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Dry Goods, Notions,
Groceries, Hardware,
Furniture, Paints & So Much More!
It was in 1907, in the
heart of Schwenksville
that Jonas Pennepacker and Jacob Bromer
purchased their general store and began
Above: Pennepacker & Bromer’s General
selling groceries, hardStore in Schwenksville, PA.
ware, furniture and
more. The store was a
hub of activity where on any given day, residents of Schwenksville could be found picking up goods, meeting neighbors, getting their mail, and exchanging pleasantries. This general store
established Schwenksville Borough in many ways, along with
the railroad that ran through the borough.
Peddlers & Early General Stores: Before general stores, roving peddlers using horse-pulled wagons brought samples and
goods to homes for sale. Once they had accumulated enough
capital and inventory, they often established permanent locations in towns where there was a need and likely profit. In addition to often being the only provider of “store bought goods”
and the post office, the general store served other roles, including being the social center of the community, an
“exchange bank,” community message center, political club,
and forum for men in the community. Somewhere in the store,
on a door or a wall, one might find every type of notice. These
might include local events, elections, auctions, items for sale,
and “wanted posters” for criminal activity.

Upcoming Events
Victorian Tea:
“Annie Oakley, Aim for a High Mark!”
Sun., July 15th
Mansion Porch Fee
Fun in the 1900s History Center!
Sat., July 28th Free
In the Good Old Summertime
Sat., August 4th Free
Fun in the 1900s History Center!
Sat., Aug. 25th Free
Exhibit:
“The Art of Josephine W. Pennypacker”
2nd Floor Gallery Free

What’s Happening in September
Craft Marketplace
Sat. September 15th Free

Continued on pg. 2

Friend us on FACEBOOK/PennypackerMills
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Pennepacker & Bromer’s General Store , cont.

Luring the Customer in: While every store was different, they all had a front that was decorated by tin
signs advertising tobacco, cigars, soft drinks, hardware, and more. Usually, the store featured double
doors that opened inward, and windows that were
filled with notions, jewelry and other women’s items
to entice them in. For the men, displays might show
tools and boots. On the front steps, the latest items
for sale were displayed to lure customers inside.

24-1/4 to 48-1/2 pounds, as it was packed at the mill.
Smaller quantities were not needed as most households did quite a bit of baking and always purchased
in bulk. Granulated white sugar was delivered in 100
pound sacks and dumped into a covered metal box to
be taken out as needed with a tin scoop. Sugar was
packaged in paper bags, with the tops folded over and
tied with a string. During canning season, a single
family might purchase as much as 100 pounds of sugar to use in canning preserves. Fine salt came in 100
Everything You Might Need: When visitors entered
pound bags for curing pork and other meats or to
the store, they were met with dim light, long counmake sauerkraut. Coffee beans were sold whole and
ters, rounded glass show cases, and side walls lined
packaged in large sacks. The store proprietor would
with shelves, drawers, and bins. Buggy whips, horse
weigh and grind the beans with a large wheel mill that
harnesses, lanterns, pails,
sat on the countertop. The
ropes and more hung from
ground coffee was then
the ceiling. Produce, nuts,
packaged in paper bags.
dried beans, and nails were
Molasses and vinegar were
stored in bins, usually on the
stocked by the barrel and
floor or against a wall.
customers brought their
Shelves not only contained
own jug to purchase smallshoes and boots, but also
er quantities. Kerosene, the
fabric and sewing notions,
fuel used at Pennypacker
household items, soaps,
Mills to light lamps, came in
medicines (for people and
drums. Those purchasing
their animals), spices, crockkerosene, would bring their
ery, dishes, gun cartridges
own 5-gallon can to refill
and shells, and small farm
and take home. Toward the
tools. The post office was
beginning of the 20th centucked into a corner or the
tury, products came indiAbove: Advertisement for Pennepacker & Bromer General Store
rear of the store.
vidually wrapped in tin
in Schwenksville,, circa 1907. Source: “Picturesque Perkiomen
containers, paper boxes
Valley, Pennsylvania.” Courtesy of the Pennypacker Mills Arand sealed bags. This was
Sitting on the counter tops, chives
because specialized compashoppers might find mernies sold their products in individual containers that
chandise that included stacks of overalls, denim and
also served as advertising. For example, the National
khaki pants, candy jars, and tobacco. Sitting on the
Biscuit Company packed their Uneeda Soda Crackers
counter was the cash register, a coffee mill for grindin a family-size moisture-proof pack in 1898. Other
ing coffee beans, scales for weighing grocery items
companies followed suit, developing brightly colored,
and nails, and a wrapping paper stand with string
eye-attracting labels and boxes.
hanging in a metal ball holder. The counter tops were
filled with merchandise, leaving only enough room
for purchases and wrapping of the items.
More than a Store: The store was usually a two-story
frame building, painted white, and with a raised porch
for convenient loading and unloading. During warm
Customers would find a pot-bellied stove surrounded
weather, the porch also served as the social center as
by a couple of chairs, a coal bucket and a checkermen gathered on a bench, chairs, or the steps. They
board waiting for two people to enjoy a game. One
talked about the weather, politics, the price of crops,
could find barrels that contained pickles, crackers,
and more.
potatoes, mincemeat, and candies.
Everyone Bought in Bulk: Shopkeepers bought the
basic supplies in bulk. Flour was sold in paper bags of

