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2019
CELEBRATION
HIGHLIGHTS

INTRODUCTION
From Vision to Reality

At MCPC, we see firsthand how sound planning results in true progress. This year we saw progress
on the goals in Montco 2040: A Shared Vision and the successful completion of several projects that
received Montco 2040 implementation grants. We have highlighted a couple of these success stories
on page 9. We also saw implementation progress on Bike Montco: The Bicycle Plan for Montgomery
County, and we look forward to the 23 projects that have received County Transportation Program
(CTP) grants to further the goals of the county’s comprehensive plan. Below are some highlights
from 2019:

The Montgomery County
Commissioners celebrated with others
in officially opening a new section of
the Schuylkill River Trail in Pottstown.

MCPC celebrated with the Montgomery County
commissioners, state and local officials, and
other guests at a ribbon-cutting ceremony for the
completion of part of Phase 3 of the Lafayette
Street Extension Project, which opened Phase 1 of
Lafayette Street to traffic.

■

Opened Phase 1 of the Lafayette Street Extension Project to traffic and provided pedestrian
amenities, including work on the Schuylkill River Trail, a new linear park, and a new
crosswalk near the Norristown Transportation Center.

■

Completed the new Montgomery County Complete Streets Policy, which applies to
county-owned roads, bridges, and facilities and calls for MCPC to advocate for a Complete
Streets design approach when working with partner agencies on their projects.

■

Received a “2019 Award for Plans” from the Pennsylvania Chapter of the American
Planning Association (APA PA) for Bike Montco: The Bicycle Plan for Montgomery County
in recognition of an outstanding plan that included use of a new Level of Traffic Stress
tool, creative partnering, and successful outreach efforts.

■

Opened a 1.1-mile section of the Schuylkill River Trail in Pottstown and installed 1 mile
of shared bicycle lanes along Industrial Highway and Hanover Streets in Pottstown and
Lower Pottsgrove Townships.

■

Completed the Sunrise Trail & Swamp Creek Greenway Feasibility Study, which
determines the feasibility and recommended alignment of the Sunrise Trail and identifies
recreational access opportunities along Swamp Creek.

■

Awarded 15 grants, totaling over $1.6 million, from Montco 2040 Implementation Grant
Program to 15 municipalities.

■

Awarded grants totaling over just $1 million to six projects across the county in the second
year of the County Transportation Program (CTP).

■

Completed the Plymouth and Hatboro comprehensive plans; the West Norriton West Main
Street Vision Plan; a subdivision and land development ordinance update for Cheltenham;
open space plan updates for East Greenville, Upper Pottsgrove, and Lower Pottsgrove
and worked on comprehensive plans for Bridgeport, New Hanover, Abington, and Upper
Gwynedd under the community planning assistance program.

Effective planning involves creating and fostering strong partnerships. Our proactive team of
planners builds relationships and takes an inclusive community approach in outreach efforts. We
enjoy and appreciate working with municipalities, business leaders, the non-profit community, and
our colleagues in governmental agencies across the region to transform shared visions into realities.
Montgomery County celebrated at a ribbon-cutting
ceremony for the Schwenksville Main Street
Pedestrian Plaza, which received a Montco 2040
Implementation Grant. The project involved a
new public plaza and streetscape in front of the
Schwenksville Fire Company.
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Steven Kline, Chair
Montgomery County Planning Commission Board
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FOCUSING ON THE FUTURE
Our commission works on a variety of plans for individual communities
and the county that focus on opportunities, challenges and solutions,
and shared goals to help create a sustainable future. Below are highlights
of the plans, publications, and policies we created or advanced in 2019:

everything from scenic day tours to overnight
adventures. It is anticipated that three routes will be
released in spring 2020 with several more to come
later in the year.
■

Through coordination with PennDOT Connects,
the state transportation department’s initiative
to coordinate with municipalities before major
maintenance projects begin, MCPC was able to
get over a half mile of new bike lanes installed in
Hatboro on Jacksonville Road. More than 2 miles

Montgomery County
Complete Streets
and Health Policies

Sunrise Trail & Swamp Creek Greenway Feasibility Study

The Montgomery County
Commissioners formally announced
two new county policies in September
2019. The Complete Streets Policy,
developed by MCPC, working with
partners, applies to county-owned

Montco 2040:
A Shared Vision
A major part of our work program
is the implementation of Montco
2040: A Shared Vision, Montgomery
County’s comprehensive plan.
This important plan identifies
three key county themes for the
future—Connected Communities,
Sustainable Places, and Vibrant
Economy—and identifies goals with
specific implementation steps and
recommendations. Since
the adoption of the plan in 2015,
we have continued to work with
others to achieve the vision of this
award-winning plan. To ensure
Montco 2040 remains relevant, we
annually prepare an implementation
update covering projects undertaken
by the county that fulfill plan
recommendations. In 2020, we
plan to produce a full set of
indicators to measure the success of
the plan after five years. We’ll also
look to update the plan’s policy maps
to reflect local zoning and planning
changes and continue planning for
the next five years.
4 www.montcopa.org/planning

Bike Montco
Montgomery County, Pennsylvania

Complete Streets Policy
Funding for this policy was provided by the Pennsylvania Department of Health
through the State Physical Activity and Nutrition grant and Preventive Health and
Health Services Block Grant from the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention.

1.0

VISION

Complete Streets are defined by this policy as enabling safe access for all users.
Montgomery County, Pennsylvania, will develop and maintain safe, accessible county-owned roads
and facilities that support all users. The Complete Streets policy will guide decision-making during
the planning and design of capital improvement projects for roads and other county-owned facilities,
as well as the projects and initiatives of the county’s partners and other external stakeholders.

2.0

PRINCIPLES

2.1 Serve all users and modes
The Complete Streets policy will promote safe, accessible, and integrated transportation
options that balance the needs of all users and modes, including but not limited to pedestrians,
bicyclists, transit riders, motorists (including motorcyclists), freight carriers, emergency
personnel, and agricultural vehicle operators.

2.2 Utilize context sensitive approaches
The Complete Streets policy will balance the safety of all users while considering a project’s
physical setting as well as scenic, aesthetic, and historic concerns, and universal design
principles.

2.3 Promote sound environmental design
The Complete Streets policy will promote best management practices of stormwater
management, environmental design, and place making. It will incorporate environmental
mitigation features where practicable when implementing Complete Street designs.

