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Message From The DA

Montgomery County is perennially represented in the “Best Of” lists both regionally and nationally.
On a recent list, 14 of the 25 best places to live in the Greater Philadelphia Area were in Montgomery
County. A key component to being so highly represented on those lists is the safety and livability of our
area.
As the Chief Law Enforcement Officer, I am responsible for keeping Montgomery County safe for all
of our residents. But I have a lot of help. Partnering with me in that effort are the county’s nearly 2,000
law enforcement personnel, the dedicated prosecutors in our office and the Montgomery County
Detective Bureau, the best of the best in law enforcement. Together, law enforcement and prosecutors
work hand-in-hand every day to do the right thing, whether that means seeking justice by aggressively
investigating crime and prosecuting those involved … or standing up for victims and their families … or
seeking out new sentencing alternatives for lesser offenses thereby giving young people a second
chance.
Thank you for entrusting the safety of your family to me and the entire law enforcement team in
Montgomery County. I am honored to serve as your District Attorney.
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About the DA’s Office
Montgomery County is one of the largest counties in the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania and
one of the most beautiful, vibrant and safest places to live in America. Helping to keep
Montgomery County safe is a law enforcement community made up of the Montgomery County
District Attorney’s Office, the Montgomery County Detective Bureau and the 49 township and
borough police departments who all work together—along with the Pennsylvania State Police who
cover some parts of the county—toward this common goal.
The District Attorney’s Office takes an aggressive approach to prosecuting criminal offenses
while working to ensure the fair administration of justice for everyone. Significant efforts are made
to protect public safety and prevent future criminal activity. The District Attorney’s Office, led by
District Attorney Kevin R. Steele, is comprised of 149 prosecutors, detectives and administrative
staff who work to investigate and prosecute nearly 10,000 juvenile and adult criminal cases each
year. The DA’s Office also works with victims, the families of victims, and witnesses to assure that
they are given a voice and assisted throughout the criminal justice process. The DA’s Office is also
actively involved in community service and education, with prosecutors and detectives speaking
to groups throughout the county on a variety of topics.
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2017 By The Numbers
Overall Conviction Rate*
98%
Criminal Cases Docketed in 2017
8,712
Total Final Dispositions
9,888
Trials Division Dispositions
7,471
Trials to Verdict
222
ARD Disposition
1,857
ARD Community Service Hours Completed
44,702
Probation/Parole Violations
3,941
Summary Appeals
1,122
Appellate Post Judgment Success Rate
93.6%
Appeals Disposition
156
Juvenile Court Hearings
3,006
Juvenile Adjudications
560
*The overall conviction rate consists of trial convictions, guilty pleas and Section 17s as a percentage of total dispositions, less Rule 586/587
dismissals, ARD cases, cases Nol Prossed due to the defendant’s death or due to the transfer of prosecution, and juvenile adjudications.
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DA Office Leadership
District Attorney

Kevin R. Steele
In two years as the District Attorney of
Montgomery County, Kevin Steele has
crisscrossed the county listening and speaking to
hundreds of residents, crime victims, business
leaders, law enforcement officials, students,
survivors of domestic violence, family members
who have lost loved ones to addiction and many
others. It is this dedication to outreach as well as
his commitment to always doing the right thing
in seeking justice that has defined Steele’s time in
the District Attorney’s Office—not only since
becoming the District Attorney but his entire 23
years serving as a prosecutor in Montgomery
County.
“Montgomery County is my home and where
my wife and I are raising our three children.
Overwhelmingly, it is an idyllic place to live and
work. But we have had some serious issues
brought on by the opioid crisis overall and some
crime issues in a few spots in the county, and we
are taking an aggressive approach to improving
those areas,” said Steele.
As District Attorney, Steele’s priorities have
been attacking the heroin-opioid-fentanyl
epidemic on multiple fronts, implementing a
concerted effort in Pottstown through a
dedicated Community Prosecution Unit and
partnering with local, regional and national law
enforcement. The prosecutors and county
detectives of the DA’s Office have fought the
opioid crisis on multiple fronts, including
investigating all overdose deaths as potential
homicides and charging Drug Delivery Resulting
in Death when appropriate; working with federal
officials to have Montgomery County named a
High-Intensity Drug Trafficking Area (HIDTA),
which brings federal resources and intelligence
along with the designation; and convening a
Montgomery County Grand Jury to hear
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testimony from people affected and involved in
the opioid crisis, then developing a series of
recommendations to improve the situation.
Additionally, Steele has been highly involved
in the Pennsylvania District Attorneys Association
(PDAA), teaching young prosecutors at training
sessions as well as serving on the “Best Practices
Committee,” which created protocol guidelines
for District Attorney’s Offices across the
Commonwealth regarding photo arrays for
eyewitness identifications and the investigation
of officer-involved shootings. Most recently,
Steele was elected by his peers to serve on the
PDAA Executive Board as the Legislative Chair.
Throughout his prosecutorial career, Steele
has successfully prosecuted a wide range of
cases, from sexual assault to first-degree murder.
In 2017, he successfully prosecuted, along with
Assistant District Attorneys Kelly Lloyd and
Robert Kolansky, drug trafficker David Pacheco
(see page 14), who received 40 to 80 years for
trafficking 27 kilos of heroin. Steele was also the
lead prosecutor in the Commonwealth v. William
H. Cosby Jr., which ended in guilty verdicts for
felony sexual assault charges.
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First Assistant District Attorney

Edward F. McCann, Jr.
As First Assistant, Ed McCann oversees the
day-to-day administration of the office,
supervises the legal staff and oversees the
prosecution of nearly 10,000 cases annually,
including all homicide cases.
McCann is a seasoned prosecutor with a
wealth of experience. In 2017, he prosecuted
Joshua Trunk for the execution-style murder of
his mother and her boyfriend, which concluded
with a jury convicting the defendant of two
counts of First-Degree Murder and the judge
sentencing him to two consecutive life
sentences.
Prior to joining the Montgomery County DA’s
Office, McCann served for 26 years in the
Philadelphia District Attorney’s Office, including
serving as the First Assistant from 2011 to
2015. He prosecuted several noteworthy cases
there, and led the Grand Jury investigation into
the death of Danieal Kelly, a 14-year-old girl who

died horribly neglected in her home while
supposedly being monitored by the City’s
Department of Human Services. He obtained
convictions of all nine defendants charged.

