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Congratulations to Our 2019
Montgomery Award Winners!

Five outstanding projects and a dedicated advocate,
who leads, motivates, and energizes others to
enhance and protect our communities and the
environment, received
2019 Montgomery Awards
at an awards presentation
last month. The annual
Montgomery Awards
recognize the best in
MONTGOMERY AWARDS
Excellence in Planning and Design
planning, design, and
advocacy in Montgomery
County. Since 1967, the
program has presented
215 awards that acknowledge the outstanding efforts
and commitment of communities, organizations,
and professionals in achieving excellence. The
Planning Advocate Award recognizes citizens
and organizations that have made significant and
sustained contributions to planning in Montgomery
County. In 2017, MCPC partnered with the
Montgomery County Conservation District to present
an Environmental Stewardship Award as part of the
Montgomery Awards. This award recognizes a project
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that exemplifies the practices of environmental
stewardship and conservation for water and soil
quality. All of the award recipients, highlighted
below, demonstrate the great quality of development
taking place in Montgomery County and the
value of planning advocacy and environmental
stewardship. For more on the program, a list of
all award recipients, and a searchable database,
visit www.montcopa.org/MontgomeryAwards.

Crest Manor
Abington Township
Crest Manor, an outstanding redevelopment
project, was awarded for successful redevelopment,
sustainable and universal design, and collaborative
efforts. This project, which created modern
and efficient units while embracing sustainable
and universal design, resulted in an appealing
affordable housing development that blends
in with the neighborhood and enhances the
lives of residents and the community.

preservation and transformation of a historic
41.8-acre estate, generously donated by the
Haas family, into an exquisite public nature
preserve, garden, and education center.
Through successful collaboration, this grand
estate, consisting of a grand stone Tudor
Revival mansion and a stunning landscape
that incorporates native species, has become a
cherished part of the fabric of the community
that will forever welcome generations of visitors.

Innovation and Discovery
Center at Ursinus College
Collegeville Borough
The Innovation and Discovery Center at Ursinus
College, an exceptional building addition, was
awarded for creative master planning, thoughtful
site design, and complementary architecture.
This project sensitively placed a new modern,
complementary building between two existing
buildings in the heart of the college campus, creating
an essential educational complex which achieves
the interdisciplinary vision of Ursinus College by
creating spaces and opportunities that foster creative
thinking and innovative approaches to learning.

Stoneleigh: a natural garden
Lower Merion Township
Stoneleigh: a natural garden, an outstanding
cultural and natural landscape, was awarded for the

Walk & Bike Pottstown
Pottstown Borough
Walk & Bike Pottstown, an excellent multimodal
transportation planning and improvement project,
was awarded for collaborative vision, transportation
design, and community enrichment. This project,
which enhances Pottstown’s traditional walkable
sidewalk network by providing protected and
buffered bike lanes, shared roadways with sharrow
markings, and sidewalk improvements along
key streets, has created a safe environment for
pedestrians, bicyclists, and motorists and has provided
tangible benefits for the health and wellness of the
residents of Pottstown and nearby communities.

system and attractive rain gardens, protects the
natural environment while providing appealing
indoor and outdoor spaces and scenic views of nature
creatively connected through innovative architectural
design, enhancing the healing process for patients.

Lafayette Street Opens to Traffic!

Catherine M. “Kate” Harper, Esq.
2019 Planning Advocate Award
Catherine M. “Kate” Harper, Esq., a dedicated
advocate for the planning, preservation, and
stewardship of Montgomery County’s valuable
green spaces, received the 2019 Planning Advocate
Award. Kate’s successful leadership roles in the
protection of the environment through development
and implementation of sound policy and proactive
planning demonstrate her admiration of the
natural environment and her exceptional skills as
a negotiator and promoter who motivates, leads,
and energizes others to enhance and protect
our communities and the natural world.

