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Begins July 23
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grant award is $100,000; multi-municipal awards
can receive up to $200,000. Visit www.montcopa.
org/CountyTransportationProgram for a
program summary and guidebook, application
information, and project review criteria.

Fourteen Projects Receive
2018 Montco 2040
Implementation Grants

The application period for Round 1 of Montgomery
County’s new County Transportation Program
(CTP) will begin on July 23, 2018 and end on
August 31, 2018. The program uses revenues from
the $5 County Vehicle Registration Fee to expand
the reach of transportation investment and achieve
the goals of the county’s comprehensive plan, Montco
2040: A Shared Vision. Approximately $1 million will
be available each year to fund transportation projects
throughout the county. The 2018 round of grants will
assist municipalities in matching PennDOT’s Green
Light-Go program funding. Only municipalities that
have received a 2017 or 2018 Green Light-Go award
will be eligible to apply
for the CTP in 2018.
The county award will
be 50 percent of the
local match requirement
COUNTY TRANSPORTATION PROGRAM
2018 GUIDEBOOK
for projects, subject to
approval of the program
review committee. The
grant will be distributed
as a reimbursement
JULY 2018
for eligible costs as the
work is performed.
The maximum

The Montgomery County Commissioners awarded
14 grants to projects for the 2018 cycle of the
Montco 2040 Implementation Grant Program.
These awards account for over $1,500,000 across
15 municipalities. The grant program is intended
to assist municipalities in making targeted physical
improvements that achieve real progress toward
the goals of Montco 2040: A Shared Vision and
the plan’s themes of Connected Communities,
Sustainable Places, and Vibrant Economy.
Congratulations to the following grant recipients:
■■ Bridgeport – Town Center Parking
Lot and Civic Event Area – $196,000
to develop municipally owned land
surrounding borough hall into a town
center parking lot and civic event area
■■ Cheltenham – Jenkintown Creek
Restoration: Conklin Recreation Center –
$100,000 to retrofit municipal property
for stormwater improvements

■■ Lower Merion – Montgomery and Old
Lancaster Intersection Improvements –
$50,000 to fund a rain garden alongside
a redesign of this intersection
■■ Lower Moreland – Philmont Avenue Sidewalk
Project – $97,250 to install a 5–foot–wide
sidewalk on the west side of Philmont Avenue
from Anne Street to past Duell Street
■■ Lower Providence – Creating Connections in
Park Pointe – $100,000 to install sidewalks
and a crosswalk to improve walkability
in the Park Pointe business park
■■ Lower Salford – Main Street and Clemons
Road, Shared-Use Path and Sidewalk Connection
– $119,990 to create new connections
between existing paths and sidewalk
segments at the eastern end of Harleysville
■■ Norristown – Arch Street Greenway
Corridor Improvements Project – $150,000
for a promenade and greenway along
the Saw Mill Run channel between
Lafayette Street and East Main Street
■■ Pottstown – Walk and Bike Pottstown Trail
Connection – $135,000 for new connections
between the Walk and Bike Pottstown network
and the nearby Schuylkill River Trail

■■ Upper Hanover/Pennsburg – Montgomery
Avenue Bike Path and Sidewalk
Installation Project – $150,000 for a
sidewalk and bike path near the under–
construction UPSD Middle School
■■ Upper Merion – First Avenue Linear Park
Enhancements – $100,000 for landscape and
hardscape improvements on First Avenue
as part of the ongoing linear park project
■■ Upper Moreland – Fair Oaks Park
Bio–Infiltration Basin – $195,000 for a
bio–infiltration basin within the Pennypack
Creek Watershed at Fair Oaks Park
For more on the grant program and details on
all current and previous grant recipients, visit
www.montcopa.org/Montco2040GrantProgram.