Deputy District Attorneys

Assistant Chiefs of Trials Division

Samantha L.R. Cauﬀman

Lauren I. Heron

Chief, Pre-Trials Division

Tonya Lupinacci

Robert M. Falin

M. Stewart Ryan

Chief, Appellate Division

Unit Captains

Sharon P. Giamporcaro

Mark Antonacio, ARD/Fugitive
Laura J. Bradbury, Firearms
Richard H. Bradbury, Community Prosecution
Rebecca Geiser, Economic Crimes
John N. Gradel, Major Crimes
Adrienne D. Jappe, Appellate
Kelly S. Lloyd, Grand Jury
Kathleen A. McLaughlin, Forfeiture
James E. Price, Narcotics
Brianna L. Ringwood, Family Protection

Chief, Juvenile Division

Jesse S. King
Chief of Staﬀ

Steven J. Latzer
Chief of Professional Standards

Thomas W. McGoldrick
Chief, Trials Division
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Office Structure
The Montgomery County District Attorney’s
Office is both investigative through the
Montgomery County Detective Bureau and
prosecutorial through four divisions: Pre-Trials,
Trials, Appellate and Juvenile Divisions.

Pre-Trials & Trials Divisions
The Pre-Trials and Trials Divisions are led by
Deputy District Attorneys who have extensive
experience and expertise. They each oversee a
team of assistant district attorneys, with new
attorneys beginning in the Pre-Trials Division,
where they receive comprehensive training and
handle a variety of matters including probation
violation hearings, habeas corpus hearings,
formal arraignments and bail hearings.
In the Trials Division, experienced
prosecutors lead the specialized units, which
include the Family Protection, Major Crimes,
Narcotics, Economic Crimes, Firearms,
Community Prosecution, Grand Jury and
Forfeiture. Trials Division attorneys also manage
the Accelerated Rehabilitative Disposition (ARD)
diversionary program and work as part of team
of professionals managing Drug Court,
Behavioral Health Court and Veterans Treatment
Court.

Juvenile Division
The Juvenile Division handles all types of
offenses committed by juveniles, ages 10
through 17 years old (or any act committed
during those years if it’s discovered before the
individual turns 21). The juvenile prosecutor’s
primary role is to pursue justice while devoting
foremost attention to the interests and safety of
the community and the victim. The prosecutor
also considers the needs of the juvenile offender
regarding rehabilitation and competency
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development, to the extent that it does not
compromise the duty to faithfully represent the
Commonwealth. In 2017, the Juvenile Division
handled 3,006 hearings, of which 560 were
cases of new offenses listed for trial. Other
hearings included detentions, probation
violations, placement reviews, disposition
reviews, and certifications. For some first-time
juvenile offenders, the Montgomery County
District Attorney’s Office offers a Youth Aid Panel
(YAP) program, providing eligible juvenile
offenders with a second chance to have a clean
record.

Appellate Division
The Appellate Division is responsible for
ensuring that convictions properly obtained by
the District Attorney’s Office are upheld in
Pennsylvania’s appellate and federal courts. In
addition to appellate research, writing and
advocacy, the Appellate Division helps assistant
district attorneys to keep abreast of legal
developments relevant to their work and cases.
Appellate Division highlights in 2017 included:
• 146 out of 156 dispositions in the
Pennsylvania appellate were resolved in
the Commonwealth’s favor, upholding the
lower court’s conviction prosecuted by
the District Attorney’s Office. A success
rate of 93.6%;
• Only six of the 120 Post-Conviction Relief
Act (PCRA) petitions disposed of in the
trial court were granted over the
Commonwealth’s objections;
• Successfully opposed all defendants’
petitions for writ of habeas corpus in the
United State District Court for the Eastern
District of Pennsylvania.

County Detectives
The Montgomery County Detective Bureau
includes some of the finest law enforcement
officers in the region. With the average length of
experience in law enforcement well beyond two
decades, MCDB detectives, under the
leadership of the chief, deputy chief and
lieutenants (who each lead a unit: homicide,
forensic services, major crimes, narcotics,
special services and violent crime), are
committed to seeing that justice is always
served.
Whether detectives are investigating a
homicide, drug case or domestic violence,
Detective Bureau teams work it hard—side-byside with Montgomery County law enforcement
—to the successful conclusion of identifying the
perpetrators and holding them accountable.
Additionally, the Detective Bureau provides
needed support to area law enforcement in such
areas as digital evidence, video forensics,
cellphone analysis, ballistics analysis and crime
scene expertise.
In 2017, detectives opened 1,245 criminal
investigations, resulting in criminal charges
against 156 people. The arrests by category
were 38% drug-related charges (24% were
related to heroin), 39% fugitives, 8% other, 4%
firearms/weapons, 4.5% arson, 3% assaults, 2%
larceny/theft, 2% pornography and sex offenses,
and 1% services.

Chief

Sam Gallen
Chief County Detective
Samuel J. Gallen has led the
Montgomery County
Detective Bureau since
2014, overseeing a team of
detectives, investigators and
specialized support/technical staff. The Chief has
devoted his entire career to law enforcement
and public safety, joining the Montgomery
County Detective Bureau in 2002 after having
served 22 years with the Hatboro Police
Department, the last three as Chief of Police.

Deputy Chief

Mark Bernstiel
Deputy Chief County Detective Mark A.
Bernstiel has served in this position since 2014.
He began his career with the District Attorney’s
Office in 1985 as a Crime Scene Investigator.
Upon graduation from the police academy in
1987, Bernstiel became a County Detective and
was promoted to lieutenant in 2000, managing
the bureau’s Special Investigations Unit and
overseeing complex public corruption, fraud
and gang violence investigations.

Detective Unit Commanders
Lt. Marc Azeﬀ

Lt. Christopher Kuklentz

Special Services

Major Crimes

Lt. Erick Echevarria

Lt. James McGowan

Violent Crime

Homicide

Lt. Paul Bradbury

Lt. Richard Nilsen

Narcotics Enforcement Team

Forensic Services
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Heroin-Opioid-Fentanyl:
A Snapshot of the Epidemic
The fight continues. While heroin, opioids
and fentanyl continued their deadly grip on
communities in 2017, the District Attorney’s
Office and law enforcement throughout the
county have been working in conjunction with
numerous community organizations and other
groups to try to stem the tide of this epidemic.
The numbers are staggering. In Montgomery
County, 245 people died from drug overdose in
2017. In 2016, there were 249 overdose deaths,
so Montgomery County has held even, stopping
the double-digit increases in overdose deaths that
were occurring during the last few years.
The District Attorney’s Office and the entire
law enforcement community are working
multiple avenues to make sure that far fewer
families experience the kind of loss and pain that
an overdose death brings. Although it continues
to be a growing crisis, there are some indications
that the intense focus and efforts in Montgomery
County might be starting to make a difference.
Here’s a snapshot look at where we are in the
crisis, what efforts have been made to date and
which efforts are continuing going forward.

