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(L-R) MICHAEL M.
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MONTGOMERY COUNTY
PARKS, TRAILS, AND
HISTORIC SITES; AND
JOSH SHAPIRO, CHAIR,
MONTGOMERY COUNTY
COMMISSIONERS, HELP
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BY TREEVITALIZE AT
LOWER PERKIOMEN
VALLEY PARK.
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Introduction

2014

was an outstanding year as our commission engaged thousands
of citizens, community leaders, businesses, and organizations in
completing Montco 2040: A Shared Vision, Montgomery County’s
new comprehensive plan. This important plan, developed over two years through
extensive public outreach that involved over 2,500 people and was led by an impressive
28-member steering committee, was endorsed by the MCPC
PLANBoard
THEMESin November 2014.
Montco 2040:
A Shared Vision is designed
around three and
It contains three major themes—Connected Communities,
Sustainable
Places,
interrelated themes.
Vibrant Economy—with goals and implementation guidelines for
each. The plan, achieved through extensive collaboration
that offered opportunities for sharing information and
Connected
Communities
gaining public perspectives, clearly reflects a shared
future for the county.

MCPC
COMPLETES

Another 2014 successful initiative—Planning
Vibrant
Smarter Montco 2014—offered MCPC a chance
Sustainable
Economy
Places
to meet with many municipal officials, citizens,
and others in the county to share information. This
new education and outreach program focused on hot
topics in planning with a strong emphasis on stormwater
management. MCPC kicked off this initiative with an open
house where over 70 people toured our office, spoke with our staff, attended demonstrations
and presentations, and were invited to browse through the many available resources
developed by our commission. Over 500 people attended the 9 program events, which
included 3 planning courses, 5 workshops, and the Montgomery Awards ceremony, which
highlighted the best in planning, design, and advocacy in Montgomery County.

MONTCO
2040:
A SHARED VISION

MONTCO
2040 PUBLIC
MEETING IN
ABINGTON
TOWNSHIP

31
4

COMMUNITIES
AND

REGIONS
CONTRACT
WITH MCPC

OVER 30 PARTICIPANTS HELPED PLANT A RAIN GARDEN IN LOWER PERKIOMEN VALLEY PARK AS PART OF
THE NEW PLANNING SMARTER MONTCO 2014 PROGRAM.

OVER

2,500
PEOPLE
ENGAGE IN
CREATING
MONTCO’S
FUTURE
VISION

We also had an exceptional year assisting our communities and regional planning areas
in building sustainable futures through the Montgomery County Community Planning
Assistance Contract Program. In 2014, we reached a milestone by providing professional
planning services to 31 municipalities and 4 regional planning commissions—the highest
number in our agency’s history. Our community planning assistance program grew even
better when it was expanded to include enrollment services to county school districts.
Throughout 2014, Montgomery County’s future—a strong, shared future—grew more
in focus. To ensure private development investment and associated public infrastructure
investment continue to strengthen the county, the role of planning will become even more
essential. We enjoyed working as a region to allocate new transportation dollars to critical
infrastructure improvements that will sustain our vibrant economy.
We are pleased to present this annual report, which highlights the significant achievements
of our commission in 2014, to the Montgomery County Commissioners, municipal leaders,
businesses, organizations, and county residents, since the success of these efforts
depends upon their engagement and support. We look forward to continuing to build close
relationships with our stakeholders and working with our communities on more strategic
and innovative ways to ensure that everyone can benefit from the bright vision established in
the new county comprehensive plan.

Jody Holton, AICP
Executive Director

MCPC KICKS OFF PLANNING SMARTER MONTCO 2014
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Focusing on the Future

P

lanning for the future of Montgomery County is the core of our mission and involves
an understanding of the complex and diverse group of communities and landscapes
that make up our great county. In 2014 we completed Montco 2040: A Shared
Vision, prepared a draft update of the county municipal waste management plan, and
assisted in the development of a stormwater management plan for the Wissahickon Creek
Watershed—one of 12 watershed-based stormwater management plans prepared for
county watersheds.
The completion of the county comprehensive plan was a major project that involved most of
the planning commission staff. Our staff worked with a 28-member steering committee led
by Dr. Karen Stout, President of the Montgomery County Community College, to produce
Montco 2040. This important plan identifies three key county themes for the future—
Connected Communities, Sustainable Places, and Vibrant Economy—and identifies 15
goals with specific implementation steps and recommendations to address these themes.
Four workshops, attended by approximately 150 people, were held around the county in
late summer and early fall 2014 to review the proposed themes, goals, implementation
steps, and recommendations. We also met with different key groups to discuss the plan,
which was made available online for review and comment. A total of 132 comments were
received and addressed by the staff and steering committee. The Montgomery County

MONTCO 2040 PUBLIC
MEETING IN NORTH
WALES BOROUGH

Planning Commission Board passed a resolution endorsing the plan and recommending
its adoption by the Montgomery County Commissioners in November 2014.
Much of the Montgomery County Municipal Waste Management Plan revision was
prepared in 2014 to meet state municipal waste planning requirements under Act 101. This
plan will update the 2006 plan and will address waste management system opportunities in
the eastern portion of the county that may arise after the conclusion of current contracts with
the operators of the Plymouth waste-to-energy plant.

