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2016 MCPC Annual Report
Through our work with communities, businesses,
organizations, and engaged citizens, in 2016 we were able to
accomplish many projects and plans that will have a significant
impact on the lives of county residents in the future. Our
annual report highlights many of our achievements over
the past year and how these initiatives were enhanced by
successful public engagement. Some of these initiatives
are highlighted below. The report also focuses on how
the goals contained within Montco 2040: A Shared Vision
are being implemented and provides information on work
accomplished through our professional planning services,
data on county development trends, our education and
outreach efforts, and our 2016 Montgomery Award winners.
• Created the Montco 2040 Implementation Grant
Program, which awards grants to help municipalities
launch projects related to better stormwater
management,
walkability
improvements,
and
reinvestment in our employment centers
• Completed the Walk Montco plan and launched
Bike Montco, a new countywide bicycle mobility plan
• Facilitated the formation of the Wissahickon Clean
Water Partnership, which involves 13 municipalities
and 3 wastewater treatment plants coming together
to devise a plan for improving water quality in the
Wissahickon Creek Watershed
• Released the guidebook, Rethinking Institutional
Properties: Embracing Our Past and Investing in
Our Future, which discusses strategies to proactively
promote the adaptive reuse of institutional properties
• Advanced the comprehensive plan process in
6 municipalities through our community planning
assistance contract program
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2016 Annual Summary of Subdivision, Land
Development, and Zoning Activity
The 2016 Annual Summary of Subdivision, Land
Development, and Zoning Activity indicates that 2016 was
another strong year for development proposals as the county’s
private development activity continued to remain stable.
Though the total submissions received by MCPC were less
than the last few years, they remained above the lowest postrecession years. MCPC reviews these proposals under the
requirements of the Pennsylvania Municipalities Planning
Code (Act 247). The information and statistics in the report
reflect proposal plans only—not actual construction activity.
The report provides information by municipality.
In 2016, apartment proposals continued to boost the
total number of proposed residential units. A total of
2,444 of the 3,805 housing units proposed in 2016 were
multifamily structures—most of which were located in large
apartment projects. Single-family attached units—primarily
townhouses—grew by 20 percent from 2015 while the
number of single-family detached units declined 65 percent
from 2015.
The total nonresidential development square footage
proposed in 2016 was slightly higher than 2015. Commercial
development, including retail, comprised the largest share
of nonresidential development proposed, though office,
industrial, and institutional square footage did not lag too far
behind. Of particular note is the 26 percent growth in office
square footage from 2015. The 832,304 square feet of office
space proposed was the highest amount since the recession
in 2008.
In 2016, 142 zoning revisions were submitted for review.
These consisted of changes to zoning maps, comprehensive
changes to local zoning ordinances, and minor amendments
to existing ordinances.

Awards celebration. The next events in the program are the
April 28 webinar, Why Walking Matters, and The Course in
Subdivision and Land Development Review beginning on
May 4, which are both highlighted in this newsletter.

Submit a Nomination for a
2017 Montgomery Award!
The Montgomery Awards Program is celebrating 50 years
of excellence! This prestigious annual program promotes
outstanding design, innovative planning, and leadership
in Montgomery County. Since its inception in 1967, the
program has presented 196 awards. We invite you to
become part of this distinguished legacy by submitting a
nomination for a 2017 Montgomery Award. We are looking
for projects and people that represent the best in site design
and planning advocacy in Montgomery County. Nominate
a land development project for a Montgomery Award or a
person or organization that has significantly contributed to
advancing planning in Montgomery County for a Planning
Advocate Award. This year, we are pleased to partner with
the Montgomery County Conservation District, which will
present a 2017 Environmental Stewardship Award as part of
the Montgomery Awards Program. This award recognizes a
project, completed in the past three years, which exemplifies
the practices of environmental stewardship and conservation
for water and soil quality. All nominations are due by
May 12, 2017. Award criteria, online entry forms, and
information on previous winners are available at
www.montcopa.org/MontgomeryAwards.

Sign Up for Our April 28
Free Walkability Webinar
MCPC is offering a free walkability webinar on April 28
as part of Planning Smarter Montco 2017. The webinar,
Why Walking Matters, is the first in a series of Walk Montco
webinars being offered in 2017. Walking has countless
benefits—beyond being good planning policy—to the
Greater Philadelphia region. From improved physical and
mental health to strengthening relationships and engaging
community members, walking is a vital part of nearly
everybody’s day. For those with mobility challenges, having
a safe area to navigate is essential. And for communities,
providing safe areas for residents and visitors to walk is a
crucial part of strong downtowns and destinations. Join the
conversation on why walking matters and how municipalities
are tackling walkability challenges. Tune in for useful
strategies and to see how some planners are doing their part
to promote walkability (and healthy decision making). This
webinar series is appropriate for planners, elected officials,
municipal staff, and municipal volunteers. Professional
planner credits are available CM |1.0 (free). For CM credits,
use ID#9120988. Register today!