The Developing Crisis ▶︎
Tracking overdose deaths year-by-year
illustrates the emergence of and changes in the
opioid crisis. Fifteen years ago, there were 39
drug-related deaths, but doctors had begun
prescribing more Oxycontin/oxycodone because
pharmaceutical companies had reassured them
that patients would not become addicted to
opioid pain relievers. Instead, many people
developed an addiction and some transitioned
into heroin use. The sharp spike in overdose
deaths from 2015 to 2016 has been caused by
the even-deadlier drug fentanyl.
8
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Happening Everywhere ▶︎
The heroin-opioid-fentanyl crisis is
happening everywhere in the United States,
throughout southeastern Pennsylvania and in all
reaches of Montgomery County. The crisis does
not discriminate by economics or gender. The
Montgomery County Detective Bureau
maintains an ongoing dot-map of overdose
deaths, and it clearly shows that this epidemic is
striking people in every corner of our county. No
place is immune from this deadly scourge.

Fentanyl ▲

Heroin vs. Fentanyl ▲

Fentanyl is so deadly that it is now causing
the majority of overdose deaths. Of the 245
deaths, 166 involved fentanyl, either by itself or
in conjunction with other drugs. That is a huge
percentage increase from previous years.

Fentanyl is 40 to 50 times stronger than
heroin. Just a grain or two of fentanyl can cause
someone’s death. It’s so dangerous that two
years ago, the DA’s Office issued a directive to
police to stop field testing suspected heroin in
case fentanyl was present.
◀ Lifesaving Naloxone
Naloxone reverses the effects of the opioid—
whether pills, heroin or fentanyl—and can bring
someone back to life from an overdose, if
administered quickly enough. All police in
Montgomery County now carry Naloxone, paid
for by the District Attorney’s Office, and are
trained to use it. In 2017, police used Naloxone
367 times.
9
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Partnering Up ▲
We frequently partner with law enforcement within our region as well as the Pennsylvania Office of
the Attorney General in multi-jurisdictional investigations to take down dealers and get drugs off the
street. In October, Montgomery County was named a High-Intensity Drug Trafficking Area (HIDTA) by
the federal Office of National Drug Control Policy. The DA’s Office applied for the HIDTA designation
in order to better collaborate on investigations and obtain mission-critical resources, such as
intelligence and funding, that is otherwise unavailable to law enforcement agencies.

Physicians: Heal Thy Self ▲
The over-prescribing of addictive opioids has
contributed to the epidemic. Doctors are now
taking a serious look at opioid-prescribed
treatment plans and considering the possibility
that a different pain-relief medicine might be a
better choice in some instances.
10

Making Homes Safer ▲
The DA’s Office and the Police Chiefs
Association of Montgomery County sponsor drug
“Take Back Days” to collect unused or expired
medications. For some teens, access to these pills
can lead to addiction. For a list of year-round
collection sites, visit montcopa.org/da.
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Grand Jury Report:

“The Opioid Epidemic”
In May 2017, a Montgomery County
Investigative Grand Jury concluded 13 months of
testimony on all facets of the epidemic and
issued its report, entitled “The Opioid
Epidemic.” In releasing the report, District
Attorney Steele said, “The Grand Jury heard
testimony from one witness who characterized
the opioid epidemic as the largest public health
crisis since the AIDS epidemic. It’s an epidemic
that threatens the lives, the safety and the entire
Montgomery County community, and we must
take swift and decisive action if we hope to slow
the epidemic. At this point, I don’t think we’re in
a position to stop it altogether but we can make
significant inroads.”
The Grand Jury carefully reviewed evidence
and testimony presented to them during a 13month period, from April 12, 2016 to May 12,
2017. The report outlines the “perfect storm”
that created the epidemic Montgomery County
now faces, the stories of those addicted and the
heartache to their families, the human cost of
249 overdose deaths in 2016, the difficulty in
finding treatment beds and the ability to pay for
long-term treatment, the efforts by law
enforcement in fighting the epidemic, the effect
of the loss of mandatory minimum sentences
and the programs that are working, such as
Montgomery County’s Drug Court.
The report included recommendations for
moving forward, offering hope for easing the
epidemic. After taking all of the testimony and

reviewing voluminous evidence, the Grand Jury
formulated “solutions [that] come from all sides
of the political spectrum, because this issue
knows no politics.”
The six overarching recommendations are:
• Statewide Online System to Identify
Treatment Bed Availability
• Establish Treatment Protocols
o The Warm Handoff Initiative
o Mobile Response Unit as Part of
the Warm Handoff Initiative
o The Hard Handoff Initiative
• Mandatory Minimum Sentences for
Heroin Dealers, Traffickers, and/or
Suppliers
• Increased Collaboration and Better Data
Collection with our Regional Partners
• Pre-Arrest Drug Court for Young Offender
at the Magisterial District Court
• Collaboration with Pennsylvania Medical
Society and Insurance Industry
The report concludes: “Only by doing all of
these things, with strategies that cross political
fault lines, will we have a chance at success. We
have no other choice. We have to act. And we
have to act now.”
Since the Grand Jury report was issued, a
number of these recommendations have been
implemented or are in the process of being
investigated or implemented. The complete
Grand Jury report can be found on the District
Attorney’s website at www.montcopa.org/da.
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Diversionary & Special Programs

Being tough on crime also means giving some people who deserve it a second chance. Addicted
individuals, teenagers accused of non-violent crimes, adults who’ve never been charged with a crime
before being charged with a minor infraction are the types of defendants and crimes committed that are
admitted to several special programs.

Youth Aid Panels (YAP) Program
The Youth Aid Panel program, started in
2000, is the District Attorney’s community-based
restorative justice program for juvenile first-time
offenders (who commit non-violent criminal
offenses). Juveniles and their families meet with
trained local YAP volunteers to discuss the
juvenile’s infraction. The Youth Aid Panel is
tasked with developing a resolution that provides
consequences for the juvenile’s actions and
thought-provoking assignments that empower
the juvenile to make better decisions in the
future. When juveniles successfully complete the
program, they will not have a criminal record for
the incident.
Since its inception, 9,086 youth have
participated in the program. In 2017, referrals
12

were up slightly from the previous year with 566
youths referred to and accepted into the YAP
program. The historical recidivism rate is 4.4
percent, making it a highly successful program.