2.4 Apply to all phases of a project, particularly during planning and design
Complete Streets designs shall be considered during the planning and design phases of
county-led street, highway, and sidewalk projects, to the greatest extent practicable. County
representatives shall note important Complete Street design elements in cooperation with local
and regional projects during discussions.
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roads, bridges, and facilities and calls
for MCPC to advocate for a Complete
Streets design approach when working
with partner agencies on their projects.
Complete Streets are designed for
safe use by everyone regardless of age
or abilities. They take into account
all users including pedestrians,
bicyclists, motorists, and transit
passengers. The new Health in All
Policies Implementation Policy calls for
the county to consider the inclusion
of “health” in all future policy
development and implementation,
budgeting, and delivery of services.

of bike lanes, planned as part of the 2019 schedule,
will be completed in 2020 due to coordination
with utility work. These include the repaving of
Fitzwatertown Road in Upper Dublin and Abington
Townships. An additional 5 miles of bike lanes will
be included in the 2020 schedule, including a 4.3mile stretch of Morris Road west of the Montgomery
County Community College, Ford Avenue in
Bridgeport, and a stretch of Johnson Highway on the
border of Norristown and East Norriton.

In 2019, MCPC advanced three major
elements of Bike Montco: The Bicycle
Plan for Montgomery County, which
received a
“2019 Award
for Plans”
from the
Pennsylvania
Chapter of
the American
Planning
Association
“2019 Award for Plans” from
the Pennsylvania Chapter of the
(APA PA) in
American Planning Association
October 2019:
■

■

MCPC has been working
closely with county department
partners on how the county’s
Complete Streets Policy—a
major component of the overall
bike plan—will be implemented
on county projects.
Through collaboration with
the Valley Forge Tourism &
Convention Board, MCPC has
been developing several bicycle
tourism routes to include

Sunrise Trail & Swamp Creek Greenway
Feasibility Study area

MCPC completed the Sunrise Trail & Swamp Creek Greenway Feasibility
Study in 2019. The purpose of the study was to determine the feasibility and
recommended alignment of the Sunrise Trail and to identify recreational access
opportunities along Swamp Creek. The Sunrise Trail is
identified in Montco 2040: A Shared Vision as part of
the planned countywide trail system. The study area
stretches from the Perkiomen Trail in Schwenksville,
unrise Trail
wamp Creek Greenway
near the confluence of Swamp Creek and Perkiomen
FEASIBILITY STUDY
Creek, to New Hanover Square Road in New Hanover
Township. The study also addresses the need for the
continued conservation of land and for the development
of environmental education and historic interpretation
facilities within the Swamp Creek Conservation Landscape.

Water Quality Improvement Plan (WQIP)

Touring the Wissahickon Creek - New Hanover

A draft Water Quality Improvement Plan (WQIP) was submitted to the EPA
and DEP for review and comment by the Wissahickon Clean Water Partnership
Management Committee in 2019. This is a first step in getting the WQIP in place
to satisfy EPA and DEP regulations. MCPC, as part of the Water Quality Advisory
Team, has supported the partnership by providing administrative services and
planning guidance. The Wissahickon Clean Water Partnership, comprised of 13
municipalities and 4 wastewater treatment plants, received the 2019 Government
Award from the Water Resources Association of the Delaware River Basin in
recognition of a successful partnership. The plan has been prepared under
an EPA program as an alternative to a TMDL for phosphorus. The watershed
municipalities and wastewater treatment plants (WWTPs) have been working
with the Water Quality Advisory Team since 2016 to prepare this plan. The
WQIP proposes to address runoff volume and quality rather than control
phosphorus, based on nearly two years of data collection, analysis, and modeling
by Temple University. A list of representative projects is proposed in an adaptive
management strategy that will assess progress and implement any necessary
modifications over a 20-year implementation period.
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ACHIEVING THE VISION
MCPC, along with other county agencies, works consistently to attain
the goals established within the three themes—Connected Communities,
Sustainable Places, and Vibrant Economy—of Montco 2040: A Shared
Vision, the county’s comprehensive plan. Local, regional, and statewide
governments and the private sector also have a significant role in
successfully addressing all of the challenges identified in the plan.

CONNECTED COMMUNITIES

From Vision to Reality

To build better connected communities, MCPC accomplished various activities in
2019 including:
■

Continuing to award Montco 2040 Implementation Grants that promote
connected communities by enhancing pedestrian safety and improving
active transportation connections. In 2019, 15 grants, totaling over
$1,600,000 across 15 municipalities, were awarded.

■

Approaching completion for the third and final phase of the Lafayette
Street Extension Project. The stretch of roadway between DeKalb Street
and Conshohocken Road opened to the public in late 2019.

■

Opening a portion of the Schuylkill River Trail along Industrial Drive in
Pottstown and making safety upgrades to trail road crossings along the
Schuylkill River and Perkiomen Trails.

■

Completing another year of the County Transportation Program (CTP),
which uses some of the proceeds of the $5 vehicle registration fee
enacted by the Montgomery County Commissioners to work with our 62
municipalities to complete local transportation projects. In 2019, grants
were awarded to six municipalities in the county, totaling over $1 million,
as part of the second grant round under the CTP.

■

Completing final design for the Chester Valley Trail Extension.

■

Working toward the completion of the Trail Junction Center
in Norristown.

■

Implementing the award-winning Bike Montco: The Bicycle Plan for
Montgomery County with work on bicycle tourism routes and a newly
adopted county Complete Streets policy.

■

Working with the Montgomery County Department of Health and Human
Services to complete three walkability audits for schools in the county.

■

Assisting municipalities in the completion of comprehensive plans,
municipal ordinances, and other products to enable them to better shape
their future development.

SUSTAINABLE PLACES

Celebration of new Schuylkill River Tail
section - Pottstown

Chester Valley Trail

From Vision to Reality

Bicycling in Montgomery County - Jenkintown

Different actions are required to ensure that the wonderful neighborhoods in the
county continue to provide the quality of life which makes them so attractive. Some
of the sustainable activities achieved by MCPC in 2019 include:
■

Continuing improvement projects on county-owned bridges, funded in part
by the county’s $5 vehicle registration fee.

■

Continuing the work of the Wissahickon Clean Water Partnership project,
which includes 13 municipalities and 4 municipal wastewater treatment
plants, the Wissahickon Valley Watershed Association, the Pennsylvania
Environmental Council, consultants, and providers of legal and technical
services, all of which have signed an intergovernmental commitment to
the project.

Wissahickon Creek

MCPC Board and guests visit Park Square apartments in King of Prussia during their tour of Bridgeport and Upper Merion.
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■

Guiding municipalities through the national SolSmart designation
program and other sustainability projects.

■

Preserving an additional 224 acres of farmland on five farms in 2019
through the Montgomery County Agricultural Land Preservation Program.

■

Maple Acres Farm - Plymouth

■

Assisting the Montgomery County Department of Health and Human
Services and the Montgomery Division of Parks, Trails, and Historic Sites
in promoting healthy lifestyles through the use of county trails.

■

Successfully conducting the 2019 Montgomery Awards Program, which
awarded five projects and one planning advocate.

