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MISSION STATEMENT

Investigate thoroughly and professionally, the cause, manner, circumstances and mechanism of
death in deaths that are determined to fall under Coroner jurisdiction, such as violent and
unexpected deaths and in fatalities due to public health hazards;
To provide credible, objective, truthful and scientifically sound medicolegal testimony.
To educate and train medicolegal experts.
To treat bereaved families with respect, sensitivity and consideration.
And to engage in legal, ethical and meaningful research.

FUNCTION OF THE OFFICE
Coroner's Duties and Responsibilities
The Montgomery County Coroner's Office (MCCO) is committed to deliver high quality professional forensic and
laboratory services to the citizens of Montgomery County. Our staff supports our obligation to investigate sudden, unnatural
and violent deaths with compassion for family and friends during their time of grief. MCCO operates pursuant to
Commonwealth of Pennsylvania law. It investigates and certifies all deaths that are not caused by natural disease or cannot
be properly certified by a PA licensed physician on the basis of prior medical attendance.

Establishing the Cause & Manner of Death
MCCO applies current scientific methods for evidence analysis and investigations to effectively assist law enforcement,
judicial court systems and health and environmental agencies. A variety of modern medicolegal investigative techniques,
most notably an autopsy and toxicology, when indicated, to establish the medical cause of death and the medicolegal manner
of death (natural, accident, homicide, suicide or undetermined).

Investigating Various Deaths
The decedent is brought to our office, by our staff, when an examination is indicated. The decision of whether an autopsy
will be performed is based on the investigation by the deputy coroners, often times in conjunction with law enforcement, and
made by one of our board-certified forensic pathologists. Examples of deaths that are brought to our office are:
1. Overt criminal violence or suggestion of violence in any form;
2. Homicides, by any means;
3. Accidents by any means;
4. Suicides by any means;
5. Sudden deaths of apparently healthy persons who are not under the care of a PA licensed physician;
6. Unidentified or unidentifiable persons or when the next of kin is unknown or may not be available;
7. Death in a public facility, i.e. correctional or psychiatric facility; or
8. Any suspicious, unusual or questionable death.
Additional Coroner responsibilities include positively identifying the decedent, locate and notify the next of kin, and
securing the decedent’s property.
If you or a loved one is in need of bereavement support, please see the last page of this report for resources.
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EMPLOYEES OF THE OFFICE
The Coroner is elected by the registered voters of Montgomery County every four years. The Coroner follows the
Pennsylvania State Statutes which outline the duties, responsibilities, and authority provided to the Coroner, who
then sets forth and upholds office policy specific to Montgomery County. The Chief Deputy Coroner is a boardcertified forensic pathologist that performs many of the several hundred autopsies per year. The solicitor to the
Coroner is well versed in the Coroner Statutes, and is called upon when the law or policy requires interpretation or
clarification.
The Coroner’s Office employs eight full-time individuals with a wide variety of backgrounds to meet the needs of
these unique positions. The First Deputy Coroner handles all major administrative duties, and manages the
overall operations of the office, which can be broken up into three sections: Business, Investigations, and Morgue.
Business: This section is run by the Office Manager, which includes all billing, receiving, purchasing and
payments. This position also supports the deputy coroners and forensic pathologists throughout the course of a
death investigation, and monitors them to completion.
Investigations: This section is staffed by five full time and four part time Deputy Coroners. All death
investigation responsibilities are handled by the deputy coroners, including follow-up, speaking to family
members, and special assignments. These deputies are available every day of the year; including nights/weekends,
during inclement weather/disasters, and holidays.
Morgue: This section is run by the forensic Autopsy Technicians. This job includes overseeing all body intake
and release, assisting in examinations, preparing test kits, and evidence and inventory management. Our
Transporters are tasked with responding to hospitals, nursing homes or death scenes to retrieve and transport the
body to the morgue.
All employees share an important role in the function of this essential office.
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JURISDICTION AND POPULATION
The physical jurisdiction of the Coroner lies within the boundaries of Montgomery County, and only applies to
individuals who are pronounced or found deceased within the county. Pennsylvania State Law outlines the authority
of the Coroner, as well as describes how the Coroner operates. The law can be found here, under Article XII-B.

The 2020 population of Montgomery County, according to the U.S. Census Bureau is:

856,553
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TOTAL DEATHS REPORTED BY YEAR
The Montgomery County Coroner’s Office is available to take death reports 24 hours per day. There is
a defined list of death circumstances that are to be reported to the Coroner’s Office, which is provided
to law enforcement, heath care facilities, and to any requesting entity. There is always encouragement
from MCCO to report the death if there is uncertainty. The majority of reported deaths come from law
enforcement and hospital staff.