Albert Bromer had chosen Schwenksville to put down
roots. He built several buildings for his clothing busi-

Reach the site at 610-287-9349 or PennypackerMills@montcopa.org
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ness. In 1874, he constructed a men’s clothing
manufacturing business. Women would piece together the clothes, then they were packed and sent
via train into Philadelphia to be sold. On the second floor was an auditorium for public entertainments and was used
for
commencement
exercises
of
the
schools of Perkiomen
Township. The third
floor served as a
meeting place for secret societies such as
the Red Men and the
Brotherhood of the
Union.

very lucky, they would get to choose a piece of penny candy each. Rather than placing their purchases
in a bag, the clerk would wrap it in brown paper,
tied up with twine.
Payment: Since cash was
scarce, most business was
done by trade or bartering.
For instance, a farmer
might exchange grains and
seeds, butter and eggs,
meats and pelts or lard for
a storekeeper’s wares. The
housewife
would
sew
aprons or clothing to be
sold to the storekeeper as
well. The storekeeper also
bought and sold goods with
wholesalers and commission merchants. Governor
Pennypacker had an account at Pennepacker &
Bromer in Schwenksville
and was sent monthly
statements which he then
paid in full. These receipts
give us a way to see the seasonality of the purchases
and what was needed on
this working dairy farm.

What to Buy: For
many
families,
a
weekly trip to the
general store was a
social event. Storebought items were
“luxuries” for most
farm families and
were
rarely
purchased except for a
real need, or for a special Christmas present. As customers
entered the store,
they looked around at
While there are now big
all the things that
box stores, online businesscould be bought. The
es, specialty stores, and nuchildren looked for
merous grocery stores with
the candy displays,
salad bars, cafes, and bakerwith
peppermint
ies, there is something insticks, licorice jelly
triguing about shopping in
beans, horehound and Above: Monthly bill to S. W. Pennypacker from Pennepacker &
a general store where the
rock candy, lemon Bromer, Schwenksville. Dated: April 1, 1916. Courtesy of the Penny- proprietor welcomes you
drops, and maybe packer Mills Archives
with, “May I help you” and
some chocolate.
you are recognized by name, not by whether you
Boys looked at knives, single-shot rifles, mouth
harps, and harmonicas, while the girls wished for
china dolls, “store bought” dresses, glass beads, and
pretty ribbons. Farmers and their wives looked for
new tools and glassware; but would leave with only what they needed. This included staples such as
flour, salt, and coffee, along with some nails, chicken feed, and a needle and thread. If the kids were

want to pay cash or charge your order. Plan to stop
by our version of a general store in the 1900’s History Center this summer to get a taste of shopping
in the past!

Our General Store will be open on Saturday, July
28th & August 25th. See Page 7 for details. Make
sure to ring the bell for service!

Website: www.montcopa.org/pennypackermills
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A series comparing life in the early 20th century and today.