MCPC celebrated with the Montgomery County
commissioners, state and local officials, and other
guests at a ribbon-cutting ceremony in November for
the completion of part of Phase 3 of the Lafayette
Street Extension Project, which opened Phase 1 of
Lafayette Street to traffic. Drivers will experience four
new traffic lanes with landscaped medians between
Ford Street and Conshohocken Road along with
reconstructed and widened traffic lanes and sidewalks
between Ford Street and DeKalb Street. The project
created pedestrian amenities including work on the
Schuylkill River Trail, a new linear park, and a new
crosswalk near the Norristown Transportation Center.

Celebrating the Upcoming
Preservation of Maple Acres Farm

Asplundh Cancer Pavilion
Upper Moreland Township
The Asplundh Cancer Pavilion received the 2019
Environmental Stewardship Award for excellence in
environmental and sustainable design. This project,
which provides sustainable stormwater management
elements, including an underground infiltration

In October, Montgomery County celebrated the
anticipated preservation of Maple Acres Farm in
Plymouth Township under the Montgomery County
Agricultural Land Preservation Program. The
celebration took place at this wonderful farm, located
at 2656 Narcissa Road. Maple Acres is the last working
farm in Plymouth Township and belongs to Gary
McKeown, whose family has owned the property for
more than 100 years. Once just 12 acres, it has grown
to about 30 acres over the years and has become a
favorite landmark of this corner of the county. The

sustainable. These three fundamental principles
were explained through examples from many
of Montgomery County’s boroughs and villages.
Participants were then invited to take a walking
tour to visit multiple areas in the local downtown.
The tour offered participants a chance to practice
recognizing specific improvement opportunities,
which they can use to make their own downtown
into a Main Street Greenway. The event program
and PowerPoint presentation are available
at www.montcopa.org/PlanningSmarter.
Maple Acres Farm

farm is a robust operation full of flowers, vegetables,
hayrides, ponies, and a lot of smiling faces. We look
forward to settlement of the farm in January. We are
closing in on 10,000 acres of preserved farmland in
Montgomery County and should hit that milestone
in 2020!
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Transforming Our
Downtowns into Main
Street Greenways

New Updated
Inventories Available
MCPC compiles and
continually updates
data as it relates to
various topics. Below
are brief descriptions
of recently updated
inventories. Links to the
full reports as well as detailed information in the
Montco Planning Data Portal are available below:

Age-Restricted Housing
The current inventory lists 115 age-restricted
developments with more than 17,600 independent
living units across the county.
Report | Data Portal

Multifamily and Attached Housing
The multifamily and attached housing inventory
depicts housing preferences of county’s residents.
Report | Data Portal
We had a great turnout for our October 29 event
on “Transforming Our Downtowns into Main
Street Greenways” in Lansdale Borough Hall.
The event focused on how communities can
strengthen connections between their downtowns
and nearby trails, stream valleys, and open spaces.
By establishing their downtown as an extension of
these greenway systems, they enhance its vibrancy
and foster economic development. The presenters
highlighted how to transform a downtown into a
Main Street Greenway by focusing on ways to make
it more walkable, greener, and environmentally

Shopping Centers
As of the end of 2018 (latest data), there were a
total of 144 shopping centers in
Montgomery County.
Report | Data Portal

Business Parks
The business park inventory sheds some light on
the spatial impact that formal employment centers
have on Montgomery County.
Report | Data Portal

Community Outreach

Staff News

MCATO 2019 Fall Convention - East Norriton Township

MCATO 2019 Fall Convention
We always welcome opportunities to visit communities
and organizations to share information. MCPC
participated at the MCATO 2019 Fall Convention
in East Norriton with an agency table packed with
information on Montco 2040; the professional
planning services we provide; the county’s new
complete streets and health policies; our guidebooks
on institutional adaptive reuse, residential agriculture,
townhouse community design, and green parking
lots; Bike Montco and Walk Montco; planning
events and courses; and other information!
MCPC Executive Director Jody Holton gave a
presentation on the new Complete Streets policy
and upcoming courses and planning events.