Deaths that must be reported to the Montgomery County Coroner:
1. Deaths that are not caused by natural disease, or cannot be properly certified by a Pennsylvania licensed
physician, nurse practitioner or physician’s assistant.
2. Any death within 24 hours of admission to the hospital, including emergency department and inpatient.
3. Deaths occurring as a result of violence or trauma, whether apparent homicide, suicide, or accident. Deaths
occurring within a year and a day of the injury, such as pelvic/femur fractures, as well as those deaths where
there is a continuum following the injury, i.e. quadriplegia, pneumonia, sepsis, decubiti, etc. There is no statute
of limitations on homicide.
4. Deaths occurring under suspicious circumstances, including those where drugs of abuse, acute and chronic
alcoholism, or any other toxic substance may have a direct bearing on the death, including clinical trials.
5. All deaths during or following any dental, medical or surgical operative and peri-operative death. Any
death related to or resulting from diagnostic, therapeutic or invasive procedures.
6. Any death where a toxic substance, environmental and occupation hazards are involved.
7. Any death where the deceased is unidentified or unclaimed/abandoned.
8. Deaths known or suspected as due to a communicable disease and constituting a health hazard.
9. Any death occurring in a correctional facility (County jail, State prison), in police custody, a patient in a
State hospital, or considered a ward of the State.
10. All deaths following animal or insect bites, or suspected allergic reactions.
11. Maternal deaths within 90 days of delivery. All fetal deaths (stillbirths) after 16 weeks maternal gestation,
or where the mother is under the influence of alcohol or drugs of abuse.
12. Funeral directors are required to report all deaths in which the body is to be cremated, buried at sea or
otherwise disposed of so as to be thereafter unavailable for examination.
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REPORTED DEATHS BY REPORTABLE TYPE
All reported deaths are answered by Deputy Coroners. It is their job to gather as much information as they can
regarding the decedent’s demographics, including next of kin information, the circumstances surrounding the death
and the decedent’s medical history. It is the Deputy Coroner’s decision to determine if Coroner jurisdiction applies. In
many cases, the death is considered reportable, and meets the following criteria: (1) it is a natural death, (2) there is
a known medical history, (3) there is no suspicion, and (4) there is a PA licensed physician, nurse practitioner or
physician’s assistant that is willing to sign the death certificate. These reportable deaths are classified as “Referrals,”
meaning they were referred to the Coroner’s Office, but jurisdiction was declined. All other reported deaths that are
considered unnatural, involve injuries, violence, unknown or suspicious circumstances, if the death is sudden or
unexpected, or there is no PA licensed physician/CRNP/PA to sign the death certificate, the Coroner’s Office will
assume jurisdiction, and it is called a “Case.”
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CREMATIONS

The Coroner’s Office is required by law to investigate and approve all cremations where the death occurred within
Montgomery County. The human body is the greatest piece of evidence when a Coroner determines a cause and
manner of death, or to determine if any criminal acts are present. By reviewing and approving all cremation
requests, the Coroner’s Office is afforded the opportunity to investigate the death before the body is cremated, and
potentially examine the body that would otherwise go unexamined. Funeral Directors are responsible for submitting
the cremation request and completed death certificate, so the review and approval can take place by the Deputy
Coroners.

It took several years to design and develop the new digital cremation permit process that was deployed in late 2020.
Once fully operational, all cremation requests will be submitted by the funeral homes and crematories through our online portal.
This will do away with paper permits and monthly billing. All permits will be stored digitally within our software.
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EXAMINATIONS BY YEAR
The majority of cases accepted by the Coroner’s Office require an examination by one of our board certified forensic
pathologists. The type of examination is determined by the pathologist after reviewing the circumstances
surrounding the death that is gathered by one of the deputy coroners. The extent of the examination may include the
following: an external examination, a partial or limited internal examination, head only examination, or full autopsy.
An autopsy is a systematic examination of the body, both externally and internally. Each organ is carefully inspected
and dissected. This process can document disease, identify injuries, or recover evidence such as hair, fibers, or
projectiles. In addition to the examination, our office requests toxicology on nearly all bodies that come through the
doors. Toxicology can identify and quantify numerous drugs and medications, such as illicit drugs, prescription
medications, and over-the-counter medications. We can also request chemistry labs, microbiology (viral/bacterial
testing), histology, forensic odontology, and forensic anthropology when needed.
An autopsy and toxicology are the greatest tools to discover how (cause) and why (manner) someone died. In a
small percentage of deaths, however, all of the above testing may not reveal a specific cause and manner of death.
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FULL AUTOPSIES BY MANNER OF DEATH

The Coroner’s Office weighs many factors in order to determine whether an autopsy should be performed. The decision is
based on the information gathered by the deputy coroners regarding the circumstances surrounding the death. The forensic
pathologist makes the decision on whether or not an autopsy should be performed. A full autopsy is almost always indicated
in cases of suicide, accidental deaths due to injury or drug overdose, and homicide.

11 | P a g e

CASE AGE BY MANNER FOR FULL AUTOPSIES

On average, final examination reports take about 8-12 weeks to be completed. Once the examination report is
submitted by the forensic pathologist, the case is ready for final review and can be closed. More complex or
complicated cases often take longer due to additional testing, medical records review, and investigation. As you
can see above, cases that are ultimately found to have an “Undetermined” manner of death take the longest,
because it is often as a result of a diagnosis of exclusion, or the exact cause or manner of death could not be
definitively determined after investigation, research, or testing. Deaths due to trauma, such as accident, suicide
or homicide, have a faster completion time.
One of the three autopsy suites located within the Montgomery County morgue.
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CORONER CASE AND SCENE RESPONSE TOTALS
The Montgomery County Coroner’s Office responds to numerous death scenes every week. The deputy coroners take the
initial report over the phone, and it is their decision, based on the circumstances of the death, to respond to the death scene.
Scene response includes taking photographs, interviewing family members or witnesses, and conducting a brief
examination of the body. Deputy coroners note the body position, clothing, jewelry/valuables, rigor and livor mortis, and
any injuries, to name a few. The majority of scene responses are for deaths that are suspected to be accident, suicide,
homicide or sudden and unexpected.