Childhood one-hundred years ago wasn’t
what you might think. Children were not
necessarily given a chance for an education
or treated any differently than an adult
when it came to the workplace. Below are
some of the startling facts that bring this all
to life.
Child Poverty:
In the 19th
century, children worked in
homes, fields,
and factories
almost as soon
as they could.
Historians tell us that 55% of the cotton
mill workers in
Rhode Island in
1820 were children. In 1826, a
19 year old became a mill superintendent
because he had
already worked
there 11 years.
In the late 19th century, rural families almost universally depended on the labor of
their children.
Mortality: In 1900, early death was the fate
of more than 1 birth in 10. In some areas of
the U.S., infant mortality was 1 in 4. Death
before the age of 5 was not uncommon; and
childhood ended at a very young age. Today, only 1 in about 50 babies dies within

the first year. The
infant
mortality
rate for African
Americans has improved drastically.
It is one-tenth what
it was 100 years
ago. The reason is
improvements in
education, nutrition, incomes, environmental conditions, and modern health
care.
To live to age 50 was to count one’s blessings. For a mother to have all of her children
live to adulthood was to dramatically beat
the odds of nature. About 1 in 4 American
children in the 19th century perished before the age of 14.
Disease: If
your child
had diabetes a 100
years go,
you had to
watch
helplessly
as
the
child went
blind and died early. Now, injections and
medication can give the child almost as long
and healthy a life as other children.
Poverty: About half of all children lived in
poverty 100 years ago versus about 20%
today.

Reach the site at 610-287-9349 or PennypackerMills@montcopa.org
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Like mother, like daughter. Our current exhibit explores the art of Josephine W. Pennypacker. She had talent in both art and
music, playing the piano and violin. Her
mother Virginia E.B. Pennypacker was gifted as well. She played the piano and also
did pencil drawings. One can see where Josephine got some of her talents.
Virginia was born in 1845 to Nathan and
Eliza Broomall, the first of their two chilAbove: Carte-de-Visite photographs of Samuel W. and
dren. Nathan worked for the Phoenix Iron
Virginia E.B. Pennypacker, c. 1871. Courtesy of the PenCompany as a nailer and later a Superintennypacker Mills Archives
dent for the nail works. Virginia, like her
years old. We have two of Virginia’s sketchfuture husband, attended a mix of private
books as well, the earliest being from when
and public schools in Phoenixville. Public
she was 10 years old in 1855.
schools were created in Pennsylvania with
the Free Public
Virginia
met
School Act in 1834.
Samuel W. PenPrior to the public
nypacker at the
schools,
private
Grovemont Semschools for girls put
inary in Phoean emphasis on
nixville in 1858.
sewing and ornaFrom
1861mental
needle1863, she atwork. In the midtended
public
nineteenth century
schools. Samuel
there would be a
and
Virginia
shift
to
pencil
married on Octodrawing and waber 20, 1870 and
tercolors so one
had six children,
can
understand
why both Virginia Above: Pencil drawing of a village scene shows Virginia’s ability as an four of whom
and Josephine took artist. On the back she wrote, “V.E.B. Pennypacker, Christmas 1871.” lived to adultCourtesy of the Pennypacker Mills Archives
hood.
Virginia
up drawing.
was a devoted
wife and mother who always maintained an
The earliest pencil sketchbooks we have for
interest in her children’s lives.
Josephine are from when she was nine
Website: www.montcopa.org/pennypackermills
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The Pennypacker mansion porch is the
setting for an unforgettable afternoon
of tea, scones, sandwiches, and delectable desserts as Annie Oakley is welcomed as our special guest.
Annie Oakley, born Phoebe Ann Mosey, was probably the most famous woman of her day. With photographs and posters everywhere, she and professional partner Buffalo Bill Cody may have
been the first international superstars. The diminutive sharpshooter, who made her own costume, competed in a sport, and in a
world, dominated by men. The no-holds-barred performer learned to shoot from practical necessity, hunting
to feed her parents and siblings. Growing up poor, overcoming a difficult and even abusive childhood, she
just did what she needed to do to survive and to keep her family going.
She fought for safe working conditions, fair and equal pay for a day’s work regardless of gender or heritage,
and for a first-rate show that presented good solid family entertainment. International fame and success
came with a price. Later in life she had to fight to maintain the honor of her name. She put many young girls
through school at her own expense. Believing that women were just as capable as men, she firmly insisted
that they should strive to achieve any goal or occupation that interested them. Her motto was to “Aim for a
high mark…for practice will make you perfect.” and her hope was that all women would reach the “Bulls-eye
of Success.”
Actress Kim Hanley portrays Annie Oakley and is passionate about Oakley’s inspiring life story. Audience
members learn from her experience that with perseverance one can overcome obstacles.
Clip out and return with payment.

