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significant regional events site. Back on the bus, the tour
group viewed High Street through downtown Pottstown
while hearing Pottstown Area Industrial Development,
Inc. Executive Director Steven Bamford talk about some
exciting new developments in that area. The last site here
was Keystone Boulevard, a future economic development
opportunity area along the Schuylkill River extending into
West Pottsgrove Township.
The tour ended at the Schuylkill River Heritage Area
with a short visit to the Schuylkill River Heritage Area
Gateway Center to learn more about the importance of the
Schuylkill River in the region. After the tour, many board
members, after seeing all of the great things happening in
the borough, remarked that their visit to Pottstown was an
eye-opening experience.

MCPC Board Tours Pottstown
On July 13, the Montgomery County Planning Commission
Board, along with several guests including Commissioner
Joseph Gale, boarded a bus for an extensive tour of Pottstown.
The tour began at the new Sustainability and Innovation
Hub at the Montgomery County Community College’s West
Campus where Dr. Kevin Pollock, College President, and
David DiMattio, Vice President of the West Campus, spoke
about the innovative technology education taking place at
the college.
The tour then headed east along the Industrial Highway
to examine future trail and transportation improvements
and economic development opportunities. The tour group
learned about the innovative Walk and Bike Pottstown
Program while moving through the east end of the borough
on one of the proposed routes. At the Hill School campus,
the group was briefed on the school’s efforts to address
community redevelopment needs through the Hobart’s
Run Project.
Cutting across town, the tour group had an opportunity to
see the Feccera Mill adaptive reuse project under construction.
After a brief swing through the Pottstown Airport Industrial
Park, which contains the Sly Fox Brewery and the Manatawny
Distillery, the group got a close look at greenway preservation
work along the Manatawny Creek where they also heard
about the future regional trail system being planned by the
Pottstown Metropolitan Regional Planning Committee. Then
it was time to ride the rails as the group embarked on the
four-car Colebrookdale Railroad for a short but elegant ride
into Memorial Park in Pottstown. While onboard, there was
plenty of opportunity to tour the beautiful newly restored
club car, dining car, coach, and open air car.
At Memorial Park, as well as the gateway center with
the carousel and Manatawny Green miniature golf course,
there was time to discuss the evolution of the park into a

Second Round of Grants
Approved for Montco
2040 Program
The
Montgomery
County
Commissioners
approved
five
additional projects to receive grant
awards in the second round of
funding under the Montco 2040 Implementation Grant
Program on July 21. Those grant awards, accounting for
$358,300, combined with six first round grant awards
totaling $606,440, leave approximately $35,000 remaining
from the program’s $1 million budget in 2016. During the
inaugural funding year for the grant program, the county
received 19 applications, totaling $2 million in requests,
from municipalities. The program will remain open and
municipalities are encouraged to submit applications,
although funding will likely not be available until early in
2017 when another $1 million is added to the program.
A committee made up of Montgomery County Planning
Commission Board Members and interdepartmental county
staff will continue to meet on a monthly basis and evaluate
project applications.
The five projects that received grants are described below:
• Conshohocken Borough is proposing to retrofit
parking at its popular Sutcliffe Park between Wood and
Freedley Streets with green elements to better manage
stormwater, improve the attractiveness of the park, and
provide an educational example of green parking lots.
• Lower Pottsgrove Township plans to construct a
stabilized turf parking lot with a rain garden at Gerald
Richards Park across from the township building on
Buchert Road.

•

•

•

Narberth Borough will address past stormwater
problems in the borough by transforming a portion
of Windsor Avenue adjacent to Narberth Park through
the installation of a series of bio-infiltration facilities,
educational signage, and shade trees.
Schwenksville Borough is working with artist Teresa
Haag to design and create a mural on the north side of
the Sabo apartment building located along Main Street
and the Perkiomen Trail.
Towamencin Township intends to extend its
existing multiuse trail along Towamencin Creek by
approximately 4,000 feet in length including a stream
crossing.