Join Us for Our Planning Smarter
Montco 2017 Events

Register for The Course in Subdivision
and Land Development Review

We have some exciting events planned for 2017. Our
Planning Smarter Montco 2017 program offers three
planning courses, a Walk Montco webinar series, a tour of the
Village at Valley Forge, an event focused on building better
townhouse communities, and the 2017 Montgomery Awards
celebration. Earlier this year, our first Planning Smarter
event, Keep Farming in Montgomery County, was attended
by approximately 120 people. Planning Smarter provides
relevant information about planning that will enable local
leaders and citizens to better plan for the future of their
communities. All Planning Smarter events are free of charge,
unless otherwise noted, and are open to the general public.
Participants who attend all three of our planning courses will
be recognized with a certificate at the 2017 Montgomery

MCPC is sponsoring The Course in Subdivision and
Land Development Review in three consecutive Thursday
sessions—May 4, 11, 18, 2017—in the Council Chambers
of Lansdale Borough Hall from 6:30 p.m. to 9:30 p.m. This
popular course focuses on the work of planning commissions
in the subdivision and land development review process,
from pre-application meetings through project completion.
It is designed for both new and experienced planning
commission members and is also useful to other municipal
officials, individuals in the development sector, and engineers
and surveyors. The course focuses on the principles of
subdivision and land development, the Pennsylvania
Municipalities Planning Code (MPC) requirements,
effective plan management procedures, and design and
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technical standards for subdivisions and land developments.
It is limited to 25 participants and pre-registration is required.
The registration fee is $110. Municipalities with a current
planning assistance contract with MCPC are eligible for
a discounted rate of $90. Professional credits are offered
through PMPEI for registered landscape architects, attorneys,
engineers, land surveyors, professional geologists, and
uniform construction code officials. Additional fees apply.
More information and online registration are available at
www.montcopa.org/PlanningCourses.

Montgomery County Commissioners attended and spoke
about the importance of farming in the county.
The conference, which featured several sessions with
local experts, focused on major topics of interest to farmers
including funding sources for on-farm improvements,
emerging sectors of the farm marketplace, soil health,
diversifying farm products, and transitioning farms to the
next generation. The keynote speaker, Lawrence Q. Kuser,
who is Owner, Operator, and President of Fernbrook Farms
in Chesterfield, New Jersey, gave an excellent presentation
on how he has worked to diversify his farm over the last
30 years as the third generation to farm the land. Morning
and afternoon sessions gave participants a deeper look at
current issues and trends. A number of the presentations are
available at www.montcopa.org/FarmlandProgram.
Farming has played a significant role in Montgomery
County’s history and is integral to the county’s sustainable
future. The viability of farmland and farming is important
for the economy, environment, and local food availability in
Montgomery County. A total of 158 farms (over 9,200 acres)
have been permanently preserved in the county under the
county’s farmland preservation program.

Another Farm Permanently Preserved
in Montco

Over 120 Participate in
Montco Farming Conference
MCPC kicked off the Planning Smarter Montco 2017
program with Keep Farming in Montgomery County: A
Conference Focusing on Sustaining Farming for the Future.
The day-long conference, which took place on February
10 in Franconia, was sponsored by Montgomery County
in conjunction with active cosponsors. It was the fifth
farming conference to be offered by the county. All three

Montgomery County has added another farm to its growing
list of farms permanently preserved under the Montgomery
County Agricultural Land Preservation Program (commonly
known as the farmland preservation program). Montgomery
County is one of 58 counties participating in this voluntary
state program. The newest preserved farm belongs to
Sheldon Derstine, whose family has owned the 28-acre
Lower Salford property for nearly 60 years.The Derstine farm
is a crop farm with corn, wheat, and hay and is surrounded
by several other preserved farms. The preservation of
this farm helps to implement the land use vision plan in
Montgomery County’s award-winning comprehensive
plan, Montco 2040: A Shared Vision. The county’s farmland
preservation program, which began in 1990, has preserved
158 farms on over 9,200 acres in the county. Farming has
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not only played a significant role in Montgomery County’s
history, it is also integral to the county’s sustainable future.
The preservation of farmland and farming is important for
the economy, environment, and local food availability in the
county. For more information on this important program, visit
www.montcopa.org/FarmlandProgram.