The Montgomery County Coroner transport and response vehicles in front of the Montgomery County Department of Public Safety.
Vehicles are purchased using annual grant money received from the Pennsylvania Vital Statistics Improvement Act.
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CORONER DEATH SCENE RESPONSE

Deputy Coroners respond to a variety of death scenes, including all suspicious and traumatic deaths. The death
scene can be a residence, field, roadway, or any number of locations within Montgomery County.
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CORONER DEATH SCENE REPONSE BY TYPE OF DEATH LOCATION

Location

Count

Location

Count

Business

8

Park

4

Cemetery

1

Parking Lot

4

Church Property

1

Residence

Construction Site

1

Residence of Another

35

Correctional Facility

4

Roadway

21

Facility

3

Sidewalk

3

Golf Course

1

Train Tracks

3

Hospital

9

Warehouse

1

Hotel / Motel

29

Workplace

1

Natural Area

3

242
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CORONER CASES BY TOWNSHIP / BOROUGH OF DEATH

Location of Death

Count

Abington Township

403

Ambler Borough
Bridgeport Borough
Cheltenham Township

Location of Death

Count

Other - Out of Montgomery County

3

19

Pennsburg Borough

5

3

Perkiomen Township

1

44

Plymouth Township

19

Collegeville Borough

6

Pottstown Borough

107

Conshohocken Borough

4

Red Hill Borough

1

Douglass Township

6

Rockledge Borough

2

East Greenville Borough

2

Royersford Borough

8

Salford Township

2

Schwenksville Borough

2

East Norriton Township
Franconia Township

172
23

Hatboro Borough

6

Skippack Township

Hatfield Borough

10

Souderton Borough

Hatfield Township

97

Springfield Township

Horsham Township

44

Telford Borough

Jenkintown Borough

4

Towamencin Township

Lansdale Borough

23

Trappe Borough

Limerick Township

13

Upper Dublin Township

Lower Frederick Township
Lower Gwynedd Township
Lower Merion Township
Lower Moreland Township

14
6
34
2
35
7
20

5

Upper Frederick Township

2

25

Upper Gwynedd Township

24

355

Upper Hanover Township

1

12

Upper Merion Township

38

Upper Moreland Township

28

Lower Pottsgrove Township

6

Lower Providence Township

28

Upper Pottsgrove Township

4

Lower Salford Township

9

Upper Providence Township

32

Marlborough Township

5

West Conshohocken Borough

Montgomery Township

46

West Norriton Township

4
20

Narberth Borough

3

West Pottsgrove Township

New Hanover Township

9

Whitemarsh Township

24

Norristown

1

Whitpain Township

16

Norristown Borough
North Wales Borough

101

Worcester Township

8

6

5
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Coroner Investigations by Location of Death
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The municipalities with dense population that also contain one or more major hospitals
are seen in dark red, indicating the highest number of Coroner Cases.
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EMERGENCY DEPARTMENT CALLS BY MONTH

There are nine hospitals within Montgomery County:
Abington Hospital Jefferson Health

Abington, PA (Abington Township)

Abington-Lansdale Hospital Jefferson Health

Lansdale, PA (Hatfield Township)

Bryn Mawr Hospital

Bryn Mawr, PA (Lower Merion Township)

Einstein Medical Center Elkins Park

Elkins Park, PA (Cheltenham Township)

Einstein Medical Center Montgomery

Norristown, PA (East Norriton Township)

Holy Redeemer Hospital

Meadowbrook, PA (Abington Township)

Lankenau Medical Center

Wynnewood, PA (Lower Merion Township)

Pottstown Hospital Tower Health

Pottstown, PA (Pottstown Borough)

Suburban Community Hospital

Norristown, PA (East Norriton Township)

All deaths that occur within any of the nine emergency departments must be reported to the Coroner’s Office regardless of the circumstances
surrounding the death, and it must be done in a timely manner. These deaths are typically reported by a nurse or physician within the
emergency department. Other hospital staff members or nurse managers can report the death as well. It will be the Deputy Coroner’s decision
on whether or not the death will be a case or referral. If the death is determined to be a referral, it is the Deputy Coroner’s responsibility to
ensure that a PA licensed physician/CRNP/PA will be able to sign the death certificate. All cases are brought to the morgue by the coroner
transporters.
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MANNER OF DEATH BY NUMBER AND PERCENTAGE
One of the main responsibilities of the coroner’s office is to determine the manner of death. The manner of death is a
classification of death based on the circumstances surrounding the cause of death and how that cause came to be. There are
five manners of death: Natural, Suicide, Accident, Homicide and Undetermined. The manner of death is one of the items
that must be reported on the death certificate. The manner of death was added to the US Standard Certificate of Death in
1910, it was added by public health officials as a way to code and classify cause of death information for statistical
purposes. It should be noted that the medical-legal definition of Homicide means death caused by another, and is not based
on intent. A ruling of Homicide does not indicate or imply criminal intent.
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NATURAL DEATHS
Natural deaths are caused by any of the known or unknown diseases of the human body. The primary listed causes
of death in the United States are heart disease, cancer, and lung disease.
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NATURAL DEATHS BY TYPE

The primary cause of natural deaths investigated by the Coroner’s office is a medical term called
atherosclerotic cardiovascular disease (ASCVD). This is a build-up of plaque in the arteries of the
heart, also called coronary artery disease, which can restrict or block blood flow to the heart muscle.

