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Erdenheim Farm Trail meeting – Whitemarsh Township

Introduction
A successful vision for the future is formulated through many discussions
and by recognizing various perspectives. Good planning involves a diverse
group of citizens with multiple opportunities to provide their input. Equally
important is keeping the conversation and momentum going after the plan
has been adopted.
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Engagement was the foundation of the Montgomery County
comprehensive plan, Montco 2040: A Shared Vision,
which was adopted in 2015. We used an extensive public
engagement process to build momentum behind shared goals
with over 2,500 comments from the public through meetings,
the internet, social media campaigns, and a survey.
In 2016, we continued this process by meeting with each of the
62 municipalities in the county to discuss the goals in the plan
and to hear about important local planning issues. From the
feedback we received, our staff developed insight about how to
implement projects that advance the goals of the Montco 2040
plan. As a result, we are proud of the planning initiatives we
advanced in 2016:
 Created the Montco 2040 Implementation Grant Program,
which awards grants to help municipalities launch projects
related to better stormwater management, walkability
improvements, and reinvestment in our employment centers
 Completed the Walk Montco plan and launched Bike
Montco, a new countywide bicycle mobility plan
 Facilitated the formation of the Wissahickon Clean Water
Partnership, which involves 13 municipalities and 3 waste
water treatment plants coming together to devise a
plan for improving water quality in the Wissahickon
Creek Watershed
 Released the guidebook, Rethinking Institutional Properties:
Embracing Our Past and Investing in Our Future, which
discusses strategies to proactively promote the adaptive
reuse of institutional properties (with over 2,100 buildings
on 13,000 acres of institutional properties, our planners
developed strategies to help property owners and
developers realize hidden potential)

number of friends on Facebook and followers on Twitter and
Flickr. We used various online surveying techniques including a
map-based survey tool that enables responders to show us the
location of specific planning issues.
This past year, our planning commission staff spent many
evenings and weekends at various community events around
the county to get local perspectives. This was achieved by
asking the public to provide input by placing adhesive dots and
Post-it Notes on displays; using vision wall maps; and fostering
good, old-fashioned discussions. Through these appearances,
our planners were able to reach a broad segment of the
communities that we provide services for through our community
planning assistance contract program (34 of 62 municipalities
were under contract in 2016). Not only were they able to get
lots of good feedback from the public, but they were also able
to help inform local residents about current planning projects.
Our planners managed productive community workshops,
walking tours, and charrettes over the past year.
The Planning Smarter Program, which includes various types
of educational events throughout the year, keeps growing
in popularity. Through each of these events, we are able to
showcase new research and model ordinances to bring local
expertise to some of the most challenging planning issues that
our municipalities face. In 2017, you will continue to hear about
planning through our existing online media outlets, attendance
at community events, and more as we start to produce
informative videos and further expand our digital presence.
Public contact and engagement is fundamental to good
planning. Let’s stay engaged in 2017!

 Advanced the comprehensive plan process in
6 municipalities
Getting the word out about these projects and more is part of
our success. Our outreach efforts throughout the year involved
various types of social media, face-to-face meetings around the
county, and our Planning Smarter Program. We have a growing

Steven Kline, Chair

Jody Holton, AICP

MCPC Board

MCPC Executive Director
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Focusing on the Future
Montco 2040

From Vision to Reality

Earlier in 2016, we completed our comprehensive plan outreach
meetings to all Montgomery County municipalities. The meetings
offered an opportunity to present Montco 2040: A Shared Vision
and discuss important local planning issues. To ensure Montco 2040
remains relevant, we prepare an annual plan implementation update
covering projects undertaken by the county that fulfill recommendations
in the plan.

Waste-to-energy plant – Plymouth Township

2016 Bike to Work Day – Municipality of Norristown

Waste Management Plan Revision

Bike Montco

The Montgomery County Municipal Waste
Management Plan revision, prepared
over the past few years, was approved by the
Commonwealth of Pennsylvania, fulfilling one
of the county’s obligations under Act 101, the
Municipal Waste Planning, Recycling and Waste
Reduction Act of 1988. The plan, which updates
the 2006 plan, focuses particularly on waste
management system opportunities in the eastern
portion of the county that have arisen following
the conclusion of current contracts with the
operators of the waste-to-energy plant located
in Plymouth Township. The expansion of recycling
and special waste management is an important
recommendation in the plan.

Bike Montco, which will enhance
the county’s efforts to improve bicycle
mobility, was initiated in 2016. MCPC
obtained a $30,000 TCDI grant
from the Delaware Valley Regional
Planning Commission (DVRPC) to fund
the project. The plan, which will be
completed in 2017, is being guided
by an advisory committee with over
40 representatives. It will incorporate
new information including analysis of
bicycle route stress being undertaken
by the DVRPC. A consultant has
been hired to assist in developing
concept designs for four different types
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of bicycle mobility environments:
bicycling to transit, bicycling in
urbanized settings, bicycling to
parks and trails, and bicycling to
major institutions such as colleges.
The public is encouraged to provide
opinions on bicycle mobility through
an interactive map.

New
county
bike plan
begins!

Bike Montco Steering Committee meeting – Municipality of Norristown

“Bike Montco will
achieve a major goal of
the county’s recently
adopted comprehensive
plan, Montco 2040:
A Shared Vision.
That goal involves
improving bicycle
access to provide
more transportation
choices, improve
health, and create
better community
connections to make
the county more
appealing for young
workers and to improve
the environment by
reducing vehicle miles
traveled.” — Dr. Val Arkoosh,
Chair of the Montgomery County
Board of Commissioners

Hazard mitigation plan meeting
– Lower Providence Township

Hazard Mitigation
Plan Update
The Montgomery County Hazard
Mitigation Plan update was initiated
in 2016 to fulfill the municipal hazard
mitigation requirements established by
the Federal Emergency Management
Agency (FEMA ). This plan update will
be prepared by the planning commission
staff working with the Montgomery
County Department of Public Safety. The
last plan was prepared in 2012.

