PLANNING
PERSPECTIVES
Focusing on Planning in Montgomery County, Pennsylvania

Join Us!
Planning Smarter Montco 2021

MCPC’s Planning Smarter Montco 2021 series offers
planning courses and events throughout the year. The
series provides relevant information that enables local
leaders and citizens to better plan for the future of their
communities. The 2021 series offers three 90-minute
online courses offered through the Pennsylvania
Municipal Planning Education Institute (PMPEI). We
have worked with PMPEI to
have Montgomery County
instructors/MCPC staff—who
can provide local information—
for the course dates we include
in Planning Smarter. Each
course is $25, and class space
is limited. Registration and
payment for the courses, as
well as additional course dates
and credit information, are
available at www.training.boroughs.org. All other Planning
Smarter events are free. The 2021 series contains a hot
topics event in June, which will focus on some of the
effects of the pandemic and other issues that can result in
significant community impacts. Event details will evolve as
the year progresses and we continue to adhere to ongoing
pandemic requirements. For course and event descriptions,
visit www.montcopa.org/PlanningSmarter.
Contact for courses: Terri Dickow (800-232-7722, ext.1042)
Contact for events: Rita McKelvey (610-278-3753)

March 2021

PMPEI ONLINE COURSES
■

Building a Strong Planning Commission
April 22, 2021 | 6:30 PM – 8:00 PM
Online Course | Cost: $25 | REGISTER TODAY!

■

The Limits to Zoning
May 27, 2021 | 6:30 PM – 8:00 PM
Online Course | Cost: $25 | REGISTER TODAY!

■

Managing the Subdivision Review Process
June 1, 2021 | 6:30 PM – 8:00 PM
Online Course | Cost: $25 | REGISTER TODAY!

EVENTS
■

From Vision to Reality

Connected Communities

Happy Trails!
Planning and Designing Trails for All Users
April 29, 2021 | 4:00 PM – 5:30 PM
Webinar | Free | REGISTER TODAY!
■

From Vision to Reality

Sustainable Places

Hot Topics:
Emerging Challenges in Our Communities
June 30, 2021 | 4:00 PM – 6:00 PM
Webinar | Free | REGISTER TODAY!
■

From Vision to Reality

Sustainable Places

Soak Up More Stormwater:
Partnering with Businesses & Homeowners
September 30, 2021 | 4:00 PM
Location TBD | Free | REGISTER TODAY!
■

From Vision to Reality

Connected Communities | Vibrant Economy

TOD: A Way to Transform Your Community
October 28, 2021 | 4:00 PM
Location TBD | Free | REGISTER TODAY!

MCPC Offers Free Nearmap
Access to Montco Municipalities

services, and direct use benefits, including health and
recreation. Additionally, the study will include four case
studies. An advisory committee, which will be chaired
by MCPC Board Vice Chair Dulcie F. Flaharty, will meet
on three occasions during the study process to provide
guidance and input.

SAVE THE DATES!
April Courses & Events
MCPC’s current Nearmap license allows us to offer
Nearmap’s online service free of charge to any of our
municipalities. Nearmap is a web-based aerial image viewer
that will allow the county to have access to up-to-date,
high-resolution aerial photographs of the entire county.
The images are updated three times a year and not only
include Montgomery County but anywhere Nearmap has
flown across the country (most importantly our entire
region). This image viewer allows its user to export images
and even add lines, shapes, and text. All of these additions
can be saved as a workspace to edit later. Nearmap is
easily accessed through a web browser by signing in
with a username that can be created by MCPC.
Municipalities interested in accessing Nearmap, should
email Jason Emmel, GIS Coordinator, with a list of email
addresses of their employees who would need access to
Nearmap so we can create their accounts.

Montco Initiates Return on
Environment study

Building a Strong
Planning Commission
April 22, 2021
6:30 PM – 8:00 PM
Online Course | Cost: $25
REGISTER TODAY!

This course will focus on how to be an effective municipal
planning commission that serves the governing body and
the community. Using hands-on activities and interactive
discussions, it will explore the full range of a planning
commission’s work, how it can be organized to accomplish
more of its goals, and what is needed to prepare members
to get involved in the group’s work. Registration, payment,
education credits, and additional course dates are available
at www.training.boroughs.org. Contact: Terri Dickow
(800-232-7722, Ext. 1042)

From Vision to Reality

Connected Communities

Happy Trails! Planning
and Designing Trails
for All Users
April 29, 2021
4:00 PM – 5:30 PM
Webinar | Free
REGISTER TODAY!

MCPC staff will work jointly with DVRPC and consultant,
Econsult Solutions, Inc., to conduct a return on
environment study for Montgomery County over the
course of 2021. The study will measure the economic value
of preserved open space as it relates to four aspects: home
and property values, economic activity, environmental

This free event will highlight the new Montgomery
County Trail Access, Diversity, & Awareness Plan and
will demonstrate how best practices can be applied
to any community trail network in the county. The
demographics of our trail users do not always reflect
the diversity of the communities they pass through
and, often, there are physical and cultural barriers
preventing local residents from accessing our trail
system. Join us to explore this innovative plan, which
aims to promote equity on county trails, broaden the
diversity of trail users, and modernize trail designs to
address the evolving demographics of our citizens.