To learn more, please visit: www.CDC.gov/heartdisease

Coronary artery disease is caused
by plaque buildup in the wall of
the arteries that supply blood to the
heart (called coronary arteries).
Plaque is made up of cholesterol
deposits. Plaque buildup causes the
inside of the arteries to narrow
over time. This process is called
atherosclerosis.
*Image and text from www.CDC.gov
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Natural deaths by sub-category:
Type of Death
Alcoholism

Count
24

Type of Death

Count

Digestive - Ischemic Bowel / Colitis

2

Cancer - Colon

1

Digestive - Other

1

Cancer - Liver

1

Endocrine

2

Cancer - Lung

5

Failure to Thrive

3

Cancer - Other

1

Fetal Demise - Cord

1

Cancer - Rectal

1

Fetal Demise - Placental

1

Cancer - Unknown Primary

1

Fetal Demise - Still Birth

4

Cancer - Uterus

1

Fetal Demise - Unknown Etiology

3

Cardiac - Arrhythmia

2

Genetic Abnormality

2

Hemorrhage - Abdominal Vascular
Rupture

2

Infection - Endocarditis

4

11

Infection - Interstitial Pneumonitis

1

Cardiac - Congenital

2

Infection - Pneumonia - Aspiration

1

Cardiac - Congestive Heart Failure

8

Infection - Pneumonia - Non Aspiration

4

Infection - Respiratory

2

Cardiac - ASCVD
Cardiac - Cardiomegaly
Cardiac - Cardiomyopathy

204
7

Cardiac - Hypertensive Cardiovascular
Disease

69

Cardiac - Ruptured Aortic Dissection /
Aneurysm

5

Infection - Sepsis

9

Cardiac - Tamponade

1

Liver - Cirrhosis - Alcoholic

2

Cardiac - Valve Insufficiency

2

Liver - Cirrhosis - Non Alcoholic

3

CNS - Cerebrovascular Disease

1

Liver - Failure

1

CNS - CVA/Stroke (Hemorrhagic)

8

Liver - Steatosis

2

CNS - CVA/Stroke (Ischemic)

2

Obesity - Complications of

1

CNS - Seizure Disorder

4

Prematurity

4

Pulmonary - Asthma

1

Pulmonary - COPD

12

11

Pulmonary - Embolism

20

Digestive - Bowel Perforation /
Obstruction

2

Pulmonary - Interstitial

2

Digestive - Gastrointestinal Hemorrhage

8

Renal Failure

6

COVID-19
COVID-19 Related
Diabetes Mellitus

750
8
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COVID-19 Death Investigations

March 22, 2020: The date in which MCCO investigated its first COVID-19 related death. Pennsylvania law requires
all deaths that are suspected or due to a communicable disease be reported to the Coroner’s Office. The Coroner has
many responsibilities, one of which is to make the public aware of any death trends, to spearhead warnings of
outbreak, and to lead in terms of postmortem care. Quickly, MCCO sent out memos to the hospitals and nursing
homes, with guidelines regarding reporting the deaths and how to reduce the transmission with regard to handling
infected remains. The Coroner’s Office quickly partnered with, and continues to collaborate with, the Office of Public
Health, to accurately account for COVID-19 related deaths. These graphs only represent deaths that were reported to
the Coroner’s Office.
At the onset of the pandemic,
the Coroner’s Office was
investigating COVID-19 related
deaths. It was paramount to
confirm the diagnosis as well as
medically confirm the virus
contributed to the death in some
way. The PA Department of
Heath required all of these
deaths have electronic death
certificates, which very few
facilities were on boarded and
trained. The Coroner’s Office
took on this burden for several
months until the hospitals and
nursing homes could perform
this task.
As you can see, when
comparing the COVID-19
deaths by month, it follows the
same pattern as the case and
referral count, where the green
represents cases, and the switch
to the orange after several
months, making them referrals.
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The Coroner’s Office is only responsible for deaths that occur within Montgomery County. There were several
COVID-19 related deaths where the individual resided outside of the County, but died within our borders. These
graphs only represent deaths that were reported to the Coroner’s Office.
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In addition to investigating COVID-19 related deaths, there were many instances where the individual had died prior
to receiving a PCR test or the test results had not been returned yet from the lab. The Coroner’s Office maintained a
working list of deaths that fell into these categories. It was easier for the Coroner’s Office to run postmortem swabs,
and follow up on hospital lab results. This would allow for accurate death records, as well as relieve this burden from
hospitals. The Coroner’s Office performed 194 postmortem nasopharyngeal swabs, sometimes travelling a great
distance to ensure testing was performed, often times it was requested by families or funeral homes.
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SUICIDE DEATHS
Suicide deaths are caused by a self-inflicted intentional injury, either physical or chemical, such as gunshot wound,
hanging or drug overdose.
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SUICIDE DEATHS BY TYPE
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SUICIDES BY AGE AND GENDER
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ACCIDENTAL DEATHS
Accidental deaths are caused by an unintentional injury, either physical or chemical, such as a fall, motor vehicle
crash, or drug overdose. An accidental death can still result in homicide charges by the District Attorney if the injury
was caused by someone else’s actions, regardless of intent.
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NON-TRAFFIC ACCIDENTAL DEATHS
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ACCIDENT (NON-TRAFFIC) DEATHS BY TYPE