Drug Court:
A Cooperative Eﬀort that Works
Montgomery County has an alternative
sentencing option for defendants who are both
addicted to drugs and have been arrested for
non-violent crimes such as drug possession, theft
or other crimes typically committed by people
who are addicted. The Montgomery County
Drug Treatment Court, which began in April
2006, is a highly structured, demanding long-
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term program that combines aggressive drug
testing, intensive substance abuse treatment and
education with court supervision in order for
offenders to learn to live a substance-free life.
The offender is supervised and supported by a
treatment team that includes Judge Steven T.
O’Neill, the District Attorney’s Office, the Public
Defender’s Office, treatment providers and
specially trained Probation Officers. The program
strives to reduce recidivism rates among
offenders, which in turn makes the community a
safer place to live. Upon successful completion
of the program, any charges the offender faced
are typically dismissed.
In its 11-year existence, Drug Court has been
a proven success. Since its inception, Drug Court
has seen more than 500 individuals graduate
and go on to lead a substance-free life as
productive members of Montgomery County. The
program cuts recidivism rates by more than 50
percent.

Drug Education & Abuse
Prevention Program
In 2017, we took the successful drug court
model and created an alternative program for
18- to 24-year-olds who are first-time drug
offenders. The program, called the DEAP
program—Drug Education and Abuse Prevention
—is a joint program involving the Lower
Providence Police Department, the District
Attorney’s Office, Magisterial District Judge
Cathleen Kelly Rebar and others. It’s a voluntary
program for young adults who are not addicts
yet, but could be headed down that destructive
path. The program uses a combination of carrot
and stick strategies to deter defendants from
escalated drug use and the more serious arrests
that often accompany addiction. Once they
complete the program, they have no record,
thereby helping to preserve their futures.

Since the pilot program began in March
2017, the results have been promising: 58
people have been offered entrance to DEAP,
which is a rigorous six-month program, followed
by additional monitoring. Ten have successfully
graduated and 20 are still working the program.
Nineteen opted not to enter DEAP and nine
washed out. That means 30 young adults, or
about 75 percent, have been hopefully saved
from going down that slippery slope of addition.
Plans to expand the program to other areas of
Montgomery County are being considered.

ARD Program
The Accelerated Rehabilitative Disposition
(ARD) Program is a unique program, approved
by the Pennsylvania Supreme Court, for nonviolent, first-time offenders. The primary purpose
of the ARD program is designed to recognize
offenders who are amenable to treatment and
rehabilitation and effectively remove their cases
from the criminal justice system, giving them a
second chance.
Generally, individuals who want to be placed
in ARD must submit an application to the
District Attorney’s Office. If approved, the
applicant is normally placed on probation;
ordered to pay court-related costs and, if
applicable, restitution; and complete significant
community service hours. Upon the successful
completion of the ARD program, applicants may
petition the court to expunge their record.
In 2017, the ARD program admitted 1,857
defendants. Participants completed nearly
45,000 hours of community service, and
positively contributed to communities and nonprofit programs across the county. Additionally,
$546,221 was ordered in restitution.
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Notable Cases of 2017
Commonwealth v.

David Pacheco
East Norriton resident David Pacheco was
sentenced on Nov. 30, 2017, to 40 to 80 years
in state prison for trafficking 27 kilos of heroin
into and through Montgomery County—one of
the longest drug trafficking sentences in county
history.
In handing down the lengthy sentence
followed by a 10-year probation, the Honorable
Garrett D. Page said that this sentence should
serve as a deterrent to others who might go
down this path, noting that Pacheco, “ended up
in a very bad situation for greed.”
The path to Pacheco’s sentencing began in
April 2015 when the Montgomery County
Detective Bureau’s Narcotics Enforcement Team
was investigating Mexican heroin trafficking.
Law enforcement had learned that individuals
were using working car batteries to smuggle and
transport large quantities of heroin into
Montgomery County. Two people were arrested
in Norristown with four kilos of heroin—three
kilos of which were found at the bottom of an
operating car battery. The seized heroin had a
street value of $1.3 million.
That was the beginning of the “Operation
EverStart” investigation. This multi-agency
investigation involved the Montgomery County
Detective Bureau’s Narcotics Enforcement Team,
the Montgomery County Drug Task Force, the
U.S. Drug Enforcement Administration,
Pennsylvania State Police and its Criminal
Intelligence Center, the Middle Atlantic-Great
Lakes Organized Crime Law Enforcement
Network and four local police departments: East
Norriton, Norristown, Upper Merion and
Bridgeport.
The investigation—which involved courtauthorized wiretaps of Pacheco’s four cell
phones, confidential informants, electronic and
14

physical surveillance, analysis of call detail
records, use of the Investigating Grand Jury, and
other investigative methods—revealed a criminal
conspiracy to acquire, transport, store and
distribute heroin in the United States and
Montgomery County by Pacheco, who owned
and operated D & J Towing in Norristown.
Pacheco was identified as the primary
subject of the investigation, and law
enforcement began tracking his movements in
April 2015. Law Enforcement learned that
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Pacheco would drive his Ford F250 pickup truck
to Atlanta, where he would exchange a standard
factory car battery for a retrofitted battery
designed with a compartment to hide heroin.
With illegal drugs hidden under the hood,
Pacheco would drive the pickup truck back to
Montgomery County, transfer the battery to a
smaller car and then drive to Bronx, N.Y. to
service wholesale heroin buyers in New York
City. Then he would return through Montgomery
County to Atlanta with the cash.

“We severed an artery with this arrest
and conviction of Pacheco. Judge Page’s
sentence was a clear message to heroin
dealers thinking about peddling their
poison in Montgomery County. If dealers
are convicted, they are going away for
decades.”
~ Kevin R. Steele, District Attorney
On Jan. 10, 2016, Pacheco was arrested at
the King of Prussia toll plaza of the Pennsylvania
Turnpike with 3.012 kilograms (6.6 pounds) of
uncut heroin hidden inside the car battery. The
heroin had a street value of more than $1
million. Using GPS information, phone records
and other

information, law enforcement documented nine
trips made by Pacheco between September 2015
and January 2016. They documented that he had
transported a total of 27 kilos of heroin—nearly
60 pounds—from Atlanta through Montgomery
County and then to New York City. That amount
of heroin would be at least 891,000 doses with a
street value of nearly $9 million. Pacheco was
charged with participating in a corrupt
organization, criminal conspiracy, delivery,
possession with the intent to deliver a controlled
substance, dealing in unlawful proceeds and
criminal use of a communication facility. Other
co-conspirators in New York and Atlanta were
also arrested and charged with crimes in other
jurisdictions that were uncovered during
“Operation EverStart.”
On Aug. 10, 2017, following a three-day trial
prosecuted by DA Kevin Steele, ADA Kelly Lloyd
and ADA Robert Kolansky, a jury took a little
over two hours to find Pacheco guilty of nine
counts of Possession with Intent to Deliver, one
count of Criminal Conspiracy for Possession with
Intent to Deliver, two counts of Dealing in the
Proceeds of Unlawful Activity, and nine counts
of Criminal Use of a Communications Facility.
Sentencing followed on Nov. 29, 2017, when
Pacheco was sentenced to 40 to 80 years in
prison.
15
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Commonwealth v.