Report Shows Nonresidential Construction in
County Making Gains as Economy Recovers
The recently released 2015 Nonresidential Construction
report provides compelling statistics about the growing
strength of nonresidential construction in Montgomery
County. In 2015 over 1,136,032 square feet of nonresidential
construction was completed resulting in a 51 percent
increase from the previous year. The report, developed by
MCPC, indicates that continuing economic growth, both
nationally and locally, has contributed to this increase as
businesses and institutions are now expanding.
Commercial development, which includes retail, consumer
services, and hotels, accounted for the highest growth by
adding 298,053 square feet of new buildings. While this
represented the largest category for nonresidential growth
in 2015, it was below previous years, as new construction
in 2015 was more evenly spread across a number of
nonresidential categories. The next highest nonresidential
category was institutional. The majority of the 277,194
square feet constructed came from two sources—the new
Children’s Hospital of Philadelphia (CHOP) facility in King
of Prussia and Wyncote Elementary School in Cheltenham.
This category also experienced a rise in municipal facility
construction with a number of boroughs and townships
building new town halls, police stations, and ambulance
facilities.

The report demonstrates how this new commercial square
footage meets the goals of Montco 2040: A Shared Vision,
Montgomery County’s comprehensive plan. Almost all of
the nonresidential development in 2015 was constructed
in designated Growth Areas contained within the plan’s
Development Potential Map, and most of that development
occurred as infill or expansions within already developed
areas consistent with recommendations in the county plan.
With the amount of nonresidential construction currently
taking place in the county in areas such as King of Prussia,
future nonresidential development is expected to steadily
increase in the future.

Bike Montco Plan Begins!
Montgomery County was successful in obtaining a $30,000
Transportation and Community Development Initiative
(TCDI) grant from the Delaware Valley Regional Planning
Commission (DVRPC) to fund the development of a new
county bicycle mobility plan. The “Bike Montco” plan will
include design improvements and key policies for bicycle
safety to guide the county’s efforts to advance bike and
pedestrian mobility.
The county has supported improved bicycling
opportunities through trail development, new development
site planning assistance to municipalities, and through
educational outreach efforts. In addition, in 1998 the county
prepared and adopted the Bicycling Road Map, a countywide
bike plan that provided a good outline of future bicycle
mobility policy initiatives.
Bike Montco will achieve a major goal of the county’s
comprehensive plan, Montco 2040: A Shared Vision. That
goal involves improving bicycle access to provide more
transportation choices, improve health, and create better
community connections to make the county more appealing
for young workers and to improve the environment by
reducing vehicle miles traveled
The plan will focus on specific bicycling opportunities.
Four types of opportunities—safe bicycle routes to parks
and trails, bicycle mobility in towns, biking to transit, and
biking near colleges and high schools—will be further
defined through the evaluation of specific case study areas
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in the county. Local stakeholders will be invited to provide
input on opportunities and challenges associated with each
case study, and specific design solutions will be developed
to address needs. Overall design principles and solutions
will be developed to be used in other similar cases. Bicycle
mobility design recommendations will address bicycle lanes,
trail standards, bike friendly roadway design, bicycle storage
facilities/destination amenities, bicycle signage, and street
crossing design. The plan will also focus on county bicycle
policy and will highlight implementation opportunities and
funding.

PA Turnpike Commits
$66 Million to Norristown
Interchange
On July 17, the Pennsylvania
Turnpike Commission announced the commitment of $66
million to fully fund all phases—including engineering, rightof-way acquisition, utility relocation, and construction—of
a new interchange between the turnpike and the Lafayette
Street extension near Norristown. As an element of the
turnpike’s cashless tolling system, this new interchange will
provide a full on/off connection located between the existing
Valley Forge and Plymouth Meeting/Norristown exits.
The Lafayette Street Extension Project is a $100 million
effort, managed by the county, to improve highway access
and mobility into downtown Norristown and Plymouth
Township. Funded 80 percent by the FHWA and 20 percent
by Montgomery County, it is currently under construction
and consists of three phases:
• The first phase, which extended Lafayette Street past
its former limit at Ford Street into Plymouth Township,
finished construction in early 2015.
• The second phase, currently under construction, is
improving local roads in preparation for the eventual
interchange and includes widening Ridge Pike
between Ross Street and School Lane; realigning,
rebuilding, and signalizing Fairfield Road and Diamond
Avenue; and connecting the extended Lafayette Street
into Diamond Avenue.
• The third phase is on schedule to begin construction in
the spring of 2017 and will widen and rebuild the existing
Lafayette Street in downtown Norristown. Together, the
new Lafayette Street interchange and the Lafayette Street
Extension Project will spur economic redevelopment in
Norristown and strengthen one of Plymouth Township’s
busiest retail and industrial centers.
Completion of the interchange will provide drivers with a
direct ¾-mile route into downtown Norristown to access its
many restaurants and theaters, 2,600 jobs, the Montgomery
County Courthouse complex, the Schuylkill River Trail,
the future Chester Valley Trail, and the SEPTA Norristown
Transportation Center. This highway improvement will also
enhance Plymouth Township’s Ridge Pike and Conshohocken
Road corridors, which also contain several businesses and
future development opportunities.