■

Completing 444 reviews for land development and subdivision projects
and zoning activity throughout the county.

■

Providing seven household hazardous waste collections, two tire
collections, and campaign sign recycling through the county’s
recycling program.

■

Beginning a collaborative effort with the Montgomery County Office of
Housing and Community Development and Commerce Department to
develop Homes For All, a strategy to champion affordable homes
in the county.

Souderton High School - Souderton

2019 Montgomery Awards Ceremony - Audubon

Performing enrollment projection services to assist school board members
in making informed decisions about future facilities and educational
resource needs. In 2019, we had one of our busiest years ever performing
five studies, including the addition of two new clients—the Wissahickon
School District and the Souderton Area School District.

VIBRANT ECONOMY

SUCCESSFUL MONTCO 2040 GRANT PROJECTS
Worcester - Defford Road Park
and Connection to Center Point
Shoppes (2017 Round)
This project was one of the many exciting
proposals from the 2017 round of the Montco
2040 Implementation Grant Program due to its
creation of connections between over 200 homes
and local amenities in Worcester Township.
The trail facilitates connections to the Zacharias
Creek Trail, the Center Point Shoppes, and future
mixed-use construction at Center Point and
will ultimately reach the county’s Peter Wentz
Farmstead while also providing new areas for
pedestrian benches and picnic tables. This trail
will also benefit local residents by providing them
with a new alternative for recreation to maintain
active lifestyles.

From Vision to Reality

Some examples of our efforts to enhance the county’s economic competitiveness
include:
■

Managing the design and construction of major county road projects
and collaborating on transit improvements, which will provide access to
employment areas.

■

Assisting the Montgomery County Commerce Department and various
state and regional economic development agencies in attracting new
businesses and retaining existing businesses by continuing to provide data
for Montco Forward, a new microsite.

■

Participating fully in the lead-up to the 2020 Census with the creation of a
complete count committee.

■

Producing our revitalization newsletter, Town Center News, to share
useful information about revitalization with local
decision makers.

■

Helping to promote regional sports facilities and arts
attractions in the county in partnership with the Valley
Forge Tourism & Convention Board.

Household hazardous waste collection - Harleysville

From Vision to Reality

Bridgeport – Town Center
Parking Lot and Civic Event
Center (2018 Round)
Bridgeport is emblematic of Montgomery County
on the rise. Many improvements to the local
housing stock, W. 4th Street, and local amenities
have made this a borough of choice for new and
existing residents alike to call home. Projects,
such as the recently completed Town Center
Parking Lot and Civic Event Center from the 2018
round of the Montco 2040 Implementation Grant
Program, seek to capitalize on these improvements
by providing a public space for local residents to
gather as well as a place to host communitywide
events. Benches, tables, a new sign, and parking to
serve the adjacent borough hall round out the list
of improvements that were completed this year.

Bike to Work Day 2019 - Norristown
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ZONING CHARRETTE: LOWER MERION DESIGN DAY
SITE SELECTION

BUILDING GREAT COMMUNITIES

MCPC was asked by Lower Merion Township to test the township’s draft zoning
code to identify areas that require clarification, revision, or further study. Our
staff performed preliminary site selection and testing to establish a work process
for a day-long charrette that brought together planners, engineers, developers,
architects, and others. Based on MCPC’s internal review and the feedback
received through the charrette, we produced a memo document that included
a set of recommendations to revise the proposed zoning code and pointed out
specific areas for further study in the master planning process.

CODE EVALUATION

Communities are largely built and shaped through development of properties by individual
private land development or subdivision proposals regulated by local land use codes. Under
the Pennsylvania Municipalities Planning Code (Act 247), municipalities must submit all
proposed subdivisions or land developments and any revisions or amendments to land
development codes or local plans to MCPC for review and comment.
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The review and comment process has always been an
important opportunity for us to work with municipalities
to address countywide planning issues associated with a
specific proposal. Our review letters are intended to offer
planning advice to municipal officials to assist them in
making sound land use and design decisions that will
benefit their community. All of our reviews are conducted
by professional planners or landscape architects, who
often collaborate with other staff professionals with
specific expertise.

system provides a streamlined
review process for planning
staff, greater sharing of planning
documents between staff and
other county departments,
and more powerful analytic
COMPLETELY
capabilities. Even more significant
DIGITAL
will be the next phase of the
project planned for 2020.
A website with interactive
mapping and database searches will allow the public
to search and access land development files from any
computer. Plan sets, review letters, accompanying studies,
and any other documentation associated with a 247
submission will be available digitally.

Our 247 review process is now in an all-digital format. In
partnership with the Montgomery County Information &
Technology Solutions Department, we have digitized Act
247 files and documents going back to 2008, developed
an online submission portal to facilitate municipal and
developer applications, and migrated the existing static
database into a cloud-based dynamic database. The digital

While most of our development review work is performed
under Act 247, our staff also reviewed proposals for sewage
facilities service area changes under Act 537. These reviews
provide comments and a recommendation to the applicant,
municipality, and PADEP regarding environmental and land
use planning issues. We completed 30 sewage facilities plan
reviews in 2019.

In 2019, the planning commission reviewed 444 submittals
(proposed land developments, subdivisions, rezoning
actions, municipal plans, etc.). This represented a slight
increase from 2018.

170

2019

247
REVIEWS
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2019 ANNUAL SUMMARY OF SUBDIVISION,
LAND DEVELOPMENT, AND ZONING ACTIVITY

ZONING
ACTIVITY

The county experienced growth in development proposals in 2019, and private development
activity continued to remain solid. MCPC received a total of 444 submittals for proposed land
developments, subdivisions, rezoning actions, and municipal plans in 2019, which was an
increase from 2018. Our planners carefully review all received proposals and submit official
review letters to municipalities in accordance with the Pennsylvania Municipalities Planning
Code (Act 247).

In 2019, 127 zoning revisions
were submitted for review. These
consisted of changes to zoning
maps, comprehensive changes to
local zoning ordinances, and minor
amendments to existing ordinances.
New Dynamics 247 Database Interface

RESIDENTIAL
PROPOSALS

NONRESIDENTIAL
PROPOSALS

Apartment proposals continued to boost
the total number of proposed residential
units, but single-family detached and
attached homes are gaining ground. A
total of 2,057 of the 4,656 housing units
proposed in 2019 were multifamily
structures—most of which were located
in medium-to-large apartment projects.
Single-family attached units (primarily
townhouses) accounted for 1,469 units
proposed while single-family detached
units numbered 1,130.

The total nonresidential development square
footage proposed in 2019 (3,243,229) was well
above the amount proposed in 2018 but still
slightly below the most recent high in 2017.
Industrial development comprised the largest
share of nonresidential development proposed
while the proposed square footage of the
remaining categories (commercial, institutional,
office) was not too far behind.