Type of Death

Count

Type of Death

Count

Anaphylaxis (Food)

1

Environmental Exposure - Hypothermia

2

Asphyxiation

1

Fall - Against Object

3

Asphyxiation (Positional)

2

Fall - Down Stairs

12

Choking (Foodstuffs)

5

Fall - From Height

2

COVID-19 Related

24

Fall - Same Level Fall

204

Crushing

6

Fire

2

Drowning

4

Industrial Accidents (All)

1

Other / Unknown

3

Therapeutic Misadventure

4

Drugs, Narcotics, Alcohol

230

Electrocution

1

Environmental Exposure - Hyperthermia

1
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ACCIDENT (DRUG RELATED) DEATHS
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ACCIDENT (DRUG RELATED) BY TOWNSHIP OF DEATH

Location of Death

Count

Abington Township

15

Pennsburg Borough

1

Ambler Borough

3

Plymouth Township

7

Cheltenham Township

4

Pottstown Borough

32

East Norriton Township

15

Royersford Borough

1

Franconia Township

1

Skippack Township

3

Hatboro Borough

2

Souderton Borough

2

Hatfield Borough

2

Springfield Township

1

Hatfield Township

2

Towamencin Township

2

Horsham Township

3

Trappe Borough

3

Lansdale Borough

6

Upper Dublin Township

6

Limerick Township

3

Upper Gwynedd Township

2

1

Upper Merion Township

9

Upper Moreland Township

9

Lower Gwynedd Township
Lower Merion Township

24

Location of Death

Count

Lower Moreland Township

3

Upper Pottsgrove Township

2

Lower Pottsgrove Township

2

Upper Providence Township

4

Lower Providence Township

8

West Conshohocken Borough

1

Lower Salford Township

3

West Norriton Township

5

Marlborough Township

3

West Pottsgrove Township

1

Montgomery Township

3

Whitemarsh Township

1

Whitpain Township

1

Worcester Township

2

Norristown Borough
North Wales Borough

31
1
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Drug Related Deaths by Location of Death
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Drug Related Deaths by Location of Death (Density)
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Montgomery County Office of Drug and Alcohol

CASE MANAGEMENT
SERVICES

Main Phone 610-278-3642

Drug & Alcohol
Information and Advocacy Service

1-800-221-6333
Assisting persons experiencing drug
and alcohol problems, or seeking help
for a family member, friend or colleague.

GET HELP NOW HOTLINE 1-800-662-HELP

There are four Drug and Alcohol Case Management
Offices located in Montgomery County. Trained staff at
each location determines the needs of each individual
and makes arrangements for appropriate kinds of
treatment. For information about all services, please
call one of the offices listed below:
Creative Health Services
11 Robinson Street
Pottstown, PA 19464-6439 (610) 327-1503
Gaudenzia - Norristown
166 W. Main Street
Norristown, PA 19401 (610) 279-4262
Gaudenzia - Willow Grove/Dresher
830 Twining Road, Suite 1
Dresher, PA 19025 (215) 433-1634
Penn Foundation Recovery Center
271 N. Bethlehem Pike, Suite 201
Calmar, PA 18915 (215) 257-9999
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TRAFFIC INCIDENT DEATHS BY YEAR

Motor vehicle related deaths are any deaths of occupants of a motor vehicle, motorcycle, bicycle, or all-terrain
vehicle following a crash with injuries, as well as vehicle-pedestrian incidents. Almost all motor vehicle related
deaths are given an accidental manner of death, unless there is sufficient evidence to indicate there was intent. In
these cases, the manner of death could be suicide or homicide, depending on the circumstances.

38 | P a g e

TRAFFIC DEATHS BY MANNER OF DEATH

The manner of death for traffic related deaths is determined through the investigation. Single vehicle crashes can be as a
result of drug/alcohol intoxication or speeding, or they can be intentional. Pedestrians that are killed in traffic related
incidents can be accident, suicide, or homicide. The Coroner’s Office works closely with law enforcement to answer these
questions.
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TRAFFIC DEATHS BY TYPE
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HOMICIDE DEATHS
Homicide deaths are any deaths caused by intentional actions by another person or persons, such as gunshot wound,
stabbing, or beating.
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MCCO HOMICIDE DEATHS BY LOCATION OF INJURY

