The
______________________________________

____________________________

January—February 2018

Vol. MMXVIII No. 1

______________________________________

____________________________

Upcoming Events

Above: Photograph of Pennypacker Mills, circa 1910.

Those who visit Pennypacker Mills know of the
amazing collections we have relating to Governor
Pennypacker and his family. The site has always
been open to researchers by appointment, but now
we are beginning to put our catalog records online
so researchers can utilize them. This will take
some time and it will be years until all of the records are done.
Our collections consist of over 45,000 items with
more than 25,000 of these items just being letters
the family received. We use a museum software
program, Past Perfect, in which items are divided
into four major categories: Objects, Photographs,
Library and Archives. We have already cataloged
over 20,000 items and we have begun entering
them online through Past Perfect Online. We have
placed 1600 records from the photograph collection online. These records contain over 2700 images. We have begun entering the Library materials
online, as the Bibles and some of the books in
continued on Page 2

Exhibit:
“Stitch to Learn, Learn to Stitch”
Ends Weds., Jan. 31
2nd Floor Gallery Free
Valentine Workshop for Kids!
Sat., Feb. 10 10:00 am to 12:00 pm
Classroom Bldg. Fee

What’s Happening in March
New Exhibit:
“The Art of
Josephine W. Pennypacker”
Opens Thurs., March 1
2nd Floor Gallery Free
Talk: The Ghosts of Immigrants Past
at Pier 53
Sat., March 3rd at 1:00 pm
Classroom Bldg. Free
Easter Workshop for Kids!
Sat., March 24 1:00 to 3:00 pm
Classroom Bldg. Fee

Friend us on FACEBOOK/PennypackerMills
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Above: The collection contains some photograph
albums. It was popular to exchange photographs
amongst friends and family. This album contains
friends and family from Samuel’s wife Virginia’s
side of the family. This image shows two carte-devisites of her parents Nathan and Eliza Broomall.

clude some great genealogical material for
Pennypacker family members. This section
we hope to have finished by the end of the
year. The other two fields will take some
time until they are completed.
To search our collection, the direct link is
http://pennypackermills.pastperfectonline.com.
There is a link on our website as well, on the
page about our collection. One can also go
directly to Past Perfect online:
http://
www.pastperfect-online.com/ where they list
over 800 organizations that have their collections online. One can search all of these
organizations at one time, or select the individual site of their choice. There are several
different ways to do a search. One can
search just the photograph, object, library or
archive collections individually or search the
entire collection consisting of all four of
these at one time as well.

Above: Photograph showing the Pennypacker
family in 1891. From left to right, Samuel W. Pennypacker, oldest daughter Josephine, son Bevan
is standing, wife Virginia, daughter Anna and
daughter Eliza is leaning in.
Photographs can tell a story. This photograph has
many characteristics related to the family. Samuel
is holding a book which can symbolize his love of
reading, being an author or student of law. His wife
Virginia, the lady of the house, is holding a fan.
Josephine is knitting. She was the artistic
one. Eliza is holding a glass plate of the photographer. Eliza was interested in photography and
many of the photographs we have in the collection
were taken by her. In a different variation of the
photograph, Anna’s hand is on the vase of flowers
and Bevan’s is on the box. Photographers often
had people hold something to keep their hands
steady so the image wasn’t blurry.

Above: Caption reads, “Over the fence is out 1893.”
Photograph of the children and relatives playing baseball at Moore Hall in Phoenixville. This photograph
was taken by Eliza B. Pennypacker.