Proposed Nonresidential Square Feet by Development Type, 2010–2019
4,846,191

The Reserve at Creekside - Whitemarsh
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TRACKING COUNTY TRENDS
MCPC is very skilled at researching and analyzing a variety of data to
keep track of the trends occurring in our dynamic county. During 2019,
we monitored various conditions, trends, and issues to provide timely
information to local leaders and business professionals, who all make
important decisions that have an impact on the future of the county.
We also offer information designed to help county residents
make important decisions for themselves and their families.
Careful research and thought goes into providing accurate
information within convenient platforms so it can be used
in many ways. Our Montco Planning Data Portal continues
to be a popular resource with thousands of visits throughout
the year. In 2019, we utilized GIS capabilities to create new
interactive dashboards and story maps to accompany our
data reports. These tools allow the public to explore our data
in a more customizable way that also allows for map-based
exploration of the data.

DEMOGRAPHIC TRENDS
AND INVENTORIES
In 2019, we published several inventory and
demographic reports that characterize key
development trends, some of which are highlighted
below. All of these reports are contained within the
Montco Planning Data Portal.
■

2019 Annual Summary of Subdivision,
Land Development, and Zoning Activity

■

2018 Housing Units Built

■

2018 Nonresidential Construction

■

2018 Median Prices for Housing

■

Updated Inventories:


Shopping Centers



Business Parks



Apartments and Condominiums



Age-Restricted Housing

500 North Gulph Road - Upper Merion
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■

Working with the county’s GIS manager to refine its
entire library of GIS data in order to launch a more
centralized and authoritative data deployment in 2020

■

Providing data support for Montco Forward, an
economic development online mapping toolkit
contracted through the Montgomery County
Commerce Department

■

Developing an interactive map to access the planning
commission’s Act 247 land development submission
database and all associated plan sets
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DATA
HUB
Implementation of the Strategic Management Plan for County GIS
continued in 2019 with the launch of the Montgomery County
Pennsylvania Geospatial Data Hub. The hub, which provides
free public access to a large collection of the county’s geospatial
data, including feature inventories, infrastructure, and parcels,
enhances the county’s policy of open data and regional data
sharing. It also provides for an organized collection of the county’s
most useful geospatial data tools, including many MCPC online
dashboards and Story Maps.

Bucks County
(
!

29

NEW GIS

GIS MAPPING

2019 Residential Construction in Growth, Rural Resource, and Conservation Areas
Lehigh County

Montgomery County 2019 Housing Units Built report dashboard

Delaware County

¯
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2019
MONTGOMERY AWARD
RECIPIENTS

AWARDING EXCELLENCE
2019 MONTGOMERY AWARD

WINNERS

CREST MANOR
Abington Township
Crest Manor, an outstanding
redevelopment project, was awarded
for successful redevelopment,
sustainable and universal design,
and collaborative efforts. This
project, which created modern and
efficient units while embracing
sustainable and universal design,
resulted in an appealing affordable
housing development that blends
in with the neighborhood and
enhances the lives of residents and
the community.
Photo: MCHA

Five outstanding projects and a dedicated advocate, who leads, motivates, and
energizes others to enhance and protect our communities and the environment,
received 2019 Montgomery Awards. This prestigious annual awards program
recognizes the best in planning, design, and advocacy in Montgomery County.
A total of 215 Montgomery Awards have been presented
since 1967 to acknowledge the outstanding efforts and
commitment of communities, organizations, and professionals
in achieving excellence. The program offers a Planning
Advocate Award, which recognizes citizens and organizations
that have made significant and sustained contributions to
planning in Montgomery County. MCPC also partners with
the Montgomery County Conservation District to present an
Environmental Stewardship Award as part of the Montgomery
Awards. This award recognizes a project that exemplifies the
practices of environmental stewardship and conservation
for water and soil quality. All of the 2019 award recipients
demonstrate the great quality of development taking place in
Montgomery County and the value of planning advocacy and
environmental stewardship. For more on the program, a list of
all award recipients, and a searchable database,
visit www.montcopa.org/MontgomeryAwards.
16 www.montcopa.org/planning

Crest Manor - Abington

INNOVATION AND
DISCOVERY CENTER
AT URSINUS COLLEGE
Collegeville Borough
The Innovation and Discovery Center at Ursinus
College, an exceptional building addition, was
awarded for creative master planning, thoughtful
site design, and complementary architecture.
This project sensitively placed a new modern,
complementary building between two existing
buildings in the heart of the college campus,
creating an essential educational complex
which achieves the college’s interdisciplinary
vision by creating spaces and opportunities
that foster creative thinking and innovative
approaches to learning.

Photo: Ellenzweig

John James Audubon Center at Mill Grove - Audubon

Innovation and Discovery Center at Ursinus College - Collegeville
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2019
MONTGOMERY AWARD
RECIPIENTS

CATHERINE M.
“KATE” HARPER, ESQ.

STONELEIGH: A
NATURAL GARDEN

Catherine M. “Kate” Harper, Esq., a dedicated
advocate for the planning, preservation, and
stewardship of Montgomery County’s valuable
green spaces, received the 2019 Planning
Advocate Award. Kate’s successful leadership roles
in the protection of the environment, through
development and implementation of sound policy
and proactive planning, demonstrate her admiration
of the natural environment and her exceptional
skills as a negotiator and promoter who motivates,
leads, and energizes others to enhance and protect
our communities and the natural world.

Lower Merion Township
Stoneleigh: a natural garden, an
outstanding cultural and natural landscape,
was awarded for the preservation and
transformation of a historic 41.8-acre estate,
generously donated by the Haas family, into
an exquisite public nature preserve, garden,
and education center. Through successful
collaboration, this grand estate, consisting
of a stately stone Tudor Revival mansion
and a stunning landscape that incorporates
native species, has become a cherished part
of the fabric of the community that will
forever welcome generations of visitors.

2019
MONTGOMERY AWARD
PLANNING ADVOCATE

Photo: Adam Hribar

Stoneleigh: a natural garden - Lower Merion

WALK & BIKE
POTTSTOWN

2019
MONTGOMERY AWARD
ENVIRONMENTAL STEWARDSHIP

Pottstown Borough

Photo: Traffic Planning and Design, Inc.

Walk & Bike Pottstown - Pottstown

18 www.montcopa.org/planning

Walk & Bike Pottstown, an excellent
multimodal transportation planning and
improvement project, was awarded for
collaborative vision, transportation design,
and community enrichment. This project,
which enhances Pottstown’s traditional
walkable sidewalk network by providing
protected and buffered bike lanes,
shared roadways with sharrow markings,
and sidewalk improvements along key
streets, has created a safe environment
for pedestrians, bicyclists, and motorists
and has provided tangible benefits for the
health and wellness of the residents of
Pottstown and nearby communities.

