noted that the defendant had
violent tendencies. As the officers took him into
custody on the warrant, they kept the conversation
light, with one officer asking the defendant, “You
seem like a nice dude, why don’t you just report to
your parole officer?” The defendant responded,
“Well, I’m kind of a bad dude. I just killed that
chick on the bridge.”
The police were surprised by his response as all
appeared normal on the bridge. After securing the
defendant, police located the deceased woman,
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later identified as Donna Donato of Bridgeport, on
the bridge mid-way between Bridgeport and
Norristown. She died of multiple stab wounds to
the chest and face.
The Montgomery County Detective Bureau
Homicide Unit began a joint investigation with the
Bridgeport Police and determined that the
defendant and the victim has previously dated.
Detectives obtained a full written and videotaped
confession from the defendant, who on video
demonstrated exactly how he encountered the
victim on the bridge and then stabbed her to death.
On Aug. 27, 2018, the defendant, who was a
third-strike offender, entered a negotiated guilty
plea to Third-Degree Murder and was immediately
sentenced to 25 to 50 years in state prison.

Commonwealth v.

Larry Samuels
Many Montgomery County residents slept
uneasily from the end of 2014 through July 2015.
For nearly a year, communities clustered along
SEPTA train routes were plagued by late-night
burglaries, where the burglar would break into
homes while families slept inside. A multijurisdictional task force, led by the Montgomery
County Detective Bureau and comprised of several
Montgomery County police departments and other
law enforcement agencies, created a joint task force
to investigate the crimes.
Investigators noted the burglaries followed a
distinct pattern: all the offenses occurred while the
homeowners were present but sleeping, and all
properties were located within one mile of a SEPTA
regional rail stop. Items unwanted by the burglar
were strewn in the yards on the way to the next
home, and the burglar would oftentimes take food
and drinks from the home. Money, cell phones,
Apple devices and purses were the most common
articles stolen.
The investigators caught a break on July 19,
2015, when video surveillance at two burglarized
Cheltenham homes helped the task force identify
Larry Samuels as the culprit. During one of those
burglaries, security cameras showed Samuels enter

the home at about 5 a.m. carrying a flashlight and a
backpack. Footage also showed him roaming
through various rooms of the house and then
taking food out of the refrigerator. Other video
surveillance showed him lurking at the front door
of a home.
Smart phone apps allowed authorities to track
some of the stolen Apple computer devices and
helped the special task force develop Samuels as
the suspect for the break-ins. Additionally,
Samuels’ cellphone records were analyzed and
showed that his phone was in the immediate
vicinity during all of the residential burglaries.
Samuels was arrested in late July 2015 on one
burglary charge and then ultimately charged with
committing 88 overnight burglaries and attempted
burglaries in Montgomery, Bucks, Chester,
Delaware and Philadelphia counties.
Following a stipulated bench trial on June 1
before the Honorable William R. Carpenter,
Samuels was found guilty of 10 counts of felony
burglary, 53 felony and misdemeanor counts of
theft by unlawful taking and multiple counts of
criminal mischief. On June 5, 2018, Samuels was
sentenced to 25 to 50 years in state prison and
ordered to pay $45,000 in restitution.
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Commonwealth v.

Lopez-Venegas Brothers
Two girls, 11 years old and 5 years old, told their
grandmother in December 2017 that Carlos LopezVanegas, 29, who was well-known to the family,
touched their private parts “all the time.” Several
weeks later, the grandmother asked the 11-year-old
for more information about the sexual abuse, and
the girl further disclosed that the defendant had
sexual intercourse with her on multiple occasions.
After this conversation, the older girl was taken
to Grandview Hospital, and the Lansdale Police
Department opened an investigation that initially
focused on Carlos only. But after the forensic
interview of the 11-year-old victim, two of the
defendant’s brothers—32-year-old Julio and 33year-old Wilson—were also charged with abusing
her. The three brothers knew the girls’ family, and
the criminal conduct against the girls occurred
when the girls were in their individual company at
various times between 2015 and 2017.