Township / Borough of Injury

Count

Township / Borough of Injury

Count

Abington Township

2

New Hanover Township

1

Cheltenham Township

3

Norristown Borough

3

Collegeville Borough

1

Other - Out of Montgomery County

East Norriton Township

1

Perkiomen Township

1

Lansdale Borough

1

Pottstown Borough

3

Lower Merion Township

1

Unknown Location

1

16

In 2020, the largest number of homicide injuries (47%) occurred in another county. The decedent
was transferred to a Montgomery County hospital or long-term care facility, where they were later
pronounced. As a result, the death investigation is the responsibility of Montgomery County;
however, the investigation of the crime is the responsibility of the law enforcement jurisdiction
where the injury occurred.
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UNDETERMINED DEATHS
Occasionally, medical examiners and coroners encounter cases that, despite a complete autopsy, comprehensive toxicology
tests, and a thorough scene investigation, no cause of death can be determined. Medical examiners and coroners also
encounter cases where the cause of death is quite apparent; but the evidence supporting the manner of death is equivocal or
insufficient to make a determination. The determination of manner of death is an opinion based on the “preponderance of
evidence”. An example might be a case in which the cause of death is a drug overdose, but, from the information available,
it is not certain whether the manner of death is accident or suicide. Therefore, the manner of death may be certified as
undetermined.
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UNDETERMINED DEATHS BY TYPE
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CHILD DEATH INVESTIGATIONS
We are classifying child deaths with an age range of 1-12 years old.
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INFANT DEATH INVESTIGATIONS
The Center for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC) defines Sudden Unexpected Infant Death (SUID) as deaths in
infants less than one year of age that occur suddenly and unexpectedly, and who’s cause of death are not
immediately obvious prior to investigation. SUID encompasses all sudden infant deaths including Sudden Infant
Death Syndrome (SIDS), accidental deaths, sudden natural deaths, cardiac or metabolic disorders and homicide.
SUID is a diagnosis for unexpected and unexplained infant deaths to include those with a clear cause of death such as
homicide, and suffocation; and those without a clear cause such as Sudden Infant Death Syndrome (SIDS). SIDS is an
interpretation of exclusion described as a medical condition that is reached by eliminating all other diagnoses.
According to the American SIDS Institute the term SIDS was first defined in the late 1960’s, however due to the
debate to how unexpected sleep related deaths should be classified the term was reclassified in 1991. The term SIDS
is defined as “the sudden death of an infant less than one year of age which remains unexplained after a thorough
case investigation, including a full autopsy, examination of the death scene, and a review of the medical history”.
SIDS is not the cause of every sudden infant death. In determining the cause of death in an infant it is essential to
rule out foul play early in the investigation.
A thorough investigation is conducted on all infant deaths that occur in Montgomery County. In investigating SUID
the coroner plays an intricate role in determining the cause and manner of death. Infant death investigations include
examination of the death scene, full autopsy exam, toxicological testing, a review of the medical history, and a
reenactment of the scene.
One-half of all SUID cases are diagnosed as SIDS. Many unexpected infant deaths are ruled as accidents; however
natural disease or intentional harm can also cause a baby to die suddenly and unexpectedly.
Approximately 3,500 babies in the Unites States die suddenly and unexpectedly each year. In an effort to reduce all
sudden infant deaths the American Academy of Pediatrics (AAP) offers recommendations to reduce the risk of
unexpected and unexplained infant deaths. Their recommendations include: supine positioning, use of firm sleep
surface, breastfeeding, room-sharing without bed-sharing, routine immunization and check-ups, consideration of a
pacifier, avoidance of soft bedding, avoiding exposure to tobacco smoke, alcohol, and illicit drugs.

46 | P a g e

47 | P a g e

LAW ENFORCEMENT

The Coroner’s Office works closely with the law enforcement agencies of Montgomery County and
surrounding areas. Law Enforcement responds to all deaths outside of a facility, such as a residence,
business, field or roadway. In other cases, the decedent is transported emergently to the nearest hospital
by ambulance, but is not able to be resuscitated. In many of these hospital deaths, the Coroner’s Office
relies on the scene investigation by law enforcement to establish and complete the circumstances
surrounding the death. In hospitals near the County border, or in delayed deaths from severe injury, the
law enforcement agency may be in a surrounding County, or even a different state.
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Agency
Abington Police

Count
33

Agency
North Wales Police

Count
3

Ambler Police

5

Pennsylvania State Police

46

Bridgeport Police

3

Philadelphia Police - Homicide Unit

6

Philadelphia Police - Southwest Detective
Division

1

Cheltenham Police

13

Collegeville Police

2

Plymouth Police

8

Conshohocken Police

4

Pottstown Police

34

Douglass Police

2

Royersford Police

6

East Norriton Police

7

SEPTA - Accident Prevention and
Investigation

2

Franconia Police

3

Souderton Police

5

Hatboro Police

4

Springfield Police

7

Hatfield Police

7

Telford Police

2

Horsham Police

21

Towamencin Police

14

Jenkintown Police

2

Upper Dublin Police

11

Lansdale Borough Police Department

2

Upper Gwynedd Police

Lansdale Police

5

Upper Merion Police

24

Limerick Police

5

Upper Moreland Police

17

Lower Frederick Police

1

Upper Perk District Police

1

Lower Gwynedd Police

4

Upper Pottsgrove Police

3

18

Upper Providence Police

16

Lower Merion Police

7

Lower Moreland Police

3

Warminster Police Department

1

Lower Pottsgrove Police

4

Warwick Township Police

1

Lower Providence Police

25

West Conshohocken Police

2

Lower Salford Police
Montgomery County Detective Bureau

6
24

West Norriton Police

22

West Pottsgrove Police

4

Montgomery Police

9

Whitemarsh Police

5

New Hanover Police

8

Whitpain Police

4

Norristown Police

56
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IN-CUSTODY DEATHS BY MANNER OF DEATH
The Coroner’s Office is required by law to investigate all deaths that are considered in-custody. This includes all
individuals that are incarcerated at the time of death, under arrest, or under the care of the State (ward of the State).
In 2018, the State Correctional Institute at Graterford was closed and all inmates were transferred to neighboring SCI –
Phoenix.
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CORONER INTERNSHIP PROGRAM
For more than ten years, the Montgomery County Coroner’s Office (MCCO) awards selected
undergraduate and graduate students the opportunity of working alongside board-certified forensic
pathologists, highly trained autopsy technicians and deputy coroners. MCCO internship program is
designed for students majoring in forensic science, medicolegal death investigation,
criminology/criminal justice, or any closely related field. Under the direction of MCCO staff,
students selected to intern at MCCO are involved in all aspects of the death investigation process.
Students will become familiar with the policies and procedures of daily office operations to include:


Observe and assist with autopsies



Respond to death scenes



Screening incoming calls to determine
Coroner’s jurisdiction



Assist with data sample collection



Handling and processing evidence



Forensic photography



Review medical records



Intake and release of remains



Records administration

The MCCO internship program allows students the opportunity to
explore career options in forensics and gain skills that complement
their academic goals. Our program also allows the opportunity to
build relationships with other professionals in law enforcement and
other related fields.
Our internship program typically runs through the fall, spring, and
summer semesters. Depending on availability, interns receive two
weekdays per week for up to 12 weeks. Upon completion of the
program, participants will receive recognition through a certificate
of completion.
Interested applicants wishing to be considered for an internship at
MCCO are encouraged to apply. Applications are available on our
website at www.montcopa.org/coroner.
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FORENSIC SCIENCE SPECIALISTS UTILIZED BY MCCO

Forensic Pathology
The Montgomery County Coroner’s Office only utilizes board-certified forensic pathologists for all examinations.
Forensic pathology is the study of disease an injury to the human body to determine cause of death for legal purposes.
So how does one become a board-certified forensic pathologist? Take a look…
Bachelor’s Degree- (4 years) Any degree from an accredited college or university, but typically a science major.
Must take all science and math courses required for medical school, and obtain a competitive score on the MCAT.
Medical School- (4 years) As either a Doctor of Medicine (M.D.) or a Doctor of Osteopathy (D.O.), concluding with
passing the state licensing exam. D.O.'s typically complete one-year internships before beginning residency training.
Pathology Residency- (4-5 years) Residencies provide beginning physicians with clinical experience in diagnosing
disease and treating patients. The Residency trains the physician in their chosen specialty and subspecialty.
Forensic Pathology Fellowship- (Min. 1 year) This is typically completed in a large city Coroner or Medical
Examiner’s office. During fellowship training, fellows work beside skilled forensic pathologists, performing
autopsies, testifying in court, and participating in death investigations.
Board Certification- Certification is available through the American Board of Pathology. To be eligible for
certification, candidates must hold a medical degree and have completed their residency and fellowship training. The
certification process involves successful completion of a primary exam in anatomic and clinical pathology as well as a
specialty exam in forensic pathology. These exams consist of written questions and practical applications.
Recertification is required every 10 years along with continuing education credits.

Autopsy model “Ben” for educational purposes

Forensic Toxicology
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Forensic Toxicology
Forensic toxicology is the analysis of
biological specimens for toxins such as drugs
and alcohol and then interpretation of what
those results mean in medicolegal
investigations, which include driving under
the influence (DUI) cases and postmortem
investigations. Toxicology testing can be
performed on a number of different fluids and
tissues from the human body, which include
but are not limited to: blood, serum/plasma,
urine, vitreous humor, and liver tissue. The
type of specimen submitted, in addition to the
compound of interest, determines the type of
analytical testing that will be performed for
proper identification and/or quantitation of
how much of the drug is present in the
specimen. Quantitation of a compound in a
collected specimen may help to provide
insight into whether a substance may be
present in subtherapeutic, therapeutic, or
supratherapeutic concentrations which may
lead to an overdose.

Toxicology reports are the business record provided as a summary of the specimens submitted and tested, positive
findings, and the scope of analysis. Pre-analytical factors, including sample collection techniques, drug stability,
delays in sample collection, matrix sources, and container types which may or may not contain preservatives, can all
influence the interpretation of a measured result. Postmortem changes, such as postmortem redistribution and
putrefaction also may need to be considered when providing interpretation of toxicological findings.

Forensic toxicology requires an understanding of
pharmacokinetics and pharmacodynamics, which are
essentially the processes of what the body does to
the drug and what the drugs do to the body,
respectively. Forensic toxicologists use their
knowledge of analytical toxicology, pharmacology
and quality assurance to explain toxicological
findings in legal settings, such as to a jury during
trial. However, toxicology findings have to be put
into context with the entirety of a case and can not
stand alone. For a death investigation, toxicology
results require additional context such as an autopsy,
scene investigation, a decedent’s history with illicit
and/or prescription drugs, and a medical history.
For a DUI case, toxicological findings require
additional context such as observations of impaired
driving, results of standardized field sobriety tests
(SFSTs), an individual’s prescription and medical
history, and understanding of timing between
stop/crash and specimen collection.
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Forensic Anthropology
Forensic Anthropology is a sub-section of anthropology where the evidence or characteristics of the human skeleton
can be applied to law (forensics). Examples would be marks on the bone from stab or gunshot wounds that would
help identify cause of death of if a crime had been committed. Another example is documenting skeleton
characteristics to provide stature, race, age, sex, or medical interventions, which may lead to a positive identification.
The Coroner’s Office utilizes forensic anthropologists whenever human bones are discovered.