Catherine M. “Kate” Harper, Esq.

ASPLUNDH
CANCER PAVILION
Upper Moreland Township

Asplundh Cancer Pavilion - Upper Moreland

The Asplundh Cancer Pavilion, an exceptional
project, received the 2019 Environmental
Stewardship Award for excellence in
environmental and sustainable design. This
project, which provides sustainable stormwater
management elements, including an underground
infiltration system and attractive rain gardens,
protects the natural environment while providing
appealing indoor and outdoor spaces and scenic
views of nature creatively connected through
innovative architectural design, enhancing the
healing process for patients.
2019 Annual Report 19

EAST

EENVILLE
GR

NARBERTH 2040
COMPREHENSIVE PLAN

RO
BO

PROVIDING COMMUNITY
PLANNING SERVICES

c o u n t y ,

P e n n s y l v a n i a

IN

75

M o n t g o m e r y

C.
SEPT. 6, 18

April 2019

East Greenville
Lansdale Sign

Ordinance Update

PARKS & OPEN
SPACE PLAN
Approved November 4, 2019

August 2019 Draft

Hatboro comprehensive plan open house - Hatboro

■

Lower Providence Township
Adopted Ridge Pike West Corridor Study

■

Schwenksville Borough
Adopted comprehensive zoning revision

■

Lower Pottsgrove Township
Adopted an open space plan update

■

Souderton Borough
Adopted revised mixed-use redevelopment zoning

■

Narberth Borough
Adopted new comprehensive plan

■

Springfield Township
Adopted new historic preservation ordinance

■

Plymouth Township
Adopted new comprehensive plan

■

West Norriton Township
Adopted new West Main Street vision plan

PUBLIC COMMUNITY OPEN HOUSES

A strong county must be built one municipality at a time, and planning is the
primary tool our municipal leaders use to guide development in ways that best
achieve the vision established for their community. In 2019, we maintained
contracts with 36 municipalities, serving nearly 60 percent of the county’s residents.

PLANNING ASSISTANCE CONTRACTS
While we are contracted for a variety of services under the Montgomery County
Community Planning Assistance Contract Program, this year primarily involved updating
comprehensive plans for five communities and zoning or subdivision ordinance updates
for another four communities. Other professional planning services provided to the
communities involved preparation of various open space plan updates, corridor planning
studies, minor zoning and subdivision and land development ordinances, grant writing,
and economic development support. Examples of the many municipal projects we worked
on in 2019 include:
■

Abington Township
Completed draft of subdivision and land
development ordinance

■

Cheltenham Township
Completed draft of subdivision and land
development ordinance

20 www.montcopa.org/planning

PROVIDING
PROFESSIONAL
SERVICES TO

36

Comprehensive plan open house - Bridgeport

Parks and recreation plan open house - East Greenville

Comprehensive plan open house - Abington

Comprehensive plan open house - Lower Frederick

MUNICIPALITIES

■

East Greenville Borough
Adopted an updated parks and open space plan

■

Lansdale Borough
Completed an illustrated sign ordinance
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REGIONAL PLANNING

Keim Street Gateway Concept Design.

In addition to serving individual municipalities, our
planners assist the four regional planning commissions
that comprise 24 Montgomery County municipalities.
These active regional boards continue to work effectively
in addressing issues which extend beyond municipal
boundaries. In 2019, the four regional planning
commissions continued to finalize the preparation of the
multi-regional greenway study, focusing on completion
of the Main Street greenway elements of the study.
That part of the study assessed the downtowns of ten
boroughs and three villages, making recommendations
for ways to make the areas more walkable, better
landscaped, and environmentally sustainable. Several
municipalities have already embraced multiple projects
identified in the Main Street greenway assessments and have obtained Montco 2040
grants for implementation. The individual regions have also been moving toward
implementation of the greenway goals through their own projects. For example, the
Central Perkiomen Valley region has initiated the development of an interactive map for
users of the Perkiomen Trail. The map will be viewable on smart phones, allowing trail
users to identify destinations, such as restaurants and shops, which are located only a
short distance from the trail. This will build upon the greenway goal of enhancing and
leveraging recreation/nature tourism for economic development purposes.

KEIM STREET TODAY

Perkiomen Trail - Upper Salford

ILLUSTRATION OF STREETSCAPE IMPROVEMENTS

MCPC collaborated with Pottstown Borough and a task force under a TCDI grant from DVRPC to work on the Keim Street
gateway concept plan. This aspirational plan for the revitalization of the industrial area along Keim Street and Industrial
Highway involves providing a connection to the Schuylkill River Trail. The plan, which proposes redevelopment in two
phases, includes concepts for industrial mixed-use and a vibrant streetscape along Keim Street, a realignment of Keim Street
to connect to the Keim Street Bridge over the river, and the eventual redevelopment of the area along Industrial Highway for
residential, commercial, and light industrial uses. A 10-foot-wide dedicated shared-use path, connecting the neighborhoods
of Pottstown to the Schuylkill River Trail, is proposed as part of the final design, helping to promote the goals of connected
communities, a vibrant economy, and sustainable places contained in the county’s comprehensive plan.

2019 Municipal and Regional Contracts
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Norristown
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Bridgeport
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West
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Cheltenham School District
Enrollment Projections

2018-19 Update
Lower Merion
Narberth

March 5, 2019

North Coventry

Regional Contracts - 4

Prepared by the Montgomery County Planning Commission

SCHOOL DISTRICT ENROLLMENT
PROJECTION SERVICES
MCPC offers School District Enrollment Projection Services through
a community planning assistance contract. In 2019, we had one of
our busiest years ever performing five total studies. This included two
brand new clients, the Wissahickon School District and the Souderton
Area School District, as well as three full study updates for previously
contracted districts—Abington, Cheltenham, and Lower Merion School
Districts. We have now worked with 14 of the county’s 22 districts and
have produced 25 separate reports. Our enrollment projection reports
contain detailed information on local development trends within the
school district along with other demographic data. This collaborative
work benefits the school districts and MCPC. We are able to apply our
expertise in demographics and development trends in the county and
use valuable county data to bolster our projections and insight for each
district. At the same time, we learn about the issues facing each district
and how land use and demographic changes have real effects on families,
governing bodies, and taxpayers.

Township Contracts - 23
Borough Contracts - 13
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OVER

800
PUBLIC
PARTICIPANTS

■

Conducting a workshop aimed at helping municipalities, schools, and
other organizations plan for a sustainable future by highlighting ways
to form productive partnerships. Speakers from a broad spectrum of
organizations shared their experiences, the challenges they faced, and how
they were able to overcome on their way to better operations.

