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Though proposed development is still below the robust
development years experienced in the early portion of the last
decade, the county now appears to be experiencing steady
growth in development that could continue over the next
few years. View the 2013 Annual Summary of Subdivision,
Land Development, and Zoning Activity.

Proposed Development Steadily Increases
in 2013
In 2013,the planning commission received 474 applications
for subdivision, land development, and zoning ordinance and
map amendments. This was a 24 percent increase over 2012
and a sign of a more energized development economy in
the county. The proposed acreage of new development also
increased from 562 to 1,523—the largest total since 2008.
The number of proposed residential units jumped 83
percent from 2,027 in 2012 to 3,702 in 2013. This is the
largest number of proposed housing units since 2005. All
types of proposed housing units increased with single-family
detached having the largest percent increase. Multifamily
housing remained the dominant housing type, accounting
for over half of the proposed units. Many of these units were
proposed in developed communities with access to transit
facilities.
Nonresidential development square footage increased
dramatically by 217 percent from 637,192 in 2012 to
2,019,609 in 2013. Though all types of nonresidential
proposals increased in 2013, the largest amount (43 percent)
of proposed nonresidential square footage will be devoted to
retail commercial. Proposed office square footage remained
low; only representing 7 percent of the nonresidential square
footage proposed in 2013.
Overall, most of the proposed development appeared
to conform with the county comprehensive plan. Over 36
percent of all land proposed for development was previously
developed, so the new proposed development will represent
redevelopment, infill development, or expansion of current
development.Nearly 80 percent of the proposed development
acreage is within developed or designated growth areas.
The level of development activity represented by the
proposals received in 2013 appears to indicate a healthy
recovery of the development economy within the county.

Planning Smarter in 2014
Municipal leaders need the right information and training
to be well informed when they make important decisions that
shape the way their community grows and responds to the
changing world. Over the past two years, we have expanded
our online resources for vital planning information and have
created social media outlets to keep everyone connected.
This year, we launched an expanded program of educational
events and training classes to further assist municipal leaders.
The program includes the municipal education courses
that we sponsor annually, stormwater management events,
a hands-on walkability audit session, a session on effective
local sign control based on our new model sign ordinance,
and the 2014 Montgomery Awards celebration—a November
highlight.
The program kicked off with a successful open house at
the planning commission last month. Approximately 60
people visited our offices for an opportunity to get to know
us better and to learn how the planning commission can
assist each municipality. The open house offered interesting
displays and demonstrations, information on our services
and resources, and presentations on the new comprehensive
plan—Montco 2040: A Shared Vision—and hot planning
issues in 2014. Our staff and board members enjoyed
greeting visitors and sharing information and insights. Check
out all of the Planning Smarter 2014 events.

Register Now for
The Course in Subdivision and
Land Development Review
We’re offering The Course in Subdivision and Land
Development Review in three Tuesday sessions—May 6,
13, 20—in the Towamencin Township Meeting Hall from
6:30 p.m. to 9:30 p.m. The course focuses on the work
of planning commissions in the subdivision and land
development review process, from pre-application meetings
through project completion. It is designed for both new
and experienced planning commission members and is
also useful to other municipal officials, individuals in the
development sector, and engineers and surveyors.
Course topics include the Pennsylvania Municipalities
Planning Code (MPC) requirements governing subdivision
and land development regulation, the importance of
subdivision regulations to municipalities and to developers,
procedures for reviewing applications, design considerations,
requirements for approving and denying plans, project
completion and follow-up, and new approaches to project
design. Pre-registration is required. The $90 registration fee
includes a light meal. Contact Rita McKelvey at 610-278-3753
for further information. Online Registration Course Brochure

Mark Your Calendar!
We have some great events coming up. Register today!

Hot Topic: Effective Local Sign Control

April 24—4:00 p.m.–6:00 p.m.
Plymouth Township Building
REGISTER TODAY!
Come hear about how effective sign control plays an
important role in protecting community character,maintaining
vibrant local businesses, and enhancing traffic safety. This
event is based on our new model sign ordinance. We’ll show
many examples of signage control strategies that enable
the constitutional principles of free speech and content
neutrality while managing signage at an appropriate scale,

location, context sensitivity, and digital display.Attendees will
receive a free copy of the model ordinance.

The Course in Subdivision and
Land Development Review

May 6, 13, 20—6:30 p.m.–9:30 p.m.
Towamencin Township Meeting Hall
$90 Registration Fee
(Pre-registration required)
REGISTER TODAY!
This three-session course is essential for planning
commissioners and elected officials. It reviews the subdivision
and land development process from pre-application meetings
through the completion of a project. The course focuses on
the principles of subdivision and land development, the
Pennsylvania Municipalities Planning Code requirements,
effective plan management procedures, and design and
technical standards for subdivisions and land developments.