CARDBOARD
READY FOR
RECYCLING

In 2014 our staff worked with the Philadelphia Water Department, the Pennsylvania
Environmental Council, and Temple University to develop the Wissahickon Creek Stormwater
Management Plan. The plan will fulfill stormwater planning requirements for the watershed
established under PA Act 167, the Pennsylvania Stormwater Management Act.

WISSAHICKON CREEK
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Tracking County Trends

T

here is a lot going on in our nearly 500-square-mile county which contains over
812,000 residents. Understanding all of the conditions, trends, and issues that
impact the county’s future is essential in any planning process. This information can
be valuable to businesses making key investment decisions or to public officials who take
various policy actions that have long-term impacts on their community. The right county
information can be helpful to county residents who are making decisions such as trying to
find a place live.

OVER

4,600

HITS FROM
64 COUNTRIES
ACCESS
MCPC’S
DATA PORTAL

To be able to provide this important information requires constant research. MCPC offers
this information in a variety of convenient ways including our popular online data portal and
other databases, reports, and geographic information system (GIS) mapping products.

ONLINE DATA PORTAL
In 2014 we published several new inventory and demographic reports that characterize key
development trends, some of which are highlighted below. All of these reports are contained
in our popular Montco Planning Data Portal, which received over 4,600 visits in 2014.
|

2014 Annual Summary of Subdivision, Land Development, and Zoning Activity

|

2013 Housing Units Built

|

2013 Nonresidential Construction

|

Median Prices for Housing

|

Updated Inventories: shopping centers, apartments
and condominiums, mobile homes

NEW ONLINE PARK, TRAIL, WATERSHED, PUBLIC SAFETY, AND ELECTION MAPS
GIS MAPS

RESIDENTS
ACCESS
ONLINE MAP
TO LEARN
ALL ABOUT
WATERSHEDS
IN THE COUNTY

A major accomplishment in 2014 was the launching of new online GIS maps. Working
with the public safety and board of assessment departments, we continued to develop
and maintain the county GIS. During 2014, our staff developed a variety of GIS products
including:
|

Maps for new form-based zoning codes in Narberth and Norristown.

|

Online maps, viewed by over 5,000 visitors, that combine photos and descriptions for
the Norristown Farm Park, Perkiomen Trail, and Schuylkill River Trail.

|

29 online maps, viewed by approximately 6,000 visitors, for the new Montgomery
County comprehensive plan.

|

A mapping application for the exploration of watersheds and their issues in the county.

|

Various maps and spatial analysis products for other county departments, including
election maps and crime maps for the county detectives.
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2014 ANNUAL SUMMARY OF
SUBDIVISION, LAND DEVELOPMENT,
AND ZONING ACTIVITY
During 2014, development activity continued to rebound from the post-recession dip
experienced from 2010 through 2012. The number of plans approved in 2014 increased to
the highest level since 2008. While the 452 applications for subdivision, land development,
and zoning ordinances and map amendments received in 2014 represented a slight decline
from 2013, this number was substantially higher than the three previous years. Similarly,
the number of acreage proposed for development declined in 2014. Part of this decline can
be attributed to the types of development projects being proposed.
There were 2,470 residential units proposed in 2014. Despite being a decline in proposed
units from 2013, it still represents more housing units than the previous years back to
2006. 2014 marked the first year since 2008 that multifamily housing unit proposals did
not constitute the largest number of housing types proposed. Attached housing units,
including twins, duplexes, and townhouses, were the dominate housing type proposed.
Nonresidential development proposals were modest in 2014, accounting for 1,488,532
square feet. One proposal alone, the Fedex Ground Distribution Center in Upper Merion
Township, accounted for 315,897 square feet. Commercial
development, including retail, hotels, and self-storage
facilities, accounted for the largest amount of nonresidential
space proposed.
In 2014, MCPC continued to review many zoning code and
map amendments. Typically, zoning activity is a precursor
to proposed development projects to be submitted under
new zoning.

2,470

RESIDENTIAL
UNITS
PROPOSED

1.49M

SQUARE
FEET OF
COMMERCIAL,
OFFICE,
INDUSTRIAL,
AND
INSTITUTIONAL
DEVELOPMENT
PROPOSED
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Translating Plans into Action

S

uccessfully realizing the vision established within the three themes of the new county
comprehensive plan—Connected Communities, Sustainable Places, and Vibrant
Economy—involves several activities. The implementation of this plan requires the
coordinated action of not only MCPC and other county departments but also several local,
regional, and statewide stakeholders.