Connections 2045
Our staff has been assisting in the
development of Connections 2045,
Greater Philadelphia’s long-range plan
being prepared by DVRPC. This update
provides a refreshed vision for land use,
the environment, economic development,
and transportation throughout
Southeastern Pennsylvania and New
Jersey. When completed in 2017, the plan
will contain a fiscally constrained list of
regional transportation investments that
will be used to guide future infrastructure
development decisions within the
9-county region.
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Chester Valley Trail field survey – Upper Merion Township

Translating Plans into Action
Attaining the goals established within the three themes of the new county
comprehensive plan—Connected Communities, Sustainable Places, and
Vibrant Economy—involves several actions. The implementation of this plan
requires various tasks by MCPC and other county agencies. Local, regional,
and statewide governments and the private sector also have a significant role
to play in successfully addressing all of the goals identified in the plan.
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From Vision to Reality

Connected Communities
To build better connected communities, MCPC
accomplished various activities including:
 Awarding 7 grants in the inaugural funding cycle of the
Montco 2040 Implementation Grant Program
that promote connected communities by enhancing
pedestrian safety and improving active
transportation connections
 Assisting in the development of the new $1.2 billion
2017-2028 Transportation Improvement Plan
completed and adopted by DVRPC Board

 Publishing and promoting the Rethinking
Institutional Properties: Embracing our Past
and Investing in our Future guidebook to assist in
successful adaptive reuse of institutional properties
 Conducting a walkability study for Hancock
Elementary School
 Assisting municipalities in the completion of
comprehensive plans and municipal ordinances and
other work products to enable them to better shape
their future development
 Completing the draft Stony Creek/Saw Mill Run
Greenway Plan
 Completing the draft master plan for the Lorimer Park
and Lower Pennypack Greenway

 Advocating the establishment of the $5 vehicle
registration fee enacted by the Montgomery County
Commissioners to create $3.25 million in annual
transportation improvements in the county

 Working with a design consultant to prepare the plan
for a trail system through Erdenheim Farm

 Working with the Southeastern Pennsylvania Transit
Authority (SEPTA) to advance new infrastructure, such
as the Norristown High Speed Line extension to
King of Prussia

 Launching the Swamp Creek Greenway and
Sunrise Trail Feasibility Plan

 Assisting in obtaining $20.3 million in state grant
funding for needed roads, bridges, trails, airports, rail
freight, and transportation-related planning studies

 Securing the commitment from the PA Turnpike
Commission to design and build the $68 million
Lafayette Street interchange

Crossways Trail – Lower Gwynedd Township

 Hiring a consultant and restarting the design work for
the Chester Valley Trail

 Obtaining grant funding through the TCDI Program for
the Bike Montco plan

Arcola Bridge opening – Lower Providence Township
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From Vision to Reality

Sustainable Places
Different actions are required to ensure that the wonderful
neighborhoods in the county continue to provide the
quality of life which makes them so attractive. Some of the
sustainable activities achieved by MCPC include:
 Awarding 7 sustainable places grants in the inaugural
funding cycle of the Montco 2040 Implementation
Grant Program for green parking lot retrofits, an
historic site acquisition, green street development, a
public mural, and a wayfinding signage system
 Facilitating the formation of the Wissahickon Clean
Water Partnership project including 13 municipalities
and 3 municipal wastewater treatment plants, which all
signed an intergovernmental commitment to the project
 Acquiring 12 acres of parkland along the
Schuylkill River
 Preserving an additional 170 acres of farmland on
4 farms and initiating the preservation of 3 more
farms through the Montgomery County Farmland
Preservation Program
 Performing enrollment projection services for
5 school districts to assist school board members in
making informed decisions about future facilities and
educational resource needs

Presentation of Sustainable Green Parking Lots guidebook
– Pottstown Borough
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 Assisting in the replacement of obsolete bridges
throughout the county
 Assisting the Montgomery County Health Department
and Parks, Trails and Historic Sites Division in
promoting health lifestyles through the use of
county trails
 Completing an illustrated supplement to the Norristown
zoning code
 Promoting past model ordinances, such as the
Sustainable Green Parking Lots guidebook, which
was presented at three area conferences in 2016
 Successfully conducting the 2016 Montgomery
Awards Program, which recognized 5 projects and
1 planning advocate
 Completing 412 development reviews for projects
throughout the county
 Providing 6 household hazardous waste collections,
2 tire collections, 3 paper shredding events, and
1 electronic waste collection event throughout the
county in 2016
 Coordinating 3 municipal recycling manager meetings
 Preparing the Pottstown sustainability plan
 Assisting in the development of the new upgraded
emergency management communications system for
the county
 Promoting farm to table opportunities

Household hazardous waste collection – Upper Providence Township

Completed
Phase II

of Lafayette Street
Extension Project

Ridge Pike improvements near Diamond Avenue – Plymouth Township

Published
From Vision to Reality

Vibrant Economy

Local
Food
Guide

Some examples of our efforts to enhance the county’s
economic competitiveness include:
 Managing the design and construction of major county
road projects such as the completion of Phase II of the
Lafayette Street Extension Project, which will
provide access to employment areas
 Assisting the Montgomery County Commerce
Department and various state and regional economic
development agencies in attracting new businesses
and retaining existing businesses by providing timely
information about prospective business sites and future
development opportunities
 Publishing the Direct From the Farm local food
guide and 3 issues of the Farmland Preservation
newsletter
 Producing and distributing 4 issues of our revitalization
newsletter, Town Center News, to share useful
information about revitalization with local
decision makers
 Publishing the Schwenksville Borough Main Street
guidebook, promoting revitalization in the borough
 Producing the Fort Washington Office Park
promotional brochure
Ambler Farmers’ Market – Ambler Borough