■

Providing an event focused on how to transform downtowns into Main
Street greenways by focusing on ways to make them more walkable,
greener, and environmentally sustainable. Participants were able to walk
a downtown for a chance to practice recognizing specific improvement
opportunities that they could use to make their own downtown into a
Main Street greenway.

■

Participating in PARK(ing) Day 2019 in Norristown where we created
two spaces with the themes of residential agriculture and recycling and
shared information on these topics and more. Representatives from the
Montgomery County Beekeepers’ Association of Pennsylvania joined us to
provide information on beekeeping and plants that support bees.

■

Promoting MCPC at the 2019 spring and fall annual conventions of the
Montgomery County Association of Township Officials (MCATO) where
we shared our latest planning resources, the professional services we offer
to assist communities, and information on upcoming planning courses
and events with municipal officials and others.

■

Conducting a day-long charrette at the request of Lower Merion Township
to test the township’s draft zoning code in order to identify areas that
require clarification, revision, or further study. The session, which
brought together planners, engineers, developers, architects and others,
resulted in a set of recommendations to revise the proposed zoning
code and identification of specific areas for further study and the master
planning process.

■

Hosting a number of community open houses and workshops to share
information and receive public feedback on municipal comprehensive
plans and other plans being developed or updated under the community
planning assistance program, including an open house for Pottstown’s
Keim Street Gateway project.

■

Presenting a variety of topics to several organizations, broadcasting on
radio, producing videos, hosting webinars, and participating at Earth
Day celebrations, local health fairs, community nights out, the Senior
Olympics, the PA Farm Show, Montco 4-H Fair, and Ag Literacy Week. In
2019, we also had a meetup with the Montgomery County Conservation
District to give overviews of our work programs.

■

Increasing our social media reach.

■

Producing four Planning Perspectives newsletter issues and issues of
our revitalization newsletter, Town Center News, and our farmland
preservation newsletter, StalkTalk.

■

Awarding five outstanding projects and one exceptional planning advocate
as part of the 2019 Montgomery Awards Program.

Sustainability event - Cheltenham

OVER

1,312
PROMOTING
SMART
PLANNING

Main Street
greenways
event in
Lansdale

MCPC assists municipalities and produces resources that
can be used by the county, local officials, businesses,
community leaders, engaged citizens, and others.
Outreach is essential in informing the public of these services and resources and getting
them into the hands of decision makers. Our commission strives to share these resources
with communities by providing planning education throughout the year. In 2019, we offered
courses and events through our Planning Smarter Montco 2019 series. We capped off the year
by celebrating our 2019 Montgomery Award winners—all examples of excellence in planning.
Throughout the year, MCPC provided planning information in newsletters, e-blasts, social
media posts, community and group presentations, and participation at conferences and events.
Some of our 2019 outreach efforts include:
■

■

Adding a fourth sponsored PMPEI course, The Course in Zoning Administration, to
our Planning Smarter Montco 2019 series. The four nine-hour courses we offered
in community planning, subdivision and land development, zoning, and zoning
administration were attended by over 80 people.
Offering an event focused on the benefits and
challenges of residential agriculture (the keeping
of bees or chickens, composting, and gardening)
and how to use best practices to effectively manage
these practices. Several presenters and exhibitors
participated in this event, which corresponds to our
new 2019 guidebook, Suburban Homestead: A
Primer on Best Management and Practices.

FACEBOOK
FRIENDS

OVER

1,300

PARK(ing) Day 2019 - Norristown

FOLLOWERS
ON TWITTER

1.89

MILLION

MCPC at MCATO convention - East Norriton

VISITS TO OUR
FLICKR SITE

PLANNING
SMARTER

8

MONTCO

2020

PLANNING
SMARTER
EVENTS

The Course in Community Planning - Limerick

APPROXIMATELY

30

Suburban Homestead: A Primer on
Best Management and Practices

E-BLASTS

2,000

COMMUNITY
LEADERS
To Over

MCPC at Norristown Night Out - Norristown
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2019 TOUR OF BRIDGEPORT
AND UPPER MERION
The MCPC Board was joined by the Montgomery County
Commissioners and others for a tour of various locations in
Bridgeport Borough and Upper Merion Township. The tour took
place aboard a SEPTA electric bus with interesting stops along the
way. Tour highlights included proposed and ongoing development
in the Village of Valley Forge, King of Prussia Mall, and Moore
Park; updates on the design for the Chester Valley Trail, new PA
Park Square - King of Prussia
Turnpike interchange, and KOP Rail projects; and Bridgeport’s
new climbing gym and infill townhome and transit-oriented development (TOD). These annual tours offer an opportunity to
meet with municipal officials and partner agencies and organizations, along with business partners to discuss new or planned
development, transportation projects, trails and open space plans, and other projects of interest in the area.

LEADERSHIP

2019 MCPC Board tour

The nine-member Montgomery County Planning Commission Board,
appointed by the Montgomery County Commissioners, plays an important
leadership role in addressing future challenges confronting the county.
Each member, volunteering to serve a four-year term, offers
a unique perspective and varied expertise, representing the
geographic and cultural diversity of the county. The board
advises our staff on critical issues at monthly meetings and
works to promote excellence in planning throughout the
county. The board, which held 11 meetings in 2019, took
action on various contracts, provided important planning
guidance, and received staff briefings and guest presentations
from the following organizations:
■

Perkiomen Watershed Conservancy
Perkiomen Creek Water Trail – Feasibility Study

■

PennDOT and Urban Engineers
PennDOT Roundabout - Safer Intersection Alternative
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■

Valley Forge Park Alliance and
Traffic Planning & Design, Inc.
North Gulph Road Trail Feasibility Study

■

Michael Baker International
Southeastern Pennsylvania Mobility Partnership Report

■

DVRPC
Community Impacts of Multifamily Development Report

■

Wissahickon Valley Watershed Association and
Pennsylvania Environmental Council
Draft Wissahickon Water Quality Improvement Plan

■

West Norriton Township
West Main Street Vision Plan

MONTGOMERY
COUNTY PLANNING
COMMISSION BOARD
2019 Board Members

(L-R) Robert E. Blue, Jr., P.E., P.L.S.; Jill Blumhardt; David L. Cohen, AICP; Obed Arango; Dulcie F. Flaharty,
Vice Chair; Steven Kline, Chair; John J. Ernst, AIA; Charles J. Tornetta; Scott Exley

Steven Kline, Chair
Dulcie F. Flaharty, Vice Chair
Obed Arango
Robert E. Blue, Jr., P.E., P.L.S.
Jill Blumhardt
David L. Cohen, AICP
John J. Ernst, AIA
Scott Exley
Charles J. Tornetta
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MONTGOMERY COUNTY
TRANSPORTATION AUTHORITY

MONTGOMERY COUNTY
AGRICULTURAL LAND
PRESERVATION BOARD

2019 Authority Members

2019 Board Members

Scott Brown, Chair
Jeannette J. Quirus, P.E., Vice Chair
John R. Wichner, P.E., Secretary/Treasurer
Janet B. Cunningham, P.E.
Laura B. Frein, CPSM
Jeffrey D. Guzy, P.E.
John Kennedy
Tom Kohler
Allison Slizofski, P.E.