CONNECTED COMMUNITIES
To build better connected communities, MCPC accomplished various activities including:
|

Assisting the Montgomery County Parks, Trails, and Historic Sites Division in the
completion of the Pennypack Trail from Route 63 to Rockledge and construction of the
Schuylkill Canal Tow Path.
|

Working with the Southeastern Pennsylvania Transit Authority (SEPTA)
to advance new infrastructure, such as the Norristown High Speed Line
extension to King of Prussia and station improvements in Lansdale,
Ardmore, Noble, and Conshohocken.

|

Collaborating with both the Greater Valley Forge and the Partnership
Transportation Management Associations to provide a variety of transit
and other mobility options throughout the county, including a policy brief
on transportation demand management (TDM) best practices along the
Route 422 corridor.

|

Assisting PennDOT on planning and design of high-priority road projects
in the county, such as the US-202 Markley Street reconstruction in
Norristown, the new Sullivan’s Bridge near Valley Forge National Historical
Park, widening along County Line Road in Montgomery Township, a new
highway bridge along US 422 over the
Schuylkill River, and the reconfiguration
of the US 422 / PA 23 interchange.

ASSISTED WITH THE
COMPLETION OF THE

PENNYPACK
TRAIL
FROM ROUTE 63
TO ROCKLEDGE

WIDENING OF COUNTY LINE ROAD
IN MONTGOMERY TOWNSHIP

SUCCESSFULLY
SECURED GRANT
FUNDING FOR

3

JUNE 6, 2014
GROUNDBREAKING
CEREMONY FOR THE
PENNYPACK TRAIL
NEAR WELSH ROAD

|

IMPORTANT
TRAIL AND
OPEN SPACE
PROJECTS

Completing a model sign ordinance that provides a comprehensive approach to sign
regulations by incorporating best practices from communities around the country,
appropriate federal and state statutes, and provisions based on recent leading court
decisions involving signage.

WORKED WITH

SEPTA

THE MODEL SIGN
ORDINANCE EARNED
A PLANNING
EXCELLENCE
AWARD FROM THE
PENNSYLVANIA
CHAPTER OF THE
AMERICAN PLANNING
ASSOCIATION IN
RECOGNITION OF ITS
INNOVATION AND
COMPREHENSIVENESS.

TO ADVANCE
THE NORRISTOWN
HIGH SPEED LINE
EXTENSION TO
KING OF PRUSSIA
NHSL

|

Assisting municipalities in the completion of existing county revitalization grant
projects and providing technical assistance and information to municipalities
about revitalizing existing downtown areas. In 2014, Schwenksville completed its
Perkiomen Trail parking initiative, Royersford worked on its streetscape project,
and Conshohocken and Hatboro worked on their
wayfinding systems. Lower Merion continued its façade
improvement program, and Pottstown continued its
downtown business incentive program.
|

Working with Creative Montco on a plan for Art on
Our Trails, which presents options for enlivening
the Montgomery County trail system with visual art
displays. This report was prepared with input from a
workshop meeting held at the John James Audubon
Center at Mill Grove.

PHOTO-SIMULATED IMAGE OF ART
ALONG THE SCHUYLKILL RIVER TRAIL
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OFFERED

7

GET OUT AND GO
MONTCO EVENTS

SUSTAINABLE PLACES

PRESERVED AN
ADDITIONAL

115
ACRES OF
FARMLAND

Different actions are required to ensure that the wonderful neighborhoods in the county
continue to provide the quality of life that makes them so attractive. Some of the sustainable
activities achieved by MCPC:
|

Facilitating a joint meeting of the Montgomery County Open Space Board and the
Montgomery County Parks, Trails and Historic Sites Advisory Board to prioritize
opportunities to expand parks, open spaces, and trails throughout the county.

|

Preserving an additional 115 acres of farmland and inspecting 85 farm easements
currently in place with the Montgomery County Agricultural Lands Preservation Board.

|

Establishing a Get Out and Go Montco initiative and offering seven Get Out and Go
Montco events at park and trail facilities throughout the county.

|

Successfully obtaining three grants from the Pennsylvania Department of Conservation
and Natural Resources (DCNR) to protect open space and provide additional trail
facilities. The grants involved acquisition of the Schuylkill property in Lower Pottsgrove
Township, the Swamp Creek greenway study, and a multi-regional greenway study.

|

Reviewing 18 municipal floodplain ordinances.