Carlos Lopez-Vanegas

Julio Lopez-Vanegas

Wilson Lopez-Vanegas

A search warrant was executed for Carlos’ house
and important evidence that corroborated the
victims’ accounts was found. After Carlos was
arrested, his cell phone was seized, but he refused
to provide the password to law enforcement. The
Commonwealth filed a motion to compel the
defendant to provide the password to unlock his
phone, which the Honorable William R. Carpenter
granted. The password provided by Carlos did not
open the phone; however, police were able to
obtain a password provided by the defendant’s
girlfriend, which did provide access. The forensic
analysis found a compilation of four images on his
computer, two of which were images of child
pornography. Carlos’ browsing history revealed the
defendant’s deviant sexual fantasies involving
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incest, young girls and non-consensual sex.
A jury trial for defendant Carlos Lopez-Vanegas
began on July 9, 2018, in front of Judge Carpenter.
The 11-year-old girl and 5-year-old girl bravely
testified, and the jury viewed recorded interviews
the girls gave to child social workers during the
investigation. In addition to other evidence, the
Commonwealth argued that the refusal to give law
enforcement the password to access the cell phone
was evidence of consciousness of guilty. On July 12,
the jury found the defendant guilty of multiple
counts of Rape of a Child, Involuntary Deviate
Sexual Intercourse with a Child, Aggravated
Indecent Assault of a Child, Indecent Assault of a
Person Less than 13 years old and other charges
related to the sexual abuse of both girls.
One week after the jury convicted Carlos, both
brothers admitted they, too, had sexually assaulted
the same 11-year-old girl, and Judge Carpenter sent
them directly to prison. Julio Lopez-Vanegas pled
guilty to Rape of a Child, with a sentence of 5 to 10
years in prison, followed by 20 years of probation.
Wilson Lopez-Vanegas pled guilty to Statutory
Sexual Assault and was sentenced to 2 to 4 years in
prison, followed by 10 years of probation. The
judge also ordered the brothers to have no contact
with the victim or her family.
At a sentencing hearing on Sept. 28, 2018, Judge
Carpenter noted the egregiousness of his assaults
on very young girls over a sustained period of time.
He then sentenced Carlos Lopez-Vanegas to 48 to
96 years in state prison.

Commonwealth v.

Adam Timbario
It was just before 8 p.m. on Friday, March 3, 2017,
when Donald Purnell, 24, was struck and killed
while walking to work, crossing Route 100 near the
Shoemaker Road intersection. Pottstown Borough
Police Officers and Montgomery County Detectives
responded to the 911 call placed by several drivers
who witnessed the crash. The victim was
pronounced dead at the scene.
The ensuing investigation determined that the
pedestrian was struck and killed by a pickup truck
that had fled the scene. Investigators were able to

quickly determine the approximate make, model
and color of the striking vehicle—a Ford F150
pickup truck—and within 12 hours, a press release
was put out to media regarding the fatal crash and
the vehicle being sought.
The truck was located the following evening
when an alert mechanic recognized that the
damaged vehicle matched the description of a
vehicle wanted in the fatal accident, which he had
heard about on the local news. Police responded to
the garage, matched the debris from the scene to
the truck’s front bumper, and tracked the vehicle
back to the defendant, Adam Timbario.
Investigators learned that Timbario had been
trying to sell the truck prior to the crash, and within
60 minutes after the time of the crash, Timbario had
called a potential buyer and dramatically reduced
the sales price. Timbario and the buyer reached an
agreement for the sale of the truck, and the
potential buyer took the truck to an auto body shop
to evaluate the damage. The mechanic told the
buyer that the vehicle was being sought by police.
Detectives contacted Timbario, who
acknowledged selling the truck and having been
the driver but claimed he did not know that he had
struck a person. This claim was belied not only by
his immediate efforts to get rid of his vehicle, but

also by subsequent and differing explanations, at
least four in total, that he had given to his fiancé,
the buyer of the truck and police. Timbario was
charged with Leaving the Scene of an Accident
Involving Death or Injury, a second-degree felony;
Tampering with Evidence, a second-degree
misdemeanor; and related charges.
Following a jury trial before the Honorable Risa
Vetri Ferman, the defendant was found guilty of all
charges on Jan. 26, 2018. During the sentencing
hearing on May 4, 2018, Judge Ferman had some
strong words for the defendant: “I am reminded
that the cover-up is worse than the crime,” Ferman
said. “Adam should have stopped, but instead he
drove away.”
Judge Ferman acknowledged what the
Commonwealth had conceded at trial—that had
the defendant simply stopped at the scene, he
would have not been charged in the fatal crash.
Instead, the judge found that Timbario repeatedly
failed to do the right thing by not stopping
immediately after the crash, in trying to sell the
truck within an hour of the crash, by meeting with
the buyer the next morning. For those reasons,
Judge Ferman imposed an aggravated sentence of 5
to 12 years in state prison.
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Drug Delivery Resulting in Death
Under District Attorney Steele, all overdose deaths have been investigated as potential homicides. From
those more than 200 investigations, 12 drug dealers have been charged with Drug Delivery Resulting in
Death, a homicide charge that carries a maximum sentence of 20 to 40 years. Following is the case of Ronald
Purvis, charged with the death of Kevin High, one of the most egregious deaths among the group.

Commonwealth v.