Cherie Amoore
A routine shopping trip spiraled into a
nightmare for Malika Lewis-Hunter who had
taken her children, including her 7-week-old
infant, to the King of Prussia Mall. During her
March 31, 2016 visit, Lewis-Hunter was
approached by a seemingly friendly woman who
broke the ice by sharing that she too had
recently given birth. The woman accompanied
the family as they strolled through the mall, and
eventually sat down with them at a table in the
food court. When the infant began to fuss, the
woman offered to hold the baby. As LewisHunter turned her head to attend to her other
child, the woman disappeared with the baby
and hurried to an exit. An Amber Alert was
issued.

“This is every parent’s worst nightmare, to
look up and find that their child is gone.”
~ ADA Brianna Ringwood
Law Enforcement reviewed footage from mall
surveillance cameras to track the defendant’s
movements during the commission of the
kidnapping and ultimately found the clue that
would jumpstart their investigation. Prior to the
abduction, video showed the defendant stepping
away from her interaction with the victims to
speak briefly with another mall patron. When
asked about the conversation, Lewis-Hunter
remembered that the defendant went to say
hello to a woman she recognized and
commented that the woman had recently lost
her son in a Norristown house fire. Following
this lead, police located the woman, who in turn
helped them identify the defendant as Cherie
Amoore.
Soon after, detectives arrived at Amoore’s
apartment. When she answered the door, she
16

immediately told them, “I got him. He’s right
here.” She let the detectives inside the residence,
where they found the baby unharmed in an
infant seat. Amoore was arrested and charged
with Kidnapping, Concealment of the
Whereabouts of a Child and other related
charges.
Interviews with Amoore’s boyfriend, family,
and friends revealed that she had tried to
convince them for months that she was pregnant
and even held a large baby shower. When
Amoore returned home from the mall that day,
she lied and told those close to her that she had
given birth to the stolen baby earlier and had
just been granted permission to bring the baby
home. After her boyfriend learned of the Ambler
Alert, he asked if she had kidnapped the baby.
Amoore responded, “No, how dare you think
that’s me.”
On March 24, 2017, the Honorable William
R. Carpenter found Amoore guilty on two felony
counts. At the sentencing hearing, LewisHunter’s emotional testimony recounted the
horror of realizing her baby was missing, the
agonizing wait for the news and the lasting
traumatic impact the kidnapping has had on her
and her family. On July 24, 2017, Amoore was
sentenced to 1½ to 7 years in state prison.
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Commonwealth v.

Michael Hill
Defendant Michael Hill was legally
prohibited from purchasing and possessing a
firearm, so he compensated others to buy guns
for him, some of whom were drug addicts. Hill
would escort the straw-purchaser to gun shows
in the area, select the weapon he wanted, and
have the co-conspirator fill out the application.
Once the gun was unlawfully obtained, Hill
would offer it for sale on the street.
Hill was arrested on Dec. 19, 2016, after a
joint investigation by the Montgomery County
Detective Bureau’s Violent Crime Unit, the
Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco, Firearms and
Explosives and the Lower Pottsgrove Police
Department. In addition to Hill, seven other
conspirators were arrested for their roles in the
criminal organization.
At trial, multiple co-defendants testified
against Hill, making it clear to the jury that Hill
had preyed on their vulnerabilities in order to
recruit them to buy guns.
In the sentencing hearing, the Honorable
Garrett D. Page found that six of the seven
counts of Unlawful Transfer of Firearms met the
requirements for a five-year mandatory prison
sentence under the Brad Fox Law. Judge Page
sentenced the defendant to serve 27½ to 55
years and ran four of the counts consecutively,
sending a strong message that firearms trafficking
will not be tolerated in Montgomery County.

Commonwealth v.

Joseph Mieluchowski
Joseph Mieluchowski was a prolific bank
robber, committing five armed bank robberies
throughout Montgomery, Westmoreland and
Lancaster counties between Nov. 18, 2009 and
Feb. 5, 2012. During this time frame, the
defendant also committed seven additional bank
robberies in the state of Delaware. In each bank
robbery, the defendant entered the bank
disguised and armed with a firearm, held
numerous victims at gunpoint and ordered them
to give him money. The collaborative, lengthy
investigation by the Whitpain and Jenkintown
Police Departments, Delaware State Police and
the Federal Bureau of Investigation was able to
link Mieluchowski and another man who gave
the defendant rides to and from several of the
crime scenes.
A turning point in the investigation came
when Mieluchowski’s getaway driver provided a
videotaped confession to detectives. His
statement was prompted by and corroborated
through the recovery of cell phone records, DNA
and other evidence.
After a three-day jury trial in December
2016, Mieluchowski was found guilty and
convicted of 20 counts of first-and seconddegree robbery, kidnapping and five counts of
possession of a weapon with the intent to use it
criminally.
On May 9, 2017, the Honorable Gail A.
Weilheimer sentenced Mieluchowksi to 29 to
58 years in state prison.
17
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Commonwealth v.

Katrina Sanders
On April 2, 2016, Edward Miller Sr. waited
patiently for the traffic light to change so he could
cross the street at the intersection of Limekiln Pike
and Glenside Avenue in Cheltenham Township.
Across the intersection, Katrina Sanders sat
behind the wheel of a SEPTA bus. As she waited
at the light, she flipped through papers, glancing
up periodically. When the light turned green, the
93-year-old Miller proceeded into the crosswalk,
while Sanders made her left turn, knocking down
and trapping Miller beneath the bus. He was
pronounced dead at the scene.
The subsequent investigation produced
surveillance video from inside the bus, which
showed that had Sanders scanned the
intersection, she would have had an unobstructed
view of Miller for a full 45-seconds while she
waited at the light. Additionally, she failed to
check for pedestrians before beginning the lefthand turn.
During the two-day bench trial before the
Honorable Steven T. O’Neill, testimony
conducted by the Commonwealth corroborated
the video evidence and proved that Sanders had
only waited 2.3 seconds before making the left
turn instead of the requisite 4 seconds required by
SEPTA regulation. Had she adhered to the
18

regulation, Miller would have had enough time to
clear the crosswalk safely. Ultimately, the judge
found the defendant to be grossly negligent and
guilty of Homicide by Vehicle, as well as other
traffic-related offenses.