JOINT MEETING
AT URSINUS
COLLEGE WITH
MCPC BOARD
AND COLLEGE
PRESIDENTS IN
MONTGOMERY
COUNTY TO
DISCUSS
MONTCO 2040

VIBRANT ECONOMY
Some examples of our efforts to enhance the county’s economic competitiveness include:

WORKED WITH

|

Advancing the PA Turnpike Corridor Reinvestment Project with the PA Turnpike
Commission, PennDOT, the Delaware Valley Regional Planning Commission (DVRPC),
local and state officials, and major landowners/companies. This project included
developing new land use and development policies and ordinances along the turnpike
corridor to reinvigorate existing business parks and reposition them as desired locations
for companies looking to locate new businesses or expand existing ones. The report
recommends strategies for implementation and possible funding methods and scenarios
for the design and construction of the selected new turnpike access alternatives including
private-public partnerships.

|

Managing the design and construction of major county road projects such as the
Lafayette Street Extension Project in Norristown and the Ridge Pike Improvement Project
in Plymouth Township.

|

Using the Montgomery County Transportation Authority (MCTA) to acquire property
necessary to rebuild major county infrastructure such as the Arcola Road Bridge
over the Perkiomen Creek in Lower Providence Township and the Ridge Pike Bridge
in Plymouth Township.

MCTA

TO REBUILD
MAJOR COUNTY
INFRASTRUCTURE

|

Assisting the Montgomery County Commerce
Department and various state and regional
economic development entities in attracting new
businesses and retaining existing businesses by
providing timely information about prospective
business sites and opportunities.

MCTA AND ASSETS
AND INFRASTRUCTURE
WORKED TOGETHER ON
FAST-TRACKING THE
REPLACEMENT OF THE
ARCOLA ROAD BRIDGE.
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Providing Community
Planning Services

P

lanning takes place constantly throughout the county as municipal boards continue to
guide development in ways that achieve the common vision of their community. We
are fortunate to have an integral role in that process in 31 municipalities where we
provide various services under community planning assistance contracts. As part of these
services, our professional planners attend many planning commission meetings to review
plans and address important local issues. In addition, we offer many different types of
contract services to fit the particular needs of each
community. Some of the many different projects
we successfully completed for municipalities are
highlighted below:

|

Collegeville Borough – Sustainability Plan

|

East Greenville Borough – Sustainable
Ordinance Audit and Renewable Energy
Ordinance

PL A NNING O N T WO F EE T

C ollegevi l l e Wa l k a b i l i t y Au d i t

June 2014

|

Horsham Township – Willow Grove
Redevelopment Plan

|

Lower Merion Township – Commercial Land
Use Plan Component

|

Marlborough Township – Renewable
Energy Ordinance

|

Marlborough Township – Draft
Economic Area Study

|

Narberth Borough – Form-Based
Zoning Ordinance

|

Pottstown Borough –
Comprehensive Plan

|

Red Hill Borough – Walkability Audit

|

Rockledge Borough – Park Master
Plan for Mill Park

|

Souderton Borough – Mixed-Use Redevelopment Zoning District

|

Springfield Township – Comprehensive Plan

|

Worcester Township – Center Point Village Master Plan

|

Floodplain Ordinance Revisions for Several Municipalities

Pottstown Borough

Comprehensive Plan

May 2014

MUNICIPAL AND REGIONAL CONTRACTS, OCTOBER 2014

31

COMMUNITY
PLANNING
CONTRACTS
REGIONAL FOCUS

4

REGIONAL
PLANNING
CONTRACTS

3

SCHOOL DISTRICT
ENROLLMENT
STUDIES
COMPLETED IN

2014

In addition to serving individual municipalities, our planners assist the four regional planning
commissions that comprise 26 municipalities. These commissions—established over ten
years ago with our assistance—are still working productively to address important planning
issues and serve as models in Pennsylvania. In 2014, we focused on the following regional
planning projects:
|

A regional wayfinding signage program as part of PerkUp

|

A regional greenway study in the Upper Perkiomen Valley

|

Establishment of the regional recreation program for the Pottstown Region

|

An update of the Indian Valley regional comprehensive plan

|

An update of the Central Perkiomen Valley regional comprehensive plan

This year we expanded our new enrollment projections service to the county’s 22 active
school districts. In 2014 we successfully completed school enrollment studies for the
School District of Springfield Township, Upper Dublin School District, and HatboroHorsham School District. Our enrollment projection approach combines a detailed
understanding of proposed development trends in the county with various sources of
demographic information. By performing more accurate and easy-to-use projection
reports, we can help school boards make difficult decisions about redistricting and
development of new facilities among other issues.

Hatboro-Horsham School District
Enrollment Projections

School District of Springfield Township
Enrollment Projections

School District of Upper Dublin
Enrollment Projections
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Promoting Good Planning

I

n 2014, we expanded our educational outreach by launching Planning Smarter
Montco 2014, a comprehensive year-round county education and outreach initiative

628

that features courses, seminars, hands-on workshops, and an enhanced Montgomery

FACEBOOK
FRIENDS

Awards Program. Some of the highlights of our 2014 outreach and education efforts include:
|

D

Offering eight planning education events, which attracted over 260 participants,
through the new Planning Smarter Montco 2014 program.