New Contracts for
Planning Assistance
The Montgomery County
Planning Commission will begin
a new contract with Plymouth
Township on October 1, 2016
as part of the Montgomery
County Community Planning
Assistance Contract Program.
This is the first planning
assistance contract with the
township in almost 30 years.
Under the three-year contract,
MCPC staff will develop a new
comprehensive plan to assist
the township in establishing a
clear vision for its future and
identifying needed actions to
take in guiding development throughout the community.
A three-year community planning assistance contract
renewal was also approved for Red Hill Borough and Lower
MerionTownship.In Red Hill,staff will focus on the Main Street
Greenway Study to determine opportunities to add green
elements along borough streets and parking lots, improve
pedestrian and bicycle safety, and enhance connections
between residential uses and amenities throughout the
community. Zoning ordinance work will be the prime
assignment in the Lower Merion Township contract.
A contract was recently approved under MCPC’s School
District Enrollment Planning Services for MCPC to update
the Lower Merion School District’s 2015 enrollment study
and prepare new ten-year enrollment projections. The study
will look at demographic trends, birth patterns, housing
construction, housing sales activity, and other trends in order
to create a model that projects enrollments at each grade
level and school building for each of the next ten years.

Montgomery County Hazard Mitigation
Plan Update
Over the next year, the Montgomery County Planning
Commission staff will be working with the Public Safety
Department to prepare an amendment to the 2012
Montgomery County Hazard Mitigation Plan. This plan
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amendment is being done to ensure all municipalities in
the county fulfill hazard mitigation planning requirements
established by the Federal Emergency Management Agency
(FEMA).
The federal Disaster Mitigation Act of 2000 requires state
and local governments to develop an approved mitigation
plan as a condition for receiving federal disaster grants and
loans.The act also requires plans to be amended and updated
every five years.The expected changes to the plan will focus
on the risk assessment based on the experience over the
past five years and the mitigation strategies which will take
into account accomplishments recently made throughout
the county. During the planning process, there will be
opportunities for municipal engagement. Once the plan
amendment is approved by FEMA, the plan must be adopted
by each municipality.

BoRit Community Advisory Group Wins
National Award
The US Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) recognized
the BoRit Asbestos Superfund Site Community Advisory
Group (CAG) with the nation’s only 2016 National Notable
Achievement Award for Citizen Excellence in Community
Involvement on August 1. The BoRit CAG was established by
the EPA and community members in 2007 to represent the
interests of the communities surrounding the 32-acre BoRit
asbestos area located in Ambler, Upper Dublin, and Whitpain.
The CAG serves as an ongoing forum for information-sharing,
discussion, debate, and consensus-building regarding the
future of the BoRit asbestos area.
The Montgomery County Planning Commission was a
founding member of the CAG and has remained an active
participant. The other CAG members represent a diverse
cross-section of key stakeholder interests, including affected
property owners, concerned residents, planning interests,
community groups, environmentalists, health experts, the
business community, affected municipalities, and others. The
US Environmental Protection Agency (EPA), the Pennsylvania
Department of Environmental Protection (PADEP), the
Agency for Toxic Substances and Disease Registry (ATSDR),
and the Pennsylvania Department of Health (DOH) are

non-voting participants. In the future, the CAG will continue
to be successful in guiding activities at the BoRit Asbestos
Superfund Site through effective leadership and engaged
members.