Jonathan E. Rinde, Esq., Chair
John Corkum, Vice Chair
Brett Altman
Theodore F. Poatsy, Jr.
Stephen C. Quigley
The Montgomery County Agricultural Land
Preservation Board, generally referred to
as the farm board, is a five-member board
consisting of two active farmers, an elected
municipal official, a builder, and a
(L-R): Brett Altman; Ted Poatsy; John Corkum, Vice Chair; Jonathan Rinde , Esq., Chair
member-at-large. The board guides the
county’s farmland preservation efforts by
prioritizing farmland applications and working with staff and farmers to arrive at fair agriculture easement acquisition values.
The farm board met four times in 2019 and also held a day-long tour of prospective farms for preservation.

MONTGOMERY COUNTY
OPEN SPACE BOARD

(Front L-R): Jeanette J. Quirus, PE, PTOE, Vice Chair; Scott Brown, Chair;
Laura B. Frein, CPSM; John R. Wichner, PE, Secretary/Treasurer
(Back L-R): Allison Slizofski, PE, PTOE; John H. Kennedy, AICP;
Janet B. Cunningham, PE; Tom Kohler; Jeffrey D. Guzy, PE

The Montgomery County Transportation Authority was formed by the Montgomery County Commissioners to aid in
the development of transportation improvement projects throughout the county. The nine-member authority addresses
transportation improvement needs in the county by guiding projects such as the Lafayette Street Extension Project and the
Ridge Pike Improvement Project. The authority, which met 12 times in 2019, will also assist in the acquisition of rights-ofway for future county trails. The MCTA also toured sections of the Ridge Pike Improvement Project in 2019.

“We thank all of our boards
for their vision, dedication, and
leadership in working with us
to plan a sustainable future for
Montgomery County”

2019 Board Members
Bruce D. Reed, Chair
Paul Meyer, Chair*
Kimberly G. Sheppard, Vice Chair
Gail Farmer**
Michael M. Stokes
Mark J. Vasoli

— Jody L. Holton, AICP
MCPC Executive Director

MCTA tour of Ridge Pike Improvement Project sections

The Montgomery County Open Space Board consists of
five members who have interest and experience in land
preservation and natural resources protection. The board
works with MCPC staff to identify suitable properties
and greenways to be protected in the county and to guide
trail development projects. It also assists in the promotion
of conservation and trail use throughout the county. The
board met six times in 2019, and toured Pottstown with a
focus on the Schuylkill River trail future alignment.
*Retired from board in February 2019
**Appointed to fill Paul Meyer’s remaining term

Maple Achers Farm - Plymouth

Lafayette Street Extension ribbon-cutting ceremony

(L-R) Gail Farmer; Michael M. Stokes; Bruce D. Reed, Chair;
Mark J. Vasoli; Kimberly G. Sheppard, Vice Chair
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MCPC is fortunate to have some of the best and brightest staff
members who work hard and are dedicated to their profession
and the planning commission.

OUR STAFF

NEW STAFF MEMBERS IN 2019
MCPC is fortunate to attract very educated, skilled,
talented, and experienced professionals to come and
work as part of our dynamic team to accomplish much
for the communities and citizens of Montgomery County.
In 2019, we were pleased to welcome the following new
staff members:

Ann Marie Meehan
Ann Marie, Administrative
Executive Assistant, assists the
MCTA and the Montgomery
County Agricultural Land
Preservation Board, edits
documents, and works on
various administrative tasks.

Ellen Miramontes, PLA
Ellen, Open Space Planner II,
brings her background as a
landscape architect and urban
planner to open space
preservation and trail planning.

Five Staff Members Receive Service Pins
Congratulations to our five staff members who received service pins from the Montgomery
County Commissioners for their excellent work and commitment to serving the citizens of the
county. These dedicated staff members have a combined total of over 115 years of service to
Montgomery County! The 2019 MCPC pin recipients include John Cover, Assistant Director
(35 years); Rita McKelvey, Principal Communications Manager (35 years); Barry Jeffries,
Senior Design Planner (20 years); Matthew Edmond, Section Chief: Transportation (15 years);
and Jon Lesher, Principal Environmental Planner II (10 years). Well done everyone!

Celebrating after the service pin
ceremony are (L-R) Jody Holton,
AICP, MCPC Executive Director;
Jon Lesher; Barry Jeffries; John
Cover; Matthew Edmond; Rita
McKelvey; Valerie Arkoosh,
Chair, Montgomery County
Commissioners; and Kenneth
Lawrence, Vice Chair, Montgomery
County Commissioners.

Michael Lowrey
Michael, Community Planner,
provides professional planning
services for Ambler Borough,
Collegeville Borough, West
Norriton Township, and West
Pottsgrove Township.

John Miklos
John, Community Planner,
provides professional planning
services to Lower Frederick
Township, Lower Providence
Township, and Rockledge
Borough.

Claire Warner
Claire, Community Planner,
provides professional planning
services for Bridgeport Borough,
Lower Salford Township, Upper
Dublin Township, and Upper
Moreland Township.

Promotions
MCPC is fortunate to have brilliant staff members who are dedicated to the planning commission and work tirelessly to
accomplish much for Montgomery County. In 2019, nine staff members were promoted. Henry Stroud was promoted to
Section Chief of Trails and Open Space; Michael Narcowich was promoted to Assistant Section Chief: Community Planning;
Marley Bice and Jon Lesher were promoted to Principal Planner II; Jack Byerly, Julia Detwiler, Ellis Foley, and Shane Greenburg
were promoted to Planner II; and Steve Zbyszinski was promoted to Farmland Preservation Planner. Congratulations!