OVER

569

FOLLOWERS
ON TWITTER
D

OVER

400,000

VIEWS OF MORE
THAN 2,600
PHOTOS
ON FLICKR
D

BIKE TO WORK DAY
|

Creating a marketing package that included three updated agency brochures and 12
new MCPC professional services and resources qualification fact sheets.

|

Increasing our social media reach through a Facebook page with over 628 friends,
tweets that are regularly followed by over 569 people on Twitter, a Flickr page with

25

E-BLASTS
TO OVER 1,600
COMMUNITY
LEADERS

over 2,600 images of Montgomery County viewed by over 400,000 people in 2014,
and over 20 planning blogs.

MCPC’S OPEN HOUSE IN FEBRUARY KICKED OFF THE NEW PLANNING SMARTER MONTCO 2014 EDUCATION AND OUTREACH PROGRAM

4

ISSUES OF
PLANNING
PERSPECTIVES
AND
TOWN CENTER
NEWS

|

Producing 4 Planning Perspectives and Town Center News issues.

|

Sharing important planning news and information through approximately 25 e-blasts to
over to 1,600 community leaders, organizations, and citizens throughout the year.

|

Awarding three projects and an outstanding planning advocate as part of the Montgomery
Awards Program.

PLANNING SMARTER MONTCO 2014

MCPC CREATES NEW EDUCATION AND OUTREACH PROGRAM

COLLEGEVILLE WALKABILITY AUDIT

RAIN GARDEN PLANTING
19

2014
Montgomery Award Recipients

T

he Montgomery Awards recognize the best in planning and design in Montgomery
County. In 2014, the program was expanded to include a Planning Advocate
Award. The program acknowledges the high quality of work and commitment
of communities, organizations, professionals, and local volunteers in contributing to
these exceptional projects. In 2014, three outstanding projects and an exceptional
community leader received Montgomery Awards during an exciting program held at
Theatre Horizon in Norristown on November 12. The event, attended by over 100 people,
featured appetizers by chefs from the Culinary Arts Institute of the Montgomery County
Community College, welcoming comments from all three county commissioners, many
well-deserving award winners, and municipal leaders who successfully attended a series
of planning courses offered by MCPC.

BEAUMONT HOUSE RESTORATION
LOWER GWYNEDD TOWNSHIP

OVER

180

AWARDS
SINCE

1967

An outstanding
adaptive reuse project
awarded for historic
preservation and
restoration, coordinated
transportation
improvements, and
strong community
involvement and
collaboration.

FORT WASHINGTON OFFICE PARK RESILIENT INFRASTRUCTURE
UPPER DUBLIN TOWNSHIP

An innovative office park
redevelopment project
awarded for creative
vision, sustainable
design, environmental
mitigation, economic
reinvestment, and
successful collaboration.

TOWAMENCIN TOWN SQUARE PHASE I
TOWAMENCIN TOWNSHIP

An exceptional mixed
use project awarded for
innovative community
vision and planning,
extensive collaboration,
effective site
planning, and positive
reinvestment and
economic development.

EXCELLENCE
IN
PLANNING
AND
DESIGN

2014 PLANNING ADVOCATE AWARD RECIPIENT
LUANNE B. STAUFFER

A dedicated and enthusiastic advocate
for the Upper Perkiomen Valley Region
of Montgomery County, Luanne, as
President of the Upper Perkiomen Valley
Chamber of Commerce, provides vision
and leadership in promoting economic
vitality and enriching quality of life in the
region. Over the years, her exceptional
consensus building and collaboration with
citizens, businesses, and organizations
has achieved significant positive planning
initiatives and major regional goals.

PROGRAM EXPANDED IN

2014

NEW PLANNING ADVOCATE AWARD
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Working Together

G

overnment serves its citizens best when departments work together to get things
done. MCPC is committed to that belief and continues to work closely with
various county departments on important county issues. In 2014, we worked
with other departments on Montco 2040: A Shared Vision, the Get Out and Go Montco
initiative, stormwater issues, the upgrading of emergency towers, and other common
strategic department goals. Our staff was able to provide its professional expertise in
graphics and GIS to assist several departments throughout the county, enabling them
to organize their own functions and to communicate more effectively
with the public through a variety of new outreach initiatives. Some of
the ways we assisted other county departments in 2014 include:
Collaborating with the Montgomery County Parks, Trails, and
Historic Sites Division and the Health Department on the successful
Get Out and Go Montco county initiative.

|

Providing a variety of graphic design services to the Commissioners,
District Attorney, Detectives, and the departments of Veteran Affairs,
Adult Probation, Recorder of Deeds, Behavioral Health/Developmental
Disabilities, Aging and Adult Services, Adult Probation, Health, and
Assets and Infrastructure (Parks, Trails, and Historic Sites Division).