Planning on Two Feet:
Community Walkability Audit

June 18—6:00 p.m.–8:00 p.m.
Collegeville Borough Hall
REGISTER TODAY
Sometimes the best way to learn about things is from
first-hand experience. In this workshop, you’ll have an
opportunity to learn about what makes a community more
walkable. During an hour-long walking tour of Collegeville,
you’ll see examples of good walking routes as well as barriers
to safe pedestrian access. A short session will be held in the
Collegeville Borough Hall to discuss walkability strategies
and resources.
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Submit an Entry for the
2014 Montgomery Awards
We’re looking for entries for the 2014 Montgomery
Awards. This annual program recognizes the best in
planning, design, and advocacy in Montgomery County
and acknowledges the high quality work and commitment
of communities, organizations, and professionals. It
promotes awareness of outstanding design and innovative
planning in our communities by awarding successful
land developments, revitalization efforts, open space
enhancements,
environmental
sustainability,
and
transportation improvements.
This year we’ve expanded the program to include a
Planning Advocate Award, which recognizes an engaged
citizen, appointed/elected official or board, or community
organization that has made significant contributions
to advancing or promoting planning in Montgomery
County. Any individual, group, or organization that has
demonstrated an outstanding leadership role in promoting
excellence in planning and has contributed to community
improvement in Montgomery County is eligible. This award
is specifically designed to recognize the exceptional work
being done by volunteers, public officials, and nonprofit
groups/organizations.
All nominations must be submitted by April 25. Visit
www.montcopa.org/MontgomeryAwards to learn about the
program, check out our excellent 2013 award winners, review
eligibility/award criteria and nomination requirements, and
to complete an entry form. For more information, contact
Holly Mager 610.278.3972.

Comment on the Draft Themes and Goals
of the New County Comprehensive Plan
Montgomery County’s new comprehensive plan,
Montco 2040: A Shared Vision, has reached its next
step—themes and goals! We received great feedback from

our extensive public outreach process, which included
workshops attended by over 150 people, 2,400 completed
surveys, a strong web presence, and comments received
through social media. Many issues were raised during this
process. The most important appeared to be transportation,
jobs and the economy, infrastructure, revitalization, and taxes.
Using the input we received, as well as background
information about the county from Montgomery CountyToday,
the comprehensive plan steering committee developed draft
themes and goals. This 28-member committee, appointed
by the county, represents a variety of stakeholders from all
regions of the county. We’re looking to receive feedback
on the draft themes and goals by April 4. In early April, the
steering committee will amend the goals to reflect municipal
and public input and will then begin preparing the actual
plan, which will have implementation steps for each of
the goals. We hope to have a draft plan ready by the end of
May for your input and comments, with an eventual goal of
adopting a new plan in the fall.

Montgomery County PA Turnpike Corridor
Reinvestment Project
For many decades, the PA Turnpike between Valley Forge
and Willow Grove has attracted office and industrial parks
built in the 1950s, 1960s, and 1970s at each interchange. Much
of the past economic growth in the county during the last 50
years can be attributed to the PA Turnpike. With the future
conversion to electronic tolling, existing interchanges can
be modified and modernized and new strategically placed
interchanges can be constructed to expand the economic
growth opportunities along the turnpike.
The PA Turnpike Corridor Reinvestment Project, currently
being undertaken by the planning commission, focuses on
seven economic growth and reinvestment opportunity
areas in the turnpike corridor comprising 10,500 acres.
With improved access to the turnpike from these areas and
a commitment from the major businesses as well as new,
creative zoning and land development ordinances, future
development in these areas can generate new revenue for
the turnpike, enhanced tax revenue for the municipalities
and school districts, and more jobs for the county economy.
The planning commission is now working with the PA
Turnpike Commission,PennDOT,the DelawareValley Regional
Planning Commission (DVRPC), local and state officials, and
major landowners/companies in an effort to develop new
land use and development policies and ordinances along
the turnpike corridor to reinvigorate existing business parks
and reposition them to be one of first choices by companies
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for locating new businesses or expanding existing ones.
Sketches of potential access schemes are also being prepared
to illustrate new turnpike access opportunities to logical
industrial and commercial growth areas. DVRPC has been
performing traffic modeling so that future transportation
impacts are evaluated with any new ramp scheme.
The draft report will also recommend strategies for
implementation and possible funding methods and scenarios
for the design and construction of the selected new turnpike
access alternatives including private-public partnerships.

We’re also in the process of completing an interactive
map that will allow users to look up their watershed by
address.You can register now for our next stormwater event,
Stormwater Management at Home, which takes places on
Saturday, September 13, from 9:00 a.m. to 12:00 p.m. at the
Lower Perkiomen Valley Park.This “learn as you do” workshop
will help construct a rain garden.

Stormwater Funding Seminar a Success
Online Stormwater Resources Available!
Approximately 60 people attended our seminar on
Funding Opportunities for Stormwater Projects on March
11 at the Montgomery County Community College in Blue
Bell. The event was a great opportunity to partner with the
Perkiomen Watershed Conservancy, the Wissahickon Valley
Watershed Association, and Temple University’s Center
for Sustainable Communities. The keynote topic focused
on Radnor Township’s stormwater fee program. Other
topics included a case study on the Sandy Run stormwater
wetland, a case study on improving stormwater basins in the
Vineyards community of Pennsburg, information on an EPA
Grant to evaluate the performance of green infrastructure in
Philadelphia, and available funding opportunities.
If you were unable to attend the seminar, click here for
the agenda, presentations, and a publication listing funding
opportunities. In addition to seminar information, visit our
new stormwater resource Web pages at www.montcopa.org/
Stormwater to find:
• Videos on stormwater BMPs
• Our model floodplain ordinance
• The county hazard mitigation plan
• A watershed map and stormwater management plans
• Information on the MS4 Program
• Things you can do to protect water resources in
your watershed
• MCPC links
• Other resources
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