Pre-register me for the Victorian Tea with Annie Oakley! Deadline is Fri., July 6. If mailing
your registration, please call the site to confirm availability: 610-287-9349.
__________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________
City

___________________________________________________________________________________
State
Zip Code

____________________________________________________________________
Tel #

___________________________________________________________________________________
Email for e-confirmation

Name

_____ X $40.00 =
# attending fee

$____________
total enclosed

Street Address

Return form with check payable to: Pennypacker Mills
5 Haldeman Road, Schwenksville, PA 19473

Reach the site at 610-287-9349 or PennypackerMills@montcopa.org
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Sat., July 28 & Sat., August 25

10 AM to 3 PM

FREE, Suggested donation $2 per person

Bring the whole family for a day of hands-on activities in our 1900’s History Center. Enter the General Store and shop for food, household items, and
more as you take on the role of a customer in the 1900’s.
Discover what life was like for young Breaker Boys in the coal mines of
Pennsylvania. Try you hand at sorting and sizing coal and then find out
how the different sizes were used here at the Pennypacker mansion.
Step back in time to see what people in 1900 thought our time period
would be like. See their predictions and make a few of your own.
Our vintage horse-drawn carriage is on display and you are welcome to
board our version for a photo op too.
Lastly, visit the Pennypacker mansion for a guided tour and find out more
about PA Governor Samuel Pennypacker and his family.

Sat., August 4

11 AM to 3 PM

FREE, Suggested donation $2 per person
Take a step back to a simpler place in time and discover how Victorians spent the
lazy days of summer. All ages will enjoy the myriad of games, experiences, and
fun they’ll have at the Mills!
Tap your toes with the music of Keith Brintzenhoff with songs, stories & more!
Try your hand at bean bag toss, croquet, ring toss, and hoops!
Try on vintage inspired clothing for a photo op. Bring along a camera or cell
phone and snap a beautiful picture.
Enter the 1900s History Center and experience purchasing goods at the General
Store.
Take a tour of the Pennypacker mansion and discover this historical jewel. It’s
also air conditioned!
Finally, stop by the vintage Car Show with the Delaware Classic MG Car Club.
A food vendor will be on site with food and refreshments.

Website: www.montcopa.org/pennypackermills

Montgomery Board of Commissioners
Valerie Arkoosh, MD, MPH, Chair
Kenneth E. Lawrence, Jr. Vice Chair
Joseph C. Gale, Commissioner

Pennypacker Mills
5 Haldeman Road
Schwenksville, PA 19473

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________
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Have you ever wondered what Pennypacker
Mills looked like when George Washington was
here? Thanks to artist Pete Sattler, now you can
find out! Sattler is a local woodworker who has
been working on a series called Houses of the
American Revolution. He designs and builds miniature wooden replicas of buildings in the Philadelphia area that relate to the Revolution, such as
Washington’s Headquarters in Valley Forge, the
Chew House at Cliveden, and more. As more and
more colonial houses are altered or destroyed,
Sattler is attempting to preserve them in their
original state with his models. The mansion here
at Pennypacker Mills has gone through many
changes over the years and now looks as it did in
1900. It is currently more than twice the size of
the revolution-era home and is a completely different style. Sattler was able to use archival photographs and blueprints in order to design a
model that gives the closest possible idea of what

the house looked like during the Washington
encampment in 1777. These house models will
be on sale in the Museum Shop for $60.00.
Feel free to stop by or contact the site for your
chance to own this unique piece of Pennypacker Mills’ history.

Support this historic site, join the Friends of Pennypacker Mills www.friendsPPM.org