Annual Report 2016

/

9

Reviewed

412
proposals

Construction at Shannondale – Lower Providence Township

Building Great Communities
Communities are largely built and shaped through the development of
various properties by individual private land development or subdivision
proposals regulated through local land use codes. Under the Pennsylvania
Municipalities Planning Code (Act 247), municipalities must submit all
proposed subdivisions or land developments as well as any revisions or
amendments to land development codes or local plans to the Montgomery
County Planning Commission for review and comment. In 2016,
the planning commission reviewed 412 submittals (proposed land
developments, subdivisions, rezoning actions, municipal plans, etc.). This
represented a slight decline from 2015.
10 /
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This review and comment process is an important opportunity for
us to work with municipalities to address countywide planning
issues associated with a specific proposal. Our review letters
are intended to offer planning advice to municipal officials to
assist them in making sound land use and design decisions that
will benefit their community. All of our reviews are conducted by
professional planners or landscape architects, who often times
collaborate with other staff professionals with specific expertise.
A year ago we launched a new approach to reviewing
plans more effectively. This approach uses a collaborative
process and takes into account core elements of the county’s

comprehensive plan. The process, which involves additional
information in the review, has made the letters more attractive
and useable. So far, municipalities have appreciated the
increased effort and detail associated with this new process.
While most of our development review work is performed under
Act 247, our staff also reviewed sewage facilities service area
changes under Act 537. These changes in wastewater service
are reflected in amendments or revisions to local sewage
facilities plans. Prior to the approval of these plan changes, a
review is conducted by our staff. We completed 24 sewage
facilities plan reviews in 2016.

Total Annual Submissions, 2007 - 2016
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House construction – Whitpain Township
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Tracking County Trends
Keeping track of important changes in our dynamic county with over
820,000 residents is a challenge. Throughout 2016 we monitored various
conditions, trends, and issues in the county to provide timely information to
local leaders and business professionals who all make important decisions
that will have an impact on the future of the county. We also offer information
designed to help county residents who are making important life decisions for
themselves and their families.
Proposed Nonresidential Square Feet by Development Type, 2007 - 2016
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Proposed Residential Units by Type, 2007 - 2016
3,000
2,500
2,000
1,500
Mulitfamily
1,000

Single-Family Attached

500
0

12 /

Single-Family Detached
2007

2008

2009

www.montcopa.org/planning

2010

2011

2012

2013

2014

2015

2016

New restaurant at the Village at Valley Forge – Upper Merion Township

2016 Annual Summary of Subdivision,
Land Development, and Zoning Activity
2016 was another strong year for development proposals
as the county’s private development activity continued to remain
solid. Though the total submissions were less than the last few
years, they remained above the lowest post-recession years.
Apartment proposals continued to boost the total number of
proposed residential units. A total of 2,444 of the
3,805 housing units proposed in 2016 were multifamily
structures—most of which were located in large apartment
projects. Single-family attached units (primarily townhouses)
grew by 20 percent from 2015, while single-family detached
units declined 65 percent from 2015.

The total nonresidential development square footage proposed
was slightly higher than 2015. Commercial development,
including retail, comprised the largest share of nonresidential
development proposed, though office, industrial, and
institutional square footage did not lag too far behind. Of
particular note is the 26 percent growth in office square footage
from 2015. The 832,304 square feet of office space proposed
was the highest amount since the recession in 2008.
In 2016, 142 zoning revisions were submitted for review.
These consisted of changes to zoning maps, comprehensive
changes to local zoning ordinances, and minor amendments to
existing ordinances.

Single-family
attached units
grew by

20%
from 2015
New apartments – Upper Providence Township
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Demographic Trends and Inventories
In 2016 we published several new inventory and demographic
reports that characterize key development trends, some of which
are highlighted below. All of these reports are contained within the
Montco Planning Data Portal.
 Annual Summary of Subdivision, Land Development, and
Zoning Activity
 Housing Units Built
 Nonresidential Construction
2016 National Walk to School Day – Cheltenham Elementary School

School District Enrollment Trends
The inner ring suburbs are growing in Montgomery
County. Since 2010, new residential construction and
gains in population are becoming the norm in many of
the mature suburban communities found in the eastern
half of the county. New development has trended toward
redevelopment and infill in existing employment centers
and neighborhoods served by solid infrastructure and
urban amenities, such as public transit, walkability, trails,
and mix of uses. Since 2013, MCPC has been performing
enrollment projection services for half of the school
districts in the county, many of which are in the eastern half.
Some of these districts have already experienced surges in
growth and most are expected to continue growing in the
next ten years.
Several factors are driving current growth in the eastern
districts. The millennial generation (age 15–34) has started
to move into prime childbearing years, prompting an
increase in birth activity that should continue to rise through
2025. The percentage of school-age children attending
private school has also decreased from the previous
decade. Housing is another factor. After historic lows of
new housing during the recession and post-housing bubble,
the market has recovered in recent years. Multifamily
apartments are the most popular new housing type. Many
are targeted toward high-income, young professionals
or empty nesters and generally bring fewer public school
students. However, as aging baby boomers sell their homes
to younger families, school districts experience growth. At
the same time, we have also seen student counts from older
existing apartments more than double over the last eight
years. This “churning” of households stimulates enrollment
growth. MCPC will continue to analyze population and age
demographics, birth activity, and new construction to assist
school districts.
14
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 Median Prices for Housing
 Updated Inventories: Shopping Centers, Apartments
and Condominiums, Mobile Homes, and Age-Restricted
Independent Living Developments