New Reports Show Housing and
Nonresidential Construction Account
for Second Highest Amount of
Construction in Last Five Years
The number of housing units built and nonresidential
square footage completed in Montgomery County
in 2017 show a hot suburban real estate market,
according to our newly released reports on
residential and nonresidential construction.
New Housing Units Built, 2008–2017

■■ Royersford – Royersford Riverfront Park
and Trail (Phase III) – $100,000 for an
extension of the borough’s Riverfront Trail
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■■ Schwenksville – Perkiomen Trail Drainage
Improvement at Schwenksville Station –
$43,560 for drainage improvements
along the Perkiomen Trail
■■ Upper Dublin – Upper Dublin Critical
Connections – SPARK Drive – $50,000
for a new sidewalk along Susquehanna
Road between the Tannerie Wood
development and Spark Drive
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Residential
The 1,964 housing units constructed in 2017
represent a strong housing market and a growing
economy in the county. The estimated taxable
property value of these new units is approximately
$318 million. Over 40 percent of the new housing
units (858 units) are apartments. In recent years,
multifamily has been the fastest-growing housing

type within the county. The report also shows
that single-family attached construction slightly
increased from last year while detached decreased.
Nonresidential Square Footage by Type, 2017

Over
1.6 Million
Square Feet

and zoning review process. Over the past year, we
worked with the county’s Information & Technology
Solutions Department to digitize Act 247 files and
documents from the last ten years, developed an
online submission portal to facilitate municipal and
developer applications, and migrated the existing
static database into a cloud-based dynamic database.
The new system, which went live on May 1, will result
in a streamlined review process for planning staff,
greater sharing of planning documents between
staff and other county departments, and more
powerful analytic capabilities. Even more significant
will be the next phase of the project when a website
is created to allow the public to search and access
land development files from any computer.

Visit a Farmers’ Market in Montco!
Nonresidential
Nonresidential construction completed in 2017
represented the second highest amount within
the last five years. Commercial development,
which includes retail, consumer services, and
hotels, accounted for the highest square footage
at 593,117 square feet and maintained its position
as the majority of nonresidential development
built in the county. The next highest category was
Institutional at just over 280,000 square feet.
Both reports show development trends and how new
development meets the goals of Montco 2040: A Shared
Vision. The housing report provides information on
municipal totals for each housing type and details
on age-restricted units. The nonresidential report
provides municipal square footage totals by land
use. The publications are available under “Reports”
at www.montcopa.org/PlanningPublications.

Our 247 Review Process
Is Now Digital!
MCPC has transitioned
its 247 review process to a
digital format. When fully
implemented, the new system
will create a precedent in
the state for modernization
and public transparency of the land development

247s

In The Cloud

+

Stop by one of the
thirteen farmers’
markets we’ve listed in
Montgomery County to
purchase delicious and
healthful fresh produce
and other products.
Farm-fresh foods support a healthy lifestyle,
and when you buy locally you help to support
agriculture and the local economy. Enjoy!

Planning Smarter Montco 2018
UPCOMING COURSE:
The Course in Zoning

September 13, 20, 27, 2018
Lansdale Borough Hall (Council Chambers)
1 Vine Street•Lansdale, PA 19446
6:30 p.m. – 9:30 p.m.
$110 Registration Fee* (Preregistration required)
MCPC is sponsoring The Course in Zoning, which will
be taught in three consecutive Thursday sessions. This
nuts-and-bolts course for municipal planners, elected
officials, and their staff deals with what is probably
the most fascinating, complex, and provocative topic
in local planning. It traces the evolution of zoning
in the early twentieth century to the way zoning is
practiced in Pennsylvania today. The course stresses

the fundamentals of developing a sound zoning
ordinance using the authority of the Pennsylvania
Municipalities Planning Code (MPC). Topics include
the relationship of zoning to comprehensive
plans, understanding zoning terms, key issues in
drafting a zoning ordinance and map, adoption
and amendment, zoning ordinance administration,
MPC options for joint municipal zoning,
planned residential development, and traditional
neighborhood development. The course includes
mapping exercises, reviews of ordinance provisions,
discussion of problem situations, and ethical issues.
The registration fee is $110. The course is limited
to 25 participants, and pre-registration is required.

to enable a diverse manufacturing sector. A
brief tour of the new and innovative Ambler
Yards project will be provided after the event.

Connected Communities

Bike Montco — Building a Bike-Friendly
Montgomery County

*Municipalities with a current planning assistance contract with MCPC
are eligible for a discounted rate of $90.

Vibrant Economy

UPCOMING EVENT:
Future of Manufacturing in
Montgomery County

October 30, 2018
Ambler Yards
300 Brookside Avenue•Ambler, PA 19002
4:00 p.m. – 6:00 p.m.
Learn about how manufacturing is evolving and
how it can grow within our employment centers
and downtowns. This free event will feature
discussions by various manufacturers in the county.
Municipalities can learn how to accommodate
smaller-scale manufacturing that provides excellent
jobs and creates economic benefits for their
community. This jointly sponsored event with
the Montgomery County Commerce Department
will also explore the overall vision of the county

Several participants tour Morris Road, one of the study areas in the plan, to hear
about the plan’s recommendations to improve bicycle safety at the community college.

