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CREATING GREAT COMMUNITY PLACES
For downtown areas to be vibrant, their public spaces must be vibrant. People must want to be there.
These public spaces, whether they’re parks, plazas, streets, sidewalks, community centers, or libraries,
should be the heart and soul of the community.
The Project for Public Spaces (PPS), www.pps.org, is a nonprofit focused on improving the nation’s public
areas. They note that “Effective public spaces are extremely difficult to accomplish, because their complexity
is rarely understood.” To help communities transform public spaces into active community places, PPS has
identified 11 key elements.
•

Start with the Petunias: Lighter, Quicker,
Cheaper – Everything can’t be done at once, but
small changes can make a big difference and are
easily changed if need be.

•

Triangulate – Put together different elements
to bring people together, such as a food truck,
playground, and sitting area located near each
other.

•

They Always Say “It Can’t Be Done” – There will
be experts and naysayers who will say it can’t be
done; however, most obstacles can be overcome
with persistence.

•

Form Supports Function – All of the different
aspects of a public place – from partners to
activities to experimentation – will drive the final
form of the public space.

•

Money is Not the Issue – Public spaces can be
improved with small steps. Eventually, larger scale
improvements can happen if the space has a
strong constituency.

•

You Are Never Finished – People and needs
change, and the places people love need to
change with them.

Collegeville Fair

•

The Community is the Expert – There
is a lot of talent, creativity, and energy
in every place, and local municipalities
should tap into this.

•

Create a Place, not a Design – Places
are welcoming, pedestrian friendly,
comfortable, and active. They are more
than the sum of their parts.

•

Look for Partners – Partners are
crucial. The more who are involved, the
stronger a public place will be. Partners
can include local institutions, museums,
businesses, schools, and others.

•

You Can See a Lot Just by Observing
– Look at how people use and don’t
use public spaces, and then adjust the
space to fit this use.

•

Have a Vision – Create a vision for the
public space and make it a place of
pride for local residents.

Ambler Oktoberfest

For additional information, contact the Montgomery County Planning Commission at 610-278-3722
or visit www.planning.montcopa.org

BUSINESS ENERGY EFFICIENCY GRANTS
The Commonwealth of Pennsylvania has announced a Small Business Advantage Grant program to finance energy
efficiency and pollution prevention projects. Many businesses in our traditional towns could benefit from these
grants, which can be used for HVAC and boiler upgrades, high-efficiency lighting, waste recycling systems, and other
similar projects. Businesses with 100 or fewer employees can apply for 50% matching funds of up $9,500.
Applications are due no later than September 6, 2013. More information and the application package can be found
at www.dep.state.pa.us by clicking on the “Small Business Advantage Grant Button.”

3check outwhat’s happening!
NOT ENOUGH PUBLIC SPACE? THINK AGAIN!
Exciting public spaces do not have to be limited to existing pocket parks and plazas. Underutilized spaces
can be converted, even temporarily, into spaces enjoyable for people. Abandoned or vacant lots, surface
parking areas, and even excess rights-of-way can be transformed into public space or designed to hold special
events. We’ve seen this concept utilized with some of the local farmer’s markets in Montgomery County, but
our neighbors in Philadelphia have really expanded the idea in recent years to provide new areas that host
family games, outdoor movie screenings, performances, beer gardens, or just a pleasant area to relax amidst
the busy activity in an urban area.
Here are just a few of the creative examples spotted in Philadelphia:

Originally…Surface Parking Lots

Spruce Street Plaza: retreat from surroundings

Eakins Oval: the new shape of fun

Originally…Vacant/ Blighted Lots

Ogden Park: community green space

Pop-Up Garden: craft brews and food

Originally…Massive Asphalt Surface

The Porch: animated public space
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