GIS Maps
In 2016 we continued to develop various online GIS maps in our
Montgomery County atlas. Working with the Montgomery County
Department of Public Safety and the Montgomery County Board
of Assessment Appeals, we continued to develop and maintain
the county GIS. As part of this effort, a consultant was selected to
perform a strategic management plan for county GIS use, which
will be completed in 2017. During 2016, our staff developed a
variety of GIS products including:
 An interactive map of the Fort Washington Office Park to
help prospective businesses find new business development
opportunities
 An online map atlas with 37 maps viewed by over 200,000
 GIS data requests by 38 municipalities and businesses
 Various maps and spatial analysis products for other county
departments including voter services maps and crime maps for
the county detectives

Aerial view of Conshohocken Borough

Volunteers plant landscaping as part of Phase I of Mill Park – Rockledge Borough

Providing Community
Planning Services
Planning Assistance Contracts
Planning occurs constantly as municipal leaders work to guide development in
ways that best achieve the vision established for their community. By the end of
2016 we had 34 municipalities—with a combined population of over 500,000
residents—contracted for a variety of services under the Montgomery
County Community Planning Assistance Contract Program.
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This expansion to 34 contracted municipalities was brought
about through the addition of Plymouth Township and North
Wales Borough. We also provided assistance to Horsham
Township in the development of a zoning ordinance to assist in
implementing the recommendations contained in the business
parks master plan that we recently prepared for the township.
Hatboro Borough also joined the community assistance
program in 2016; contract work will begin in 2017.
As part of these community assistance contracts, our planners
attended several hundred municipal planning commission
meetings to review plans and discuss important local issues.
They also provided various professional planning services to
address timely planning issues including plan preparation,
development ordinance drafting, grant writing, special design
studies, fiscal impact analysis, and economic development
marketing. Examples of the many municipal projects we
successfully performed in 2016 include:
 Abington Township
Assisted in the preparation of a multimodal grant for
intersection improvements at Old York and
Susquehanna Roads

North Wales 2040 Facebook page created by MCPC

 Douglass Township
Prepared a grant for the development of a
green parking lot
 Jenkintown Borough
Drafted a comprehensive plan
 Horsham Township
Drafted a business park zoning ordinance
 Lower Providence Township
Drafted the Ridge Pike West zoning ordinance
 Pottstown Borough
Drafted a sustainability plan

Jenkintown 2035 public workshop

 Schwenksville Borough
Completed the Main Street design guidebook
 Upper Moreland Township
Drafted a comprehensive plan
 Upper Dublin Township
Completed a Fort Washington Office Park brochure
 Worcester Township
Drafted a zoning ordinance and design standards for
Center Point Village
16
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Mill Park planting plan – Rockledge Borough

Community
Planning

34

CONTRACTS

Regional
Planning

4

Regional Planning
In addition to serving individual municipalities, our planners assist the four regional
planning commissions that comprise 26 municipalities. These active regional
boards continue to work effectively in addressing issues that extend beyond municipal
boundaries. We assisted those efforts through the inter-regional planning cooperative,
in which all four regions are participating. In 2016, the four regional planning
commissions focused on the preparation of the multiregional greenway study being
undertaken by our staff and the Natural Lands Trust (NLT) through a $120,000 DCNR
Grant. The focus in 2016 was on the completion of audits and field work for the
13 main street/village greenway areas and the identification of landscapes in 7 of the
10 rural greenway areas. Also in 2016, the NLT completed stewardship assessments
for about half of the 38 municipal parks and open spaces. NLT also performed field
work for the stewardship management plan it will prepare for four different portions of
Montgomery County’s Green Lane Park.

2016 Municipal and Regional Contracts
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School District Enrollment Projection Services

School District
Enrollment

5

STUDIES

In addition to our community contracts, in 2016 we also provided enrollment
projection services for the Colonial School District, Lower Moreland School
District, Abington School District, and Cheltenham School District. An update of
a previously prepared enrollment projection study was also completed for the
Lower Merion School District. Our enrollment projection reports contain detailed
information on local development trends within the school district along with other
demographic data. In addition to preparing the report, we work closely with school
boards to aid them in making tough decisions pertaining to redistricting, staffing, and
facilities planning.
Annual Report 2016
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2016 Montgomery Awards celebration at Theatre Horizon – Municipality of Norristown

Congratulations to Our 2016
Montgomery Award Winners

Winners

In 2016, five outstanding projects and an exceptional
planning advocate received awards at a
November 9 ceremony at Theatre Horizon in
Norristown. Approximately 100 people attended
the celebration, which included a reception and
welcoming comments from the county commissioners.

The Montgomery Awards recognize the best in planning, design, and
advocacy in Montgomery County. This annual program promotes awareness
of outstanding design and innovative planning in our communities and
acknowledges the high quality of work and commitment of communities,
organizations, planning professionals, and local volunteers in their efforts to
enhance Montgomery County. It also recognizes citizens and organizations
that have made significant and sustained contributions to planning in the county
through a Planning Advocate Award.
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2016 Montgomery Award Recipients

The Courts at Spring Mill Station
Whitemarsh Township
The Courts at Spring Mill Station received a 2016 award in recognition of creative site planning,
pedestrian amenities and enhancements, and positive community reinvestment. This outstanding transit-oriented
development, which successfully transformed a former industrial site into an appealing apartment complex,
provides convenient access to transit and recreational amenities and offers inviting community spaces.