“It’s the intent of the victim’s family…
Deterrence does not always mean total
confinement.”
~ Judge Steven T. O’Neill
In July 2017, the victim’s family members
requested that the defendant not be sent to jail.
Miller’s son and daughter wrote letters to the
judge requesting instead that Sanders be ordered
to serve a sentence of probation and community
service, including possibly speaking to
community groups and high school students
about the dangers of distracted driving. The judge
took the family’s wishes into account, as well as
the defendant’s remorse, her clean criminal
record and excellent employment record prior to
the crash and then imposed a mitigated sentence
of five years’ probation and 150 hours of
community service.
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Commonwealth v.

Elisabeth Floyd
On Sept. 21, 2015, the defendant, Elisabeth
Floyd, ran across the street from her home located
on Marion Avenue in East Norriton and assaulted
her 96-year-old neighbor, Alfred C. Payne, who was
in his driveway getting his morning newspaper. The
defendant threw the victim to the ground and
punched him multiple times. The assault resulted in
multiple lacerations to Payne’s face and body as well
as a right hip fracture.
East Norriton Police arrived shortly after the
assault. The victim told them, “a neighbor girl from
across the street” attacked him. While paramedics
attended to Payne, the defendant approached with a
vase of flowers and stated, “I’m sorry I hurt him.”
When interviewed at Einstein Medical Center,
Payne told police that “I went to get the newspaper
in the driveway. As I went to pick it up, the lady
across the street, who I never met, threw herself on
me and began beating me up. I never did anything
to her or her family.”
The victim testified at his own murder trial via
videotaped testimony. He was questioned and crossexamined on Jan. 29, 2016, at The Meadows at
Shannondell, where he was still recovering from
injuries suffered during the attack.
Three weeks later, the
victim passed away. An
autopsy revealed the cause
of Payne’s death was failure
to thrive due to the right hip
fracture, and the manner of
death was ruled a
homicide.
A four-day jury trial in
front of Judge Gail A.
Weilheimer began on March 20, 2017. Following
13 hours of deliberation, the defendant was found
guilty of Involuntary Manslaughter and Aggravated
Assault and sentenced to 5-to-10 years in a state
facility, plus five years probation, following parole.

Testifying After Death
In Floyd, the deceased victim was able
to testify via video. The combination of
Payne’s age coupled with his lifethreatening injuries prompted an unusual
motion from the Commonwealth to
preserve his testimony, which was granted
pursuant to Pennsylvania Rules of Criminal
Procedure 500 and 501.
Specifically, Rule 500 states the court
may order “the taking and preserving of the
testimony of any witness who may be
unavailable for trial or for any other
proceeding, or when due to exceptional
circumstances, it is in the interests of justice
that the witness' testimony be preserved.”
This was, no doubt, an exceptional
circumstance.
The Commonwealth turned over all
necessary discovery materials before
testimony was taken, enabling the defense
attorney to prepare. The testimony was
treated as if taken in court, with direct
examination followed by cross, redirect and
re-cross, thereby ensuring that the
defendant and her attorney had a full and
fair opportunity to question Payne.
Payne’s videotaped testimony was a key
piece of evidence used by Assistant District
Attorneys Meghan Carney and Robert
Kolansky to convict the defendant.
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Notable Homicide Cases

Commonwealth v.

Joshua Trunk
After hearing rapid-fire gunshots while taking
out the trash on Sunday, July 31, 2016 at the
Forest Gardens Apartment, a scared resident took
nearly an hour to call police. The 911 call,
received at 11:15 p.m., reported four or five
gunshots coming from a nearby apartment.
Ambler Police arrived on scene, assessed the
situation and made their way to an apartment
where a TV was blaring. No one responded to
knocks on the door, but the officer tried the front
door and found it unlocked. Inside the master
bedroom, police discovered the bodies of Janice
Trunk, 54, and Kevin Smith, 44, lying in bed
under the covers. Each victim was shot multiple
times in the head at close range.
Montgomery County Detectives Albert Dinnell
and David Schanes of the Forensic Services Unit
processed the crime scene and noted there were
no signs of a struggle, no forced entry into the
apartment and no evidence of ransacking that is
common with residential burglaries. Among the
many items of evidence collected were six spent
9mm shell casings, but no firearm was located
within the apartment.
The investigation, led by Ambler Borough
Police Det. Chad Cassel and Montgomery County
20

Det. William Mitchell, quickly centered on the
victim’s son, Joshua Trunk, who lived in the
apartment and was known to struggle with mental
illness and drug addiction. He had recently been
committed to Eagleville Hospital, then signed
himself out. Detectives also learned that Trunk
was a person not to possess a firearm due to a
previous conviction.
During the three-day trial before the
Honorable Gary S. Silow, First Assistant District
Attorney Edward F. McCann, Jr., and Assistant
District Attorney Kelly Lloyd called the murders
“execution-style” and “cold-blooded.” Several key
witnesses testified at trial:
• Charles Perry testified that he illegally sold
the defendant a 9mm semi-automatic pistol and a
clip of ammunition for $800 just a few days
before the murder.
• Rachel Jones testified that she drove Trunk
first to King of Prussia then to Philadelphia’s
Hunting Park area, where Trunk directed her to
pull over. She said Trunk had possibly taken
something out of his backpack before he got out
of the car and disappeared into the dark for
several minutes.
• Rachel’s brother, David Jones, testified that
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Trunk did not seem like himself that night and
that previously Trunk had told him that his
mother “had to die,” and that he “would pay
someone to do it.”
• Det. Mitchell testified seven times during
the trial, providing key analysis of cell phone
data and the cell phone towers used from
Trunk’s phone and other phones, which tracked
their movements that night.
In addition to testimony, a key piece of
evidence was video surveillance footage from a
neighboring home security system that first
showed a car matching Trunk’s car driving down
the street adjacent to the apartment complex,
and then later, immediately after the estimated
time of the murders, showed a hooded male
running at full speed down the street.
The jury took just two and one-half hours to
deliberate before finding Trunk guilty of both
counts of first-degree murder. Judge Silow
imposed two consecutive life sentences without
the possibility of parole.

Commonwealth v.