Reach the site at 610-287-9349 or PennypackerMills@montcopa.org
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Take a peek behind the scenes at Pennypacker Mills and discover some of the
unique and fascinating photographs and
objects in our collection. Each newsletter
this year will feature the Curator’s Corner
where you’ll find out about an object that is
not often on view, but has an interesting
past.
Samuel R. Fisher was born in Tredyffrin
Township, Chester County in 1834. He
opened shop as a photographer in Norristown in 1861 and worked in Norristown until 1908. In the collection at Pennypacker
Mills is a set of stereocards entitled
Perkiomen Valley Pictures that were issued by the Perkiomen Photograph Company. Fisher was the one who took the

Above: Is a list of stereocards for the Perkiomen
Valley Series of Montgomery County views.

photos. The back of each card has “S.R.
Fisher, Stereoscopic and Landscape Photographer, Norristown, PA.” They then
have handwritten in ink the number of the
card and place. There are more than 50
stereocards in this series. Churches,
gravesites and mills located along the
Perkiomen Creek from Zieglersville to
Audubon were included. The photographs
were taken some time between 1880 and
1900. One of the cards has written in pencil AD 1887. These were available directly
from Fisher and also from the Office of the
"Item” newspaper in Schwenksville selling
for $1.75 per dozen.

Above: Fisher stereoview of Pennypackers
Mill. This shows the mill prior to being rebuilt from
a fire in 1898.

Website: www.montcopa.org/pennypackermills
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When on tour at Pennypacker Mills, there are
times when it’s difficult for our visitors to realize
what life was like 100+ years ago. The following
article may shed some light on one aspect of life
back in the early 1900’s.
Many of us are dreading the flu this season, but
one-hundred years ago, there were far more sinister health problems to deal with and there was no
immunization available to protect oneself.
Doctors: Studies indicated that a patient had only
a 50-50 chance of benefiting from a doctor visit.
Up until the 19th century, it was often considered
“beneath a physician’s dignity to actually examine
a patient.”
Drugs: Most drugs used throughout the ages, including arsenic, which was used up through the
early 1900’s, were useless and in many cases poisonous!
Major Killers: Before 1900, major killers included
such infectious diseases as tuberculosis, smallpox, diphtheria, polio, influenza and bronchitis, of
which most have now been eradicated. Just three
diseases - tuberculosis, pneumonia and diarrhea,
accounted for almost half of all deaths in 1900.
Deadly diseases were carried by milk and what
then qualified as “drinking water.”
The great influenza
pandemic (1918-1919)
killed
more
than
700,000
Americans
and between 20 million and 100 million
more
around
the
world. Normally, it kills
the elderly, but in this
case, roughly half of
those who died were
young people in the Above: Headlines from major
in the US about the
prime of their lives. newspapers
influenza pandemic.
Two-thirds
of
the
deaths occurred in a period of twenty-four weeks.
It started with a cough, then exploded inside every
home, business, school, military base, and
church. This pandemic killed more people in a
year than the Black Death of the Middle Ages
killed in a century; and it killed more people in this

time period than AIDS has killed in twenty-four
years. The pandemic was a combination of pneumonia and the influenza. “It kills when the lungs
cannot transfer enough oxygen into the bloodstream or the pathogen enters the bloodstream
and carries the infection throughout the body,” according to author John Barry. Federal, State and
City health departments ignored medical advice in
isolating people and caused this insidious disease
to spread. Today, the death rate from pneumonia
and influenza has fallen by 93%.
Sanitation: In 1900, there was no fluoride in water.
By 1995, 70% of the population was drinking fluoridated water. Hygiene has
improved over the past 50
years partly because almost all Americans have
the means to stay clean
and odor-free. Poor hygiene contributed to dis- Above: Philadelphia waterfront
eases like polio that could filled with debris. This was a water
be spread by germs on source for thousands of residents.
unwashed hands. Modern
plumbing, bathtubs, showers, and washers & dryers have improved our hygiene, our appearance
and our health. In 1950, fewer than 3 in 10 Americans took a daily bath or shower in the winter every day. Today just 1% of Americans bathe this infrequently.
Heart Disease & Cancer: Cancer was not the primary cause of death as it is today because most
Americans were doomed by infectious diseases
and occasional epidemics before they lived long
enough for their bodies to contract this degenerative disease. One-hundred years ago, cancer and
heart disease were the cause of about one-forth of
all deaths.
Smoking: Cigarette smoking had become widespread in the 20th century. Through the first half of
the 20th century the rate of cigarette consumption
soared. This was partly reflected in Americans’ incomes and the commensurate increased affordability of smoking. In 1900, the number of cigarettes
smoked per adult per year was about 50. At its
peak just before 1964, Americans were smoking
4,500 cigarettes a year per capita. Today on average, we smoke less than 2,700 per year.
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Each year, our volunteers give hundreds of hours to help this historic site.
Whether it is giving tours, helping with education programs, holiday decorating, entering data into our curatorial data base, as a living historian, or
any number of valuable efforts. We couldn’t host the events & programs
we offer without your help, energy, and passion for this site. Thank you!
Name

