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History Not to be Missed!
Above: Zoaves & Confederate forces during the Battle at Pennypacker Mills.

Each year, Pennypacker Mills hosts a Civil War event to highlight the sacrifice of the War, and to provide a learning experience for all who attend, but also because so many members of
the Pennypacker family served, on both sides. Twenty year old
Samuel W. Pennypacker boarded a train with friends from
Phoenixville for Harrisburg to volunteer in an emergency militia unit in 1863. He became a Private in the 26th PA Emergency Infantry Regiment from June 16 to August 1, 1863. His service and accounting of his war experiences in Six Weeks in
Uniform gives us a sense of what it was like to find oneself in
the beginning stages of the Gettysburg Campaign. Endless
marches, little food, an incomplete uniform, and no real training beforehand, Samuel’s account provides us with a true
sense of what a soldier experienced during the Civil War.
This year, several hundred reenactors representing the Union
and Confederate armies will encamp on the property along
with artillery units and living history demonstrators. We invite the public to attend and walk through the encampments,
mingle with the soldiers and see what life in the military was
like, visit the artillery units and hear how their power and accuracy helped on the battlefield, and see everyday life on the
Civilian Street. Make sure to stop at the U.S.S.C. (United States
Sanitation Commission) tent to see how ladies helped soldiers

Upcoming Events
Gallery Talk:

“The Art of Josephine W. Pennypacker”
Sun., May 13th
2nd Floor Gallery 1 pm Free

Civil War Event

Sat., June 2nd (10 am to 5 pm)
Sun., June 3rd (10 am to 4 pm)
Free
Exhibit:
“The Art of Josephine W. Pennypacker”
2nd Floor Gallery Free

What’s Happening in July
Victorian Tea:

“Annie Oakley, Aim for a High Mark!”
Sun., July 15th

Civil War Event continued on Page 2

Friend us on FACEBOOK/PennypackerMills
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Civil War Event continued

in camps. See camp cooking over an open fire pit,
hairstyles, and more.
On Saturday, make sure to attend a PowerPoint presentation
on “The Homefront to the Battlefield: Women in the Civil War,”
with historian Paula Gidjunis,
where she’ll discuss what women did to support the American
Civil War, such as spies, doctors,
and nurses, etc. Also covered
will be how women strived to
keep their families together with the men off to
war and losing their means of support and sometimes their homes. Some of these women were local to Philadelphia and Montgomery County. The
use of diaries and letters will tell their stories.
Some discussion of the role of children during the
war will also be addressed. This presentation will
be offered in the Classroom Building.
Gidjunis is a former middle school Social Studies
teacher and currently teaches history at Manor College. She serves on the boards of the Delaware Valley Civil War Round Table and the Historical Society of Montgomery County, PA. She has a certificate
in Historical Preservation, an M.B.A. and an M.A. in
History.
On
Sunday,
sing along with
musician Matthew Dodd as
he shares the
songs and stories of both
sides of the Civil War. Playing
a variety of instruments, Dodd captures the emotions and personal stories of soldiers, their families, and the
mood of the country at this time in American history. Pull up a rocker or bench on the mansion porch
for this performance, which will be ongoing
throughout the day.
See a demonstration of hair jewelry by reenactor
Lucy Cadwallader. Using human hair, Cadwallader
creates intricate pieces of jewelry, such as bracelets, earrings, necklaces and brooches. She first
made hair jewelry 17 years ago, when she discov-

ered an interest in Civil War reenacting. At the time of the American Civil War, hair jewelry became popular as women wore the
hair of husbands and sons in
brooches and lockets, while soldiers may have a watch chain
made from the hair of a loved one
back at home.
Arrive early each day for the battle, as both Union &
Confederate infantry and artillery line up to attack.
The rumble of the
cannons going off,
the shouts of Confederates as they
march toward the
enemy, and
the
flying of the colors
will bring it all to
life.
The artillery units will provide a detailed demonstration and firing each day. Check the schedule for times
and location.
Inside the Pennypacker mansion,
hear the story of
Samuel
Pennypacker’s
experiences as a Private,
see exhibits focusing on other family

members who served on the battlefield and at home,
and see the new exhibit on daughter Josephine’s artwork in the 2nd floor Galleries.
Bring the entire family to discover the Civil War at
Pennypacker Mills!