|

Preparing the National Pollutant Discharge Elimination System
(NPDES) stormwater management permit application for all
county facilities.
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|

Assisting in the management of county assets
and infrastructure.

|

Assisting the Public Safety Department with
various emergency management planning
projects.

|

Providing assistance in the development and
management of the county parks and trails
system, including a new signage system for all
park, trails, and historic sites.
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Providing GIS and technical assistance to the Public Safety Department and Board of
Assessment Appeals.
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Wednesday, May 1, 2014
of data analysis.
10:30 am Registration

5th
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MONTGOMERY COUNTY

CENTENARIAN
CELEBRATION
Wednesday, May 1, 2014

Celebration 11:00 am to 2:00 PM

10:30 am Registration
Celebration 11:00 am to 2:00 PM

Dock Woods • 275 Dock Drive • Lansedale, PA

Dock Woods • 275 Dock Drive • Lansedale, PA

Achieving Better Site Planning

U
IMPROVED

247

REVIEW
PROCESS
TO ACCEPT
DIGITAL PLANS

nder the Pennsylvania Municipalities Planning
Code (Act 247), municipalities must submit all
proposed subdivisions or land developments as
well as any revisions or amendments to land development
codes or local plans to the county planning commission
for review and comment. This review and comment
process is an important opportunity for us to work
with municipalities to address countywide planning
issues associated with a specific proposal. Through our
review letters, we can offer planning advice to municipal
officials to assist them in making sound land use and
design decisions that will benefit their community in the
future. All of our reviews are conducted by professional
planners, who can incorporate the expertise of other staff
planners. Review letters are prepared and submitted to
the municipality and applicant for their consideration. In
some cases, staff planners meet with the applicant and
municipalities during the plan review process to further
discuss design options and alternatives.

452

SUBDIVISION
AND LAND
DEVELOPMENT
PROPOSALS
REVIEWED

31

SEWAGE
FACILITY
PLANS REVIEWED

To improve the review process, in 2014 we began to
accept plans in digital format. This is the beginning of a larger effort to convert the review
and management of various plans into a digital platform that would expand collaboration
and access to information. In 2014, the planning commission reviewed 452 submittals
(proposed land developments, subdivisions, rezoning actions, municipal plans, etc.). This
represented a slight decline from 2013 but was
substantially higher than the three previous years.
While most of our development review work is
performed under Act 247, our staff also reviewed
sewage facilities service area changes under Act 537.
These changes in wastewater service are reflected in
amendments or revisions to local sewage facilities
plans. Prior to the approval of these plan changes,
a review is conducted by our staff. We completed 31
sewage facilities plan reviews in 2014.

ILLUSTRATION DEPICTING THE
CONCEPT OF COMPLETE STREETS
23

Leadership

L

eadership in planning the future of Montgomery County is provided by a ninemember board appointed by the Montgomery County Commissioners. Each member,
volunteering to serve a four-year term, offers a unique perspective and varied
expertise, representing the diversity of the county. The board advises our staff on critical
issues at monthly meetings and works to promote excellence in planning at various events
throughout the county.
In 2014, the board met with the Chester County Planning Commission for an historic
joint meeting at the Penn State Great Valley Campus. The board also held an informative
joint session with Montgomery County college presidents at Ursinus College to discuss
economic development and the role of the county colleges and universities. In addition
to their support of staff activities during board meetings, the board members provided
guidance through subcommittees and attended key community meetings in support of
important planning initiatives.

2014 BOARD MEMBERS
Marc D. Jonas, Esq. (Chair)
|

Marc is a renowned land use attorney and co-chair of the land use group of Eastburn
and Gray, P.C., attorneys at law. He has been recognized by his peers as a Pennsylvania
Super Lawyer and by U.S. News as a 2014 “Best Lawyer in America” in both land use
and zoning law and land use and zoning litigation. Marc resides in Skippack Township.

Dulcie F. Flaharty (Vice Chair)
|

Dulcie is well known in the conservation community through her work preserving land
with the Natural Lands Trust. She resides in Marlborough Township amidst some of the
most unique natural areas of the county.

Jill Blumhardt
|

Jill is a senior project manager at AMEC Environment & Infrastructure, Inc. She is a
resident of Huntingdon Valley where she is very active in several community initiatives
and serves on the board of the Pennypack Ecological Restoration Trust.

Robert E. Blue, Jr.
|

Robert has served as president of Robert E. Blue, Consulting Engineers, P.C. located
in Blue Bell for the past 28 years. As a professional engineer, he has worked with
various private and municipal clients throughout the county on various types of
development projects.