Narberth Place
Narberth Borough
Narberth Place received a 2016 award
in recognition of adaptive reuse, historic
preservation, creative site design, and
successful community collaboration. This
exceptional project, which preserved
and creatively transformed two historic
landmark buildings into unique residential
condominiums and added new
complementary townhouses, demonstrates
how treasured buildings in our communities
can be preserved in a way that respects the
past while embracing the future.
Annual Report 2016
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Einstein Medical Center Montgomery
East Norriton Township
Einstein Medical Center Montgomery received a 2016 award in recognition of creative vision, sensitive
site planning, and sustainable design. This extraordinary state-of-the-art medical campus, which creates a
unique healing landscape that enriches the patient and visitor experience, demonstrates a commitment to
sustainability and environmental stewardship and provides positive economic impacts in the community.

Sustainability and
Innovation Hub
Montgomery County
Community College
Pottstown Borough
The Sustainability and Innovation Hub of the
Montgomery County Community College received a
2016 award in recognition of sustainable design, successful
restoration, vision, and collaborative efforts. This unique
adaptive reuse project has resulted in a state-of-the-art
center for education, innovation, and conservation that offers
opportunities for the community to learn, share information, and
work together to create a healthy and sustainable environment.
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Reliance Crossing
Souderton Borough
Reliance Crossing received a 2016 award in recognition of sensitive site design, appealing architectural
details, and positive community impact. This well-designed housing community, which provides attractive
affordable housing in Montgomery County, blends with the character of the neighborhood and has provided
a significant economic investment in Souderton Borough.

2016 Planning Advocate Award Recipient

Paul W. Meyer
The F. Otto Haas
Executive Director of the Morris
Arboretum of the University of
Pennsylvania
Paul Meyer received a 2016 award in recognition of
his exceptional leadership and advocacy in the planning,
preservation, and stewardship of Montgomery County’s
special natural places. Paul’s many achievements come from his
passion of ensuring that future generations have the opportunity
to be inspired by the natural world and his desire to connect
people, places, and plants through greenways and trails, parks,
and preserved open spaces. For 40 years he has shared his
expertise and experience to create an open space legacy in
Montgomery County and the region.

Photo courtesy of Morris Arboretum
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Building Great Multiuse Trails event at Lorimer Park – Abington Township

Promoting Excellence in Planning

200

Over
participate in
9 Planning
Smarter Montco
2016 events

Over

30

1,400

Approx
e-blasts to
over 1,600
community
leaders

Followers on
Twitter

Over

1,080
Facebook
Friends

4

Over
issues

of Planning
Perspectives
and Town
Center News

1,300,000
visits to our
Flickr since
2012

In 2016 we offered courses, seminars, and hands-on workshops through
our Planning Smarter program. We capped off the year by celebrating our
2016 Montgomery Award winners—all examples of excellence in planning.
Throughout the year we provided planning information in newsletters, email
blasts, blogs, and social media posts. Some of the highlights of our 2016
outreach and education efforts are included on the following page.
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Managing Evolving Institutional Facilities event – Ambler Borough

The Course in Subdivision and
Land Development Review – Upper Merion Township

Managing Evolving Institutional Facilities event – Ambler Borough

2016
Building Great Multiuse Trails event at Lorimer Park – Abington Township

 Providing Planning Smarter events
• Three 9-hour courses in community planning,
subdivision and land development, and zoning
attended by over 60 people
• Solar power workshop attended by approximately
30 business persons and community leaders
• Trail building workshop and bicycle tour of the
Pennypack Trail attended by approximately
30 community representatives, municipal officials,
and design professionals
• Rethinking institutional properties seminar attended
by over 60 municipal representatives and design
professionals
• New Visions for Community Planning Webinar
provided for professional planners

 Increasing our social media reach
• Over 1,080 Facebook friends
• Over 1,400 followers on Twitter
• Over 1,300,000 visits to our Flickr page containing
nearly 4,000 images of Montgomery County
• Seven engaging blogs
 Producing 4 Planning Perspectives and Town Center
News issues
 Sharing important planning news and information through
approximately 30 e-blasts to over 1,600 community
leaders, organizations, businesses, and citizens throughout
the year
 Awarding five projects and one outstanding planning
advocate as part of the Montgomery Awards
Program
Annual Report 2016
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National Trails Day – Schuylkill River Trail

MCPC Board tour of Pottstown – Colebrookdale Railroad
Upper Merion Farmers’ Market

Ridge Pike Improvement Project Open House – Whitemarsh Township

Leadership
Montgomery County Planning Commission Board

The 9-member Montgomery County Planning
Commission Board, appointed by the Montgomery
County Commissioners, plays an important leadership
role in addressing future challenges confronting the
county. Each member, volunteering to serve a 4-year
term, offers a unique perspective and varied expertise,
representing the geographic and cultural diversity of the
county. The board advises our staff on critical issues at
monthly meetings and works to promote excellence in
planning throughout the county.
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Montgomery County
Planning Commission Board
Steven Kline, Chair
Dulcie F. Flaharty, Vice Chair
Robert E. Blue, Jr., P.E., P.L.S.
Jill Blumhardt
David L. Cohen, AICP
Scott Exley, P.E.
Shari Shapiro, Esq., LEED AP
Charles J. Tornetta
Rev. John H. West, III