BEST WISHES TO DEE VAN BUSKIRK!
MCPC wishes the very best to Dee Van Buskirk, Administrative Executive
Assistant, who retired on July 9 after 15 years at MCPC. Dee, who first joined the
Montgomery County workforce in 1985 as a part-time employee in the solicitor’s
office, served the county for over three decades. At MCPC, she served as secretary
for the Montgomery County Revitalization Board, the Montgomery County
Agricultural Land Preservation Board, and the Montgomery County Transportation
Authority. In addition, she performed a variety of important administrative tasks.
We will miss her incredible work ethic, professional attitude, commitment to
excellence, and friendly personality. We wish her great happiness, excellent health,
and much happiness in the next phase of her life. Congratulations Dee!
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(L-R) Jon Lesher, Steve
Zbyszinski, Henry Stroud,
Julia Detwiler, Shane
Greenburg, Jody Holton,
AICP, MCPC Executive
Director
Dee Van Buskirk with
Resolution of Appreciation
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STAFF ACCOMPLISHMENTS

2019 MCPC STAFF

Chloe Mohr Receives Top TDM Professional Award
Chloe Mohr, Community Planner II, received a “Top TDM Professionals under 40 Award”
from GVF at the organization’s annual meeting. The award is presented to leaders who
are striving to find creative solutions to improve quality of life through engineering,
planning, marketing campaigns, and commuting alternative programs.
Chloe Mohr, AICP with award

Matthew Popek
Earns AICP Certification
Matthew Popek, Senior
Transportation Planner, earned AICP
certification in 2019. The American
Institute of Certified Planners (AICP)
is the American Planning Association’s
professional institute. This
certification recognizes planners for
their education,
experience,
knowledge,
ethical practice,
and commitment
to the planning
profession.
Matthew Popek, AICP

Pattie Guttenplan is
Elected Secretary of
APA PA Southeast

Donna Caramenico earns
PA Certified Recycling
Professional Designation

Pattie E. B. Guttenplan, RLA, AICP, Section
Chief: Design Planning & Graphic Design,
was elected as Secretary of the APA PA
Southeast Section Council (APAPASE).
This non-profit professional organization
promotes and recognizes
good planning in the
region, encourages
involvement of citizen
planners throughout
the municipalities,
and is a support for
local planners through
Pattie E. B. Guttenplan,
educational initiatives.
RLA, AICP

Donna Caramenico received certification
as a Pennsylvania Certified Recycling
Professional in 2019 after completing
required courses in the past three years for
recycling, composting, waste reduction,
program administration, and related topics
from the Professional
Recyclers of
Pennsylvania (PROP).
This certification is
offered through the
Penn State University
program.
Donna Caramenico

2019 MCPC Interns
We’re always grateful to have interns to work with us in our mission while
providing them with practical experience in the field of planning. We had two
great interns join us in 2019—Caitlin Pedersen, from Coopersburg, and Ronald
Landis from Philadelphia. Caitlin, who is seeking a master’s degree in urban and
regional planning from West Chester University, is focusing her career goal on
Caitlin Pedersen
Ronald Landis
preserving land/sustainable building. Ronald is seeking a master’s degree in city
and regional planning from Temple University. He would like to become an advocate for innovation throughout the planning
profession while working for a developing and diverse community’s planning commission. We sincerely thank our interns
and wish them the best of luck.

Our staff is divided into functional areas including
county and GIS, community, environmental,
open space, transportation, design and graphics,
communications, and administrative services. Though
organized into sections, we work collaboratively to
achieve results that benefit the county.
Executive Director
Jody Holton, AICP

Assistant Director
John S. Cover, AICP

Administration
Robin McLean – Administrator
Karina Caddick – Assistant Administrator
Ann Marie Meehan – Administrative Executive Assistant
Denise VanBuskirk – Administrative Executive Assistant*

Communications
Rita M. McKelvey – Principal Communications Manager
Troy Woodyard – Principal Graphic Designer

Community Planning
R. Eric Jarrell – Section Chief
Michael Narcowich, AICP – Assistant Section Chief
Marley Bice, AICP – Principal Planner
Jackson Byerly – Planner II*
Julia Detwiler – Planner II*
Margaret Dobbs, AICP – Senior Planner
Michael Lowrey – Planner
Jamie Magaziner – Planner II
John Miklos – Planner
Chloe Mohr, AICP – Planner II
Brian Olszak – Senior Planner
Claire Warner – Planner

County Planning & GIS
Scott France, AICP – Section Chief
Anne Leavitt-Gruberger, AICP – Assistant Section Chief
Robert Cartier – GIS Coordinator
Danielle Dobisch – Farmland Preservation Administrator*
Jason Emmel – GIS Coordinator
Daniel Farina Jr. – Planner II
William McLay – Senior GIS/Computer System Coordinator
Steve Zbyszinski – Farmland Preservation Planner

Design Planning & Graphic Design
Pattie E.B. Guttenplan, RLA, AICP – Section Chief
Kevin Chavous – Planner
Juliana Guarna – Principal Graphic Designer
Barry Jeffries – Senior Planner
Tamar Nativ – Urban Design Planner
Anastasia Somers – Principal Graphic Designer II

Environmental Planning
Drew Shaw, AICP – Section Chief
Donna Caramenico – Recycling Associate
Ellis Foley – Planner II
Veronica Harris – Recycling Coordinator
Jon Lesher – Principal Planner II

Trails & Open Space Planning
Henry Stroud – Section Chief*
Donna Fabry – Senior Open Space Planner
Shane Greenburg – Planner II*
Ellen Miramontes, PLA – Planner II

Transportation Planning
Matthew Edmond, AICP – Section Chief
Andrew Besold – Planner II
Crystal Gilchrist, AICP – Principal Multimodal Transportation Planner
Matthew Popek, AICP – Senior Planner
* Resigned/retired in 2019

Annual APA PA Conference
Our staff once again participated in the annual conference of the Pennsylvania
Chapter of the American Planning Association, which occurred on October 22
in Reading and featured over 40 concurrent sessions. MCPC Executive Director
Jody Holton spoke about Montco 2040: A Shared Vision. John Cover, Assistant
Director, and Mike Narcowich, Assistant Section Chief: Community Planning,
discussed the Keystone Employment and Economic Plan (KEEP) for Pottstown
and West Pottsgrove. Matthew Edmond, Section Chief: Transportation Planning,
gave a presentation on Bike Montco: The Bicycle Plan for Montgomery County.
Jon Lesher, Principal Environmental Planner II, spoke on sustainable places,
and Scott France, Section Chief: County Planning & GIS, gave a presentation on
multifamily homes. This annual conference provides an opportunity for MCPC to
connect with and share information with other planning professionals.
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MCPC Executive Director Jody Holton proudly displays the Bike
Montco award presented at the APA PA Conference. Joining her are
other MCPC staff members who attended the conference.
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2019 Montgomery County
Planning Commission Board
Steven Kline, Chair
Dulcie F. Flaharty, Vice Chair
Obed Aranago
Robert E. Blue, Jr., P.E., P.L.S.
Jill Blumhardt
David L. Cohen, AICP
John J. Ernst, AIA
Scott Exley
Charles J. Tornetta
Jody L. Holton, AICP, Executive Director

2019 Montgomery County
Board of Commissioners
Valerie A. Arkoosh, MD, MPH, Chair
Kenneth E. Lawrence, Jr., Vice Chair
Joseph C. Gale, Commissioner
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