DDRD CASES

Ronald Purvis
In the early morning hours of
March 30, 2017, Pottstown
Borough Police responded to an
East High Street apartment to
find a deceased male, later
identified as Kevin High, lying
at the bottom of a stairway
inside the apartment building.
The ensuing investigation by the
Pottstown Police Department
revealed that High had arrived
at the defendant’s apartment
around 3 p.m., when the
defendant, Ronald Purvis, gave
him a baggie from a drawer in
the living room as well as drugs
out of a metal container. High
quickly showed signs of distress
after taking what proved after
testing to be methamphetamine
and fentanyl.
After High’s overdose, Purvis
used a shock collar on High to
attempt to wake him, and when
that was unsuccessful, Purvis
dragged High out into the
stairwell, leaving him there to
die while he went shopping
with his girlfriend. High’s body
was later dragged down the
stairs and left at the base of the
stairwell for police to find. The
investigation further revealed
that the defendant attempted to
destroy videotapes from inside
his home, which police were
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Charged in 2016
Harold Burton: Found guilty by jury
of DDRD, PWID & Criminal Use of a
Communications Facility; sentenced
to 13-35 years.
Gwendolyn Prebish Found guilty
by jury of PWID, hung jury on
DDRD. Awaiting trial.

able to recover, and other
evidence prior to calling 911.
Purvis was charged with Drug
Delivery Resulting in Death,
Hindering Apprehension/
Prosecution, Abuse of a Corpse
and related charges.
On April 18, 2018, following a
three-day jury trial in front of
the Honorable Risa Vetri
Ferman, Purvis was convicted
on all counts. On July 6, 2018,
Judge Ferman sentenced Purvis
to 18 to 47 years in prison. In
delivering the sentence, Judge
Ferman noted the egregiousness
of the defendant’s actions,
including his use of a dog shock
collar on the victim while he
was overdosing, throwing water
on the victim and dragging him
out of his apartment and leaving
him to die. At any point, she
said, the defendant could have
called 911, and High would still
be alive.

Charged in 2017
Andre Gary: Pled guilty to DDRD &
PWID; sentenced to 6-12 years.
Angel Leon: Pled guilty to DDRD &
PWID; sentenced to 8-16 years.
Adam Paravati: Pled guilt to DDRD;
sentenced to 5-10 years.
Julie Parker: Pled guilty to
Involuntary Manslaughter & PWID;
sentenced to 1.5-3 years.

Charged in 2018
Ronald Purvis: Found guilty by jury
to DDRD, PWID, Tampering with
Evidence; sentenced to 18-47 years.
Travis Siuta: Pled guilty to DDRD &
PWID; sentenced to 9.5-20 years.
Davi Wilson: Pled guilty to DDRD &
PWID; sentenced to 5.5-11 years.
Patrick Yahner: Pled guilty to DDRD;
sentenced to 4-8 years.
Ronald Brauning Jr.: Nolle prossed,
died while awaiting trial.
Christian Nunez: Awaiting trial.

Appellate Case

Commonwealth v.

Kathleen G. Kane
On Nov. 26, 2018—more than two years after
Kathleen Kane was convicted by a jury and
sentenced by the Honorable Wendy DemchickAlloy to 10 to 23 months in prison for perjury,
obstruction of justice and related charges—the
Pennsylvania Supreme Court denied Kane’s
petition for allowance of appeal, thereby making
her convictions final. Two days later, Kane’s bail
was revoked, and she was ordered to surrender at
the Montgomery County Correctional Facility.
Kane’s path to prison began when a Statewide
Grand Jury sitting in Norristown recommended
that charges be filed against Kane. The Supervising
Judge of the Grand Jury, William R. Carpenter,
referred the matter to the Montgomery County
District Attorney’s Office.
After reviewing the presentment, then-District
Attorney Risa Vetri Ferman concluded an
independent investigation was warranted. The
investigation revealed that Kane personally
orchestrated the disclosure of confidential Grand
Jury information to the media and then engaged in
criminal acts designed to conceal her crimes. Kane
was arrested in August 2015 and charged with

Obstructing Administration of Law or Other
Governmental Functions, Abuse of Office/Official
Oppression, Criminal Conspiracy, Perjury and False
Swearing. A month later, after an employee of the
Attorney General’s Office brought further evidence
against Kane, a second criminal complaint was filed
charging additional counts.
Kane pursued revenge against a rival and former
state prosecutor by orchestrating a leak of
confidential Grand Jury documents to plant a story
in the Philadelphia Daily News that was critical of the
former state prosecutor. The Grand Jury probe
partly involving J. Whyatt Mondesire, a veteran
civil rights leader and head of Philadelphia’s
chapter of the NAACP, never resulted in charges
against him. When the illegal leak came to light,
Kane then lied about her actions under oath,
thereby perjuring herself.
Following several hours of deliberation, the jury
convicted Kane on all counts. Two months later, at
the sentencing hearing, the judge had a stern
message for Kane: "When perjury is committed, it is
the penultimate violation, it is the ultimate assault
on the judicial system."
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In the Community

