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Focusing on Planning in Montgomery County, Pennsylvania

Meet Our New Executive Director
The Montgomery County Commissioners selected Jody L. Holton, AICP as the new executive director of the planning commission. Jody, a resident of
Narberth Borough, has worked as a professional
planner in both the private and public sector. She
had previously worked as the manager of long range
planning for the Southeastern Transportation Authority (SEPTA) where she directed the Alternatives
Analysis/Draft Environmental Impact Statement for
the King of Prussia Rail Project. Prior to her employment at SEPTA, Jody worked as a planning consultant managing a variety of land use, transportation,
and community revitalization planning projects.
Jody is certified as a member of the American Institute of Certified Planners and has already enjoyed
much success in her professional planning career.
As only the sixth director of the Montgomery
County Planning Commission since 1950, she is
enthusiastic about taking on some of the important
planning issues by expanding the use of technology
and broadening public outreach and communications efforts. She will play a prominent role in leading the update of the county comprehensive plan
and the Pennsylvania Turnpike Corridor Reinvestment Study among other new initiatives. Starting
on May 13, her first day at the planning commission,
Jody will begin reaching out to various stakeholders to better understand the long-term needs of
the county.

May 2013—Volume 11, Issue 2

Cheltenham Sustainability Plan—A First for
Montgomery County
The Cheltenham Sustainability Plan, developed by our staff for Cheltenham Township, is an innovative type of plan that takes a holistic
look at the community to make it more resilient and environmentally
friendly. The plan is the first of its kind to be adopted in the county
and one of the first developed in Pennsylvania.
This plan was developed through a collaborative process involving a 45-member advisory committee and several actively attended
workshop meetings. The plan, which establishes goals and objectives
for a more sustainable community, addresses ten core issues: community engagement, energy, mobility, waste reduction, ecological stewardship, sustainable development, water management, local economy,
healthy living for all, and monitoring of progress. The plan focuses
on each issue by establishing future actions the township can take
to function in a more sustainable manner. It provides sustainability
resources to enable all community residents to better understand the
role of sustainability in Cheltenham Township and to have easy access
to pertinent data.
The Cheltenham Township Board of Commissioners adopted the
plan on March 20 and has already moved forward with plan implementation by establishing four working groups within the Environmental Advisory Committee. Several plan recommendations are already being addressed including the recent energy audit performed
for all township facilities.

Median House Prices Decline Slightly
in 2012
The Montgomery County Median Prices for Housing Report 2012, released on May 8, shows that the median house
sales price declined 1.9 percent last year to $255,000. Housing prices have declined in the county during four out of
the past five years. The housing market, though improving,
has still not fully recovered from the housing bubble that
started to burst in 2007 and poor economic conditions that
occurred at the end of the last decade.
All types of housing experienced price decreases, with
multifamily housing declining the most. The decrease in median housing prices was also widespread, occurring in 37 of
the 62 municipalities.
The median price for new houses increased 2.9 percent
to $330,883 in 2012. This increase was created by the shift
in types of new houses purchased from multifamily units to
single-family units, which are generally more expensive.
The number of houses sold in 2012 increased by 1,213,
reaching 8,738. This was a result of both increases in new
and existing home sales.

MCPC Offers New School Enrollment
Projection Services
Our commission is now providing enrollment projection
services to school districts in Montgomery County to help
them plan for the future. Continual changes in local communities have made it difficult for school districts to match
their facilities and education resources with future demand.
Since our staff is already familiar with local planning activity
and demographics, we are uniquely qualified to assist school
districts in better understanding their communities.
As with planning conducted by townships and boroughs,
good decisions by school board members can be made only
with the best data and analysis. Our staff can perform an
in-depth analysis of trends in specific populations that will
affect future enrollment needs in a school district. Areas
of concentration for enrollment projections include population characteristics, housing activity, local birth patterns,
projected housing unit types and tenure, nonpublic school

attendance, and migration. Enrollment projection reports for
school districts will contain projections for ten years, complete with all necessary background data and explanation of
key trends. With the capabilities of our geographic information system, we are able to produce custom maps showing
future development that might affect local enrollment.
Our commission has successfully completed an enrollment projection study for the Perkiomen Valley School District. Following a public presentation of the results, our staff
prepared a full enrollment projection report for the school
district. Overall, the study showed that district-wide enrollment would decline due to lower numbers of births and a
slowdown in housing development. Elementary school enrollment would decline significantly, though not all at the
same rate. Middle and high school enrollment would decline
at a slower rate.
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