Reach the site at 610-287-9349 or PennypackerMills@montcopa.org
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Above: Archives at Pennypacker Mills.

Above: Courtesy of the Library of Congress

Samuel W. Pennypacker was quite a
collector and collected
a variety of Civil War
relics. A rather unique
piece in the collection
is a just a splinter of
wood. It is in an envelope that reads, “A
piece of the step upon
which Brownell stood
when he shot Jackson,
stained, tis said, with Above: Courtesy of the Library
of Congress
blood. This bit was
brought from Alexandria by my Grandfather and
presented to me shortly afterward. Saml W Pennypacker.” It relates to the first Union officer
killed during the Civil War. On May 24, 1861,
Union Troops of the 11th New York Volunteers
entered Alexandria, Virginia and captured the
telegraph office. They noticed a Confederate flag
flying over the Marshall House Inn. Members of
the 11th NY entered the inn and cut down the
flag. As they came down the stairs, the proprietor James W. Jackson killed Colonel Elmer E.

Ellsworth with a shotgun blast to the chest.
Francis E. Brownell, a soldier in the 11th NY in
turn fatally shot the innkeeper. Ellsworth was
the first officer killed in the Civil War. Brownell
later received the Congressional Medal of Honor for his actions. Governor Pennypacker
wrote in his autobiography about being in Alexandria with his Grandfather Joseph Whitaker. He wrote "We likewise drove across the
Long Bridge and to Arlington, which was then
not a cemetery, and to Alexandria, where we
saw the house in which the rebel tavern-keeper,
Jackson, had shot Colonel Ellsworth and had
himself fallen a few minutes later. It is difficult
for those of present day to understand what a
wave of intense emotion spread over the land
when Ellsworth was killed, but they can secure
some idea of it by observing what a number of
living men bear the name Elmer E. He was
young courageous and attractive, and became
one of the earliest sacrifices offered up to the
moloch of slavery.” This piece of wood along
with other Civil War artifacts that Samuel collected will be on display in the second floor
galleries during the two days of our Civil War
event, June 2nd and 3rd.

Website: www.montcopa.org/pennypackermills
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The Friends of Pennypacker Mills will be holding a raffle
to raise funds to support this historic site. Raffle tickets
can be purchased before the event at the Mills and also at
the Friends’ information table on the mansion porch during the Civil War Event. Tickets are $2 each or 3 tickets
for $5. Winners will be chosen on Sunday, June 3. Don’t
miss this opportunity to win absolutely one-of-a-kind
treasures!
Quilter Beth Sheeran has made a beautiful, Queen size,
modified star patterned quilt for the raffle. You can
meet Beth as she quilts on the Civilian Street during the event.
A beautiful Madame Alexander doll will be dressed in a hand-made day dress using a
reproduction period fabric. She will also be wearing period underpinnings and a slat
bonnet.
A replica of a 1861 Dahlgren muzzle-loading naval gun will also be raffled.
Used mostly during the Civil War, Dahlgren guns were designed with a smooth
curved shape, equalizing strain and concentrating more weight of metal in the
gun breech where the greatest pressure of expanding propellant gasses needed
to be to keep the gun from bursting.

Sunday, July 15 4 to 6 pm
Fee: $40 per person
Annie Oakley was probably the most famous woman of her day as she and her
professional partner Buffalo Bill Cody travelled the country as sharp shooters
at exhibition fairs. Oakley fought for safe working conditions, fair and equal
pay for a day’s work, regardless of gender or heritage, and for a first-rate show
that presented good solid family entertainment. Find out more as actress Kim
Hanley portrays Annie Oakley at our Victorian Tea. 3-course Victorian tea included. Deadline to pre-register: Fri., July 6.
Pre-register me for the Victorian Tea on July 15th! For credit card payment, call 610-287-9349.
_______________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________
City

______________________________________________________________________________________
State
Zip Code

Name

_______________________________________________
Tel #

_____ X $______ =
# attending fee

$____________
total enclosed

Street Address

______________________________________________________________

Email for e-confirmation

Make check payable to: Pennypacker Mills
5 Haldeman Road, Schwenksville, PA 19473
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A series comparing life in the early 20th century and today.