MCPC Board (standing L-R) David L. Cohen; Scott Exley; Steven Kline, Chair; Rev. John H. West, III; Dulcie F. Flaharty, Vice Chair and
(seated L-R) Charles J. Tornetta; Jill Blumhardt; Robert E. Blue, Jr.; Jody L. Holton, MCPC Executive Director
(Missing: Shari Shapiro)

Scott Exley and Jill Blumhardt were reappointed for 4-year
terms at the beginning of the year. Shari Shapiro, Esq., LEED AP,
was appointed to the MCPC Board on January 21 to replace
Rachel Yoka. Shari leads public and government affairs efforts in
Pennsylvania and Delaware for Uber. She is a resident of Lower
Merion Township.
The board, which held 12 meetings in 2016, took action on
various contracts, provided important planning guidance,
and received staff briefings and guest presentations from the
following organizations:
 Lower Merion Township
 Horsham Township
 Montgomery County Housing Authority
 Valley Forge Tourism and Convention Board
 Upper Dublin Township
 Bicycle Coalition of Greater Philadelphia
 Schwenksville Borough
On July 13, the board, along with several guests including
Commissioner Joseph Gale, boarded a bus for an extensive
tour of Pottstown. The tour began at the new Sustainability

and Innovation Hub at the Montgomery County Community
College’s West Campus where Dr. Kevin Pollock, college
President, and David DiMattio, Vice President of the West
Campus, spoke about the innovative technology education
taking place at the college. Along the tour, the board saw the
proposed Schuylkill River Trail; transportation improvements;
economic development opportunities; the route of the innovative
Walk and Bike Pottstown Program; the Hill School campus
and the Hobart’s Run Project area; the Feccera Mill adaptive
reuse project; the Pottstown Airport Industrial Park, which
contains the Sly Fox Brewery and the Manatawny Distillery;
and the greenway preservation work along the Manatawny
Creek. The board took an elegant ride back to Pottstown on the
Colebrookdale Railroad. The tour ended up visiting Memorial
Park, The Carousel at Pottstown, downtown Pottstown, and the
Keystone Boulevard development opportunity area.
In addition to monthly board meetings, our board members
played active roles on committees, advising on grant selections
for the new Montco 2040 Implementation Grant Program and
reviewing nominations for the Montgomery Awards Program.
Board members also spent time accompanying staff during the
remaining Montco 2040 meetings throughout the county.
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Cheers to 50 Years, Mr. Tornetta!

Attending the celebration are (L-R) Robert E. Blue, Jr., MCPC Board member;
Kenneth B. Hughes, former MCPC Director; Marc D. Jonas, Esq., former MCPC Board
Chair; Dulcie F. Flaharty, MCPC Board Vice Chair; Feodor Pitcairn, former MCPC Board
Chair; Charles J. Tornetta, MCPC Board member; Steven Kline, MCPC Board Chair;
Jody L. Holton, MCPC Executive Director; Scott Zelov, former MCPC Board member; and
Jill Blumhardt, MCPC Board member

The board highlight of the year occurred on
October 19, when we celebrated Charlie
Tornetta’s 50 years of service on the MCPC Board.
Several past board members and former staff, as
well as Charlie’s family and friends, joined us in
honoring Charlie. All spoke highly of his service
and expressed gratitude for everything he has
done for the county these past 50 years. As part
of the informal ceremony, Charlie received a
resolution of appreciation from the board and
citations from the Pennsylvania House and Senate.
Charlie, who manages a large realty firm, was first
appointed to the planning commission board on
October 20, 1966. From 1968 through 1991 he
served as chair of the board, successfully leading
it through years of significant growth in the county.
Charlie has been an active supporter of the county
and Norristown, serving on various boards and
committees. We look forward to continuing to work
with Charlie on the MCPC Board!

Montgomery County Agricultural
Land Preservation Board
Jonathan E. Rinde, Esq., Chair
Brett Altman
Arthur C. Bustard
John Corkum
Stephen C. Quigley

J. Ladaan & Anne D. Moyer farm in Salford Township – permanently preserved in 2016

Montgomery County Agricultural Land Preservation Board
The Montgomery County Agricultural Land Preservation Board, generally
referred to as the farm board, is a 5-member board consisting of 2 active farmers, an
elected municipal official, a builder, and a member-at-large. They guide the county’s
farmland preservation efforts by prioritizing farmland applications and working with staff
and farmers to arrive at fair agriculture easement acquisition values. The farm board met
3 times in 2016 and also held a day-long tour of prospective farms for preservation.
26

/

www.montcopa.org/planning

Montgomery County Open Space Board
Paul Meyer, Chair
Bruce D. Reed
Kimberly G. Sheppard
Robert A. Thomas
Mark J. Vasoli

Montgomery County Open Space Board
The Montgomery County Open Space Board, formed in 1993, consists of
5 members who have interest and experience in land preservation and natural
resources protection. The board works with MCPC staff to identify suitable
properties and greenways to be protected in the county and to guide trail
development projects. It also assists in the promotion of conservation and trail
use throughout the county. The board held 5 meetings in 2016, one of which
was a tour of the historic Peter Wentz Farmstead and joint meeting with the
Montgomery County Parks, Trails and Historic Sites Advisory Board.

