
FO STER/ 
A D O PT 

P RO G RA M  

T H E  C H ILD RE N  

Exam p les of children  w ho   
m ay need  foster/adopt 
hom es inc lude the  
fo llow ing:  
• C hristopher, 7, and 

C athy, 4, sib lings who  
have been  in  foster 
care for 10  m onths.  
T he b irth fam ily has  
m ade litt le  p rogress  

     towards reun ification .   
• T errance, in fant, was 

born  drug exposed . 
B irth m other has had  
three other child ren  
born  drug exposed  
that have been 
adopted .   

• Stacy, age 10 , resided 
in  foster care from  
age 6 to 8.  She is   

     be ing rep laced  into      
     care. 

M ontgom ery C o unty 
O ffice o f C h ildren 

and Youth 

61 0 -2 7 8 -5 8 0 0  

P O  Box  311  
1430 D eKalb P ike 

N orristow n,  P A   19404-0311 

P hone: 610 -278-5800  
Fax:  610-278-5898 

T O  L E A R N  M O R E  A B O U T  
T H E  M O N T G O M E R Y  

C O U N T Y  F O S T E R / A D O P T  
P R O G R A M  C O N T A C T :  

 
B I L L  C A R R O L L   
F O S T E R  C A R E  

R E C R U I T E R   
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L A U R A  B A U E R  
A D O P T I O N   

S U P E R V I S E R  
 
 
 

M O N T G O M E R Y  C O U N T Y  
O F F I C E  O F   

C H I L D R E N  A N D  Y O U T H  
L A U R I E  O ’ C O N N O R  

D I R E C T O R  

 
 



T he Benefits of  

having two Plans: 
• Red uces unnecessary delays 

that prevent a permanent, 
stable situation for ch ildren 
and fam ilies 

• M inim izes the number of out of 
home p lacement for the ch ild 

• M inim izes the degree to w hich 
ch ildren suffe r loss, 
separations, and broken 
attachments 

W hen a ch ild is unable to return to 
the birth family, he/she may remain 
w ith  the foster parents who are an 
approved adoptive family. 

W ho are the Children? 
The O ffice of C hild ren  and  You th serves 
a ll child ren  in  M ontgomery C ounty  w ho 
have been  placed  in  foster care  du e to 
abuse, neglect, hom elessness, and  
abandonment.  M ost of the child ren  w ho 
need  foster/adopt hom es are  preschool 
and  e lementary school age  child ren .  
M any are  from  m inority backgrounds, and 
some need  fam ilies  w ho can  accept tw o 
or m ore child ren  w ithin  a  sib ling group. 

The  Foster/A dopt program is an  

innovative  program designed to  address 

permanency plan ning for children w ho 

are  in the  foster care  system.  It is based 

on a strong philosophy that every child 

deserves continuity and permanency.   

Through the  use of concurrent planning,  

ch ild we lfare  agencies are  ab le  to  deve lop 

two  plans for a child at the same time – 

one  for family reunification and one  fo r 

another permanent placement, such as 

adoption, k insh ip care  or placement w ith 

extended family.   The  law  requires that 

time  lim ited “reasonab le  efforts” are 

made  to  reunify children w ith the ir b irth  

familie s , and in the majority of instances 

children do  return home to  the ir  

parents.  If family reunification efforts  

fail, the  backup plan of adoption can b e 

implemented in a time ly basis.   

 

 

W H A T  IS 
FO ST ER /A D O PT ? 

M ontgom ery County O ffice of  
Children and  Youth welcom es foster/
adopt fam ilies from  a ll econom ic ,  
ethn ic , and  rac ia l backgrounds.  Such 
person (s) m ay be single, or m arried , 
own or rent a  hom e, m ay or may not 
have children.  A ll m ust m eet the  
follow ing basic  m in im um   
requ irem ents: 
• Yo u must participate  in a preservice  
• foster care  and adoption training and  

have  an approved foster/adopt 
homestudy completed b y the agency. 

• Yo u must be  at least 21 years  o ld. 
• Yo u must be  w illing to  work w ith children, 

the ir b irth  parents, and agency staff as  
part of a professional team. 

• Yo u must never have  been convicted of 
any offense  re lated to  the  abuse  of  

• children  
• Yo u must have  a home or apartment that 

meets bas ic standards as  set forth b y the 
D epartment of Pub lic W e lfare . 

• Yo u must be  free  from communicab le  
• disease and ab le to care  for children as 

determined b y a licensed physician. 
• Yo u must be  a Montgomery C ounty  
      resident or reside  in the  surrounding  
       areas.   
Successfu l foster/adopt parents 
m ainta in  open com m unications w ith 
the children in  their care, the agency 
and  the birth fam ily.  T hey are w illing 
to put a  child ’s needs param ount to 
their own and they possess the  
flexib il ity and  tenac ity to cope w ith 
the am biguous nature of the foster 
adopt process. 
 

 