Communication Timeline:
 In 1790, there was no telegraph;
 By 1880, Western Union had 291 million miles
of wire handling 32 million messages a year.
 By the mid-20th century, there were 179 million messages sent by telegram, but by 1979
there were only 45 million telegram messages
sent.
Telegraph: During the Civil War, President Abraham Lincoln was the first president who was able
to communicate on the
spot with his officers on
the battlefield. The White
House telegraph office
enabled him to monitor
battlefield reports, lead
real-time strategy meetings and deliver orders to
his men.
The Confederate army was at a disadvantage:
They lacked the technological and industrial ability to conduct such a large-scale communication
campaign.
In 1861, the Union Army established the U.S. Military Telegraph Corps, led by a young railroad man
named Andrew Carnegie. The next year alone, the
U.S.M.T.C. trained 1,200 operators, strung 4,000
miles of telegraph wire and sent more than a million messages to and from the battlefield.
Telephone: In 1900, fewer than 5% of American
households owned a phone. Today 99% of homes
have a telephone, but not many of us send a telegram. The 1897 Sears Catalog listed a telephone
for $13.50. The 1979 work-equivalent price was
$1,202.23.
By 1904, over three million phones in the U.S.
were connected by manual switchboard exchanges.
A phone call in 1915 cost about 65 cents at a time
when the average worker earned less than $1 an
hour in wages.

With the invention of electricity in the early 19th century, economists described the following 50-year period
as “the second industrial revolution.” Electricity modernized almost every aspect of U. S. industry and home life.
It replaced water and steam as much more powerful
and efficient sources of industrial power. In homes, it
brought about the huge increase in household appliances, including radios, television, refrigerators, vacuum
cleaners, and washing machines. In 1900, 2% of homes
had electricity. By 1997,
about 99% had electricity.
Electric trolleys allowed people to live further from the
center of the city and still get
to work. The suburbs were
born. Electric lights meant
that the factories could now
work 24 hours straight.
Workers now worked the late
and night shifts as well as the
day shift.

Above: Philadelphia: Busy
street scene showing electric
trolleys on Market, east of
10th Street, circa 1907.

The use of electric motors in industry began to explode
in the second decade of the 20th century. In 1900, only
about 5% of the power generation used in private industry came from electricity, but by the 1940s, that percentage was 90%. Electricity allowed factories to be
built far away from the sources of energy that powered
them. Many smaller centers of industry developed,
causing the development of small cities where only villages and towns had existed before. Rural communities
could build canning factories and food processing centers creating more local jobs, using the electric power
grid.
Night life illuminated by electric lights developed a
whole new set of opportunities for people. Not only the
night shift factory worker, but the all night diner, the
movie theater, night baseball, and of course criminal
activities.
Before electricity people went to bed for the most part
when it got dark and woke up with the sunrise. With
electricity people could stay up late into the night, reading, playing games, then listening to the radio and
watching TV. Electricity created a major change in the
cultural activities of the American people.

Montgomery Board of Commissioners
Valerie Arkoosh, MD, MPH, Chair
Kenneth E. Lawrence, Jr. Vice Chair
Joseph C. Gale, Commissioner

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________
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Vintage Base Ball at its Best!
Athletic Base Ball Club of Philadelphia vs
The Brandywine Base Ball Club
Sat., June 23 at 1 pm
FREE Admission & Parking

Come to the Mills and see vintage base ball as it
was played back in the early days of the 1860’s.
The Athletic Base Ball Club of Philadelphia will
play against the Brandywine Base Ball Club in a
rousing game of base ball on the grounds of Pennypacker Mills. With authentic uniforms and
equipment and playing by the early rules, visitors
are invited to bring along a chair or blanket and
enjoy the great American Pastime as folks did
100+ years ago.

Athletics. Talk about
old-fashioned fun!

Don’t forget...after the game, kids of all ages are
welcome to play “Town Ball” with members of the

A food vendor will be on hand offering cold drinks
and other treats.

The
Pennypacker
mansion will be open
for free guided tours
throughout the day,
including the new exhibit on daughter Josephine’s artwork.

Support this historic site, join the Friends of Pennypacker Mills www.friendsPPM.org