Montgomery County Open Space Board
(L-R) Paul Meyer, Chair: Robert A. Thomas;
Kimberly G. Sheppard; Mark J. Vasoli

Montgomery County
Transportation Authority
Scott Brown, Chair
Jeannette J. Quirus, P.E., Vice Chair
John R. Wichner, P.E., Secretary/Treasurer
Peter J. Denitz, AICP
Tom Kohler
Steven R. Malagari
Rian J. Nemeroff, CTL*
Allison Slizofski, P.E.
Charles Tabourn
*Resigned September 2016

Montgomery County Transportation Authority
The Montgomery County Transportation Authority was formed by the
Montgomery County Commissioners to aid in the development of transportation
improvement projects throughout the county. The 9-member authority addresses
transportation improvement needs in the county by guiding projects such as the
Lafayette Street Extension Project and the Ridge Pike Improvement Project. It will
also assist in the acquisition of rights-of-way for future county trails. The authority
met 9 times in 2016.

Montgomery County Transportation Authority
(L-R) Steven R. Malagari; Allison Slizofski;
John R. Wichner, Secretary/Treasurer;
Scott Brown, Chair; Peter J. Denitz;
Jeannette J. Quirus, Vice Chair; Tom Kohler
(Missing: Rian J. Nemeroff and Charles Tabourn)

Annual Report 2016

/

27

MCPC picnic lunch at Elmwood Park – Municipality of Norristown

Professional Development
A major part of our commission’s value to the county is the professionalism and
expertise of our staff as well as their enthusiasm and energy. Our staff members
are encouraged to further their professional development in a variety of ways such
as involvement in professional organizations, continuing education opportunities,
and team coaching that pairs veteran staff with younger professional.
New Staff Members

Daniel Farina Jr.

Henry Stroud

Shane Greenburg

Danielle Weiden

In 2016 we welcomed the following talented professionals to our staff: Daniel Farina Jr., County
Planner; Henry Stroud, Trail Program Manager; Shane Greenberg, Open Space Planner; and
Danielle Weiden, Senior Planner/Farmland Program Administrator.
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Jody Holton, Executive Director, joins the MCPC staff members who received promotions
(L-R) Eric Jarrell, Assistant Section Chief II; John Cover, Assistant Director; Jon Lesher, Principal Planner I; Maggie Dobbs, Planner II;
Brian Olszak, Planner II; Michael Narcowich, Principal Planner II; Donna Fabry, Planner II; and Sarah Richardsen, Planner II

Promotions
MCPC has long prided itself on having the best and brightest
people who work hard and care deeply about great planning
in Montgomery County. It’s easy to understand why many of
our employees earn promotions. In August, we were pleased
to announce the most recent promotions: John Cover (Assistant
Director), Eric Jarrell (Assistant Section Chief II), Michael
Narcowich (Principal Planner II), Jon Lesher (Principal Planner
I), Margaret Dobbs (Planner II), Donna Fabry (Planner II), Brian
Olszak (Planner II), and Sarah Richardsen (Planner II). Our staff
celebrated the promotions at a potluck breakfast.

Staff News

MCPC planners enjoying the PA-PPA conference in Allentown
(L-R) Jon Lesher, Principal Planner I; Brandon Rudd, Senior Planner;
Maggie Dobbs, Planner II; and Henry Stroud, Trail Program Manager

 In 2016, 13 staff members held certification from the
American Institute of Certified Planners, which is part of the
American Planning Association. Professional planners with
an AICP certification have the academic qualifications,
relevant work experience, and mastery of essential
skills required for successfully performing a variety of
professional planning tasks.

 Michael Narcowich, Principal Planner II in our
Community Planning section, successfully completed a
48-hour functional manager course provided by
Penn State Abington.

 Kevin Chavous, who has been an AICP member for several
years, achieved the Advanced Specialty Certification in
Urban Design under AICP in recognition of his knowledge,
experience, and application of design principles. Kevin is
the only staff member with this certification.

 Henry Stroud, Trail Program Manager, has been named to
the Pennsylvania Trails Advisory Committee.

 Shane Greenberg, Open Space Planner, has been
selected as an instructor at the Temple University School of
Landscape Architecture.

 Marley Bice, Senior Planner in the Community Planning
section, serves as a Southeastern PA Section Council
Member in the Pennsylvania Chapter of the American
Planning Association.
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 This year, 7 staff members were selected to give
professional presentations at the annual Pennsylvania
Chapter of the American Planning Association
Conference held in Allentown.
 Four MCPC staff members received pins for their
dedicated service to Montgomery County. Drew Shaw,
Section Chief of Environmental Planning, earned a pin
for 30 years of service. Donna Caramenico, Recycling
Associate, received a 25-year pin. Elizabeth Emlen, who
recently retired from MCPC, received a pin for 20 years
of service, and Kevin Chavous, Planner, received a
15-year pin.
 While on vacation in Austria, Matt Schelly presented the
Upper Salford Township Greenway Guidebook at the
Permanent European Conference for the Study of the
Rural Landscape in September.

Jody L. Holton, MCPC Executive Director (left), is pictured with
service pin recipients (L-R) Donna Caramenico, Drew Shaw, and
Elizabeth Emlen (Missing: Kevin Chavous)

Interns

Front row (L-R) Jody L. Holton, MCPC Executive Director, joins our 2016 summer interns Steve
Zbyszinski; Christine Hassinger; and Lucinda Bartley along with (back row) MCPC Intern Program
coordinators Maggie Dobbs, Planner II, and Brian Olszak, Planner II
(Missing: Rachael Strayer and Matt Baumgardner)
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In 2016 our staff was aided by the hard
work and dedication of 5 excellent
interns who are interested in a planning
career. By volunteering their time and
knowledge while gaining practical
planning experience, these young
professionals were able to make valuable
contributions on a variety of projects.
The interns included Lucinda Bartley, a
resident of Jenkintown who is seeking a
master’s of landscape architecture from
Temple University; Christine Hassinger
of Collegeville, who is pursuing a BA
degree in architectural studies from
Boston University; Steve Zbyszinski from
Norristown, who completed a degree in
geography and planning at Bloomsburg
University; Rachael Strayer, a student
at Souderton High School who was
undertaking a mentorship program; and
Matt Baumgardner, a student at
Stockton University.