We had a great turnout for our Bike Montco event
on June 20 at the Montgomery County Community
College in Blue Bell. Participants had an opportunity
to hear all about Bike Montco, Montgomery County’s
new bicycling plan, and to view the draft plan. The
plan, which envisions a network of on-road bicycling
paths to complement the county’s trail system,
represents a new approach to bicycle planning in the
Philadelphia region. It can be used as a tool to make
communities safer and more attractive to bicyclists.
Several speakers shared the content of the plan
with topics including building safer on-road bicycle
infrastructure, linking to the county’s trail network,
and the role the county can play in providing bicyclist
safety education and encouragement strategies for
new riders. Attendees also had an opportunity to
take a brief tour of Morris Road, one of the study
areas in the plan, and to hear about the plan’s
recommendations to
improve bicycle safety at
the community college.
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The final draft plan and the
DR
event program, PowerPoint
Bike Montco
The Bicycle Plan for Montgomery County
presentations, and photos
are available at www.
montcopa.org/BikeMontco.
Montgomery County Planning Commission

Sustainable Places

Local Water Resource Success
Stories — Stormwater Management and
Water Quality Restoration
Efforts in Montgomery County

sessions on April 18. Our staff gave the
following presentations:
■■ The Montco 2040 Vision and
Grant Funding to Achieve It!
■■ Community Planning Services Tailored
to Meet the Needs of Your Community
■■ Designing Great Communities
■■ Making Your Transportation Projects a Reality
■■ Creating Sustainable Communities:
We Can Help!
■■ Providing Resources for Your Community

Approximately 50 people attended our Local Water
Resource Success Stories event on May 16 at the
Montgomery County Community College in Blue
Bell. Municipalities and environmental organizations
have been involved in design and implementation of
stormwater BMP projects, water quality improvement
efforts, and green stormwater infrastructure
installations in our county—with impressive results.
The level of stormwater management and water
resource planning activity in our area, from individual
municipalities working on their MS4 programs to
cooperative efforts as part of the Delaware River
Watershed Initiative, is significant. This event, which
involved several speakers, presented case studies,
including design templates and cost information,
of projects which have been implemented with
success in Montgomery County. The event program,
PowerPoint presentations, and photos are available
at www.montcopa.org/PlanningSmarter.

Connected Communities

Let’s Connect — Meet the
Planning Commission!
MCPC was pleased to connect with so many persons
interested in planning in Montgomery County at our
meet-and-greet event that offered two identical

After our guests had a chance to introduce themselves
and ask questions, they were invited to visit the many
exhibit tables that offered a variety of information
and publications. Of great value to everyone was the
opportunity to converse and share ideas. The event
program, PowerPoint presentations, and photos are
available at www.montcopa.org/PlanningSmarter.

Creative Outreach
MCPC is always thinking
of ways to engage the
public when developing
plans. Our planners
were at the Hatboro
farmers’ market in
July to tell people all
about the Hatboro
2040 Comprehensive
Plan. They spoke with

Steve Zbyszinski, Planning Technician,
staffs the interactive posters for the
Hatboro 2040 Comprehensive Plan
at the Hatboro farmers’ market.

Maggie Dobbs Earns AICP Certification

Audience at Narberth concert

over 60 people, offered two interactive posters
for feedback, and enjoyed some live music and
fun! Over the past several weeks, our planners
also have attended Narberth Borough’s Summer
Concert Series at Narberth Park to distribute
community surveys and answer questions about
the Narberth 2040 Comprehensive Plan. These
creative outreach efforts offer a great opportunity
to connect with the public and share ideas.

Staff News
Matthew Popek Receives Award
Congratulations to Matt
Popek, Transportation
Planner II, who received
a Top TDM Professionals
under 40 Award from
GVF on May 7. According
to the GVF website, the
award is “presented to
ambitious leaders in
our industry who are
working to find creative
Matt Popek (right) displays his
award with Rob Henry, GVF
solutions to improve
Executive Director.
our quality of life
through engineering, planning, marketing
campaigns, and the development of commuting
alternative programs that are shifting behavioral
change.” MCTA Board member Tom Kohler also
received the award, and Montgomery County
Commissioners Chair Val Arkoosh received the 2018
Leadership Award – Legislative at the GVF event.