Omar Massenburg
& Ryan Lee

It was 10 p.m. on a Friday night in March
2011. Norristown resident, 17-year-old
D’Ravious “Ray” Dawkins, was walking home
from his girlfriend’s house when he was targeted

for a street robbery. He never made it home after
being jumped, robbed and shot. Norristown
Police arrived to find the unconscious victim,
who was transported to Montgomery Hospital,
where he was pronounced dead.
Montgomery County Detectives and
Norristown Municipal Police launched a joint
investigation into the murder. Detectives spoke
to numerous neighbors who reported hearing
two gun shots and seeing a man run to a gray
car, which quickly sped away. Two potential
suspects were developed—Omar “Odie”
Massenburg and Ryan Lee—but there wasn’t
enough evidence at the time to charge them
with the murder.
The lead detective, Todd Richard, continued
to work on the case. Finally, on March 18, 2016
—two days before the fifth anniversary of
Dawkins’ murder—Massenburg was charged
with First-Degree Murder and related offenses.
On July 16, 2016, Lee was charged with FirstDegree Murder and related charges. The arrests
were the result of an investigation that spanned
five years and involved seven cooperating
witnesses, cell phone analysis and other
investigative information.
“We never let this case go cold,” said DA
Steele. “A lot of investigative efforts have gone
into this case to get us to the point where we
were able to make an arrest and do justice for
Ray Dawkins and his family.”
Massenburg’s jury trial, prosecuted by
Assistant Chief of Trials Lauren Heron and
Assistant District Attorney James Price, resulted
in the jury returning a verdict on April 14, 2017,
of guilty of Second-Degree Murder. He was
sentenced by the Honorable Thomas P. Rogers to
life in prison.
Three days later, Lee pled guilty to ThirdDegree Murder and was sentenced him to 17½
to 35 years to run consecutive to a current
incarceration of 15 to 30 years on an unrelated
conviction.
21
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Commonwealth v.

Matthew Wertz Jr.
At 5:14 a.m. on Dec. 16, 2016, Conshohocken
Borough Police responded to a report of a woman
screaming and a dog barking at 909 Hallowell St.
in Conshohocken. Upon arrival, officers found the
residence secure. As they went around the
perimeter of the residence, a police officer looked
in the window and saw someone dart away from
view. Police forced open the dead-bolted steel
front door using a sledgehammer and found the
body of 60-year-old Catherine Wanamaker lying
on the floor, dead from multiple stab wounds.
They also found her nephew Matthew Wertz
kneeling several feet away and saw that he was
stabbing himself in his throat. When Wertz refused
police commands to drop the knife, police used a
Taser to disarm him.
An autopsy by the Montgomery County
Coroner’s Office found the victim had been
stabbed nearly 40 times in her back, chest, head,
face and neck areas. Wertz was charged with
First-Degree Murder, Third-Degree Murder and
related charges.
The investigation by Montgomery County
Detectives and Conshohocken Borough Police
revealed that Wertz was living with his aunt for
just four days, after she took him in following his
release from jail.
On Oct. 23, 2017, the 29-year-old Wertz pled
guilty to Third-Degree Murder and accepted an
agreed-upon sentence of 20 to 40 years in state
prison. The Honorable Thomas C. Branca
accepted the plea agreement.
“The defendant admitted he stabbed his aunt
to death,” said Deputy District Attorney Samantha
Cauffman. “The tragedy is that she was trying to
help him. He had a tremendous drug addiction
problem and she was, in his words, ‘controlling
him’ by trying to keep him away from drugs. And
because of that, he killed her.”
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Homicide Clearance
Rate of 95%
Nationally, approximately one in every
three murders go unsolved. Philadelphia trends
lower with a homicide clearance rate of under
50 percent (45.4 percent in 2016).
That translates into 93 of 98 homicides since
2011 have been solved. Just five are still
unsolved and remain forefront in the minds of
detectives thinking of potential scenarios and
additional avenues to pursue. In 2017, only
one murder is not in the cleared column—yet.
But Montgomery County Homicide Detectives
are on it.

Year

Total
Homicides

Unsolved
Homicides

Solve
Rate

2011

19

1

94.7%

2012

12

2

83.3%

2013

12

0

100%

2014

15

0

100%

2015

17

1

94.1%

2016

11

0

100%

2017

12

1

91.7%

Overall Clearance Rate 94.9%

“Our homicide and forensic detectives are
among the country’s best,” said Montgomery
County Chief Detective Samuel Gallen. “We
work homicide cases with our local and state
police investigators as a team, and there is
strength in that approach. We work the case
hard until the perpetrator is behind bars,
whether that takes a few days or several years.
There is no such thing as a cold case in
Montgomery County.”

Appellate Division

Commonwealth v. Raghunandan Yandamuri
The Pennsylvania Supreme Court affirmed on
April 26, 2017, the death sentence of
Raghunandan Yandamuri, who was convicted in
the 2012 murders of 10-month-old Saanvi Venna
and 61-year-old Satyavathi Venna. Appellant
Yandamuri, acting pro se, appealed the sentences
of death imposed after a jury convicted him in
2014 of two counts of First-Degree Murder,
Kidnapping, Burglary, Robbery and Abuse of
Corpse. The Supreme Court found that Yandamuri
had a fair trial and affirmed the death sentence.
The death penalty was sought due to the
numerous aggravating circumstances related to
the murders. On Oct. 22, 2012, Yandamuri broke
into a neighbor’s apartment in Montgomery
County in a planned kidnapping-for-ransom plot
to get $50,000 to pay his gambling debts. Inside
the apartment were the 10-month-old baby and
her grandmother. Yandamuri fatally stabbed the
grandmother in the neck, nearly severing her
spinal cord. When the baby began to cry,
Yandamuri stuffed her mouth with a handkerchief
and wrapped a towel around her face to hold the
handkerchief in place. He then stuffed the baby
into a suitcase and put her in the trunk of his car
before eventually leaving her in a basement gym.
The forensic pathologist found that the baby died
from suffocation after her breathing was