Norristown Dam – Municipality of Norristown

Working Together
Over the past several years, our staff has worked closely with other county personnel
on important county issues. In 2016 we continued to support various county
initiatives. Some of the ways we assisted other county departments in 2016 include:
 Collaborating with the Montgomery County
Parks, Trails, and Historic Sites Division and
the Health Department on the successful trail
promotion initiative
 Preparing plans and performing various design
services for Lorimer Park, the Peter Wentz
historic site, and Green Lane Park
 Creating high quality professional graphic
materials for 10 county departments
 Preparing the NPDES stormwater management
permit application for all county facilities
 Establishing a shredding program for county
departments to ensure the safe recycling of
important county documents
 Assisting the Department of Assets and
Infrastructure and its consultant in developing
a hydroelectric feasibility study for the
Norristown Dam

 Providing GIS and technical assistance to the
Board of Assessment Appeals to maintain
county property records
 Preparing maps and information to assist the
Public Safety Department
 Providing demographic and development
forecast information to the Finance
Department for budgeting and bond financing
 Identifying potential industrial and commercial
property for the Commerce Department in its
effort to attract new businesses
 Assisting the Health Department in the
development of its safe routes to school project
 Volunteering time to assist Voter Services in
preparing for the presidential election
 Developing an asset inventory for the
county- maintained trail system to be used by
the Parks, Trails, and Historic Sites Division
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MCPC staff photo taken on July 7 – Municipality of Norristown

2016 MCPC Staff
Our staff is divided into functional areas including county, community, environmental, open space, transportation, design and
graphics, communications, GIS, and administrative services. Though organized into sections, we work collaboratively to achieve
results that benefit the county.
Executive Director
Jody L. Holton, AICP
Assistant Directors
John S. Cover, AICP*
Michael M. Stokes, AICP
Community Planning
R. Eric Jarrell – Assistant Section Chief II*
Michael Narcowich, AICP – Principal Planner II*
Marley Bice, AICP – Senior Planner
Brandon D. Rudd – Senior Planner
Matthew D. Schelly, AICP – Senior Planner
Margaret Dobbs – Planner II*
Donna Fabry – Planner II*
Brian Olszak – Planner II*
Jamie Magaziner – Planner
Lauren Van Dyk – Planner
County Planning
Scott France, AICP – Section Chief
Anne Leavitt-Gruberger, AICP – Assistant Section Chief
Elizabeth Emlen – Senior Farmland Preservation Administrator**
Danielle Weiden – Farmland Preservation Administrator
Design and Graphics
Holly L. Mager – Section Chief
Juliana M. Guarna – Principal Designer
Anastasia Somers – Principal Designer
Barry W. Jeffries – Senior Planner
Troy Woodyard – Senior Designer
Sarah Richardsen – Planner II*
Kevin J. Chavous, AICP – Planner
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Environmental Planning
Drew Shaw, AICP – Section Chief
Jon A. Lesher – Principal Planner I*
Veronica Harris – Recycling Coordinator
Open Space Planning
Shane Greenburg – Open Space Planner
Henry Stroud, AICP – Trail Program Manager
Transportation Planning
Matthew J. Edmond, AICP – Section Chief
Crystal Gilchrist, AICP – Principal Multimodal Transportation Planner
Janet Arcuicci, AICP – Senior Multimodal Transportation Planner
Matthew Popek – Planner
Administration
Robin L. McLean – Administrator
Karina Caddick – Assistant Administrator
Denise VanBuskirk – Administrative/Executive Assistant
Donna Caramenico – Recycling Associate
Tina M. McLay – Planning Technician II**
Communications
Rita M. McKelvey – Communications Coordinator
Geographic Information Systems
William J. McLay – Senior GIS/Computer System Coordinator
Robert S. Cartier – GIS Coordinator
Ron Feick – GIS Coordinator
*Promoted during 2016
**Resigned/retired during 2016

Virginia Drive bike path and trail illustration – Fort Washington Office Park

Front Cover Photos:
MCPC solicits public input for the Pottstown sustainability plan
Sullivan’s Bridge, a new bike and pedestrian bridge connecting the Schuylkill River
Trail to Valley Forge National Historical Park, opens
Narberth Place, a 2016 Montgomery Award recipient and one of the case studies
highlighted in Rethinking Institutional Properties: Embracing Our Past and
Investing in Our Future

Horse feeding at the George E. Leidig Jr. & Eleanor Vallone farm in New Hanover
Township, which was permanently preserved in 2016
Back Cover Photos:
Hiker on trail in Willow Grove
Participants at Upper Moreland Township Comprehensive Plan meeting
Community enjoying The Carousel at Pottstown, which was recently restored

2017 Montgomery County
Planning Commission Board

2017 Montgomery County
Board of Commissioners

Steven Kline, Chair
Dulcie F. Flaharty, Vice Chair
Robert E. Blue, Jr., P.E., P.L.S.
Jill Blumhardt
David L. Cohen, AICP
Scott Exley, P.E.
Shari Shapiro, Esq., LEED AP
Charles J. Tornetta
Rev. John H. West, III
Jody L. Holton, AICP, Executive Director

Valerie A. Arkoosh, MD, MPH, Chair
Kenneth E. Lawrence, Jr., Vice Chair
Joseph C. Gale, Commissioner

Montgomery County Planning Commission
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