Register for a 2021 Montco
Household Hazardous Waste Event

Application Deadline|May 14, 2021
WalkWorks Webinar (April 9)
WalkWorks is back with a fifth round of funding to
support active transportation policies and projects
across Pennsylvania. Several Montgomery County
communities (as well as MCPC) have already
received funding from this organization, which
recently became part of the PA Downtown Center. An
informational webinar is scheduled for April 9, 2021
with a grant application deadline of May 14, 2021.

Application Deadline|April 14, 2021
Several DCNR Grant Applications
DCNR has several grant opportunities that close on
April 14, 2021. These include funding potential for land
acquisition, trail development, and park projects.
Montgomery County is offering several free household
hazardous waste drop-off events throughout 2021. Events
are by appointment only, and preregistration is required.
These residential collection events (no businesses or
contractors) are held outdoors. Montco residents may
also attend any household hazardous waste event held by
Bucks, Chester, Delaware, or Philadelphia Counties. Please
do not contact the host sites, as they are not affiliated with
the events, and remember that no televisions, electronics,
or appliances will be accepted at these events. The first
collection is scheduled for Saturday, April 24, at Boyertown
Middle School East, 2020 Big Road, Gilbertsville. In case
of severe weather, call 610-278-3618 (option 6) for event
status. For registration and information on COVID-19
safety guidelines, acceptable and nonacceptable materials,
and drop-off guidelines, visit MontcoPARecycles.org.

Application Deadline|April 16, 2021
Urban Agriculture Infrastructure Grant Program
Pennsylvania Farm Bill funding is slowly opening back
up and is a great source of funds for community gardens,
farm-to-school ventures, and other innovative farm-related
programs. The Urban Agriculture Infrastructure Grant
Program closes April 16, 2021. We anticipate funding from
other program areas to open shortly.

Sign Up for an Earth Day
Celebration in Montco

Check Out These Grant Opportunities
Last month we started sharing the grant opportunities
we come across in our newsletter to help our
municipalities and others with possible funding to
achieve goals. We plan to feature these opportunities
in each issue. Good luck if you apply!

Application Deadline|June 1, 2021
2021 CTP Cycle Opens
With the opening of the 2021 cycle on April 1, this
is the time to start thinking about the transportation
projects you would like to submit for the 2021 grant
cycle of the County Transportation Program (CTP).
The application period will open on June 1, 2021.

With warm weather days appearing and glimpses of
spring popping up everywhere, Earth Day 2021 is on
its way! Looking for an opportunity to participate and
help your community and the planet? Check out all of
the events scheduled in Montgomery County. Events
include river, trail, park, and other spring cleanups;
Arbor Day celebrations; habitat restoration projects;
recycling drives; learning experiences; and family
events. Enjoy the outdoors while helping out!

Catch Up on Staff News
Meet MCPC’s Newest Planner!
We’re pleased to welcome
Laureen Sendel-Grant
to our staff as Principal
Transportation Planner.
Laureen, a retired US Army
Reserve Engineer Colonel,
previously worked as a Field
Manager, Construction
Services-Inspection for
CDI/LR Kimball and Prudent
Engineering. She was also a
construction project manager
for an eastern Pennsylvania homebuilder and Director
of Logistics for the 200th Military Police Command
in Fort Meade, Maryland. Laureen lives in Hatfield
with her husband, Brian, who is an engineer and land
developer in Bucks and Montgomery Counties. They
have three children: Lauren, a hospice nurse; Zachary, a
Transportation Construction Inspector for LR Kimball;
and Masey, a chocolate Lab fur baby. Laureen is a great
addition to our staff, and we look forward to working with
her on many transportation projects and issues in Montco!

Many Thanks to Our Interns!

Shreeya Sharma comes to
MCPC with a master’s degree
in international planning and
sustainable development from
the University of Westminster
in the United Kingdom and a
bachelor’s degree in architecture
from Nepal Engineering College
in Nepal. She has recently moved
from London and currently lives in Lansdale. Shreeya
would like to use her MCPC internship to expand her
understanding of the American planning system and to
gain experience in diverse areas of planning.
Julienne Smith is studying
Geology at Temple University
and is expected to graduate in
autumn 2021. With a background
in computer science and IT,
she has found GIS to be a
way to combine these with
her major. She has strong
interests in design, planning,
and architecture, as well as sustainable development.
While at MCPC, Julienne looks to explore these
interests further, using this knowledge to help promote
sustainable growth in local communities, and is
excited to see the practical uses of GIS first hand.

We’re always grateful to have bright interns to work
with us in achieving our mission while gaining
practical experience in the field of planning.
We have three interns with us right now:
Catherine Lee, a sophomore
at Oberlin College, is from
Concord, Massachusetts.
She is majoring in law and
society with a concentration in
sociology. Her goal is to become
an advocate for affordable
housing. While at MCPC,
she is looking to learn more
about the issues surrounding gentrification and
gain some practical planning experience as well.
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