PA Offers New Grant Program for Small
Water and Sewer Projects
The Pennsylvania Commonwealth Financing Authority
(CFA) is currently offering a new grant program to
fund a variety of small sewer and water infrastructure
improvements. There is $22 million in funding available for
eligible grant projects. Grant submissions will be received
from August 1, 2016 through October 31, 2016.
The program targets projects that have a total project cost
of not less than $30,000 and not more than $500,000 and
which involve the construction, improvement, expansion,
repair or rehabilitation of a water supply or sanitary
sewer system owned and maintained by a municipality
or municipal authority. An eligible project also includes
consolidation or regionalization of two or more water supply
systems or sanitary systems that are managed or operated
as an integrated system regardless of whether the system is
physically connected. A 15 percent cash match of the total
project cost is required. Grant program guidelines and forms
are available at http://dced.pa.gov/programs/pa-small-watersewer/#.V73dKfkrKUl.

Open Space Board Meets at New
Whitemarsh Foundation Office
The Montgomery County Open Space Board held its August
26 meeting at the new Whitemarsh Foundation office—a
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fabulous conversion of a house at the Erdenheim Farm.
After the meeting, there was time to tour the award-winning
Dixon Meadow, recipient of a 2015 Montgomery Award.
The Erdenheim Farm was preserved through the combined
efforts of Whitemarsh Foundation, Natural Lands Trust,
Montgomery County, Whitemarsh Township, Wissahickon
Valley Association, Colonial School District, PA Department of
Conservation and Natural Resources, and Peter McCausland,
owner of the estate.

MCPC Team-Building and Professional
Development
•

•

Learning About Building Trails While Biking
Along the Pennypack Trail
The perfect weather on the evening of June 29 added to
the Planning Smarter event, Building Great Multiuse Trails,
which took place along the Pennypack Trail. Over 30 people
had an opportunity to take a bike tour of portions of the
recently completed Pennypack Trail and hear about how it
was created.
After gathering for a few opening remarks and description
of the development of the trail, which was made possible
through the support of SEPTA, Pennypack Ecological
Restoration Trust (PERT), Lower Moreland Township,
Abington Township, Bryn Athyn Borough, and Rockledge
Borough, participants hopped on their bikes for the tour.
Scott Morgan, Regional Park Manager, led the tour along
the trail offering information about different trail design
features including the new bridge near Rockledge Borough,
the re-decked railroad bridges over the Pennypack Creek,
the signalized trail crossing of the SEPTA West Trenton Line,
the new parking lot and kiosk at Welsh Road, and the road
crossing improvements made at Welsh Road and Terwood
Road. Several members of the group continued their ride
along the complete 5.7-mile trail to enjoy the beauty of the
Pennypack Valley within the Pennypack Wilderness Preserve.

•

•

•

•

In celebration of International Picnic Day, our
staff gathered for lunch under the shady trees at
Norristown’s beautiful Elmwood Park. We enjoyed
good conversation, ice cream, and classic lawn games.
Matt Schelly recently earned his certificate from
the American Institute of Certified Planners (AICP).
Professional planners with an AICP certification have
the academic qualifications, relevant work experience,
and mastery of essential skills required for successfully
performing a variety of professional planning tasks.
Kevin Chavous, who has been an AICP member
for several years, achieved the Advanced Specialty
Certification in Urban Design under AICP in recognition
of his knowledge, experience, and application of
design principles. Kevin is the only planner in the
office with this certification.
Michael Narcowich, Principal Planner II in our
Community Planning Section, successfully completed
a 48-hour functional manager course provided by
Penn State Abington.
MCPC’s Community Planning Section conducted a
retreat in June to discuss professional development,
job performance, workflow and processes, and section
structure. The retreat, which took place in the newly
opened classroom building at Pennypacker Mills, was a
great opportunity for team-building and brainstorming
about how to better plan for the county’s future.
Several staff members have been selected to speak at
this year’s annual professional planning conference
held by the Pennsylvania Chapter of the American
Planning Association, which will take place October
16-18 in Allentown. Speakers and their topics include
Scott France (Business Parks), Barry Jeffries and
Michael Stokes (Green Parking Lots), Sarah Richardsen
and Brian Olszak (Adaptive Reuse of Institutional
Properties), and Matt Schelly (Greenway Planning).
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September 16 - PARK(ing) Day
Bring PARK(ing) Day to your community and have fun!
PARK(ing) Day is celebrated worldwide and involves
individuals, groups, and businesses transforming metered
parking spaces into public spaces to call attention to the
need for more urban open space, encourage discussion on
how public space is created and allocated, and to improve
the quality of urban human habitat. MCPC, the county health
department, DEP, and Norristown will be participating near
the county courthouse this year. Come and visit!
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