Congratulations to
Maggie Dobbs, Senior
Planner, who earned
AICP certification! The
American Institute
of Certified Planners
(AICP) certification
is the American
Planning Association’s
professional institute.
Maggie Dobbs
Planners with this
certification are recognized for their education,
experience, knowledge, ethical practice, and
commitment to the planning profession. As part
of this certification, planners keep current in their
profession by continuously pursuing advanced
professional education. Well done Maggie!

Danielle Dobisch Receives
Legislative Citation
Congratulations to
Danielle Dobisch,
Farmland Preservation
Administrator, for
receiving a legislative
citation. Danielle received
the honor for taking
part in the Pennsylvania
Rural-Urban Leadership
Program (RULE), a
Danielle Dobisch (left) is pictured with
statewide, transformative,
Pennsylvania State Representative
two-year leadership
Donna Oberlander.
development course
based at The Pennsylvania State University, Penn
State Extension. RULE encourages and fosters
the development of adult community leaders
from all segments of Pennsylvania. It explores
public issue engagement, interorganizational
networking, effective public decision making,
strategic design, and sustainable relationships.

MCPC Welcomes Two New Planners
MCPC is pleased to welcome two new planners to
our staff. Tamar Nativ has joined MCPC as an Urban
Design Planner, and Andrew J. Besold, LCI
is our new Transportation Planner.

Tamar brings her
experience in designing
within the built
environment and her
enthusiasm of walkable
streets and thriving
public spaces to our
commission. Originally
from Israel, she
received her education
Tamar Nativ
in architecture and
started a career in historic preservation in both
the public and the private sector. Tamar began
her professional career at the Israel Antiquities
Authority. Following her move to the United
States, she worked at a Boston-based architecture
firm and then moved to California to complete a
master’s degree in city planning with urban design
concentration at the University of California
Berkeley. Tamar lives in Lower Merion and enjoys
cooking and baking bread for family and friends
and exploring playgrounds with her 2-year-old son.
Andrew, an avid cyclist,
is working on issues
related to walking,
biking, and transit in
Montgomery County.
He received his Master
of City and Regional
Planning degree from
Rutgers University,
studying under John
Andrew J. Besold, LCI
Pucher, a leading world
scholar on topics related to walking and biking.
Andrew has worked for a variety of organizations,
such as Bike New York, The East Coast Greenway,
and the U.S. Forest Service, where he designed a trail
in Idaho’s Sawtooth National Recreation Area. Most
recently, he worked for the West Central Initiative
in Fergus Falls Minnesota where he composed eight
Safe Routes to School Plans for local communities
and acted as the active transportation planner for
the west central region of Minnesota. Originally
from North Brunswick, New Jersey, Andrew is
excited to be back on the east coast and working
on transportation in Montgomery County.

Happy Retirement Ron!
MCPC would like to
thank Ron Feick, GIS
Coordinator, for his
33 years of service to
the county. Ron was
part of the Geographic
Information Systems
section of MCPC.
He expertly used his
skills and experience
Ron Feick
to work on a variety
of GIS projects,
including the county’s interactive web gallery.
We wish Ron the greatest health, happiness,
and adventures in his retirement.

Jody Holton Celebrates with Michael Stokes
MCPC Executive Director Jody Holton, AICP
joined our former colleague and friend, Michael
Stokes, who received the Joseph M. Manko Lifetime
Achievement Award from the Environmental
Advisory Council of the Township of Lower Merion
as part of its annual Go for the Green Awards
event at Appleford. He received the award in
recognition of outstanding stewardship of the
environment. Mike, who was accompanied by his
wife Janet, is well deserving of this honor, having
achieved so much for Montgomery County during
his many years at MCPC. Congratulations!

(L-R) MCPC Executive Director Jody Holton, AICP celebrates with Janet Stokes
and Michael Stokes.

MCPC Celebrates International Picnic Day
Several MCPC staff members spent their lunch
hour picnicking at scenic Elmwood Park in
Norristown on June 15 to celebrate the upcoming
International Picnic Day. We enjoyed having
an opportunity to get away from the office for
a while to enjoy a beautiful day, play some lawn
games, and enjoy each other’s company.
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