Hours

Name

Hours

Name

Hours

Alba, Tammy

16.75

Famous, Scott

7.5

Nastase, Tony

6

Assal, Anne

95

Flynn, Tara *

4.5

Pegg, Bonnie

13.25

Assal, Jim

51.5

Gidjunis, Paula *

3

Pennypacker, Larry *

124.25

Boyd, Bill

32

Gosser, Gail *

15.5

Previni, John

15.25

Boyer, Sharron

267.5

Hightower, Robin

3.5

Previni, Mary

52.25

Coryell, Vivian

37

Hillman, Holly *

7

Schmidt, Erica *

7

Custer, Carol *

312.25 Hulmes, Ed

6.25

Shiavo, John

3

DeLucas, Margaret

62.5

Hunter, Ash

1.5

Staudt, Eric

140

Diamond, Gwen

22.5

Krause, Linda

14.5

Walter, Sheila

9.25

DuPont, Gail

232.75 Malc, Jan

28.75

Wheeler, Merrilynn *

7.25

Earley, Richard

261

Malc, Stan

17

Wheeler, Paul *

7.25

Ebert-Colegrove, Beth

2.5

Miller, Lee Ann

6.5

Wilcox, Kathy

8.5

Evans, Suzanne

6.5

Miller, Jewel

6.5

Yerger, Chuck *

56

Evans, William

6.5

Moore, Linda *

43

Famous, Kathy

7.5

Murphy, Heidi

19
TOTAL HOURS

Yearly dates are from Dec. 1, 2016 to Dec. 1, 2017
* Indicates a member of the Friends of Pennypacker Mills

2047
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Pennypacker Mills
5 Haldeman Road
Schwenksville, PA 19473

Montgomery Board of Commissioners:
Valerie Arkoosh, MD, MPH, Chair
Kenneth E. Lawrence, Jr. Vice Chair
Joseph C. Gale, Commissioner

Victorian Valentine Workshop for Kids!
Sat., Feb. 10th 10:00 am to 12:00 pm
Come for a winter morning of creative Valentine craft making. We’ll use ribbons, lace, doilies & more to create four Victorian Valentines to share! Ages 5+ with an adult. Fee: $5/
child, with an adult. Refreshments served. Pre-registration only, deadline Feb. 6th.

Easter Workshop for Kids!
Sat., March 24th 1:00 to 3:00 pm
Spring & Easter will soon be in the air! Sign up early to attend our Easter Workshop for Kids!
We’ll make four crafts that include dyed eggs, and more! Ages 5+, accompanied by an adult.
Fee: $5/child. Refreshments served. By pre-registration only, deadline Mar. 20th.
Pre-register me for a Workshop! All workshops & programs located in the Classroom Bldg.
______________________________________

________________________________________

Name

Street Address

__________________________________

____________________________________

City

State

_______________________________________
Email for e-confirmation

=

Tel #

Check off which workshop(s) you are pre-registering for:
___Valentine

_____ X $______
# attending fee

Zip Code

___Easter

$____________
total enclosed

Return form with check payable to: Pennypacker Mills
5 Haldeman Road, Schwenksville, PA 19473 If paying by credit card, call 610-287-9349

Reach the site at 610-287-9349 or PennypackerMills@montcopa.org