1
Speaking at student assemblies, participating in
community forums, raising money for domestic
violence prevention or families of fallen first
responders, working with children, helping to
make a community better … These are just a few of
the many outreach events and activities that the
District Attorney, assistant district attorneys,
detectives and staff participate in each year.
1. Heels of Justice: The DA’s Office is committed to
reducing domestic and relationship violence and
works with area agencies and law enforcement to
prosecute those who commit violence on their
partner or others. Every May, the District
Attorney’s Office takes it a step further by
participating in the “Walk A Mile in Her Shoes”
fundraising walk for Laurel House, a Montgomery
County non-profit agency that works to end
domestic violence. Participating men must walk
one mile wearing high heels to raise money.
2. Educating Students and the Community:
Attorneys, detectives and staff speak to students
and community groups about a wide variety of
issues including sexting and cyberbullying; drugs
and addiction prevention; domestic violence;
senior issues; fraud prevention and child abuse.
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3. Explorers and Camp Cadet: Boys and girls
from throughout Montgomery County get a firsthand look at law enforcement through both the
Explorers Program and Camp Cadet, which last
summer included a mock trial about a stolen
bicycle, guided by district attorneys.
4. Community Outreach: Assistant district
attorneys and detectives are actively involved in
communities across the county, from Police Athletic
League basketball to community events like “Touch
a Truck” to charitable giving.
5. National Night Out: Dozens of detectives,
prosecutors and staff members from the MontCo
DA's Office fanned out throughout Montgomery
County to meet residents and reiterate the
importance of community partners in public safety.
6. Wheels of Justcie: The DA’s Office has been
organizing a law enforcement team called Wheels
of Justice to ride Tour de Shore (now renamed The
Ben to The Shore Bike Tour) since 2009. In 2018,
Wheels of Justice raised more than $85,000 to help
the families of fallen first responders and the
Montgomery County Hero’s Fund, bringing the
total raised to nearly $600,000 since the team began.
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Commitment to
Serving Victims
The men and women of the District Attorney’s
Office seek justice. They follow the evidence
wherever it leads and to whomever it leads, then
file criminal charges appropriately. The filing of
charges begins the defendant’s interactions with the
legal system. But beyond defendants is another
group that is just as intricately involved in nearly
every criminal proceeding, at each stage of a
criminal investigation and prosecution—victims.
To help victims, our office has a dedicated Victim
Witness Unit staffed by very caring people. They
work with victims and their families to assist
victims in notifications about court dates and
prisoner release dates, help obtain victim impact
statements so their voices can be heard, provide
information about programs and restitution
available to victims as well as other services for
witnesses. In 2018, the Victim Witness Unit worked
with more than 6,000 victims of crime.
An additional service for victims and witnesses
is help from Turks, a 6-year-old Red Labrador
Retriever who helps victims and witnesses through
difficult testimony. Turks is especially good with
young children, who are victims of crime. She helps

2018 Victims Served
(listed by crime type)
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while they tell what happened to law enforcement
as well as in court, when she has been allowed to be
at the victim’s feet while they are on the stand.
This focus on victims is a priority for the
Montgomery County District Attorney’s Office, but
that is not always the case across the
Commonwealth. According to state law, victims
have rights but do not have equal rights to those of
the defendant, which are constitutionally
guaranteed. Hopefully, Pennsylvania residents
have an opportunity to fix that.
In June 2018, the Pennsylvania Senate and House
unanimously passed Marsy’s Law, which is a
constitutional amendment that would guarantee
the rights of victims during a criminal proceeding.
The PA Legislature must again pass Marsy’s Law a
second time, which we hope will be soon. The
amendment will then be put to a statewide vote in
an upcoming election.
District Attorney Steele has been a prominent
supporter of Marsy’s Law. “I know first-hand that
crime victims and their survivors suffer enough.
Their pain shouldn’t be compounded through their
interactions with the criminal justice system.
Victims deserve Marsy’s Law.”

Do the right thing with

MontcoCrimeTips

You can be a crime fighter in your community by anonymously
partnering with police and Montgomery County Detectives—all while
staying undercover.
Now you can text tips to 911 through MontcoCrimeTips on the STOPit
App. It’s as easy as texting. Your phone number is never captured, and
your identity will be protected, but you will still be helping to keep your
community safe.
To download the free app, simply go to the App Store (iPhones) or
Google Play (Androids) and search STOPit. When you download the app,
use input access code: MONTCOPA.

MontcoCrimeTips is a joint venture of the Montgomery County
District Attorney’s Office and the Montgomery County
Department of Public Safety.

Montgomery County District Attorney’s Office
County Courthouse, 4th Floor
P.O. Box 311
Norristown, PA 19404-0311
610-278-3090

Montgomery County Detective Bureau
610-278-3368

www.montcopa.org/da