2014 MCPC BOARD
SEATED (L-R): Jill Blumhardt; Robert E. Blue, Jr.; Jody L. Holton, AICP, MCPC Executive Director; and Rachel Yoka. STANDING (L-R): Scott Exley; Marc
D. Jonas, Esq., MCPC Board Chair; Charles J. Tornetta; Dulcie F. Flaharty, MCPC Board Vice Chair; Pastor John H. West, III; and Roy Rodriguez, Jr.

Scott Exley
|

Scott is president of Bursich Associates, Inc., an engineering and land surveying
company in the Pottstown area. Scott lives in Pottstown where he is active in many
community organizations.

Roy Rodriguez
|

Roy, who is now a retired computer services company executive, lives in Montgomery
Township where he has served on the planning commission and parks board for many
years. Roy is a passionate historian.

Charles J. Tornetta
|

Charlie, who has served on the planning commission board for over 40 years, established
a large and successful real estate business throughout Montgomery County and has
served the county in numerous ways as it has grown and changed over the past several
years. He is a resident of West Norriton Township.

Rev. John H. West, III
|

The Reverend John H. West, III has been the pastor of the Siloam Baptist Church of
Norristown for over 18 years and serves the Norristown community in a variety of ways,
including being a member of the Greater Norristown Area Ministerium. Pastor West lives
in East Norriton Township.

Rachel Yoka
|

Rachel is vice president of program development for the International Parking Institute.
Prior to joining the International Parking Institute in May, Rachel was Vice President of
Strategic Business Planning and Sustainability for Timothy Haahs & Assoicates, Inc.
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MCPC BOARD GUEST PRESENTATIONS . . .

|

King of Prussia Business Improvement District
KOP Business Improvement District

|

Montgomery County Economic Development Initiative
Montgomery County Commerce Department

|

Colebrookdale Railroad Development Plans
Colebrookdale Railroad Preservation Trust

|

“Catching Up” SEPTA Capital Initiative
SEPTA

|

Infrastructure Resiliency: Climate Adaption on the Norristown
Regional Rail Line
SEPTA

|

Pottstown Health and Wellness Mini-Grant Program
Pottstown Health and Wellness Foundation

|

Roundtable Discussion on Montco 2040
Ursinus College, Penn State Abington, Montgomery County
Community College, Gwynedd Mercy University, Temple University

|

Joint Meeting with Chester County Planning Commission
Chester County

|

Upper Moreland Existing Conditions Study
Upper Moreland Township

|

West Norriton Township Planning Assistance Contract
West Norriton Township

|

Norristown Transit-Oriented Development (TOD) Marketing Study
Municipality of Norristown

|

Delaware Valley Regional Planning Commission (DVRPC) Overview Presentation
DVRPC

JOINT MEETING WITH CHESTER COUNTY PLANNING COMMISSION

DVRPC
+
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Professional Development

A

major part of our commission’s value to the county is the expertise and
professionalism of our staff as well as the enthusiasm and energy that everyone
contributes. The quality of what we produce is a result of staff members who share
their knowledge and experience to work as a team to address the challenging issues likely to
have an impact on the county. Our staff has exemplary communication skills in various media
to thoroughly discuss complex planning topics. Our staff regularly engages in a variety of
professional development and education activities to stay informed and current on emerging
issues and ideas and to master new innovative technologies. Some of these activities are
highlighted below:

|

Brian O’Leary served as president of the Pennsylvania Chapter of the American Planning
Association for the second year. In his capacity as president, he attended the 2014
American Planning Association Conference in Atlanta.

MCPC EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR
JODY L. HOLTON DISPLAYS THE
AWARD MCPC RECEIVED FOR THE
MODEL SIGN ORDINANCE AT THE
2014 PENNSYLVANIA CHAPTER
OF THE AMERICAN PLANNING
ASSOCIATION ANNUAL CONFERENCE
IN PHILADELPHIA. SHE IS JOINED BY
PENNSYLVANIA CHAPTER PRESIDENT
AND MONTGOMERY COUNTY
PLANNING COMMISSION CHIEF OF
COUNTY PLANNING, BRIAN O’LEARY,
AND SENIOR PLANNERS MARLEY BICE
(L) AND MEREDITH TREGO (R), THE
AUTHORS OF THE ORDINANCE.

|

Staff members have organized seminars/webinars to bring in experts to discuss new
ideas with their colleagues.

|

In 2014, our staff included 13 planners with American Institute of Certified Planners
(AICP) certification.

|

Over the past year our planning staff earned hundreds of technical training credit hours.

|

Our staff played a large role in the success of the Pennsylvania Chapter of the American
Planning Association Annual Conference held in Philadelphia by serving on the
organization committee and providing profession presentations in six different technical
sessions at the conference.