Community
Comprehensive
Plan Open Houses
and Workshops
A major element
in creating a
comprehensive plan
Abington Township
is community input.
Our planners work
with their communities under the community
planning assistance program to make this happen.
These outreach efforts often include surveys,
public open houses and workshops, community
events, and even live polling. Recent community
comprehensive plan events took place in Bridgeport
Borough and New Hanover, and a series of
workshops were offered in Abington Township.

MCPC staff at APA PA conference in Reading - (Kneeling L-R) Pattie Guttenplan,
Section Chief: Design Planning & Graphic Design; MCPC Executive Director Jody
Holton; and Crystal Gilchrist, Principal Multimodal Transportation Planner (Standing L-R) Anne Leavitt-Gruberger, Assistant Section Chief: County Planning; Matthew
Edmond, Section Chief: Transportation Planning; Scott France, Section Chief:
County Planning; Matthew Popek, Senior Transportation Planner; Marley Bice, Principal Community Planner; Maggie Dobbs, Senior Community Planner; and Claire
Warner, Community Planner

APA PA Conference
Our staff participated in the annual conference
of the Pennsylvania Chapter of the American
Planning Association, which took place on October
22 in Reading and featured over 40 concurrent
sessions. MCPC Executive Director Jody Holton
spoke about Montco 2040: A Shared Vision. John
Cover, Assistant Director, and Mike Narcowich,
Assistant Section Chief: Community Planning,
discussed the Keystone Employment and Economic Plan
(KEEP) for Pottstown and West Pottsgrove. Matthew
Edmond, Section Chief: Transportation Planning,
gave a presentation on Bike Montco: The Bicycle
Plan for Montgomery County. Jon Lesher, Principal
Environmental Planner, spoke on sustainable places
and Scott France, Section Chief: County Planning,
gave a presentation on multifamily homes.

Matthew Popek

Woo-Hoo Matt!
Congratulations to
Matthew Popek, Senior
Transportation Planner, who
earned AICP certification!
The American Institute
of Certified Planners
(AICP) is the American
Planning Association’s

professional institute. This certification recognizes
planners for their education, experience,
knowledge, ethical practice, and commitment
to the planning profession. Well done Matt!
Congratulations Steve!
Congratulations to Stephen
Zbyszinski, who has been
promoted to Farmland
Preservation Planner. Steve
began at MCPC as a summer
intern in 2016 and was hired
as a Planning Technician
Stephen Zbyszinski
in February 2017. He is
looking forward to working to become the new
manager of the farmland preservation program and
to meeting everyone in the farming community.
He will be working on the program at an exciting
time—the anticipation of reaching the milestone
of 10,000 preserved acres in Montco in 2020!

Senior Design Planner; Chloe Mohr, Community
Planner II; Ellen Miramontes, Open Space Planner
II; Matt Popek, Senior Transportation Planner;
and Drew Shaw, Section Chief: Environmental
Planning. Have a little listen to “Jingle Bells.”

MCPC Holiday Party
We had a festive holiday celebration in our decked
out conference room on December 13. Great food,
fun company, and a little “friendly” trivia competition!
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Montgomery County Board of Commissioners
MCPC’s talented choir members are joined by Choir Director extraordinaire Dr.
Regina Gordon (L-R) Barry Jeffries, Chloe Mohr, Rob Cartier, Matt Popek, Juliana
Guarna, Pattie Guttenplan, Crystal Gilchrist, Drew Shaw, Dr. Regina Gordon, and
Ellen Miramontes

Celebrating the Holidays
We always look forward to the wonderful annual
concert performed by the Montgomery County
Courthouse Choir! MCPC is well represented with
nine talented members in the choir—Rob Cartier,
GIS Coordinator; Crystal Gilchrist, Principal
Multimodal Transportation Planner; Juliana Guarna,
Principal Designer; Pattie Guttenplan, Section Chief:
Design Planning & Graphic Design; Barry Jeffries,
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