Forensic Odontology
Forensic odontology is a subspecialty of dentistry that can positively identify human remains based primarily on ante
mortem dental work records that are compared to a postmortem dental examination and x-rays. In some cases, other
natural features can be used for identification such as root structure, unique tooth positioning, and other natural
features that may be considered unique to that person. This specialty can also determine age and ancestry of the
deceased individual. They are also called in whenever a soft tissue bite-mark is discovered. This examination can
potentially provide evidence as to where the bite-mark came.
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ORGAN PROCUREMENT ORGANIZATION – GIFT OF LIFE
The Coroner’s Office works closely will all tissue and organ donations of individuals who die within Montgomery
County. Tissue and organ donation clearance is reported to MCCO, as the Coroner’s Office must consent to donation
while also effectively performing the statutory and paramount job of determining cause and manner of death and to
determine if a crime has been committed. MCCO is proud to collaborate with Gift of Life and assist in their efforts of
tissue and organ procurement.
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UNCLAIMED AND ABANDONED BODIES; COUNTY CREMATION
Per PA statute, when an unclaimed or abandoned body is found within the county, it must be moved to the county morgue. Unclaimed bodies
are defined by MCCO as having no living relatives or other individuals willing to take responsibility of the disposition of the remains.
Abandoned bodies are defined as having relatives that have been located and notified of the death, but refuse to take responsibility of the
disposition of the remains by either financial restrictions or lasting estrangement. If the body is not fit for donation to Humanities Gifts
Registry, the responsibility of disposition lies with the Coroner’s Office.
Deputy Coroners have several ways to assist in locating and notifying family members when an unclaimed body is found within the county.
Law enforcement is always a large contributor to locating family, along with formal background checks, internet searches, marriage license
and property review, obituaries, newspaper articles, speaking to neighbors, friends, or past partners, and many other ways. It is the deputy’s
responsibility to perform a diligent search for family.
In the event where an unclaimed body has valuable assets such as property or bank accounts, and there is no last will or testament, the
coroner’s office will work with the Register of Wills to have an executor appointed who will administer the estate and ensure burial or
cremation of the individual.
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Here is the list of individuals who were cremated by MCCO due to being unclaimed or abandoned. If abandoned, the family is afforded the
opportunity to claim the cremains later if they choose.
Those highlighted in orange have been claimed.
James Taormina is a veteran. MCCO requested interment at Washington Crossing Cemetery, which was granted. MCCO transported the
cremains to the cemetery where the monthly service for unclaimed veterans occurs.
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UNIDENTIFIED CASES
Below are the cases of unidentified remains found in Montgomery County over the last 50 years. These cases remain open until the individual
is identified. One of the many responsibilities of the Coroner’s Office is to positively identify remains by visual comparison or scientific
means, such as fingerprints, dental, radiographs, unique tattoos or scars, medical implants, or DNA. The major hurdle for postmortem
comparison, is you need to know whose ante mortem records to look for. If you don’t know who the person was, then you have nothing to
compare to. These cases are then uploaded to NamUS, which is a division of the U.S. Department of Justice. This organization serves as a
national database for comparing missing persons to unidentified remains. Prior to NamUS, nothing like this existed.

1974 Case

Female
Height: 5’2”
Weight: 175 lbs.
Estimated age: 60-75
Estimated postmortem interval: 3 months
Found Location: Old Baptist Rd. and Fern Ave.
Lower Providence Twp., Pennsylvania 19403
Clothing found on body: Corset, Brassiere, Girdle, Smock/Housecoat (orange
with light flower designs, and safety pin inside right pocket), Stockings, Knit
Dress (light colored)
Footwear found on body: Slippers (purple, hand crocheted), in plastic bags
labeled "Marvel Enriched Bread"
Manner of death: Homicide
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1992 Case “Betty Lou”

Female
Height: 5’1”
Weight: 120 lbs.
Estimated age: 25-40
Estimated postmortem interval: 1-3 Years
Found Location: Wooded area along Schuylkill Riverbank
Near 600 Block Righters Ferry Road
Bala Cynwyd, Pennsylvania 19004
Clothing found on body: Bone color sleeveless blouse with red leaf
type design, green & bone vertical striped skirt, no size, with elastic
waistband.
Jewelry: Bulova Caravelle quartz date ladies watch with oval face,
gold trim, black or brown leather strap
Manner of death: Undetermined
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2009 Case “Mr. Bones”

Male
Height: 5’6”
Weight: 140 lbs.
Estimated age: 35-60
Estimated postmortem interval: 1-2 Years

Clothing found on body: Brown trousers size 32X30 "US Polo
Association" label, underwear Hanes jockey.

Found Location: Wooded area near
2500 Pine Sreet
Huntingdon Valley, Pennsylvania 19006

Manner of death: Undetermined

Fotwear found on body: Shoes brand name DEXTER measure 11 3/4
inches, black socks.

Skull sent to Parabon for genetic phenotyping and digital facial
reconstruction.

60 | P a g e

COMMUNITY INVOLVEMENT
The Coroner’s Office is often called upon for community activities, such as high school crash reenactments, trunk-or-treats, and national
night out for many townships. The Coroner’s office also receives many requests for high school and college/university lectures.
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GRIEF AND LOSS SUPPORT
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