CONGRATULATIONS TO OUR STAFF MEMBERS WHO
REACHED A MAJOR MILESTONE IN SERVICE TO THE
COUNTY! THE GROUP WAS HONORED FOR THEIR
YEARS OF CONTRIBUTION TO THE COUNTY AT A JUNE
27 SERVICE PIN CEREMONY.
SEATED (L-R): Anastasia Somers, Principal Designer (10 years); Holly Mager, Section Chief: Design (25 years); Mike Narcowich, Principal Planner (10 years). STANDING (L-R): Barry Jeffries, Senior Planner (15 years); Matthew Edmond, Principal Planner (10 years); Anne Leavitt-Gruberger, Principal Planner (10 years); Michael Stokes, Assistant Director (25 years); Scott France, Principal Planner (10 years); Jody L. Holton,
AICP, Executive Director. Missing from the photo is Sean Metrick, Senior Planner (10 years).
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PLANNERS
WITH
AICP
CERTIFICATION

|

Throughout the year, several staff members provided technical presentations at major
seminars and annual conferences sponsored by the PA chapter of the American Planning
Association, PA State Association of Township Supervisors, Pennsylvania Chapter of the
American Institute of Architects, the Montgomery County Bar Association, and various
state and regional organizations.

In 2014, we also had an opportunity to share our planning knowledge and offer firsthand
experience to four interns interested in a planning career. These interns volunteered to assist
our staff with a variety of projects while honing their own professional skills. Our 2014 interns
were Jennifer Krouchick (Temple University), LanThao Nguyen (University of Pennsylvania),
David Swedkowski (Temple University), and Kira Hibbert (University of Pennsylvania). All of
their hard work was greatly appreciated.

CONGRATULATIONS TO OUR
THREE STAFF MEMBERS WHO
RECEIVED PROMOTIONS IN 2014
(L-R): DULCIE FLAHARTY, MCPC
BOARD VICE CHAIR; MEREDITH
TREGO, SENIOR PLANNER; BRANDON RUDD, SENIOR PLANNER;
MARLEY BICE, SENIOR PLANNER;
AND JODY L. HOLTON, AICP,
MCPC EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR.
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2014 MCPC Staff

O

ur staff is divided into functional areas including county, community, environmental,
open space, transportation, design, communications, graphics, GIS, and
administrative services. Though organized into sections, we work collaboratively
to achieve results that meet the needs of our clients.

Executive Director
Jody L. Holton
Assistant Directors
Michael M. Stokes
Leo D. Bagley
Community Planning
John S. Cover – Section Chief
R. Eric Jarrell – Assistant Section Chief
Michael Narcowich – Principal Planner
Marley Bice – Senior Planner*
Sean Metrick – Senior Planner
Brandon D. Rudd – Senior Planner*
Matthew D. Schelly – Senior Planner
Meredith S. Trego – Senior Planner*
Donna Fabry – Planner
Jean M. Holland – Planner**
Joseph V. Nixon – Planner**
Brian Olszak– Planner
County Planning
Brian N. O’Leary – Section Chief
Scott France – Principal Planner
Anne Leavitt-Gruberger – Principal Planner
Elizabeth Emlen – Senior Farmland
Preservation Administrator
Design Planning
Holly L. Mager – Section Chief
Barry W. Jeffries – Senior Planner
Kevin J. Chavous – Planner
Sarah Richardsen – Planner
Environmental Planning
Drew Shaw – Section Chief
Jon A. Lesher – Senior Planner

Open Space Planning
David B. Clifford – Senior Planner
Beth Pilling – Senior Planner
Transportation Planning
Leo D. Bagley – Section Chief
Matthew J. Edmond – Principal Planner
Crystal Gilchrist – Principal Multimodal
Transportation Planner
Wesley B. Ratko – Planner**
Administration
William T. Morgan – Administrator
Robin L. McLean – Assistant Administrator
Denise VanBuskirk – Administrative/
Executive Assistant
Tina M. McLay – Planning Technician II
Communications
Rita M. McKelvey – Communications
Coordinator
Geographic Information Systems
William J. McLay – Senior GIS/Computer
System Coordinator
Robert S. Cartier – GIS Coordinator
Ron Feick – GIS Coordinator
Graphics
Peter Pizzo – Section Chief**
Juliana M. Guarna – Assistant Section Chief
Principal Designer
Anastasia Somers – Principal Designer

*Promoted during 2014
**Resigned during 2014

COUNTY RESIDENTS
PARTICIPATE IN
A STORMWATER
FUNDING CONFERENCE,
ONE OF THE
EDUCATIONAL EVENTS
OFFERED THROUGH
PLANNING SMARTER
MONTCO 2014, A
NEW MONTGOMERY
COUNTY INITIATIVE.

MONTGOMERY COUNTY
COMMISSIONERS
JOSH SHAPIRO, Chair
VALERIE A. ARKOOSH, MD, MPH, Vice Chair
BRUCE L. CASTOR, JR., Commissioner
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