prevented, causing her to struggle for air for
several minutes before she became unconscious
and then died. The pathologist testified that the
baby’s death was particularly painful. A key to the
investigation was the fact that the ransom notes
used nicknames for the baby’s parents that only a
close friend or family member would know.
Yandamuri later confessed to the murders and
told detectives where to find the baby’s body and
other evidence. The defendant then recanted his
confession, saying that two men forced him to
participate in the crime. DNA evidence, however,
linked only Yandamuri to the crime.
The jury did not believe Yandamuri’s story, and
following the September 2014 trial, took just three
hours to convict him of the double homicide and
related charges. During the death penalty phase
of the trial, evidence of aggravating circumstances
and mitigating circumstances related to the two
deaths were presented. The jury then sentenced
Yandamuri to death for both the death of the
grandmother and of the baby. The Supreme Court
upheld both the conviction and the death
sentences.
An execution date was set following the
Supreme Court’s opinion; however, a statewide
moratorium on executions has been in place
since 2015 and a stay of execution was issued.
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Juvenile Division
Cheltenham High School Brawl
On the morning of May 3, 2017, students at
Cheltenham High School were headed to their
first-period classes when a fight broke out
involving two female students. The two teens
backed a third up against a trophy case in the
second-floor hallway. After a 16-year-old girl
threw the first punch, a fourth girl jumped into
the fray, and the four female students engaged in
a vicious brawl.
Many teachers and staff members ran to the
scene and attempted to break up the fight to no
avail. In the process, eight staff members were
injured, one of whom suffered lasting serious
bodily injuries from the assault, including a
severe concussion. The fight continued until
Cheltenham Township Police arrived, who
separated the females and then arrested four
students—three juveniles and one 18-year-old.
The three juvenile offenders, all 15 and 16
years old, were brought to Juvenile Court and
detained at the Montgomery County Youth
Center pending an adjudication hearing. They
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each faced multiple charges of felonies and
misdemeanors.
At the disposition hearing, Cheltenham High
School teachers and staff members testified to
the emotional trauma and the physical injuries
they experienced that morning as they struggled
to stop the brawling students. In court, Deputy
District Attorney Sharon Giamporcaro, who
prosecuted the case, said, “School should be a
safe educational institution, not a war zone.”
All three juveniles admitted responsibility
and were adjudicated delinquent. The most
culpable offender admitted to seven felony
counts of aggravated assault, simple assault and
reckless endangerment of another person
(REAP), and she was placed at a juvenile facility
for approximately six months. The other two
juveniles admitted to seven counts of simple
assault and REAP, and were sent to juvenile
placements for much shorter periods of time.
The 18-year-old was charged as an adult and
pled guilty to simple assault.

Serving Victims & Witnesses
The District Attorney’s Office is committed to
helping the victims of crime as well as the
witnesses who testify in trials. The DA’s Victim
Witness Unit is staffed by three compassionate
and caring individuals who work tirelessly to
ensure that victims are restored physically,
emotionally and financially to the fullest extent
possible. They also provide valuable assistance
with crime victim compensation, restitution,
victim impact statements and notifications of
sentencing and prison releases.
In 2017, the DA’s Victim Witness Unit assisted
nearly 4,500 direct victims. The staff also works
with thousands of other individuals associated
with the criminal justice process, such as crime
witnesses, insurance company representatives,
medical personnel, police officers, probation and
parole officers, and social workers. The unit works
closely with a number of related organizations
and groups including the Victim Services Center of
Montgomery County, Laurel House, The Women’s
Center of Montgomery County, Office of Children
Youth, Mission Kids, MCAP and MADD Victim
Services.

2017 Victims Served (by Crime)
DUI
Burglary
Assault
Robbery
Sexual Assault
Vehicular Crimes (non DUI)
Child Abuse (physical and sexual)
Homicide (includes HBV)
Arson
All Other Crimes

663
572
486
317
88
83
33
26
9
2,152

In addition to the staff of the Victim Witness
Unit, the District Attorney’s Office also assists
victims who need to testify in difficult cases by

offering the help of K9 Comfort Dog “Turks,” who
works with her handler Kiersten McDonald, an
investigator with the Montgomery County
Detective Bureau. The 5-year-old red Labrador
Retriever is specially trained and certified to
appear in courtrooms and has attended trials and
hearings. The dog’s gentle and comforting
personality helps victims cope with the retelling of
the trauma they experienced.
“When they testify, victims will struggle while
recounting the trauma that they went through,”
says DA Steele, “but Turks eases the burden,
especially for children who have been abused. She
aids these victims during some of their hardest
moments and forms a special bond with them.
Whenever she enters a room, Turks seems to know
instinctively who needs her and she trots right over
and snuggles up. Turks is a real asset to our team.”
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Community Involvement

1
Throughout the year, the District Attorney and
his team of attorneys, detectives and staff are
active and engaged members of Montgomery
County, speaking to student and community
groups, participating in fundraising events, sitting
on boards, working with under-represented
students and so much more. Outreach efforts
include (photos above and clockwise):
1) Irish Pub Tour De Shore: The DA’s Office
has been organizing a law enforcement team,
called Wheels of Justice, for this 65-mile bike
ride since 2009. In 2017, Wheels of Justice raised
more than $75,000, which went to help the
families of fallen first responders and the
Montgomery County Hero’s Fund. Since 2009,
Wheels of Justice has raised more than
$485,000.
2) Educating the Community: Throughout the
year, attorneys and detectives speak to
community groups and students about issues that
challenge the safety and security of individuals
and various groups. Topics include drug and
addiction education, addiction prevention,
sexting/cyberbullying, underage drinking, elder
abuse, fraud prevention in community groups,
child abuse and domestic violence awareness.
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3) National Night Out: The DA, attorneys and
detectives meet residents at events hosted
throughout the county by police departments.
Sometimes they even “induct” a few youngsters
into the Junior Detective ranks.
4) The Wheels of Justice Team: The team also
helped purchase adaptive bicycles for special
needs children through Preston’s March for
Energy.
5) Norristown Area High School Youth Court
and Montco Bar’s “Day in Court” (pictured): The
DA’s Office participates in programs for middle
and high school students, especially those that
expose teens to justice, the judicial system and
career possibilities in law.
6) The Explorers Program: A program for
teenage boys and girls that give them a look at
law enforcement, including some hands-on
experiments with the forensic and ballistics
teams of the Montgomery County Detectives.
7) Walk A Mile: The DA’s Office is committed
to reducing domestic violence and prosecutes
offenders. Every May, we participate in the “Walk
A Mile in Her Shoes” fundraising event for Laurel
House, which serves abused women and
children.

2017 Annual Report

2

3

7

6

4

5
27

Prescription Drug Collection
Montgomery County homes are safer following two record-breaking Drug Take Back Days. In 2017,
nearly 15,000 pounds (14,993.81) of unwanted prescription and over-the-counter medications were
collected during the bi-annual Take Back Days. Since the prescription medication disposal program
began in 2010, nearly 50,000 pounds of unwanted, unneeded and expired prescription and over-thecounter medications have been collected and safely destroyed. The Montgomery County District
Attorney’s Office, in conjunction with the Police Chiefs Association, coordinates two Take Back Days a
year, but MedReturn boxes are available throughout the year at police departments, the county
courthouse and some medical facilities. For more information visit www.montcopa.org/1766/
Prescription-Drug-Disposal-Program.
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Montgomery County District Attorney’s Office
County Courthouse, 4th Floor
P.O. Box 311
Norristown, PA 19404-0311
610-278-3090
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