What Do You Think About Biking
in Montco?
The new Bike Montco plan, which will enhance the
county’s efforts to improve bicycle mobility, is progressing.
There is still time to give us your input on biking in
Montgomery County. Tell us where you enjoy biking and
where you think biking is unsafe or challenging. Add your
suggestions to the hundreds of comments we have received
on an interactive map at http://tinyurl.com/Bike-MontcoWikimap. The grant-funded Bike Montco plan will examine
existing conditions and recommend road design standards
and policies to support cycling throughout the county. It
will focus on safe bicycle routes to parks and trails, bicycle
mobility in towns, biking to transit, and biking near colleges
and high schools. The plan will achieve a major goal of
the county’s comprehensive plan, Montco 2040: A Shared
Vision, which is to improve bicycle access to provide more
transportation choices, improve health, and create better
community connections.

•
•
•
•

A Day in the Life of Montgomery County Trails
Cynwyd Trail Opening
Swamp Creek Greenway and Sunrise Trail Feasibility
Study
East Greenville Borough Parking Study

Best of Luck to Matt Schelly
Matt, a Senior Planner and good friend who worked at
MCPC for 17 years, left our commission at the end of January
for a new job as Director of Community Development in
Elizabeth City, North Carolina.We all miss Matt, who regularly
demonstrated his love of planning and commitment to
our communities. During his tenure, he served several
communities, including Upper Salford Township, and became
a key staff resource in various topics including greenways and
new urbanism. Matt could always be counted on to organize
planning-related webinars for our staff and to provide
information on the latest planning topics. We enjoyed his
friendly nature and could always count on him for a cheery
greeting every day at the office. We celebrated Matt’s time at
the planning commission with a staff breakfast and a happy
hour. We wish him all the best in his new job.

Check out MCPC’s
YouTube Channel!
We are always thinking of
ways to promote good planning, share information, and
highlight the good work being done by our communities
and the county for the benefit of all. Check out our YouTube
channel to see interesting videos on planning-related topics.
We have used the videos to share information, highlight
events, and request input from the public. We plan to keep
populating our channel in 2017. Here are the video topics
we have so far:
• Bike Montco
• Keep Farming in Montgomery County

Remembering Baha Malik
Though we sadly observe the passing of our former MCPC
staff member and good friend, Baha Malik, we also celebrate
his wonderfully lived life. Baha, who worked at MCPC for
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13 years, was a humble man known for his contagious
love of life, thirst for knowledge, and savoir faire. While at
the planning commission, he worked many of his years in
the county planning section always making memorable
presentations during our board meetings. After retiring
from our office in 2011, he returned to the county to serve
as a court crier to the Honorable Judge Steven C. Tolliver.
A wonderful memorial service was held for him in Court
Room A on March 9.The room full of friends was a testament
to the impact that Baha had on all of us.

Meet Our Latest Staff Member
We are happy to announce Steve Zbyszinski has joined
our staff as a planning technician. Steve, who was one of
our excellent planning interns in 2016, graduated from
Bloomsburg University where he majored in geography and
planning. He started at MCPC on February 13 and is excited
to be working for our department. Steve’s responsibilities
include managing all aspects of the 247 plan submission
process in accordance with the Pennsylvania Municipalities
Planning Code (MPC), creating an annual report on land use
and demographic data/trends for the county, and working
on short- and long-term projects that implement the goals
of Montco 2040: A Shared Vision. He also uses his excellent
communication and interpersonal skills to assist the public.
Steve, a life-long resident of Norristown, grew up fishing in
the Stony Creek and playing baseball on the Norristown
Little League fields.

Montgomery County Planning Commission
P.0. Box 311, Norristown, PA 19404-0311
Montgomery County Board of Commissioners
Valerie A. Arkoosh, MD, MPH, Chair
Kenneth E. Lawrence, Jr., Vice Chair
Joseph C. Gale, Commissioner
Planning Commission Board Members
Steven Kline, Chair
Dulcie F. Flaharty, Vice Chair
Robert E. Blue, Jr.
Jill Blumhardt
David L. Cohen, AICP
Scott Exley
Shari Shapiro, Esq., LEED AP
Charles J. Tornetta
Rev. John H. West, III
Jody L. Holton, AICP, Executive Director
MONTGOMERY COUNTY PLANNING COMMISSION, PA

